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The Book of Life 

 

The "Book of Life" is God's list of those who are in right relationship 

to him and who remain faithful 

 

Revelation 20:15 
 
And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire. 

At the judgment, the books will be opened. The Book of Life contains the 
names of those who have put their trust in Christ to save them. These 
books also contain the recorded deeds of everyone, good or evil. 
Everyone's life will be reviewed and evaluated.  

No one is saved by deeds, but deeds are seen as clear evidence of a 
person's actual relationship with God. Jesus will look at how we have 
handled gifts, opportunities, and responsibilities. God's gracious gift of 
salvation does not free us from the requirement of faithful obedience and 
service. Each of us must serve Christ in the best way we know and live 
each day knowing the books will one day be opened. 

 

Rejoice because your name is recorded in heaven. 

 

Luke 10:20 
 
"Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 
rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven." 

Jesus thanked God that spiritual truth was for everyone and not just for the 
elite. Many of life's rewards seem to go to the intelligent, the rich, the good 
looking, or the powerful, but the Kingdom of God is equally available to all, 
regardless of position or abilities.  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Revelation/20/15
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Luke/10/20
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We come to Jesus, not through strength or brains, but through childlike 
trust. Jesus is not opposed to engaging in scholarly pursuits; he is opposed 
to spiritual pride (being wise in one's own eyes). Join Jesus in thanking 
God that we all have equal access to him. Trust in God's grace, not in your 
personal qualifications, for your citizenship in the Kingdom. 
  

 

You may dwell in the city of the living God. 

 

Hebrews 12:22-23 
 
But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 

As Christians, we are citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem right now; 
because Christ rules our lives, the Holy Spirit is always with us, and we 
experience close fellowship with other believers. The full and ultimate 
rewards and reality of the heavenly Jerusalem are depicted in Revelation 
21. 
  

Everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 

 

Daniel 12:1 
 
"Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons 
of your people, will arise And there will be a time of distress such as never 
occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your 
people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 

This is a reference to the resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked, 
although the eternal destiny of each will be quite different. Up to this point 
in time, teaching about the resurrection was not common, although every 
Israelite believed that one day he or she would be included in the 
restoration of the new Kingdom. This reference to a bodily resurrection of 
both the saved and the lost was a sharp departure from common belief. 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Hebrews/12/22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Daniel/12/1
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Many people try to be stars in the world of entertainment, only to find their 
stardom temporary. God tells us how we can be eternal "stars"—by being 
wise and leading many to God's righteousness. If we share our Lord with 
others, we can be true stars—radiantly beautiful in God's sight! 

 

Our fellow workers in Christ are found in the Book of Life. 

 

Philippians 4:3 
 
Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have 
shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also 
and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Paul did not warn the Philippian church of doctrinal errors, but he did 
address some relational problems.  

These two women had been workers for Christ in the church. Their broken 
relationship was no small matter, because many had become believers 
through their efforts. It is possible to believe in Christ, work hard for his 
Kingdom, and yet have broken relationships with others who are committed 
to the same cause.  

But there is no excuse for remaining unreconciled. Do you need to be 
reconciled to someone today? If you're facing a conflict you can't resolve, 
don't let the tension build into an explosion.  

Don't withdraw or resort to cruel power plays. Don't stand idly by and wait 
for the dispute to resolve itself. Instead, seek the help of those known for 
peacemaking. 
  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Philippians/4/3
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The overcomers name will not be erased from the book of life. 

 

Revelation 3:5 
 
'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not 
erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My 
Father and before His angels. 

To be "clothed in white" means to be set apart for God and made pure. 
Christ promises future honor and eternal life to those who stand firm in their 
faith. The names of all believers are registered in the Book of Life.  

This book symbolizes God's knowledge of who belongs to him. All such 
people are guaranteed a listing in the Book of Life and are introduced to the 
hosts of heaven as belonging to Christ.   

 

 

The names of the unclean will not be found in the book of life. 

 

Revelation 21:27 
 
And nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, 
shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb's book of life. 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Revelation/3/5
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Revelation/21/27
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Not everyone will be allowed into the New Jerusalem, but "only those 
whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life." (The Book of Life is 
explained in the notes on 3:5 and 20:12-15.) Don't think that you will get in 
because of your background, personality, or good behavior. Eternal life is 
available to you only because of what Jesus, the Lamb, has done. Trust 
him today to secure your citizenship in his new creation. 

 

The names of those who practice sin 

Will not be found in the book of life. 

 

Exodus 32:31-33 
 
Then Moses returned to the LORD, and said, "Alas, this people has 
committed a great sin, and they have made a god of gold for themselves. 
“But now, if you will, forgive their sin--and if not, please blot me out from 
your book which you have written!" The LORD said to Moses, "Whoever 
has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of my book. 

 Overwhelmed by the actual sight of the blatant idolatry and revelry, Moses 
broke the tablets containing the commandments which had already been 
broken in the hearts and actions of the people. There is a place for 
righteous anger. However angry Moses might have been, God was angrier 
still—he wanted to kill all the people. Anger at sin is a sign of spiritual 
vitality. Don't squelch this kind of anger. But when you are justifiably angry 
at sin, be careful not to do anything that you will regret later. 
  

 

The names of the unrighteous will be blotted out of the book of life. 

 

Psalm 69:27-28 
 
Add iniquity to their iniquity, and may they not come into your 
righteousness. May they be blotted out of the book of life and may they not 
be recorded with the righteous. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+3%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A12-15
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Exodus/32/31
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/69/27
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The "Book of Life" is God's list of those who are in right relationship to him 
and who remain faithful. This term in the New Testament refers to those 
who will receive eternal life  
  

 

 

 
 

The names of the martyrs are found in the book of life.  
 

 
Revelation 13:8 
 
All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not 
been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb 
who has been slain. 

In this chapter, a scarlet beast similar to the beast and the dragon appears 
as an ally of the great prostitute. The beast was alive, died, and then came 
back to life.  

The beast's resurrection symbolizes the persistence of evil. This 
resurgence of evil power will convince many to join forces with the beast, 
but those who choose the side of evil condemn themselves to the devil's 
fate—eternal torment. 
  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Revelation/13/8
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Those whose names are not in the book of life 

Will wonder when they see the beast. 

 

Revelation 17:8 
 
"The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the 
abyss and go to destruction And those who dwell on the earth, whose 
name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the 
world, will wonder when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will 
come. 

We met the dragon (Satan).  The beast was alive, died, and then came 
back to life. The beast's resurrection symbolizes the persistence of evil. 
This resurgence of evil power will convince many to join forces with the 
beast, but those who choose the side of evil condemn themselves to the 
devil's fate—eternal torment. 
  

  

In the book of life, all is ordained by God. 

 

Psalm 139:16 
 
Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in your book were all 
written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one 
of them. 

If we truly love God, then we will be deeply hurt if someone hates him. 
David asked God to search his heart and mind and point out any wrong 
motives that may have been behind his strong words. But while we seek 
justice against evil, we must also pray that God's enemies will turn to him 
before he judges them. 
  

 

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Revelation/17/8
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/139/16
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A book of remembrance for believers was written before God. 

 

Malachi 3:16 
 
Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD 
gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for those who fear the LORD and who esteem His name. 

God will remember those who remain faithful to him, and who love, fear, 

honor, and respect him 

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Malachi/3/16
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An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus 

 

Rev. 3:20  

 

    Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 

open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I 

ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept 

you as savior and will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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