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Esther 
 

 

OVERVIEW: DRAMA, power, romance, intrigue—this is the stuff of which best-

selling novels are made. But far from a modern piece of fiction, those words 

describe a true story, lived and written centuries ago. More than entertaining 

reading, it is a story of the profound interplay of God’s sovereignty and human 

will. God prepared the place and the opportunity, and his people, Esther and 

Mordecai, chose to act. 

 

The book of Esther begins with Queen Vashti refusing to obey an order from her 

husband, King Xerxes. She was subsequently banished, and the search began for a 

new queen. The king sent out a decree to gather together all the beautiful women in 

the empire and bring them into the royal harem. Esther, a young Jewish woman, 

was one of those chosen to be in the royal harem. King Xerxes was so pleased with 

Esther that he made her his queen. 

 

Meanwhile, Mordecai, Esther’s older cousin, became a government official and 

during his tenure foiled an assassination plot. But the ambitious and self-serving 

Haman was appointed second-in-command in the empire. When Mordecai refused 

to bow in reverence to him, Haman became furious and determined to destroy 

Mordecai and all the Jews along with him. 

 

To accomplish his vengeful deed, Haman deceived the king and persuaded him to 

issue an edict condemning the Jews to death. Mordecai told Queen Esther about 

this edict, and she decided to risk her life to save her people. Esther asked King 

Xerxes and Haman to be her guests at a banquet. During the feast, the king asked 

Esther what she really wanted, and he promised to give her anything. Esther simply 

invited both men to another banquet the next day. 

 

That night, unable to sleep, the king was flipping through some records in the royal 

archives when he read of the assassination plot that Mordecai thwarted. Surprised 

to learn that Mordecai had never been rewarded for this deed, the king asked 

Haman what should be done to properly thank a hero. Haman thought the king 

must be talking about him, and so he described a lavish reward. The king agreed, 

but to Haman’s shock and utter humiliation, he learned that Mordecai was the 

person to be so honored. 

 

http://www.bibleonthenet.com/Ez,Neh,Est.htm#esther
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During the second banquet, the king again asked Esther what she desired. She 

replied that someone has plotted to destroy her and her people, and she named 

Haman as the culprit. Immediately the king sentenced Haman to die on the gallows 

that he had built for Mordecai. 

 

In the final act of this true-life drama, Mordecai was appointed to Haman’s 

position, and the Jews were guaranteed protection throughout the land. To 

celebrate this historic occasion, the feast of Purim was established. 

 

Because of Queen Esther’s courageous act, a whole nation was saved. Seeing her 

God-given opportunity, she seized it! Her life made a difference. Read Esther and 

watch for God at work in your life. Perhaps he has prepared you to act in “such a 

time as this” (Esther 4:14). 
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THE BLUEPRINT 

 

 

The book of Esther is an example of God’s divine guidance and care over our 

lives. God’s sovereignty and power are seen throughout this book. Although we 

may question certain circumstances in our lives, we must have faith that God is in 

control, working through both the pleasant and difficult times so that we can serve 

him effectively. 

 

1. Esther becomes queen (Esther 1:1-2:23) 

 
  

    This happened in the days of King Xerxes, who reigned over 127 provinces stretching from 

India to Ethiopia. [2] At that time he ruled his empire from his throne at the fortress of Susa. [3] 

In the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all his princes and officials. He invited all the 

military officers of Media and Persia, as well as the noblemen and provincial officials. [4] The 

celebration lasted six months—a tremendous display of the opulent wealth and glory of his 

empire.  

 

    [5] When it was all over, the king gave a special banquet for all the palace servants and 

officials—from the greatest to the least. It lasted for seven days and was held at Susa in the 

courtyard of the palace garden. [6] The courtyard was decorated with beautifully woven white 

and blue linen hangings, fastened by purple ribbons to silver rings embedded in marble pillars. 

Gold and silver couches stood on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and 

other costly stones. [7] Drinks were served in gold goblets of many designs, and there was an 

abundance of royal wine, just as the king had commanded. [8] The only restriction on the 

drinking was that no one should be compelled to take more than he wanted. But those who 

wished could have as much as they pleased, for the king had instructed his staff to let everyone 

decide this matter for himself.  

 

    [9] Queen Vashti gave a banquet for the women of the palace at the same time. 

 

  

    [10] On the seventh day of the feast, when King Xerxes was half drunk with wine, he told 

Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven eunuchs who 

attended him, [11] to bring Queen Vashti to him with the royal crown on her head. He wanted all 

the men to gaze on her beauty, for she was a very beautiful woman. [12] But when they 

conveyed the king's order to Queen Vashti, she refused to come. This made the king furious, and 

he burned with anger.  

 

    [13] He immediately consulted with his advisers, who knew all the Persian laws and customs, 

for he always asked their advice. [14] The names of these men were Carshena, Shethar, 

Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan—seven high officials of Persia and Media. 

They were his closest associates and held the highest positions in the empire.  
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[15] "What must be done to Queen Vashti?" the king demanded. "What penalty does the law 

provide for a queen who refuses to obey the king's orders, properly sent through his eunuchs?"  

    [16] Memucan answered the king and his princes, "Queen Vashti has wronged not only the 

king but also every official and citizen throughout your empire. [17] Women everywhere will 

begin to despise their husbands when they learn that Queen Vashti has refused to appear before 

the king. [18] Before this day is out, the wife of every one of us, your officials throughout the 

empire, will hear what the queen did and will start talking to their husbands the same way. There 

will be no end to the contempt and anger throughout your realm.  

 

[19] So if it please the king, we suggest that you issue a written decree, a law of the Persians and 

Medes that cannot be revoked. It should order that Queen Vashti be forever banished from your 

presence and that you choose another queen more worthy than she. [20] When this decree is 

published throughout your vast empire, husbands everywhere, whatever their rank, will receive 

proper respect from their wives!"  

 

    [21] The king and his princes thought this made good sense, so he followed Memucan's 

counsel. [22] He sent letters to all parts of the empire, to each province in its own script and 

language, proclaiming that every man should be the ruler of his home. 

  

    [2:1] But after Xerxes' anger had cooled, he began thinking about Vashti and what she had 

done and the decree he had made. [2] So his attendants suggested, "Let us search the empire to 

find beautiful young virgins for the king. [3] Let the king appoint agents in each province to 

bring these beautiful young women into the royal harem at Susa. Hegai, the eunuch in charge, 

will see that they are all given beauty treatments. [4] After that, the young woman who pleases 

you most will be made queen instead of Vashti." This advice was very appealing to the king, so 

he put the plan into effect immediately.  

 

    [5] Now at the fortress of Susa there was a certain Jew named Mordecai son of Jair. He was 

from the tribe of Benjamin and was a descendant of Kish and Shimei. [6] His family had been 

exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar, along with King Jehoiachin of 

Judah and many others. [7] This man had a beautiful and lovely young cousin, Hadassah, who 

was also called Esther. When her father and mother had died, Mordecai adopted her into his 

family and raised her as his own daughter.  

 

[8] As a result of the king's decree, Esther, along with many other young women, was brought to 

the king's harem at the fortress of Susa and placed in Hegai's care. [9] Hegai was very impressed 

with Esther and treated her kindly. He quickly ordered a special menu for her and provided her 

with beauty treatments. He also assigned her seven maids specially chosen from the king's 

palace, and he moved her and her maids into the best place in the harem.  

 

    [10] Esther had not told anyone of her nationality and family background, for Mordecai had 

told her not to. [11] Every day Mordecai would take a walk near the courtyard of the harem to 

ask about Esther and to find out what was happening to her.  
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    [12] Before each young woman was taken to the king's bed, she was given the prescribed 

twelve months of beauty treatments—six months with oil of myrrh, followed by six months with 

special perfumes and ointments. [13] When the time came for her to go in to the king, she was 

given her choice of whatever clothing or jewelry she wanted to enhance her beauty.  

[14] That evening she was taken to the king's private rooms, and the next morning she was 

brought to the second harem, where the king's wives lived. There she would be under the care of 

Shaashgaz, another of the king's eunuchs. She would live there for the rest of her life, never 

going to the king again unless he had especially enjoyed her and requested her by name.  

    [15] When it was Esther's turn to go to the king, she accepted the advice of Hegai, the eunuch 

in charge of the harem. She asked for nothing except what he suggested, and she was admired by 

everyone who saw her. 

 

 [16] When Esther was taken to King Xerxes at the royal palace in early winter of the seventh 

year of his reign, [17] the king loved her more than any of the other young women. He was so 

delighted with her that he set the royal crown on her head and declared her queen instead of 

Vashti. [18] To celebrate the occasion, he gave a banquet in Esther's honor for all his princes and 

servants, giving generous gifts to everyone and declaring a public festival for the provinces.  

    [19] Even after all the young women had been transferred to the second harem and Mordecai 

had become a palace official, [20] Esther continued to keep her nationality and family 

background a secret. She was still following Mordecai's orders, just as she did when she was 

living in his home. 

  

    [21] One day as Mordecai was on duty at the palace, two of the king's eunuchs, Bigthana and 

Teresh—who were guards at the door of the king's private quarters—became angry at King 

Xerxes and plotted to assassinate him. [22] But Mordecai heard about the plot and passed the 

information on to Queen Esther. She then told the king about it and gave Mordecai credit for the 

report. [23] When an investigation was made and Mordecai's story was found to be true, the two 

men were hanged on a gallows. This was all duly recorded in The Book of the History of King 

Xerxes' Reign. 
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The Jews are threatened (Esther 3:1-4:17) 
  

 

    Some time later, King Xerxes promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite to prime 

minister, making him the most powerful official in the empire next to the king himself. [2] All 

the king's officials would bow down before Haman to show him respect whenever he passed by, 

for so the king had commanded. But Mordecai refused to bow down or show him respect.  

    [3] Then the palace officials at the king's gate asked Mordecai, "Why are you disobeying the 

king's command?" [4] They spoke to him day after day, but still he refused to comply with the 

order. So they spoke to Haman about this to see if he would tolerate Mordecai's conduct, since 

Mordecai had told them he was a Jew.  

 

    [5] When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down or show him respect, he was filled 

with rage. [6] So he decided it was not enough to lay hands on Mordecai alone. Since he had 

learned that Mordecai was a Jew, he decided to destroy all the Jews throughout the entire empire 

of Xerxes.  

    [7] So in the month of April, during the twelfth year of King Xerxes' reign, lots were cast (the 

lots were called purim) to determine the best day and month to take action. And the day selected 

was March 7, nearly a year later.  

 

    [8] Then Haman approached King Xerxes and said, "There is a certain race of people scattered 

through all the provinces of your empire. Their laws are different from those of any other nation, 

and they refuse to obey even the laws of the king. So it is not in the king's interest to let them 

live. [9] If it please Your Majesty, issue a decree that they be destroyed, and I will give 375 tons 

of silver to the government administrators so they can put it into the royal treasury."  

    [10] The king agreed, confirming his decision by removing his signet ring from his finger and 

giving it to Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite—the enemy of the Jews.  

 

[11] "Keep the money," the king told Haman, "but go ahead and do as you like with these 

people."  

    [12] On April 17 Haman called in the king's secretaries and dictated letters to the princes, the 

governors of the respective provinces, and the local officials of each province in their own scripts 

and languages. These letters were signed in the name of King Xerxes, sealed with his ring, [13] 

and sent by messengers into all the provinces of the empire. The letters decreed that all Jews—

young and old, including women and children—must be killed, slaughtered, and annihilated on a 

single day. This was scheduled to happen nearly a year later on March 7. The property of the 

Jews would be given to those who killed them.  

 

[14] A copy of this decree was to be issued in every province and made known to all the people, 

so that they would be ready to do their duty on the appointed day. [15] At the king's command, 

the decree went out by the swiftest messengers, and it was proclaimed in the fortress of Susa. 

Then the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa fell into confusion. 

  

    [4:1] When Mordecai learned what had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 

ashes, and went out into the city, crying with a loud and bitter wail. [2] He stood outside the gate 
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of the palace, for no one was allowed to enter while wearing clothes of mourning. [3] And as 

news of the king's decree reached all the provinces, there was great mourning among the Jews.  

 

They fasted, wept, and wailed, and many people lay in sackcloth and ashes.  

    [4] When Queen Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told her about Mordecai, she was 

deeply distressed. She sent clothing to him to replace the sackcloth, but he refused it. [5] Then 

Esther sent for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs who had been appointed as her attendant. She 

ordered him to go to Mordecai and find out what was troubling him and why he was in 

mourning. [6] So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the square in front of the palace gate.  

    [7] Mordecai told him the whole story and told him how much money Haman had promised to 

pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews.  

 

[8] Mordecai gave Hathach a copy of the decree issued in Susa that called for the death of all 

Jews, and he asked Hathach to show it to Esther. He also asked Hathach to explain it to her and 

to urge her to go to the king to beg for mercy and plead for her people. [9] So Hathach returned 

to Esther with Mordecai's message.  

    [10] Then Esther told Hathach to go back and relay this message to Mordecai: [11] "The 

whole world knows that anyone who appears before the king in his inner court without being 

invited is doomed to die unless the king holds out his gold scepter. And the king has not called 

for me to come to him in more than a month." [12] So Hathach gave Esther's message to 

Mordecai.  

 

    [13] Mordecai sent back this reply to Esther: "Don't think for a moment that you will escape 

there in the palace when all other Jews are killed. [14] If you keep quiet at a time like this, 

deliverance for the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. 

What's more, who can say but that you have been elevated to the palace for just such a time as 

this?"  

 

    [15] Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: [16] "Go and gather together all the Jews of Susa 

and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will do the 

same. And then, though it is against the law, I will go in to see the king. If I must die, I am 

willing to die." [17] So Mordecai went away and did as Esther told him. 
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Esther intercedes for the Jews (Esther 5:1-8:17) 

 
  

    Three days later, Esther put on her royal robes and entered the inner court of the palace, 

just across from the king's hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne, facing the 

entrance. [2] When he saw Queen Esther standing there in the inner court, he welcomed 

her, holding out the gold scepter to her. So Esther approached and touched its tip.  

    [3] Then the king asked her, "What do you want, Queen Esther? What is your request? I 

will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!"  

 

    [4] And Esther replied, "If it please Your Majesty, let the king and Haman come today 

to a banquet I have prepared for the king."  

 

    [5] The king turned to his attendants and said, "Tell Haman to come quickly to a 

banquet, as Esther has requested." So the king and Haman went to Esther's banquet.  

    [6] And while they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, "Now tell me what you 

really want. What is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!"  

    [7] Esther replied, "This is my request and deepest wish. [8] If Your Majesty is pleased 

with me and wants to grant my request, please come with Haman tomorrow to the banquet 

I will prepare for you. Then tomorrow I will explain what this is all about." 

  

    [9] What a happy man Haman was as he left the banquet! But when he saw Mordecai 

sitting at the gate, not standing up or trembling nervously before him, he was furious. [10] 

However, he restrained himself and went on home. Then he gathered together his friends 

and Zeresh, his wife, [11] and boasted to them about his great wealth and his many 

children. He bragged about the honors the king had given him and how he had been 

promoted over all the other officials and leaders.  

 

    [12] Then Haman added, "And that's not all! Queen Esther invited only me and the king 

himself to the banquet she prepared for us. And she has invited me to dine with her and 

the king again tomorrow!" [13] Then he added, "But all this is meaningless as long as I see 

Mordecai the Jew just sitting there at the palace gate."  

 

    [14] So Haman's wife, Zeresh, and all his friends suggested, "Set up a gallows that 

stands seventy-five feet tall, and in the morning ask the king to hang Mordecai on it. 

When this is done, you can go on your merry way to the banquet with the king." This 

pleased Haman immensely, and he ordered the gallows set up. 

  

    [6:1] That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he ordered an attendant to bring the 

historical records of his kingdom so they could be read to him. [2] In those records he 

discovered an account of how Mordecai had exposed the plot of Bigthana and Teresh, two 

of the eunuchs who guarded the door to the king's private quarters. They had plotted to 

assassinate the king. [3] "What reward or recognition did we ever give Mordecai for this?" 

the king asked. 
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    His attendants replied, "Nothing has been done."  

    [4] "Who is that in the outer court?" the king inquired. Now, as it happened, Haman had 

just arrived in the outer court of the palace to ask the king to hang Mordecai from the 

gallows he had prepared.  

 

    [5] So the attendants replied to the king, "Haman is out there." 

    "Bring him in," the king ordered. [6] So Haman came in, and the king said, "What 

should I do to honor a man who truly pleases me?" 

 

    Haman thought to himself, "Whom would the king wish to honor more than me?" [7] 

So he replied, "If the king wishes to honor someone, [8] he should bring out one of the 

king's own royal robes, as well as the king's own horse with a royal emblem on its head. 

[9] Instruct one of the king's most noble princes to dress the man in the king's robe and to 

lead him through the city square on the king's own horse. Have the prince shout as they 

go, 'This is what happens to those the king wishes to honor!' "  

 

    [10] "Excellent!" the king said to Haman. "Hurry and get the robe and my horse, and do 

just as you have said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the gate of the palace. Do not fail 

to carry out everything you have suggested."  

    [11] So Haman took the robe and put it on Mordecai, placed him on the king's own 

horse, and led him through the city square, shouting, "This is what happens to those the 

king wishes to honor!" [12] Afterward Mordecai returned to the palace gate, but Haman 

hurried home dejected and completely humiliated.  

 

    [13] When Haman told his wife, Zeresh, and all his friends what had happened, they 

said, "Since Mordecai—this man who has humiliated you—is a Jew, you will never 

succeed in your plans against him. It will be fatal to continue to oppose him." [14] While 

they were still talking, the king's eunuchs arrived to take Haman to the banquet Esther had 

prepared. 

  

    [7:1] So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther's banquet. [2] And while they were 

drinking wine that day, the king again asked her, "Tell me what you want, Queen Esther. 

What is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!"  

    [3] And so Queen Esther replied, "If Your Majesty is pleased with me and wants to 

grant my request, my petition is that my life and the lives of my people will be spared. [4] 

For my people and I have been sold to those who would kill, slaughter, and annihilate us. 

If we had only been sold as slaves, I could remain quiet, for that would have been a matter 

too trivial to warrant disturbing the king."  

 

 

    [5] "Who would do such a thing?" King Xerxes demanded. "Who would dare touch 

you?"  

    [6] Esther replied, "This wicked Haman is our enemy." Haman grew pale with fright 

before the king and queen. [7] Then the king jumped to his feet in a rage and went out into 

the palace garden. 
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    But Haman stayed behind to plead for his life with Queen Esther, for he knew that he 

was doomed. [8] In despair he fell on the couch where Queen Esther was reclining, just as 

the king returned from the palace garden. "Will he even assault the queen right here in the 

palace, before my very eyes?" the king roared. And as soon as the king spoke, his 

attendants covered Haman's face, signaling his doom.  

 

    [9] Then Harbona, one of the king's eunuchs, said, "Haman has set up a gallows that 

stands seventy-five feet tall in his own courtyard. He intended to use it to hang Mordecai, 

the man who saved the king from assassination." 

    "Then hang Haman on it!" the king ordered. [10] So they hanged Haman on the gallows 

he had set up for Mordecai, and the king's anger was pacified. 

 

  

    [8:1] On that same day King Xerxes gave the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews, 

to Queen Esther. Then Mordecai was brought before the king, for Esther had told the king 

how they were related. [2] The king took off his signet ring—which he had taken back 

from Haman—and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed Mordecai to be in charge of 

Haman's property.  

 

    [3] Now once more Esther came before the king, falling down at his feet and begging 

him with tears to stop Haman's evil plot against the Jews. [4] Again the king held out the 

gold scepter to Esther. So she rose and stood before him [5] and said, "If Your Majesty is 

pleased with me and if he thinks it is right, send out a decree reversing Haman's orders to 

destroy the Jews throughout all the provinces of the king. [6] For how can I endure to see 

my people and my family slaughtered and destroyed?"  

 

    [7] Then King Xerxes said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, "I have given Esther 

the estate of Haman, and he has been hanged on the gallows because he tried to destroy 

the Jews. [8] Now go ahead and send a message to the Jews in the king's name, telling 

them whatever you want, and seal it with the king's signet ring. But remember that 

whatever is written in the king's name and sealed with his ring can never be revoked."  

    [9] So on June 25 the king's secretaries were summoned. As Mordecai dictated, they 

wrote a decree to the Jews and to the princes, governors, and local officials of all the 127 

provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia. The decree was written in the scripts and 

languages of all the peoples of the empire, including the Jews.  

 

[10] Mordecai wrote in the name of King Xerxes and sealed the message with the king's 

signet ring. He sent the letters by swift messengers, who rode horses especially bred for 

the king's service.  

 

    [11] The king's decree gave the Jews in every city authority to unite to defend their 

lives. They were allowed to kill, slaughter, and annihilate anyone of any nationality or 

province who might attack them or their children and wives, and to take the property of 

their enemies. [12] The day chosen for this event throughout all the provinces of King 

Xerxes was March 7 of the next year.  
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[13] A copy of this decree was to be recognized as law in every province and proclaimed 

to all the people. That way the Jews would be ready on that day to take revenge on their 

enemies. [14] So urged on by the king's command, the messengers rode out swiftly on 

horses bred for the king's service. The same decree was also issued at the fortress of Susa.  

    [15] Then Mordecai put on the royal robe of blue and white and the great crown of 

gold, and he wore an outer cloak of fine linen and purple. And the people of Susa 

celebrated the new decree.  

 

[16] The Jews were filled with joy and gladness and were honored everywhere. [17] In 

every city and province, wherever the king's decree arrived, the Jews rejoiced and had a 

great celebration and declared a public festival and holiday. And many of the people of the 

land became Jews themselves, for they feared what the Jews might do to them. 
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The Jews are delivered (Esther 9:1-10:3) 

 
 

    So on March 7 the two decrees of the king were put into effect. On that day, the enemies of the 

Jews had hoped to destroy them, but quite the opposite happened. [2] The Jews gathered in their 

cities throughout all the king's provinces to defend themselves against anyone who might try to 

harm them. But no one could make a stand against them, for everyone was afraid of them. [3] 

And all the commanders of the provinces, the princes, the governors, and the royal officials 

helped the Jews for fear of Mordecai. [4] For Mordecai had been promoted in the king's palace, 

and his fame spread throughout all the provinces as he became more and more powerful.  

     

[5] But the Jews went ahead on the appointed day and struck down their enemies with the sword. 

They killed and annihilated their enemies and did as they pleased with those who hated them. [6] 

They killed five hundred people in the fortress of Susa. [7] They also killed Parshandatha, 

Dalphon, Aspatha, [8] Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, [9] Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha— 

[10] the ten sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did not take 

any plunder.  

 

    [11] That evening, when the king was informed of the number of people killed in the fortress 

of Susa, [12] he called for Queen Esther and said, "The Jews have killed five hundred people in 

the fortress of Susa alone and also Haman's ten sons. If they have done that here, what has 

happened in the rest of the provinces? But now, what more do you want? It will be granted to 

you; tell me and I will do it."  

 

    [13] And Esther said, "If it please Your Majesty, give the Jews in Susa permission to do again 

tomorrow as they have done today, and have the bodies of Haman's ten sons hung from the 

gallows."  

 

    [14] So the king agreed, and the decree was announced in Susa. They also hung the bodies of 

Haman's ten sons from the gallows. [15] Then the Jews at Susa gathered together on March 8 

and killed three hundred more people, though again they took no plunder.  

 

    [16] Meanwhile, the other Jews throughout the king's provinces had gathered together to 

defend their lives. They gained relief from all their enemies, killing seventy-five thousand of 

those who hated them. But they did not take any plunder. [17] Throughout the provinces this was 

done on March 7. Then on the following day they rested, celebrating their victory with a day of 

feasting and gladness. [18] But the Jews at Susa continued killing their enemies on the second 

day also, and then rested on the third day, making that their day of feasting and gladness. [19] So 

to this day, rural Jews living in unwalled villages celebrate an annual festival and holiday in late 

winter, when they rejoice and send gifts to each other. 

  

    [20] Mordecai recorded these events and sent letters to the Jews near and far, throughout all 

the king's provinces, [21] encouraging them to celebrate an annual festival on these two days. 

[22] He told them to celebrate these days with feasting and gladness and by giving gifts to each 

other and to the poor. This would commemorate a time when the Jews gained relief from their 

enemies, when their sorrow was turned into gladness and their mourning into joy.  
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    [23] So the Jews adopted Mordecai's suggestion and began this annual custom. [24] Haman 

son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews, had plotted to crush and destroy them 

on the day and month determined by casting lots (the lots were called purim). [25] But when 

Esther came before the king, he issued a decree causing Haman's evil plot to backfire, and 

Haman and his sons were hanged on the gallows. [26] (That is why this celebration is called 

Purim, because it is the ancient word for casting lots.) So because of Mordecai's letter and 

because of what they had experienced,  

 

[27] the Jews throughout the realm agreed to inaugurate this tradition and to pass it on to their 

descendants and to all who became Jews. They declared they would never fail to celebrate these 

two prescribed days at the appointed time each year. [28] These days would be remembered and 

kept from generation to generation and celebrated by every family throughout the provinces and 

cities of the empire. These days would never cease to be celebrated among the Jews, nor would 

the memory of what happened ever die out among their descendants.  

 

    [29] Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, wrote another 

letter putting the queen's full authority behind Mordecai's letter to establish the Festival of Purim. 

[30] In addition, letters wishing peace and security were sent to the Jews throughout the 127 

provinces of the empire of Xerxes. [31] These letters established the Festival of Purim—an 

annual celebration of these days at the appointed time, decreed by both Mordecai the Jew and 

Queen Esther. (The people decided to observe this festival, just as they had decided for 

themselves and their descendants to establish the times of fasting and mourning.) [32] So the 

command of Esther confirmed the practices of Purim, and it was all written down in the records. 

  

    [10:1] King Xerxes imposed tribute throughout his empire, even to the distant coastlands. [2] 

His great achievements and the full account of the greatness of Mordecai, whom the king had 

promoted, are recorded in The Book of the History of the Kings of Media and Persia. [3] 

Mordecai the Jew became the prime minister, with authority next to that of King Xerxes himself. 

He was very great among the Jews, who held him in high esteem, because he worked for the 

good of his people and was a friend at the royal court for all of them. 
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MEGATHEMES 

 

 

THEME: God’s sovereignty 

 

 

EXPLANATION:  

 

The book of Esther tells of the circumstances that were essential to the survival of 

God’s people in Persia. These “circumstances” were not the result of chance, but of 

God’s grand design. God is sovereign over every area of life. 

 

 

IMPORTANCE:  

 

With God in charge, we can take courage. He can guide us through the 

circumstances we face in our lives. We should expect God to display his power in 

carrying out his will. As we unite our life’s purposes to God’s purpose, we benefit 

from his sovereign care. 

 

 

 

THEME: Racial hatred 
 

 

EXPLANATION: 

 

The Jews in Persia had been a minority since their deportation from Judah 100 

years earlier. Haman was a descendant of King Agag, an enemy of the Jews. Lust 

for power and pride drove Haman to hate Mordecai, Esther’s cousin. Haman 

convinced the king to kill all the Jews. 

 

 

IMPORTANCE:  

 

Racial hatred is always sinful. We must never condone it in any form. Every 

person on earth has intrinsic worth because God created mankind in his image. 

Therefore, God’s people must stand against racism whenever and wherever it 

occurs. 
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THEME: Deliverance 
 

 

EXPLANATION:  

 

On February 28th, the Jews celebrate the feast of Purim, which symbolizes God’s 

deliverance. Purim means “lots”, such as those used by Haman to set the date for 

the extermination of all Jews from Persia. But God overruled, using Queen Esther 

to intercede on behalf of the Jews. 

 

 

IMPORTANCE:  

 

Because God is in control of history, he is never frustrated by any turn of events or 

action of man. He is able to save us from the evil of this world and deliver us from 

sin and death. Because we trust God, we are not to fear what people may do to us; 

instead, we are to be confident in God’s control. 

 

 

 

 

THEME: Action 

 

 

 

EXPLANATION:  

 

Faced with death, Esther and Mordecai set aside their own fear and took action. 

Esther risked her life by asking King Xerxes to save the Jews. They were not 

paralyzed by fear. 

 

 

IMPORTANCE:  

 

 

When outnumbered and powerless, it is natural for us to feel helpless. Esther and 

Mordecai resisted this temptation and acted with courage. It is not enough to know 

that God is in control; we must act with self-sacrifice and courage to follow God’s 

guidance. 
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THEME: Wisdom 

 

 

EXPLANATION:  

 

The Jews were a minority in a world hostile to them. It took great wisdom for 

Mordecai to survive. Serving as a faithful official of the king, Mordecai took steps 

to understand and work with the Persian law. Yet he did not compromise his 

integrity. 

 

 

 

IMPORTANCE:  

 

It takes great wisdom to survive in a non-believing world. In a setting which is for 

the most part hostile to Christianity, we can demonstrate wisdom by giving respect 

to what is true and good and by humbly standing against what is wrong. 

 

 

 

TIMELINE 

 

 

Jerusalem destroyed EXILES go to Babylon 586 B.C. 

First exiles return to Jerusalem 538 

Temple completed 516 

Xerxes becomes king of Persia 486 

Esther becomes queen 479 

Haman’s decree to destroy the Jews 474 

First feast of Purim 473 

Haman’s decree to destroy the Jews 474 

First feast of Purim 473 

Artaxerxes I becomes king 465 

Second group of exiles returns to Jerusalem 458 

Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem 445 
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Rev. 3:20  

 

    Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 

door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 
 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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