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     Overview 

 

DELILAH EFFORTS WERE DEVVISTATING TO 

SAMSON 
 

 

A person’s greatest accomplishment may well be helping others accomplish great 

things. Likewise, a person’s greatest failure may be preventing others from 

achieving greatness.  

 

Delilah played a minor role in Samson’s life, but her effect was devastating, for she 

influenced him to betray his special calling from God.  

 

Motivated by greed, Delilah used her persistence to wear down Samson. His 

infatuation with her made Samson a vulnerable target. For all his physical strength, 

he was no match for her, and he paid a great price for giving in to her.  

 

Delilah is never mentioned again in the Bible. Her unfaithfulness to Samson 

brought ruin to him and to her people. 
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   The Philistine Lord use Delilah to entice Samson 

 

Judges 16:4-18  

 

And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, 

whose name was Delilah.  

 

And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, 

and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against 

him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us 

eleven hundred pieces of silver.  

 

And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, 

and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee. 

 

And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven green widths that were 

never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.  

 

Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green widths which had 

not been dried, and she bound him with them.  

 

Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she said 

unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the widths, as a 

thread of tow is broken when it touches the fire. So his strength was not known.  

 

And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: 

now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound. 

 

 And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were 

occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.  

 

Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto him, The 

Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding in the 

chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a thread.  

 

 

And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: 

tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, if thou weave the 

seven locks of my head with the web.  
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And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, 

Samson. And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, 

and with the web.  

 

And she said unto him, how canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not 

with me? You have mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy 

great strength lieth.  

 

And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so 

that his soul was vexed unto death;  

 

That he told her all his heart, and said unto her. There hath not come a razor upon 

mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be 

shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like 

any other man. 

 

And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the 

lords of the Philistines, saying, come up this once, for he hath shewed me all his 

heart.  

 

Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their 

hand.  

 

 

The Philistines were ruled by five rulers. 

 

The Philistines were ruled by five rulers, not just one. Each ruler ruled from a 

different city—Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, Gath, or Gaza. Each of these cities was 

an important center for trade and commerce.  

 

Given Delilah’s character, it is little wonder that she betrayed Samson when these 

rich and powerful men paid her a personal visit. 

 

Samson was deceived because he wanted to believe Delilah’s lies.  

 

Although he could strangle a lion, he could not smother his burning lust and see 

Delilah for who she really was. 

 

 



 5 

 

 

How can you keep your desire for love and sexual pleasure 

from deceiving you? 

 

 

(1) You must decide what kind of a person you will love before passion takes over. 

Determine whether a person’s character and faith in God are as desirable as his or 

her physical appearance.  

 

(2) Because most of the time you spend with your spouse will not involve sex, 

your companion’s personality, temperament, and commitment to solve problems 

must be as gratifying. 

 

(3) Be patient. The second look often reveals what is beneath the pleasant 

appearance and attentive touch. 

 

Delilah kept asking Samson for the secret of his strength until he finally grew tired 

of hearing her nagging and gave in. This was the second time that Samson allowed 

himself to be worn down by persistent nagging (Judges 14:17).  

 

What a pitiful excuse for disobedience. Don’t allow anyone, no matter how 

attractive or persuasive, to talk you into doing wrong. 
 

 

     

     Life Application 
 

Samson had been more than once brought into mischief and danger by the love of 

women, yet he would not take warning, but is again taken in the same snare, and 

this third time is fatal.  

 

Licentiousness is one of the things that take away the heart. This is a deep pit into 

which many have fallen; but from which few have escaped, and those by a miracle 

of mercy, with the loss of reputation and usefulness, of almost all, except their 

souls.  

 

The anguish of the suffering is ten thousand times greater than all the pleasures of 

the sin. 
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Key verses: 

“With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was tired to death. So 

he told her everything” (Judges 16:16-17). 
 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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