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Overview 
 

 
  ELISHA FOLLOWS A GREAT EXAMPLE 

 
 
Elisha’s story is told in 1 Kings 19:16-2 Kings 13:20. He is also mentioned in Luke 4:27. 
 
Few “replacements” in Scripture were as effective as Elisha, who was Elijah’s 
replacement as Gods prophet to Israel. But Elisha had a great example to follow in the 
prophet Elijah.  
 
He remained with Elijah until the last moments of his teacher’s life on earth. He was 
willing to follow and learn in order to gain power to do the work to which God had 
called him. 
 
Both Elijah and Elisha concentrated their efforts on the particular needs of the people 
around them. The fiery Elijah confronted and exposed idolatry, helping to create an 
atmosphere where people could freely and publicly worship God.  
 
Elisha then moved in to demonstrate Gods powerful, yet caring, nature to all who came 
to him for help. He spent less time in conflict with evil and more in compassionate care 
of people. The Bible records 18 encounters between Elisha and needy people. 
 
Elisha saw more in life than most people because he recognized that with God there was 
more to life. He knew that all we are and have comes to us from God.  
 
The miracles that occurred during Elisha’s ministry put people in touch with the personal 
and all-powerful God. Elijah would have been proud of his replacements work. 
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Elisha was the successor to the prophet Elijah. 
 

 
God instructed Elijah to anoint. 

1 Kings 19:16  

Then anoint Jehu son of Nimshi to be king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
from Abel-meholah to replace you as my prophet.  

God asked Elijah to anoint three different people. The first was Hazael, as king of Aram. 
Elijah was told to anoint an enemy king because God was going to use Aram as his 
instrument to punish Israel for its sin. Aram brought Israel’s external punishment. 
 

Israel’s internal punishment came from Jehu, the next man Elijah was to anoint. As 
king of Israel, Jehu would destroy those who worshiped the false god Baal (2 Kings 9-
10). 

The third person Elijah was told to anoint was Elisha, the prophet who would succeed 
him. Elisha’s job was to work in Israel, the northern kingdom, to help point the people 
back to God. At this time, the southern kingdom was ruled by Jehoshaphat, a king 
devoted to God. 

 

Elisha was called by Elijah 

    1 Kings 19:19  

    So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a field with a team of oxen. 
There were eleven teams of oxen ahead of him, and he was plowing with the twelfth 
team. Elijah went over to him and threw his cloak across his shoulders and walked away 
again.  

The cloak was the most important article of clothing a person could own. It was used as 
protection against the weather, as bedding, as a place to sit, and as luggage. It could be 
given as a pledge for a debt or torn into pieces to show grief. Elijah put his cloak on 
Elisha’s shoulders to show that he would become Elijah’s successor. Later, when the 
transfer of authority was complete, Elijah left his cloak for Elisha (2 Kings 2:11-14). 
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Ministers unto Elijah 

   1 Kings 19:21  

    Elisha then returned to his oxen, killed them, and used the wood from the plow to 
build a fire to roast their flesh. He passed around the meat to the other plowmen, and they 
all ate. Then he went with Elijah as his assistant. 

  By killing his oxen, Elisha made a strong commitment to follow Elijah. Without them, 
he could not return to his life as a wealthy farmer. This meal was more than a feast 
among farmers. It was an offering of thanks to the Lord who chose Elisha to be his 
prophet. 

 

Witnesses Elijah's transporting, receives a double portion of his spirit 

    2 Kings 2:1-15  

    When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were traveling from Gilgal.  And Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here, for the Lord has told 
me to go to Bethel." 

But Elisha replied, "As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I will never leave 
you!" So they went on together to Bethel.  

The group of prophets from Bethel came to Elisha and asked him, "Did you know that 
the Lord is going to take your master away from you today?" 

"Quiet!" Elisha answered. "Of course I know it."  

Then Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here, for the Lord has told me to go to Jericho." 

But Elisha replied again, "As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I will never 
leave you." So they went on together to Jericho.  

Then the group of prophets from Jericho came to Elisha and asked him, "Did you know 
that the Lord is going to take your master away from you today?" 

"Quiet!" he answered again. "Of course I know it."  

Then Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here, for the Lord has told me to go to the Jordan 
River." 

    But again Elisha replied, "As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I will 
never leave you." So they went on together.  
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Fifty men from the group of prophets also went and watched from a distance as Elijah 
and Elisha stopped beside the Jordan River. Then Elijah folded his cloak together and 
struck the water with it. The river divided, and the two of them went across on dry 
ground!  

When they came to the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, "What can I do for you before I 
am taken away?" 

 And Elisha replied, "Please let me become your rightful successor."  

 "You have asked a difficult thing," Elijah replied. "If you see me when I am taken from 
you, then you will get your request. But if not, then you won't."  

As they were walking along and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire appeared, drawn by 
horses of fire. It drove between them, separating them, and Elijah was carried by a 
whirlwind into heaven.  

Elisha saw it and cried out, "My father! My father! The chariots and charioteers of 
Israel!" And as they disappeared from sight, Elisha tore his robe in two.  

Then Elisha picked up Elijah's cloak and returned to the bank of the Jordan River.  He 
struck the water with the cloak and cried out, "Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?" 
Then the river divided, and Elisha went across.  

When the group of prophets from Jericho saw what happened, they exclaimed, "Elisha 
has become Elijah's successor!" And they went to meet him and bowed down before him.  

A “company of the prophets” was like a school, a gathering of disciples around a 
recognized prophet, such as Elijah or Elisha. These companies of prophets, located 
throughout the country, helped stem the tide of spiritual and moral decline in the nation 
begun under Jeroboam. The students at Bethel were eyewitnesses to the succession of the 
prophetic ministry from Elijah to Elisha. 
 
 

Elijah’s cloak was a symbol of his authority as a prophet. 
 
Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit (prophetic ministry). Deut. 21:17 helps 
explain Elisha’s request. According to custom, the firstborn son received a double 
portion of the father’s inheritance (see the note on +Genesis 25:31). He was asking to be 
Elijah’s heir, or successor, the one who would continue Elijah’s work as leader of the 
prophets. But the decision to grant Elisha’s request was up to God. Elijah only told him 
how he would know if his request had been granted. 
 
God granted Elisha’s request because Elisha’s motives were pure. His main goal was not 
to be better or more powerful than Elijah, but to accomplish more for God. If our motives 
are pure, we don’t have to be afraid to ask great things from God. When we ask God for 
great power or ability, we need to examine our desires and get rid of any selfishness we 
find. To have the Holy Spirit’s help, we must be willing to ask. 
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Elijah was taken to heaven without dying. He is the second person mentioned in 
Scripture to do so. Enoch was the first (Genesis 5:21-24). The other prophets may not 
have seen God take Elijah, or they may have had a difficult time believing what they saw. 
In either case, they wanted to search for Elijah (2 Kings 2:16-18).  
 
Finding no physical trace of him would confirm what had happened and strengthen their 
faith. The only other person taken to heaven in bodily form was Jesus after his 
resurrection from the dead (Acts 1:9). 
 

The King looks for a prophet 

 
2 Kings 3:11  

 But King Jehoshaphat of Judah asked, "Is there no prophet of the Lord with us? If there 
is, we can ask the Lord what to do." 

One of King Joram's officers replied, "Elisha son of Shaphat is here. He used to be 
Elijah's personal assistant."  

 

Elisha was mocked by the young men of Beth-el 

   2 Kings 2:23-24  

Elisha left Jericho and went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, a group of 
boys from the town began mocking and making fun of him. "Go away, you baldhead!" 
they chanted. "Go away, you baldhead!"  

Elisha turned around and looked at them, and he cursed them in the name of the Lord. 
Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of them.  

 

    Elisha causes the king to restore the property of the hospitable Shunammite 
woman 

2 Kings 8:1-6  

Elisha had told the woman whose son he had brought back to life, "Take your family and 
move to some other place, for the Lord has called for a famine on Israel that will last for 
seven years."  

So the woman did as the man of God instructed. She took her family and lived in the land 
of the Philistines for seven years.  
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After the famine ended she returned to the land of Israel, and she went to see the king 
about getting back her house and land.  

As she came in, the king was talking with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God. The 
king had just said, "Tell me some stories about the great things Elisha has done."  

And Gehazi was telling the king about the time Elisha had brought a boy back to life. At 
that very moment, the mother of the boy walked in to make her appeal to the king. 

"Look, my lord!" Gehazi exclaimed. "Here is the woman now, and this is her son—the 
very one Elisha brought back to life!"  

 "Is this true?" the king asked her. And she told him that it was. So he directed one of his 
officials to see to it that everything she had lost was restored to her, including the value 
of any crops that had been harvested during her absence. 

  

Instructs that Jehu be anointed as king of Israel 

   2 Kings 9:1-3  

Meanwhile, Elisha the prophet had summoned a member of the group of prophets. "Get 
ready to go to Ramoth-gilead," he told him. "Take this vial of olive oil with you, and find 
Jehu son of Jehoshaphat and grandson of Nimshi. Call him into a back room away from 
his friends, and pour the oil over his head.  

Say to him, 'this is what the Lord says: I anoint you to be the king over Israel.' Then open 
the door and run for your life!"  

 

Life of Elisha is sought by Jehoram 

   2 Kings 6:31-33  

"May God kill me if I don't execute Elisha son of Shaphat this very day," the king vowed.  

Elisha was sitting in his house at a meeting with the leaders of Israel when the king sent a 
messenger to summon him. But before the messenger arrived, Elisha said to the leaders, 
"A murderer has sent a man to kill me. When he arrives, shut the door and keep him out. 
His master will soon follow him."  

While Elisha was still saying this, the messenger arrived. And the king said, "It is the 
Lord who has brought this trouble on us! Why should I wait any longer for the Lord?" 
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Why did the king blame Elisha for the famine and troubles of the siege? Here are some 
possible reasons: (1) some commentators say that Elisha must have told the king to trust 
God for deliverance.  
 
The king did this and even wore sackcloth (2 Kings 6:30), but at this point the situation 
seemed hopeless.  
 
Apparently the king thought Elisha had given him bad advice and not even God could 
help them.  
 
(2) For years there was conflict between the kings of Israel and the prophets of God. The 
prophets often predicted doom because of the kings’ evil, so the kings saw them as 
troublemakers. Thus Israel’s king was striking out in frustration at Elisha.  
 
(3) The king may have remembered when Elijah helped bring an end to a famine (1 
Kings 18:41-46). Knowing Elisha was a man of God, perhaps the king thought he could 
do any miracle he wanted and was angry that he had not come to Israel’s rescue. 

 

Death of Elisha 

2 Kings 13:14-20  

When Elisha was in his last illness, King Jehoash of Israel visited him and wept over 
him. "My father! My father! The chariots and charioteers of Israel!" he cried.  

Elisha told him, "Get a bow and some arrows." And the king did as he was told.  

 Then Elisha told the king of Israel to put his hand on the bow, and Elisha laid his own 
hands on the king's hands. Then he commanded, "Open that eastern window," and he 
opened it. Then he said, "Shoot!" So he did. 

Then Elisha proclaimed, "This is the Lord's arrow, full of victory over Aram, for you will 
completely conquer the Arameans at Aphek. Now pick up the other arrows and strike 
them against the ground." So the king picked them up and struck the ground three times. 

But the man of God was angry with him. "You should have struck the ground five or six 
times!" he exclaimed. "Then you would have beaten Aram until they were entirely 
destroyed. Now you will be victorious only three times."  

Then Elisha died and was buried. Groups of Moabite raiders used to invade the land each 
spring.  
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Elisha was highly regarded for his prophetic powers and miracles on Israel’s behalf. 
Jehoash called him, “The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” This recalls the title Elisha 
gave to Elijah in 2 Kings 2:12. Jehoash feared Elisha’s death because he ascribed the 
nation’s well-being to Elisha rather than to God. Jehoash’s fear reveals his lack of 
spiritual understanding. At least 43 years had passed since Elisha was last mentioned in 
Scripture (2 Kings 9:1), when he anointed Jehu king (841 B.C.). Jehoash’s reign began in 
798 B.C. 
 
When Jehoash was told to strike the ground with the arrows, he did it only halfheartedly. 
As a result, Elisha told the king that his victory over Aram would not be complete. 
Receiving the full benefits of God’s plan for our lives requires us to receive and obey 
God’s commands fully. If we don’t follow God’s complete instructions, we should not be 
surprised that his full benefits and blessings are not present. 
 
  

Bones of Elisha restores a dead man to life 

 2 Kings 13:21  

Once when some Israelites were burying a man, they spied a band of these raiders. So 
they hastily threw the body they were burying into the tomb of Elisha. But as soon as the 
body touched Elisha's bones, the dead man revived and jumped to his feet!  

Elisha was dead, but his good influence remained, even causing miracles. This 
demonstrated that Elisha was indeed a prophet of God. It also attested to God’s power—
no pagan idol ever raised anyone from the dead. This miracle served as one more 
reminder to Israel that it had rejected God’s word as given through Elisha. 
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MIRACLES OF ELISHA 

Divides the Jordan 

    2 Kings 2:14  

He struck the water with the cloak and cried out, "Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?" 
Then the river divided, and Elisha went across.  

When Elisha struck the water, it was not out of disrespect to God or Elijah. It was a plea 
by Elisha to God to confirm his appointment as Elijah’s successor. 

 

Elisha purifies the waters of Jericho by casting salt into the fountain 

 2 Kings 2:19-22  

    Now the leaders of the town of Jericho visited Elisha. "We have a problem, my lord," 
they told him. "This town is located in beautiful natural surroundings, as you can see. But 
the water is bad, and the land is unproductive."  

Elisha said, "Bring me a new bowl with salt in it." So they brought it to him.  

Then he went out to the spring that supplied the town with water and threw the salt into 
it. And he said, "This is what the Lord says: I have made this water wholesome. It will no 
longer cause death or infertility."  

And sure enough! The water has remained wholesome ever since, just as Elisha said.  

 

Increases the oil of the woman whose sons were to be sold for her debt 

2 Kings 4:1-7  

One day the widow of one of Elisha's fellow prophets came to Elisha and cried out to 
him, "My husband who served you is dead, and you know how he feared the Lord. But 
now a creditor has come, threatening to take my two sons as slaves."  

"What can I do to help you?" Elisha asked. "Tell me, what do you have in the house?" 

"Nothing at all, except a flask of olive oil," she replied.  

 And Elisha said, "Borrow as many empty jars as you can from your friends and 
neighbors. Then go into your house with your sons and shut the door behind you. Pour 
olive oil from your flask into the jars, setting the jars aside as they are filled."  
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So she did as she was told. Her sons brought many jars to her, and she filled one after 
another. Soon every container was full to the brim! 

"Bring me another jar," she said to one of her sons. 

"There aren't any more!" he told her. And then the olive oil stopped flowing.  

When she told the man of God what had happened, he said to her, "Now sell the olive oil 
and pay your debts, and there will be enough money left over to support you and your 
sons." 

Poor people and debtors were allowed to pay their debts by selling themselves or their 
children as slaves. God ordered rich people and creditors not to take advantage of these 
people during their time of extreme need (see Deut. 15:1-18 for an explanation of these 
practices). This woman’s creditor was not acting in the spirit of God’s law. Elisha’s kind 
deed demonstrates that God wants us to go beyond simply keeping the law. We must also 
show compassion. 
 
  This chapter records four of God’s miracles through Elisha: providing money for a 
poverty-stricken widow (2 Kings 4:1-7); raising a dead boy to life (2 Kings 4:32-37); 
purifying poisonous food (2 Kings 4:38-41); and providing food for 100 men (2 Kings 
4:42-44). These miracles show God’s tenderness and care for those who are faithful to 
him. 

When reading the Old Testament, it is easy to focus on God’s harsh judgment of the 
rebellious and to minimize his tender care for those who love and serve him. To see him 
at work providing for his followers helps us keep his severe justice toward the 
unrepentant in proper perspective. 
 
The woman and her sons collected jars from their neighbors, pouring oil into them from 
their one pot. The oil was probably olive oil and was used for cooking, for lamps, and for 
fuel. The oil stopped pouring only when they ran out of containers.  
 
The number of jars they gathered was an indication of their faith. God’s provision was as 
large as their faith and willingness to obey. Beware of limiting God’s blessings by a lack 
of faith and obedience. God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine 
(Ephes. 3:20). 

 

Elisha raises the son of the Shunammite woman from the dead 

2 Kings 4:18-37  

One day when her child was older, he went out to visit his father, who was working with 
the harvesters.  Suddenly he complained, "My head hurts! My head hurts!" 

His father said to one of the servants, "Carry him home to his mother."  
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So the servant took him home, and his mother held him on her lap. But around noontime 
he died.  

She carried him up to the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and left him there. 
She sent a message to her husband: "Send one of the servants and a donkey so that I can 
hurry to the man of God and come right back."  

 "Why today?" he asked. "It is neither a new moon festival nor a Sabbath." 

But she said, "It's all right." So she saddled the donkey and said to the servant, "Hurry! 
Don't slow down on my account unless I tell you to."  

 As she approached the man of God at Mount Carmel, Elisha saw her in the distance. He 
said to Gehazi, "Look, the woman from Shunem is coming. Run out to meet her and ask 
her, 'Is everything all right with you, with your husband, and with your child?' " 

"Yes," the woman told Gehazi, "everything is fine."  

 But when she came to the man of God at the mountain, she fell to the ground before him 
and caught hold of his feet. Gehazi began to push her away, but the man of God said, 
"Leave her alone. Something is troubling her deeply, and the Lord has not told me what it 
is."  

Then she said, "It was you, my lord, who said I would have a son. And didn't I tell you 
not to raise my hopes?"  

 Then Elisha said to Gehazi, "Get ready to travel; take my staff and go! Don't talk to 
anyone along the way. Go quickly and lay the staff on the child's face."  

But the boy's mother said, "As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I won't go 
home unless you go with me." So Elisha returned with her.  

Gehazi hurried on ahead and laid the staff on the child's face, but nothing happened. 
There was no sign of life. He returned to meet Elisha and told him, "The child is still 
dead."  

 When Elisha arrived, the child was indeed dead, lying there on the prophet's bed. He 
went in alone and shut the door behind him and prayed to the Lord. Then he lay down on 
the child's body, placing his mouth on the child's mouth, his eyes on the child's eyes, and 
his hands on the child's hands. And the child's body began to grow warm again!  

Elisha got up and walked back and forth in the room a few times. Then he stretched 
himself out again on the child. This time the boy sneezed seven times and opened his 
eyes!  

Then Elisha summoned Gehazi. "Call the child's mother!" he said. And when she came 
in, Elisha said, "Here, take your son!"  She fell at his feet, overwhelmed with gratitude. 
Then she picked up her son and carried him downstairs. 
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Elisha’s prayer and method of raising the dead boy show God’s personal care for hurting 
people. We must express genuine concern for others as we carry God’s message to them. 
Only then will we faithfully represent our Father in heaven. 

 

Elisha neutralizes the poison of the stew 

 2 Kings 4:38-41  

Elisha now returned to Gilgal, but there was a famine in the land. One day as the group 
of prophets was seated before him, he said to his servant, "Put on a large kettle and make 
some stew for these men."  

One of the young men went out into the field to gather vegetables and came back with a 
pocketful of wild gourds. He shredded them and put them into the kettle without realizing 
they were poisonous.  

But after the men had eaten a bite or two they cried out, "Man of God, there's poison in 
this stew!" So they would not eat it.  

Elisha said, "Bring me some flour." Then he threw it into the kettle and said, "Now it's all 
right; go ahead and eat." And then it did not harm them!  

“Death in the pot” means that the food was poisonous. Perhaps a poisonous wild 
vegetable or herb had been mixed in with the edible plants. 

 

Elisha increases the bread to feed one-hundred men 

2 Kings 4:42-44  

One day a man from Baal-shalishah brought the man of God a sack of fresh grain and 
twenty loaves of barley bread made from the first grain of his harvest. Elisha said, "Give 
it to the group of prophets so they can eat."  

"What?" his servant exclaimed. "Feed one hundred people with only this?" 

But Elisha repeated, "Give it to the group of prophets so they can eat, for the Lord says 
there will be plenty for all. There will even be some left over!"  

And sure enough, there was plenty for all and some left over, just as the Lord had 
promised. 
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Elisha heals Naaman the leper 

  Kings 5:1-19  

The king of Aram had high admiration for Naaman, the commander of his army, because 
through him the Lord had given Aram great victories. But though Naaman was a mighty 
warrior, he suffered from leprosy.  

Now groups of Aramean raiders had invaded the land of Israel, and among their captives 
was a young girl who had been given to Naaman's wife as a maid. One day the girl said 
to her mistress, "I wish my master would go to see the prophet in Samaria. He would heal 
him of his leprosy."  

So Naaman told the king what the young girl from Israel had said. "Go and visit the 
prophet," the king told him. "I will send a letter of introduction for you to carry to the 
king of Israel." So Naaman started out, taking as gifts 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds 
of gold, and ten sets of clothing.  

The letter to the king of Israel said: "With this letter I present my servant Naaman. I want 
you to heal him of his leprosy."  

When the king of Israel read it, he tore his clothes in dismay and said, "This man sends 
me a leper to heal! Am I God that I can kill and give life? He is only trying to find an 
excuse to invade us again."  

But when Elisha, the man of God, heard about the king's reaction, he sent this message to 
him: "Why are you so upset? Send Naaman to me, and he will learn that there is a true 
prophet here in Israel."  

So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and waited at the door of Elisha's house. 
But Elisha sent a messenger out to him with this message: "Go and wash yourself seven 
times in the Jordan River. Then your skin will be restored, and you will be healed of 
leprosy."  

 But Naaman became angry and stalked away. "I thought he would surely come out to 
meet me!" he said. "I expected him to wave his hand over the leprosy and call on the 
name of the Lord his God and heal me!  

Aren't the Abana River and Pharpar River of Damascus better than all the rivers of Israel 
put together? Why shouldn't I wash in them and be healed?" So Naaman turned and went 
away in a rage.  

But his officers tried to reason with him and said, "Sir, if the prophet had told you to do 
some great thing, wouldn't you have done it? So you should certainly obey him when he 
says simply to go and wash and be cured!" So Naaman went down to the Jordan River 
and dipped himself seven times, as the man of God had instructed him. And his flesh 
became as healthy as a young child's, and he was healed!  
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Then Naaman and his entire party went back to find the man of God. They stood before 
him, and Naaman said, "I know at last that there is no God in all the world except in 
Israel. Now please accept my gifts."  

But Elisha replied, "As surely as the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will not accept any 
gifts." And though Naaman urged him to take the gifts, Elisha refused.  

Then Naaman said, "All right, but please allow me to load two of my mules with earth 
from this place, and I will take it back home with me. From now on I will never again 
offer any burnt offerings or sacrifices to any other god except the Lord.  

However, may the Lord pardon me in this one thing. When my master the king goes into 
the temple of the god Rimmon to worship there and leans on my arm, may the Lord 
pardon me when I bow, too."  

"Go in peace," Elisha said. So Naaman started home again. 

Leprosy, much like AIDS today, was one of the most feared diseases of the time. Some 
forms were extremely contagious and, in many cases, incurable. In its worst forms, 
leprosy led to death. Many lepers were forced out of the cities into quarantined camps. 
Because Naaman still held his post, he probably had a mild form of the disease, or 
perhaps it was still in the early stages.  
 
In either case, his life would have been tragically shortened by his disease. (For more 
about leprosy in Bible times, see the note on +Leviticus 13:1ff.) 

Aram was Israel’s neighbor to the northeast, but the two nations were rarely on friendly 
terms. Under David, Aram paid tribute to Israel. In Elisha’s day, Aram was growing in 
power and frequently conducted raids on Israel, trying to frustrate the people and bring 
about political confusion. Israelite captives were often taken back to Aram after 
successful raids. Naaman’s servant girl was an Israelite, kidnapped from her home and 
family. Ironically, Naaman’s only hope of being cured came from Israel. 

The little girl’s faith and Naaman’s quest contrast with the stubbornness of Israel’s king 
(2 Kings 5:7). A leader in mighty Aram sought the God of Israel; Israel’s own king 
would not.  
 
We don’t know the little girl’s name or much about her, but her brief word to her 
mistress brought healing and faith in God to a powerful Aramean captain. God had 
placed her for a purpose, and she was faithful. Where has God put you? No matter how 
humble or small your position, God can use you to spread his Word. Look for 
opportunities to tell others what God can do. There’s no telling who will hear your 
message! 
 
Naaman, a great hero, was used to getting respect, and he was outraged when Elisha 
treated him like an ordinary person. A proud man, he expected royal treatment. To wash 
in a great river would be one thing, but the Jordan was small and dirty.  
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To wash in the Jordan, Naaman thought, was beneath a man of his position. But Naaman 
had to humble himself and obey Elisha’s commands in order to be healed. 

Obedience to God begins with humility.  
 
We must believe that his way is better than our own. We may not always understand his 
ways of working, but by humbly obeying, we will receive his blessings. We must 
remember that (1) God’s ways are best; (2) God wants our obedience more than anything 
else; (3) God can use anything to accomplish his purposes. 
 
Naaman left in a rage because the cure for his disease seemed too simple. He was a hero, 
and he expected a heroic cure. Full of pride and self-will, he could not accept the simple 
cure of faith. Sometimes people react to God’s offer of forgiveness in the same way. Just 
to believe in Jesus Christ somehow doesn’t seem significant enough to bring eternal life.  
 
To obey God’s commands doesn’t seem heroic. What Naaman had to do to have his 
leprosy washed away is similar to what we must do to have our sin washed away—
humbly accept God’s mercy. Don’t let your reaction to the way of faith keep you from 
the cure you need the most. 
     
Elisha refused Naaman’s money to show that God’s favor cannot be purchased. Our 
money, like Naaman’s, is useless when we face death. No matter how much wealth we 
accumulate in this life, it will evaporate when we stand before God, our Creator. It will 
be our faith in Jesus Christ that saves us, not our bank accounts. 
 
How could Naaman be forgiven for bowing to a pagan idol? Naaman was not asking for 
permission to worship the god Rimmon, but to do his civil duty, helping the king get 
down and up as he bowed. Also known as Hadad, Rimmon, the god of Damascus, was 
believed to be a god of rain and thunder. Naaman, unlike most of his contemporaries, 
showed a keen awareness of God’s power.  
 
Instead of adding God to his nation’s collection of idols, he acknowledged that there was 
only one true God. He did not intend to worship other gods. His asking for pardon in this 
one area shows the marked contrast between Naaman and the Israelites, who were 
continually worshiping many idols. 

 

God sends Naaman's leprosy upon Gehazi as a judgment 

  2 Kings 5:26-27  

But Elisha asked him, "Don't you realize that I was there in spirit when Naaman stepped 
you have done this, you and your children and your children's children will suffer from 
Naaman's leprosy forever."  

When Gehazi left the room, he was leprous; his skin was as white as snow. Down from 
his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to receive money and clothing and olive groves 
and vineyards and sheep and oxen and servants?  
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  Gehazi saw a perfect opportunity to get rich by selfishly asking for the reward Elisha 
had refused. Unfortunately, there were three problems with his plan:  
 
(1) He willingly accepted money that had been offered to someone else;  
 
(2) He wrongly implied that money could be exchanged for God’s free gift of healing and 
mercy;  
 
(3) He lied and tried to cover up his motives for accepting the money.  
 
Although Gehazi had been a helpful servant, personal gain had become more important 
to him than serving God. 
 
This passage is not teaching that money is evil or that ministers should not get paid; 
instead, it is warning against greed and deceit. True service is motivated by love and 
devotion to God and seeks no personal gain. As you serve God, check your motives—
you can’t serve both God and money (Matthew 6:24). 
 

Recovers the ax that had fallen into a stream by causing it to float 

  2 Kings 6:6  

    "Where did it fall?" the man of God asked. When he showed him the place, Elisha cut 
a stick and threw it into the water. Then the ax head rose to the surface and floated.  

The incident of the floating ax head is recorded to show God’s care and provision for 
those who trust him, even in the insignificant events of everyday life. God is always 
present.  
 
Placed in the Bible between the healing of an Aramean general and the deliverance of 
Israel’s army, this miracle also shows Elisha’s personal contact with the students in the 
companies of the prophets.  
 
Although he had the respect of kings, Elisha never forgot to care for the faithful. Don’t 
let the importance of your work drive out your concern for human need. 

 

Reveals the counsel of the king of Syria 

   2 Kings 6:12  

    "It's not us, my lord," one of the officers replied. "Elisha, the prophet in Israel, tells the 
king of Israel even the words you speak in the privacy of your bedroom!"  
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Opens the eyes of his servant to see the hosts of the Lord 

2 Kings 6:17  

    Then Elisha prayed, "O Lord, open his eyes and let him see!" The Lord opened his 
servant's eyes, and when he looked up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha was filled 
with horses and chariots of fire.  

Elisha’s servant was no longer afraid when he saw God’s mighty heavenly army. Faith 
reveals that God is doing more for his people than we can ever realize through sight 
alone. When you face difficulties that seem insurmountable, remember that spiritual 
resources are there even if you can’t see them. Look through the eyes of faith and let God 
show you his resources.  
 
If you don’t see God working in your life, the problem may be your spiritual eyesight, 
not God’s power. 

 

Brings blindness upon the army of Syria 

2 Kings 6:18  

As the Aramean army advanced toward them, Elisha prayed, "O Lord, please make them 
blind." And the Lord did as Elisha asked.  

 

     

PROPHECIES OF ELISHA 

Foretells  

The birth of a son to the Shunammite woman 

2 Kings 4:16  

    "Next year at about this time you will be holding a son in your arms!" 

    "No, my lord!" she protested. "Please don't lie to me like that, O man of God."  
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Bounty to the starving people in Samaria 

2 Kings 7:1  

Elisha replied, "Hear this message from the Lord! This is what the Lord says: By this 
time tomorrow in the markets of Samaria, five quarts of fine flour will cost only half an 
ounce of silver, and ten quarts of barley grain will cost only half an ounce of silver."  

When Elisha prophesied God’s deliverance, the king’s officer said it couldn’t happen. 
The officer’s faith and hope were gone, but God’s words came true anyway (2 Kings 
7:14-16)! Sometimes we become preoccupied with problems when we should be looking 
for opportunities.  
 
Instead of focusing on the negatives, develop an attitude of expectancy. To say that God 
cannot rescue someone or that a situation is impossible demonstrates a lack of faith. 

 

The death of the unbelieving prince 

   2 Kings 7:2  

The officer assisting the king said to the man of God, "That couldn't happen even if the 
Lord opened the windows of heaven!" But Elisha replied, "You will see it happen, but 
you won't be able to eat any of it!" 

  

Seven years of famine in the land of Canaan 

  2 Kings 8:1-3  

Elisha had told the woman whose son he had brought back to life, "Take your family and 
move to some other place, for the Lord has called for a famine on Israel that will last for 
seven years."  

So the woman did as the man of God instructed. She took her family and lived in the land 
of the Philistines for seven years.  

After the famine ended she returned to the land of Israel, and she went to see the king 
about getting back her house and land.  

This story must have happened before the events recorded in 2 Kings 5, because the 
seven-year famine must have ended before Gehazi was struck with leprosy.  
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This shows Elijah’s long-term concern for this widow and contrasts his miraculous 
public ministry with his private ministry to this family. Elisha’s life exemplifies the kind 
of concern we should have for others. 

The death of Ben-hadad, king of Syria 

  2 Kings 8:7-10  

Now Elisha went to Damascus, the capital of Aram, where King Ben-hadad lay sick. 
Someone told the king that the man of God had come. [8] When the king heard the news, 
he said to Hazael, "Take a gift to the man of God. Then tell him to ask the Lord if I will 
get well again."  

So Hazael loaded down forty camels with the finest products of Damascus as a gift for 
Elisha. He went in to him and said, "Your servant Ben-hadad, the king of Aram, has sent 
me to ask you if he will recover."  

And Elisha replied, "Go and tell him, 'You will recover.' But the Lord has shown me that 
he will actually die!"  

 

 

Elevation of Hazael to the throne 

 2 Kings 8:11-15  

Elisha stared at Hazael with a fixed gaze until Hazael became uneasy. Then the man of 
God started weeping.  

 "What's the matter, my lord?" Hazael asked him. 

 Elisha replied, "I know the terrible things you will do to the people of Israel. You will 
burn their fortified cities, kill their young men, dash their children to the ground, and rip 
open their pregnant women!"  

Then Hazael replied, "How could a nobody like me ever accomplish such a great feat?" 

But Elisha answered, "The Lord has shown me that you are going to be the king of 
Aram."  

When Hazael went back, the king asked him, "What did Elisha tell you?" 

And Hazael replied, "He told me that you will surely recover."  

But the next day Hazael took a blanket, soaked it in water, and held it over the king's face 
until he died. Then Hazael became the next king of Aram. 
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When Elisha told Hazael he would sin greatly, Hazael protested that he would never do 
that sort of thing. He did not acknowledge his personal potential for evil. In our 
enlightened society, it is easy to think we are above gross sin and can control our actions. 
We think that we would never sink so low. Instead, we should take a more Biblical and 
realistic look at ourselves and admit our sinful potential. Then we will ask for God’s 
strength to resist such evil. 
 
Elisha’s words about Hazael’s treatment of Israel were partially fulfilled in 2 Kings 
10:32-33. Apparently Hazael had known he would be king because Elijah had anointed 
him (1 Kings 19:15). But he was impatient and, instead of waiting for God’s timing, took 
matters into his own hands, killing Ben-Hadad. God used Hazael as an instrument of 
judgment against the disobedient Israelites. 

 

The victory of Jehoash over Syria 

 2 Kings 13:14-19  

When Elisha was in his last illness, King Jehoash of Israel visited him and wept over 
him. "My father! My father! The chariots and charioteers of Israel!" he cried.  

Elisha told him, "Get a bow and some arrows." And the king did as he was told.  

Then Elisha told the king of Israel to put his hand on the bow, and Elisha laid his own 
hands on the king's hands.  

Then he commanded, "Open that eastern window," and he opened it. Then he said, 
"Shoot!" So he did. 

Then Elisha proclaimed, "This is the Lord's arrow, full of victory over Aram, for you will 
completely conquer the Arameans at Aphek.  

Now pick up the other arrows and strike them against the ground." So the king picked 
them up and struck the ground three times.  

But the man of God was angry with him. "You should have struck the ground five or six 
times!" he exclaimed. "Then you would have beaten Aram until they were entirely 
destroyed. Now you will be victorious only three times."  

Elisha was highly regarded for his prophetic powers and miracles on Israel’s behalf. 
Jehoash called him, “The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” This recalls the title Elisha 
gave to Elijah in 2 Kings 2:12. Jehoash feared Elisha’s death because he ascribed the 
nation’s well-being to Elisha rather than to God. Jehoash’s fear reveals his lack of 
spiritual understanding.  
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At least 43 years had passed since Elisha was last mentioned in Scripture (2 Kings 9:1), 
when he anointed Jehu king (841 B.C.). Jehoash’s reign began in 798 B.C. 
 
When Jehoash was told to strike the ground with the arrows, he did it only halfheartedly. 
As a result, Elisha told the king that his victory over Aram would not be complete. 
Receiving the full benefits of God’s plan for our lives requires us to receive and obey 
God’s commands fully.  
 
If we don’t follow God’s complete instructions, we should not be surprised that his full 
benefits and blessings are not present. 

 

Lesson for life: 
 

 
 In Gods eyes, one measure of greatness is the willingness to serve the poor as well as 

the powerful 
  
An effective replacement not only learns from his master, but also builds upon him 

masters achievements 
 
We too have great examples to follow—both people in Scripture and those who have 
positively influenced our lives.  
 
We must resist the tendency to think about the limitations that our family background or 
environment create for us. Instead, we should ask God to use us for his purposes—
perhaps, like Elijah, to take a stand against great wrongs or, like Elisha, to show 
compassion for the daily needs of those around us. Ask him to use you as only he can. 
 
 
 
Key verse: 
 
“When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, Tell me, what can I do for you before I am 
taken from you? 
 
Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit, Elisha replied” (2 Kings 2:9). 
 
 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 
 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you to 
forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and will 

follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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