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 3 

     Forward 
 

The resounding message given to every person today that God is a God 

of another chance.  The heart of God is love for us to give us another 

chance, and another, and another. 

 

The grace of God enables those who have sinned to have another 

chance. 

 

In this study, you will review well- known Bible characters that needed 

and received another chance.  In most cases that took another chance 

that God offered them  

 

Proverbs 24:16 they may trip seven times, but each time they will rise 

again. But one calamity is enough to lay the wicked low.  

 

God warned Judah that turning to Egypt and other nations for military 

might be able to not save them. Only God could do that. They must wait 

for him in “quietness and trust.” 

 

 No amount of fast-talking or hasty activity could speed up God’s grand 

design. We have nothing to say to God but thank you. Salvation comes 

from God alone.  

 

Because he has saved us, we can trust him and be peacefully confident 

that he will give us strength to face our difficulties. We should lay aside 

our busy care and endless effort and allow him to act. 
 

Isaiah 30:15 The Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says, "Only in 

returning to me and waiting for me will you be saved. In quietness and 

confidence is your strength. But you would have none of it.  
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Chapter 1   

 

        David 
 

 

Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

 

 

When we think of David, we think: shepherd, poet, giant-killer, king, 

ancestor of Jesus—in short, one of the greatest men in the Old 

Testament. But alongside that list stands another: betrayer, liar, 

adulterer, and murderer.  

 

The first list gives qualities we all might like to have; the second, 

qualities that might be true of any one of us. The Bible makes no effort 

to hide David’s failures.  

 

Yet he is remembered and respected for his heart for God. Knowing how 

much more we share in David’s failures than in his greatness, we should 

be curious to find out what made God refer to David as “a man after my 

own heart” (Acts 13:22). 

 

David, more than anything else, had an unchangeable belief in the 

faithful and forgiving nature of God. He was a man who lived with great 

zest. He sinned many times, but he was quick to confess his sins.  

 

His confessions were from the heart, and his repentance was genuine. 

David never took God’s forgiveness lightly or his blessing for granted. 

In return, God never held back from David either his forgiveness or the 

consequences of his actions. 

 

 David experienced the joy of forgiveness even when he had to suffer the 

consequences of his sins. 

 

We sometimes tend to get these two reversed. Too often we would rather 

avoid the consequences than experience forgiveness.  
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Another big difference between David and us is that while he sinned 

greatly, he did not sin repeatedly. He learned from his mistakes because 

he accepted the suffering they brought.  

 

Often we don’t seem to learn from our mistakes or the consequences that 

result from those mistakes. What changes would it take for God to find 

this kind of obedience in you? 

 

When you have fallen short of the mark of a Christian believer, 

remember that when David sinner, he sincerely asked for forgiveness.  

There is no reason why you cannot do the same. 
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Chapter 2   

 

     Samson 
 

Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 
 

It is sad to be remembered for what one might have been. Samson had 

tremendous potential. Not many people have started life with credentials 

like his. Born as a result of God’s plan in the lives of Manoah and his 

wife, Samson was to do a great work for God—to “begin the deliverance 

of Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” To help him accomplish 

God’s plan, he was given enormous physical strength. 

 

Because Samson wasted his strength on practical jokes and getting out 

of scrapes, and because he eventually gave it up altogether to satisfy the 

woman he loved, we tend to see him as a failure. We remember him as 

the judge in Israel who spent his last days grinding grain in an enemy 

prison, and we say, “What wasted potential!” 

 

Yes, Samson wasted his life. He could have strengthened his nation. He 

could have returned his people to the worship of God. He could have 

wiped out the Philistines. But even though he did none of those things, 

Samson still accomplished the purpose announced by the angel who 

visited his parents before his birth. In his final act, Samson began to 

rescue Israel from the Philistines. 

 

Interestingly, the New Testament does not mention Samson’s failures or 

his heroic feats of strength. In Hebrews, he is simply listed with others 

“who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and 

gained what was promised,” and in other ways were given superhuman 

aid.  

 

In the end, Samson recognized his dependence on God. When he died, 

God turned his failures and defeats into victory.  
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Samson’s story teaches us that it is never too late to start over. However 

badly we may have failed in the past, today is not too late for us to put 

our complete trust in God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3   
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         Hagar 

 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

 

Escape of some kind is usually the most tempting solution to our 

problems. In fact, it can become a habit. Hagar was a person who used 

that approach. When the going got tough, she usually got going—in the 

other direction. 

 

However, it is worthwhile to note that the biggest challenges Hagar 

faced were brought on by other people’s choices. Sarah chose her to 

bear Abraham’s child, and Hagar probably had little to say in the matter. 

 

It isn’t hard to understand how Hagar’s pregnancy caused her to look 

down on Sarah. But that brought on hard feelings, and Sarah 

consequently punished Hagar. This motivated her first escape.  

 

When she returned to the family and gave birth to Ishmael, Sarah’s 

continued barrenness must have contributed to bitterness on both sides. 

 

When Isaac was finally born, Sarah looked for any excuse to have Hagar 

and Ishmael sent away. She found it when she caught Ishmael teasing 

Isaac. In the desert, out of water and facing the death of her son, Hagar 

once again tried to escape.  

 

She walked away so she wouldn’t have to watch her son die. Once 

again, God graciously intervened. 

 

Have you noticed how patiently God operates to make our escape 

attempts fail? Have you begun to learn that escape is only a temporary 

solution? God’s continual desire is for us to face our problems with his 

help.  

 

We experience his help most clearly in and through conflicts and 

difficulties, not away from them.  
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Are there problems in your life for which you’ve been using the “Hagar 

solution”? Choose one of those problems, ask for God’s help, and begin 

to face it today. 

 

The God of another Chance is waiting for your call.  Let it be today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4   

 

       Lot 
 

Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 
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Some people simply drift through life. Their choices, when they can 

muster the will to choose, tend to follow the course of least resistance. 

Lot, Abram’s nephew, was such a person. 

 

While still young, Lot lost his father. Although this must have been hard 

on him, he was not left without strong role models in his grandfather 

Terah and his uncle Abram, who raised him.  

 

Still, Lot did not develop their sense of purpose. Throughout his life he 

was so caught up in the present moment that he seemed incapable of 

seeing the consequences of his actions.  

 

It is hard to imagine what his life would have been like without Abram’s 

careful attention and God’s intervention. 

 

By the time Lot drifted out of the picture, his life had taken an ugly turn. 

He had so blended into the sinful culture of his day that he did not want 

to leave it.   

 

His daughters committed incest with him. His drifting finally took him 

in a very specific direction—destruction. 

 

Lot, however, is called “righteous” in the New Testament (2 Peter 2:7, 

8). Ruth, a descendant of Moab, was an ancestor of Jesus, even though 

Moab was born as a result of Lot’s incestuous relationship with one of 

his daughters.  

 

Lot’s story gives hope to us that God forgives and often brings about 

positive circumstances from evil. 

 

What is the direction of your life? Are you headed toward God or away 

from him? If you’re a drifter, the choice for God may seem difficult, but 

it is the one choice that puts all other choices in a different light. 
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The God of another chance extends an invitation to you.  Do not neglect 

this great opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 5   

 

        Miriam 

 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

 

Ask older brothers or sisters what their greatest trial in life is and they 

will often answer, “My younger brother (or sister)!” This is especially 
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true when the younger sibling is more successful than the older. The 

bonds of family loyalty can be strained to the breaking point. 

 

When we first meet Miriam she is involved in one of history’s most 

unusual baby-sitting jobs. She is watching her infant brother float on the 

Nile River in a waterproof cradle. Miriam’s quick thinking allowed 

Moses to be raised by his own mother. Her protective superiority, 

reinforced by that event, must have been hard to give up as she watched 

her little brother rise to greatness. 

 

Eventually Moses’ choice of a wife gave Miriam an opportunity to 

criticize. It was natural for her insecurity to break out over this issue. 

With Moses married, Miriam was clearly no longer the most important 

woman in his life.  

 

The real issue, however, was not the kind of woman Moses had married. 

It was the fact that he was now the most important man in Israel.  

 

“Has the Lord spoken only through Moses? . . . Hasn’t he also spoken 

through us?” No mention is made of Moses’ response, but God had a 

quick answer for Miriam and Aaron.  

 

Without denying their role in his plan, God clearly pointed out his 

special relationship with Moses. Miriam was stricken with leprosy, a 

deadly disease, as punishment for her insubordination.  

But Moses, true to his character, intervened for his sister so that God 

healed Miriam of her leprosy. 

 

Before criticizing someone else, we need to pause long enough to 

discover our own motives. Failing to do this can bring disastrous results. 

What is often labeled “constructive criticism” may actually be 

destructive jealousy, since the easiest way to raise our own status is to 

bring someone else down.  
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Are you willing to question your motives before you offer criticism? 

Does the critical finger you point need to be pointed first toward 

yourself? 

 

After being put out of the camp, Miriam was forgiven and restored, as 

God had honored the prayer that Moses had prayed for her. 

 

Are we praying for those who have fallen away from their commitment 

to God?  It is often necessary for prayer to be made for them, and also 

for us, is we sin. 

 

Your chance of renewal is available for you today.  Call out to God for 

forgiveness and receive another chance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Chapter 6   

 

        Moses 

 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 
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Some people can’t stay out of trouble. When conflict breaks out, they 

always manage to be nearby. Reaction is their favorite action. This was 

Moses.  

 

He seemed drawn to what needed to be righted. Throughout his life, he 

was at his finest and his worst responding to the conflicts around him. 

 

Even the burning bush experience was an illustration of his character. 

Having spotted the fire and seen that the bush did not burn, he had to 

investigate. Whether jumping into a fight to defend a Hebrew slave or 

trying to referee a struggle between two kinsmen, when Moses saw 

conflict, he reacted. 

 

Over the years, however, an amazing thing happened to Moses’ 

character. He didn’t stop reacting, but rather learned to react correctly.  

 

The kaleidoscopic action of each day of leading two million people in 

the desert was more than enough challenge for Moses’ reacting ability. 

Much of the time he served as a buffer between God and the people.  

 

At one moment he had to respond to God’s anger at the people’s 

stubbornness and forgetfulness. At another moment he had to react to 

the people’s bickering and complaining. At still another moment he had 

to react to their unjustified attacks on his character. 

 

Leadership often involves reaction. If we want to react with instincts 

consistent with God’s will, we must develop habits of obedience to God. 

Consistent obedience to God is best developed in times of less stress. 

Then when stress comes, our natural reaction will be to obey God. 

 

In our age of lowering moral standards, we find it almost impossible to 

believe that God would punish Moses for the one time he disobeyed 

outright. What we fail to see, however, is that God did not reject Moses; 

Moses simply disqualified himself to enter the Promised Land.  
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Personal greatness does not make a person immune to error or its 

consequences. 

 

In Moses we see an outstanding personality shaped by God. But we must 

not misunderstand what God did.  

 

He did not change who or what Moses was; he did not give Moses new 

abilities and strengths. Instead, he took Moses’ characteristics and 

molded them until they were suited to his purposes.  

 

Does knowing this make a difference in your understanding of God’s 

purpose in your life? He is trying to take what he created in the first 

place and use it for its intended purposes.  

 

The next time you talk with God, don’t ask, “What should I change 

into?” but “How should I use my own abilities and strengths to do your 

will?” 

 

We are given another chance to change and fulfill God’s plan for our 

lives.  Let today be a new beginning. 

 

 

 

Chapter 7   

 

         Nebuchadnezzar  
 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

 

 

Nebuchadnezzar was one world leader who decided he could get more 

cooperation from the people he conquered by letting them keep their 

gods.  
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Their lands he took, their riches he robbed, their lives he controlled, but 

their idols he allowed them to worship, sometimes even worshiping 

them himself. Nebuchadnezzar’s plan worked well, with one glaring 

exception.  

 

When he conquered the little nation of Judah, he met a God who 

demanded exclusive worship—not just his share among many gods. In a 

sense, Nebuchadnezzar had always been able to rule the gods. This new 

God was different; this God dared to claim that he had made 

Nebuchadnezzar all that he was. 

 

One of the great conquerors in history was himself conquered by his 

Creator. 

 

The Bible allows us to note the ways in which God worked on 

Nebuchadnezzar. God allowed him victories, but he was accomplishing 

God’s purposes. 

 

 God allowed him to deport the best young Jewish leaders as his palace 

servants, while placing close to him a young man named Daniel, who 

would change the king’s life.  

 

God allowed Nebuchadnezzar to attempt to kill three of his servants to 

teach the king that he did not really have power over life and death.  

 

God warned him of the dangers in his pride, and then allowed 

Nebuchadnezzar to live through seven years of insanity before restoring 

him to the throne. God showed the king who was really in control! 

 

These lessons are clear to us today because of our place in history. When 

our attention shifts to our own lives, we find ourselves unable to see how 

God is working.  

 

But we do have the advantage of God’s Word as our guide for today’s 

challenges. We are commanded to obey God; we are also commanded to 
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trust him. Trusting him covers those times when we are not sure about 

the outcome. 

 

God has entrusted us with this day; have we trusted him with our lives?  

Have we taken advantage of the chance to renew our fellowship with 

God?  Let today be the days to take advantage of another chance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 8   

 

             Paul 
 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

 

 

No person, apart from Jesus himself, shaped the history of Christianity 

like the apostle Paul. Even before he was a believer, his actions were 

significant. His frenzied persecution of Christians following Stephen’s 

death got the church started in obeying Christ’s final command to take 

the gospel worldwide. 

 

 Paul’s personal encounter with Jesus changed his life. He never lost his 

fierce intensity, but from then on it was channeled for the gospel. 
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Paul was very religious. His training under Gamaliel was the finest 

available. His intentions and efforts were sincere. He was a good 

Pharisee, who knew the Bible and sincerely believed that this Christian 

movement was dangerous to Judaism.  

 

Thus Paul hated the Christian faith and persecuted Christians without 

mercy. 

 

Paul got permission to travel to Damascus to capture Christians and 

bring them back to Jerusalem. But God stopped him in his hurried tracks 

on the Damascus road. Paul personally met Jesus Christ, and his life was 

never again the same. 

 

Until Paul’s conversion, little had been done about carrying the gospel to 

non-Jews. Philip had preached in Samaria and to an Ethiopian man; 

Cornelius, a Gentile, was converted under Peter; and in Antioch in Syria, 

some Greeks had joined the believers.  

 

When Barnabas was sent from Jerusalem to check on this situation, he 

went to Tarsus to find Paul and bring him to Antioch, and together they 

worked among the believers there.  

 

They were then sent on a missionary journey, the first of three Paul 

would take, that would carry the gospel across the Roman empire. 

 

The thorny issue of whether Gentile believers had to obey Jewish laws 

before they could become Christians caused many problems in the early 

church. Paul worked hard to convince the Jews that Gentiles were 

acceptable to God, but he spent even more time convincing the Gentiles 

that they were acceptable to God.  

 

The lives Paul touched were changed and challenged by meeting Christ 

through him. 
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God did not waste any part of Paul—his background, his training, his 

citizenship, his mind, or even his weaknesses.  

 

Are you willing to let God do the same for you? You will never know all 

he can do with you until you allow him to have all that you are! 

 

If you, like Paul began you life with doubt and unbelief, remember you 

can still be greatly used of God.  Move into your new chance to be used 

of God.  Eternal life can be yours today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 9   

                   

                                  Jacob 
 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

 
 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are among the most significant people in the 

Old Testament. It is important to realize that this significance is not 

based upon their personal characters, but upon the character of God.  

 

They were all men who earned the grudging respect and even fear of 

their peers; they were wealthy and powerful, and yet each was capable 

of lying, deceit, and selfishness. They were not the perfect heroes we 

might have expected; instead, they were just like us, trying to please 

God, but often falling short. 
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Jacob was the third link in God’s plan to start a nation from Abraham. 

The success of that plan was more often in spite of than because of 

Jacob’s life.  

 

Before Jacob was born, God promised that his plan would be worked out 

through Jacob and not his twin brother, Esau. Although Jacob’s methods 

were not always respectable, his skill, determination, and patience have 

to be admired. As we follow him from birth to death, we are able to see 

God’s work. 

 

Jacob’s life had four stages, each marked by a personal encounter with 

God. In the first stage, Jacob lived up to his name, which means “he 

grasps the heel” (figuratively, “he deceives”). He grabbed Esau’s heel at 

birth, and by the time he fled from home, he had also grabbed his 

brother’s birthright and blessing. 

 

During his flight, God first appeared to him. Not only did God confirm 

to Jacob his blessing, but he awakened in Jacob a personal knowledge of 

himself.  

 

In the second stage, Jacob experienced life from the other side, being 

manipulated and deceived by Laban. But there is a curious change: the 

Jacob of stage one would simply have left Laban, whereas the Jacob of 

stage two, after deciding to leave, waited six years for God’s permission.  

 

In the third stage, Jacob was in a new role as grabber. This time, by the 

Jordan River, he grabbed on to God and wouldn’t let go. He realized his 

dependence on the God who had continued to bless him. His relationship 

to God became essential to his life, and his name was changed to Israel, 

“he struggles with God.”  

 

Jacob’s last stage of life was to be grabbed—God achieved a firm hold 

on him. In responding to Joseph’s invitation to come to Egypt, Jacob 

was clearly unwilling to make a move without God’s approval. 
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Can you think of times when God has made himself known to you? Do 

you allow yourself to meet him as you study his Word? 

 

What difference have these experiences made in your life? Are you more 

like the young Jacob, forcing God to track you down in the desert of 

your own plans and mistakes? Or are you more like the Jacob who 

placed his desires and plans before God for his approval before taking 

any action? 

 

God’s plan for you is to be used greatly by God.  When renewal is 

needed, do not neglect your opportunity for another chance. 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 10   

 

         The Prodigal Son 
 

Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 
 

The younger son’s share of the estate would have been one-third, with 

the older son receiving two-thirds (Deut. 21:17). In most cases he would 

have received this at his father’s death, although fathers sometimes 

chose to divide up their inheritance early and retire from managing their 

estates. What is unusual here is that the younger one initiated the 

division of the estate. This showed arrogant disregard for his father’s 

authority as head of the family. 
 

According to Moses’ law, pigs were unclean animals (Leviticus 11:2-8; 

Deut. 14:8). This meant that pigs could not be eaten or used for 

sacrifices. To protect themselves from defilement, Jews would not even 

touch pigs. For a Jew to stoop to feeding pigs was a great humiliation, 

and for this young man to eat food that the pigs had touched was to be 

degraded beyond belief. The younger son had truly sunk to the depths. 
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In the two preceding stories, the seeker actively looked for the coin and 

the sheep, which could not return by themselves. In this story, the father 

watched and waited. He was dealing with a human being with a will of 

his own, but he was ready to greet his son if he returned.  

 

In the same way, God’s love is constant and patient and welcoming. He 

will search for us and give us opportunities to respond, but he will not 

force us to come to him. Like the father in this story, God waits patiently 

for us to come to our senses. 

 

The sheep was lost because it may have foolishly wandered away (Luke 

15:4); the coin was lost through no fault of its own (Luke 15:8); and the 

son left out of selfishness (Luke 15:12).  

God’s great love reaches out and finds sinners no matter why or how 

they got lost. 
 

It was hard for the older brother to accept his younger brother when he 

returned, and it is just as difficult to accept “younger brothers” today.  

 

People who repent after leading notoriously sinful lives are often held in 

suspicion; churches are sometimes unwilling to admit them to 

membership. Instead, we should rejoice like the angels in heaven when 

an unbeliever repents and turns to God. Like the father, accept repentant 

sinners wholeheartedly and give them the support and encouragement 

that they need to grow in Christ. 

 

In the story of the lost son, the father’s response is contrasted with the 

older brother’s. The father forgave because he was filled with love. The 

son refused to forgive because he was bitter about the injustice of it all. 

His resentment rendered him just as lost to the father’s love as his 

younger brother had been.  

 

Don’t allow anything to keep you from forgiving others. If you are 

refusing to forgive people, you are missing a wonderful opportunity to 
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experience joy and share it with others. Make your joy grow: forgive 

somebody who has hurt you. 

 

How easy it is to resent God’s gracious forgiveness of others whom we 

consider to be far worse sinners than ourselves. But when our self-

righteousness gets in the way of rejoicing when others come to Jesus, we 

are no better than the Pharisees. Practice forgiveness and receive your 

new chance today. 
 

 

 

 

Chapter 11   

 

          Jonah 
 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

 

God told Jonah to preach to Nineveh, the most important city in 

Assyria, the rising world power of Jonah’s day. Within 50 years, 

Nineveh would become the capital of the vast Assyrian empire. Jonah 

doesn’t say much about Nineveh’s wickedness, but the prophet Nahum 

gives us more insight. 

 

 Nahum says that Nineveh was guilty of (1) evil plots against God 

(Nahum 1:9), (2) exploitation of the helpless (Nahum 2:12), (3) cruelty 

in war (Nahum 2:12-13), (4) idolatry, prostitution, and witchcraft 

(Nahum 3:4). God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, about 500 miles 

northeast of Israel, to warn of judgment and to declare that the people 

could receive mercy and forgiveness if they repented. 

 

Jonah knew that God had a specific job for him, but he didn’t want to do 

it. Tarshish could be one of any number of Phoenicia’s western ports. 

Nineveh was toward the east. Jonah decided to go as far west as he 

could. When God gives us directions through his Word, sometimes we 

run in fear or in stubbornness, claiming that God is asking too much. It 



 24 

may have been fear, or anger at the wideness of God’s mercy, that made 

Jonah run.  

 

But running got him into worse trouble. In the end, Jonah understood 

that it is best to do what God asks in the first place. But by then he had 

paid a costly price for running. It is far better to obey from the start. 
 

 

Jonah’s disobedience to God endangered the lives of the ship’s crew. 

We have a great responsibility to obey God’s Word because our sin and 

disobedience can hurt others around us. 

 

You cannot seek God’s love and run from him at the same time. Jonah 

soon realized that no matter where he went, he couldn’t get away from 

God. But before Jonah could return to God, he first had to stop going in 

the opposite direction. What has God told you to do? If you want more 

of God’s love and power, you must be willing to carry out the 

responsibilities he gives you. You cannot say that you truly believe in 

God if you don’t do what he says (1 John 2:3-6). 

 

Jonah had run away from God, but was given a second chance to 

participate in God’s work. You may feel as though you are disqualified 

from serving God because of past mistakes. But serving God is not an 

earned position—no one qualifies for God’s service. But God still asks 

us to carry out his work. You may yet have another chance. 

 

Jonah was to preach only what God told him—a message of doom to 

one of the most powerful cities in the world. This was not the most 

desirable assignment, but those who bring God’s word to others should 

not let social pressures or fear of people dictate their words. They are 

called to preach God’s message and his truth, no matter how unpopular 

it may be. 

 

God’s word is for everyone. Despite the wickedness of the Ninevite 

people, they were open to God’s message and repented immediately. If 
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we simply proclaim what we know about God, we may be surprised at 

how many people will listen, for God is the God of another chance. 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 12   

 

          Old Testament Scripture on the God of Another Chance 
 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

 

Isaiah 43:18  

    "But forget all that—it is nothing compared to what I am going to do.  

 

 

Isaiah 43:19  

I am about to do a brand-new thing. See, I have already begun! Do you 

not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness for my people 

to come home. I will create rivers for them in the desert!  

 

      

2 Samuel 12:13  

    Then David confessed to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." 

    Nathan replied, "Yes, but the Lord has forgiven you, and you won't 

die for this sin.  

 

     

Psalm 147:7-9  

    Sing out your thanks to the Lord; 

        sing praises to our God, accompanied by harps.  

 

    [8] He covers the heavens with clouds, 

        provides rain for the earth, 

        and makes the green grass grow in mountain pastures.  
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    [9] He feeds the wild animals, 

        and the young ravens cry to him for food.  

 

 

Jonah 2:2  

    He said, "I cried out to the Lord in my great trouble, and he answered 

me. I called to you from the world of the dead, and Lord, you heard me!  

 

     

Jonah 3:1  

    Then the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time:  

 

    

Psalm 37:33-34  

    But the Lord will not let the wicked succeed 

        or let the godly be condemned when they are brought before the 

judge. 

  

    [34] Don't be impatient for the Lord to act! 

        Travel steadily along his path. 

    He will honor you, giving you the land. 

        You will see the wicked destroyed. 

  

 

Proverbs 24:16  

    They may trip seven times, but each time they will rise again. But one 

calamity is enough to lay the wicked low.  

 

   

Lament. 3:21-26  

    Yet I still dare to hope when I remember this:  

    [22] The unfailing love of the Lord never ends! By his mercies we 

have been kept from complete destruction. [23] Great is his faithfulness; 

his mercies begin afresh each day. [24] I say to myself, "The Lord is my 

inheritance; therefore, I will hope in him!"  
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    [25] The Lord is wonderfully good to those who wait for him and seek 

him. [26] So it is good to wait quietly for salvation from the Lord.  

 

Isaiah 30:15  

    The Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says, "Only in returning 

to me and waiting for me will you be saved. In quietness and confidence 

is your strength. But you would have none of it.  

 

     

Isaiah 55:7  

    Let the people turn from their wicked deeds. Let them banish from 

their minds the very thought of doing wrong! Let them turn to the Lord 

that he may have mercy on them. Yes, turn to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon.  

 

     

Psalms 136.  Six times in this chapter, it says: “O give thanks unto the 

Lord…for his mercy endureth for ever.     
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  Chapter 13   

 

        New Testament Scriptures on the God of Another Chance 
 
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz  

 

     

1 John 1:9  

    But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us 

and to cleanse us from every wrong.  

Matthew 18:21-22  

    Then Peter came to him and asked, "Lord, how often should I forgive 

someone who sins against me? Seven times?"  

    [22] "No!" Jesus replied, "seventy times seven!  

 

     

2 Cor. 6:2  

    For God says, 

 

    "At just the right time, I heard you. 

        On the day of salvation, I helped you." 

 

Indeed, God is ready to help you right now. Today is the day of 

salvation. 

  

    

John 3:17  

    God did not send his Son into the world to condemn it, but to save it.  

 

 

Romans 5:8  

    But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us 

while we were still sinners.  
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Romans 6:23  

    For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 

through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

 

     

John 3:16  

    "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  

 

     

John 14:1-3  

    "Don't be troubled. You trust God, now trust in me. [2] There are 

many rooms in my Father's home, and I am going to prepare a place for 

you. If this were not so, I would tell you plainly. [3] When everything is 

ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me 

where I am.  

    

2 Peter 3:18  

    But grow in the special favor and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

    To him be all glory and honor, both now and forevermore. Amen. 

      

Philip. 2:6  

    Though he was God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as God.  

 

     

 

     

 

     

                                              Chapter 14   

 

                               God’s plan for Redemption 
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Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 
 

Romans 10:9-13  

    For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] 

For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and 

it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. 

 

 [11] As the Scriptures tell us, "Anyone who believes in him will not be 

disappointed." [12] Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They all 

have the same Lord, who generously gives his riches to all who ask for 

them.  

 

[13] For "Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  

 

 Have you ever been asked, “How do I become a Christian?” These 

verses give you the beautiful answer—salvation is as close as your own 

mouth and heart. People think it must be a complicated process, but it is 

not. If we believe in our hearts and say with our mouths that Christ is the 

risen Lord, we will be saved. 

 

10:11 This verse must be read in context. Paul is not saying Christians 

will never be put to shame or be disappointed. There will be times when 

people will let us down and when circumstances will take a turn for the 

worse. Paul is saying that God will keep his side of the bargain—those 

who call on him will be saved. God will never fail to provide 

righteousness to those who believe. 
 

 

We must take God’s great message of salvation to others so that they can 

respond to the Good News. How will your loved ones and neighbors 

hear it unless someone tells them? Is God calling you to take a part in 

making his message known in your community? Think of one person 

who needs to hear the Good News, and think of something you can do to 

help him or her hear it. Then take that step as soon as possible. 
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John 3:16  

    "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  
 

     

The entire gospel comes to a focus in this verse. God’s love is not static 

or self-centered; it reaches out and draws others in. Here God sets the 

pattern of true love, the basis for all love relationships—when you love 

someone dearly, you are willing to give freely to the point of self-

sacrifice. God paid dearly with the life of his Son, the highest price he 

could pay. Jesus accepted our punishment, paid the price for our sins, 

and then offered us the new life that he had bought for us. When we 

share the gospel with others, our love must be like Jesus’—willingly 

giving up our own comfort and security so that others might join us in 

receiving God’s love. 

 

In eternal life there is no death, sickness, enemy, evil, or sin. When we 

don’t know Christ, we make choices as though this life is all we have. In 

reality, this life is just the introduction to eternity. Receive this new life 

by faith and begin to evaluate all that happens from an eternal 

perspective. 

 

To “believe” is more than intellectual agreement that Jesus is God. It 

means to put our trust and confidence in him that he alone can save us. It 

is to put Christ in charge of our present plans and eternal destiny. 

Believing is both trusting his words as reliable, and relying on him for 

the power to change.  

If you have never trusted Christ, let this promise of everlasting life be 

yours—and believe. God is the God of another chance. 

 

You may pray a prayer similar to this prayer. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

 

I believe you are the Christ, the son of the Living God. 
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I ask you to come into my heart, forgive me of my sins and 

Save me now.  I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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