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James, Chapter 1 
 

The writer of this letter, a leader of the church in Jerusalem (see Acts 12:17; 

Acts 15:13), was James, Jesus’ brother, not James the apostle. The book of James 

was one of the earliest letters, probably written before A.D. 50. 

After Stephen was martyred (Acts 7:55-8:3), persecution increased, and 

Christians in Jerusalem were scattered throughout the Roman world. There were 

thriving Jewish-Christian communities in Rome, Alexandria, Cyprus, and cities in 

Greece and Asia Minor. 

Because these early believers did not have the support of established 

Christian churches, James wrote to them as a concerned leader, to encourage them 

in their faith during those difficult times. 

James doesn’t say if you face trials, but whenever you face them. He 

assumes that we will have trials and that it is possible to profit from them. The 

point is not to pretend to be happy when we face pain, but to have a positive 

outlook (“consider it pure joy”) because of what trials can produce in our lives. 

We can’t really know the depth of our character until we see how we react 

under pressure. It is easy to be kind to others when everything is going well, but 

can we still be kind when others are treating us unfairly? God wants to make us 

mature and complete, not to keep us from all pain. Instead of complaining about 

our struggles, we should see them as opportunities for growth. Thank God for 

promising to be with you in rough times. 

 

By wisdom, James is talking not only about knowledge, but also about the 

ability to make wise decisions in difficult circumstances. Whenever we need 

wisdom, we can pray to God, and he will generously supply what we need. 

Christians don’t have to grope around in the dark, hoping to stumble upon answers. 

We can ask for God’s wisdom to guide our choices. 

If you have ever seen the constant rolling of huge waves at sea, you know 

how restless they are—subject to the forces of wind, gravity, and tide. Doubt 

leaves a person as unsettled as the restless waves. 

If you want to stop being tossed about, rely on God to show you what is best 

for you. Ask him for wisdom, and trust that he will give it to you. Then your 
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decisions will be sure and solid. 

The poor should be glad that riches mean nothing to God; otherwise these 

people would be considered unworthy. The rich should be glad that money means 

nothing to God, because money is easily lost. We find true wealth by developing 

our spiritual life, not by developing our financial assets. God is interested in what 

is lasting (our souls), not in what is temporary (our money and possessions). See 

Mark 4:18-19 for Jesus’ words on this subject. Strive to treat each person as Christ 

would treat him or her. 

Temptation comes from evil desires inside us, not from God. It begins with 

an evil thought and becomes sin when we dwell on the thought and allow it to 

become an action. Like a snowball rolling downhill, sin grows more destructive the 

more we let it have its way. The best time to stop a temptation is before it is too 

strong or moving too fast to control. 

First-century Christians were the first generation to believe in Jesus Christ as 

Messiah. James called them “a kind of first fruits of all he created.” The Jewish 

leaders would be well aware of the practice of offering the first crops to ripen just 

prior to harvest as an act of worship, and also as a blessing on the rest of the 

harvest. 

When injustice and sin occur, we should become angry because others are 

being hurt. But we should not become angry when we fail to win an argument or 

when we feel offended or neglected. Selfish anger never helps anybody. 

James advises us to get rid of all that is wrong in our lives and “humbly 

accept” the salvation message we have received (“the word planted in you”), 

because it alone can save us. 
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James, Chapter 2 
 

In this chapter James argues against favoritism and for the necessity of good 

deeds. He presents three principles of faith: 

 

1) Commitment is an essential part of faith. You cannot be a Christian 

simply by affirming the right doctrines or agreeing with Biblical facts 

(James 2:19). 

2) You must commit your mind and heart to Christ. (2) Right actions are 

the natural by-products of true faith. A genuine Christian will have a 

changed life (James 2:18). 

(3) Faith without good deeds doesn’t do anybody any good—it is useless 

(James 2:14-17). 

 

James’s teachings are consistent with Paul’s teaching that we receive 

salvation by faith alone. Paul emphasizes the purpose of faith—to bring salvation. 

James emphasizes the results of faith—a changed life. 

James condemns acts of favoritism. The irony, as James reminds us, is that 

the supposed winners may have gained their impressive life-style at our expense. 

In addition, the rich find it difficult to identify with the Lord Jesus, who came as a 

humble servant. God views all people as equals, and if he favors anyone, it is the 

poor and the powerless. We should follow his example. 

We must treat all people as we would want to be treated. We should not 

ignore the rich, because then we would be withholding our love. But we must not 

favor them for what they can do for us, while ignoring the poor who can offer us 

seemingly so little in return. 

We can’t decide to keep part of God’s law and ignore the rest. You can’t 

break the law a little bit; if you have broken it at all, you need Christ to pay for 

your sin. 

Measure yourself, not someone else, against God’s standards. Ask for 

forgiveness where you need it, and then renew your effort to put your faith into 

practice. 

Only God in his mercy can forgive our sins. We can’t earn forgiveness by 

forgiving others. But when we withhold forgiveness from others after having 
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received it ourselves, we show that we don’t understand or appreciate God’s mercy 

toward us. 

 

When someone claims to have faith, what he or she may have is intellectual 

assent—agreement with a set of Christian teachings—and as such it would be 

incomplete faith. True faith transforms our conduct as well as our thoughts. If our 

lives remain unchanged, we don’t truly believe the truths we claim to believe. 

We cannot earn our salvation by serving and obeying God. But such actions 

show that our commitment to God is real. Deeds of loving service are not a 

substitute for, but rather a verification of, our faith in Christ. 

Paul speaks against those who try to be saved by deeds instead of true faith; 

James speaks against those who confuse mere intellectual assent with true faith. 

After all, even demons know who Jesus is, but they don’t obey him (James 2:19). 

True faith involves a commitment of your whole self to God. 

We are not justified by what we do in any way. True faith always results in 

deeds, but the deeds do not justify us. Faith brings us salvation; active obedience 

demonstrates that our faith is genuine. 
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James, Chapter 3 
 

Teaching was a highly valued and respected profession in Jewish culture, 

and many Jews who embraced Christianity wanted to become teachers. James 

warned that although it is good to aspire to teach, the teachers’ responsibility is 

great because their words and example affect others’ spiritual lives. 

What you say and what you don’t say are both important. Proper speech is 

not only saying the right words at the right time, but it is also controlling your 

desire to say what you shouldn’t. Examples of an untamed tongue include 

gossiping, putting others down, bragging, manipulating, false teaching, 

exaggerating, complaining, flattering, and lying. 

James compares the damage the tongue can do to a raging fire—the tongue’s 

wickedness has its source in hell itself. The uncontrolled tongue can do terrible 

damage. Satan uses the tongue to divide people and pit them against one another. 

Idle and hateful words are damaging because they spread destruction quickly, and 

no one can stop the results once they are spoken. 

The Holy Spirit will give us increasing power to monitor and control what 

we say, so that when we are offended, the Spirit will remind us of God’s love, and 

we won’t react in a hateful manner. When we are criticized, the Spirit will heal the 

hurt, and we won’t lash out. 

 

Our contradictory speech often puzzles us. At times our words are right and 

pleasing to God, but at other times they are violent and destructive. Which of these 

speech patterns reflects our true identity? The tongue gives us a picture of our 

basic human nature. We were made in God’s image, but we have also fallen into 

sin. God works to change us from the inside out. When the Holy Spirit purifies a 

heart, he gives self-control so that the person will speak words that please God 

 

The depth of a person’s character can measure true wisdom. Just as you can 

identify a tree by the type of fruit it produces, you can evaluate your wisdom by the 

way you act. Foolishness leads to disorder, but wisdom leads to peace and 

goodness. Careful, winsome speech and wise, loving words are the seeds of peace. 

God loves peacemakers. 
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James, Chapter 4 
 

Conflicts and disputes among believers are always harmful. James explains 

that these quarrels result from evil desires battling within us—we want more 

possessions, more money, higher status, and more recognition. When we want 

badly enough to fulfill these desires, we fight in order to do so. Instead of 

aggressively grabbing what we want, we should submit ourselves to God, ask God 

to help us get rid of our selfish desires, and trust him to give us what we really 

need. 

 

James mentions the most common problems in prayer: not asking, asking for 

the wrong things, and asking for the wrong reasons. 

 

Having friendship with the world involves seeking pleasure at others’ 

expense or at the expense of obeying God. Pleasure that keeps us from pleasing 

God is sinful; pleasure from God’s rich bounty is good. 

 

Pride makes us self-centered and leads us to conclude that we deserve all we 

can see, touch, or imagine. It creates greedy appetites for far more than we need. 

We can be released from our self-centered desires by humbling ourselves before 

God, realizing that all we really need is his approval. When the Holy Spirit fills us, 

we see that this world’s seductive attractions are only cheap substitutes for what 

God has to offer. 

 

How can you come near to God? James gives five ways: 

 

(1) Submit to God (James 4:7). 

(2) Yield to his authority and will, commit your life to him and his control, 

and be willing to follow him. Resist the devil (James 4:7). Don’t allow Satan to 

entice and tempt you. 

(3) Wash your hands and purify your hearts (that is, lead a pure life) (James 

4:8). Be cleansed from sin, replacing your desire to sin with your desire to 

experience God’s purity. 

(4) Grieve and mourn and wail in sincere sorrow for your sins (James 4:9). 
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Don’t be afraid to express deep heartfelt sorrow for what you have done. 

(5) Humble yourself before the Lord, and he will lift you up (James 4:10; 1 

Peter 5:6). 

 

Humbling ourselves means recognizing that our worth comes from God 

alone. To be humble involves working with his power according to his guidance, 

not with our own independent effort. Although we do not deserve God’s favor, he 

reaches out to us in love and gives dignity, despite our human shortcomings and us 

worth. 

When you’re ready to criticize someone, remember God’s law of love and 

say something good instead. Saying something beneficial to others will cure you of 

finding fault and increase your ability to obey God’s law of love. 

 

It is good to have goals, but goals will disappoint us if we leave God out of 

them. There is no point in making plans as though God does not exist, because the 

future is in his hands. What would you like to be doing ten years from now? One 

year from now? Tomorrow? How will you react if God steps in and rearranges 

your plans? Plan ahead, but hold your plans loosely. Put God’s desires at the center 

of your planning; he will never disappoint you. 

 

We tend to think that doing wrong is sin. But James tells us that sin is also 

not 

doing right. 

 

(These two kinds of sin are sometimes called sins of commission and sins of 

omission.) 

 

It is a sin to lie; it can also be a sin to know the truth and not tell it. It is a sin 

to speak evil of someone; it is also a sin to avoid him or her when you know he or 

she needs your friendship. We should be willing to help as the Holy Spirit guides 

us. 
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James, Chapter 5 
  

James proclaims the worthlessness of riches, not the worthlessness of the 

rich. Today’s money will be worthless when Christ returns, so we should spend our 

time accumulating the kind of treasures that will be worthwhile in God’s eternal 

kingdom. 

 

Money is not the problem; Christian leaders need money to live and to 

support their families; missionaries need money to help them spread the gospel; 

churches need money to do their work effectively. It is the love of money that leads 

to evil (1 Tim. 6:10) and causes some people to oppress others in order to get more. 

 

This is a warning to all Christians who are tempted to adopt worldly 

standards rather than God’s standards (Romans 12:1-2) as well as an 

encouragement to all those who are oppressed by the rich. 

 

Poor people who could not pay their debts were thrown in prison or forced 

to sell all their possessions. At times, they were even forced to sell their family 

members into slavery. With no opportunity to work off their debts, poor people 

often died of starvation. God called this murder. Hoarding money, exploiting 

employees, and living self-indulgently will not escape God’s notice. 

 

The farmer must wait patiently for his crops to grow; he cannot hurry the 

process. But he does not take the summer off and hope that all goes well in the 

fields. There is much work to do to ensure a good harvest. In the same way, we 

must wait patiently for Christ’s return. 

 

Blaming others is easier than owning our share of the responsibility, but it 

can be both destructive and sinful. Before you judge others for their shortcomings, 

remember that Christ the Judge will come to evaluate each of us (Matthew 7:1-5; 

Matthew 25:31-46). He will not let us get away with shifting the blame to others. 

 

People in the church are not alone. Members of Christ’s body should be able 

to count on others for support and prayer, especially when they are sick or 
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suffering. The elders should be on call to respond to the illness of any member, and 

the church should stay alert to pray for the needs of all its members. 

“The prayer offered in faith” does not refer to the faith of the sick person, 

but to the faith of the people praying. God heals, faith doesn’t, but our prayers are 

part of God’s healing process. That is why God often waits for our prayers of faith 

before intervening to heal a person. 

 

(1) If we have sinned against an individual, we must ask him or her to forgive us. 

 

The Christian’s most powerful resource is communion with God through 

prayer. 

 

The book of James emphasizes faith in action. Right living is the evidence 

and result of faith. The church must serve with compassion, speak lovingly and 

truthfully, live in obedience to God’s commands, and love one another. 
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1 Peter, Chapter 1 
 

This letter is addressed to “God’s elect, strangers in the world,” or to the 

Jewish Christians scattered throughout the world as a result of persecution against 

believers in and around Jerusalem. The first believers and leaders of the early 

church were Jews. When they became Christians, they didn’t give up their Jewish 

heritage, just as you didn’t give up your nationality when you became a follower of 

Christ. 

 

Because of persecution, these believers had been scattered throughout the 

Roman world (this scattering is described in Acts 8:1-4). Persecution didn’t stop 

the spread of the gospel; instead, persecution served as a way to introduce the 

Good News to the whole empire. Thus the churches to which Peter wrote also 

included Gentile Christians. 

Peter (also called Simon and Cephas) was one of the 12 disciples chosen by 

Jesus (Mark 1:16-18; John 1:42) and, with James and John, was part of the inner 

group that Jesus singled out for special training and fellowship. Peter was one of 

the first to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, God’s Son, and Jesus gave him a special 

leadership role in the church (Matthew 16:16-19; Luke 22:31-32; John 21:15-19). 

Although during Jesus’ trial Peter denied knowing Jesus, Peter repented and 

became a great apostle. 

 

The apostle Peter wrote this letter to encourage believers who would likely 

face trials and persecution under Emperor Nero. During most of the first century, 

Christians were not hunted down and killed throughout the Roman Empire. They 

could, however, expect social and economic persecution from three main sources: 

The Romans, the Jews, and their own families. All would very likely be 

misunderstood; some would be harassed; a few would be tortured and even put to 

death. 

Peter encouraged his readers by this strong declaration that God chose them. 

At one time, only the nation of Israel could claim to be God’s chosen people; but 

through Christ, all believers—Jews and Gentiles—belong to God. Our salvation 

and security rest in the free and merciful choice of almighty God; no trials or 

persecutions can take away the eternal life he gives to those who believe in him. 



13  

Peter’s words offer joy and hope in times of trouble, and he bases his 

confidence on what God has done for us in Christ Jesus. We’re called into a living 

hope of eternal life (1 Peter 1:3). Our hope is not only for the future; eternal life 

begins when we trust Christ and join God’s family. No matter what pain or trial we 

face in this life, we know that it is not our final experience. Eventually we will live 

with Christ forever. 

 

Do you need encouragement? Peter’s words offer joy and hope in times of 

trouble, and he bases his confidence on what God has done for us in Christ Jesus. 

We’re called into a living hope of eternal life (1 Peter 1:3). Our hope is not only for 

the future; eternal life begins when we trust Christ and join God’s family. No 

matter what pain or trial we face in this life, we know that it is not our final 

experience. 

Eventually we will live with Christ forever. 

 

The Jews had looked forward to an inheritance in the promised land of 

Canaan (Numbers 32:19; Deut. 2:12; Deut. 19:9). Christians now look forward to a 

family inheritance in the eternal city of God. God has reserved the inheritance; it 

will never fade or decay; it will be unstained by sin. The best part is that you have 

an inheritance if you have trusted Christ as your Savior. 

 

God will help us remain true to our faith through whatever difficult times we 

must face. The “last time” is the judgment day of Christ described in Romans 

14:10 and Rev. 20:11-15. We may have to endure trials, persecution, or violent 

death, but our souls cannot be harmed if we have accepted Christ’s gift of 

salvation. We know we will receive the promised rewards. 

 

Why were Christians the target of persecution?  

(1) They refused to worship the emperor as a god and thus were viewed as 

atheists and traitors.  

(2) They refused to worship at pagan temples, so business for these 

moneymaking enterprises dropped wherever Christianity took hold.  

(3) They didn’t support the Roman ideals of self, power, and conquest; and 

the Romans scorned the Christian ideal of self- sacrificing service.  

(4) They exposed and rejected the horrible immorality of pagan culture. 
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Peter mentions suffering several times in this letter: 1 Peter 1:6-7; 1 Peter 

3:13-17; 1 Peter 4:12-19; 1 Peter 5:9. 

When he speaks of trials, he is not talking about natural disasters or the 

experience of God’s punishments, but the response of an unbelieving world to 

people of faith. 

 

All believers face such trials when they let their light shine into the darkness. 

We must accept trials as part of the refining process that burns away impurities and 

prepares us to meet Christ. Trials teach us patience (Romans 5:3-4; James 1:2-3) 

and help us grow to be the kind of people God wants. 

 

As gold is heated, impurities float to the top and can be skimmed off. Steel is 

tempered or strengthened by heating it in fire. Likewise, our trials, struggles, and 

persecutions refine and strengthen our faith, making us useful to God. 

 

Although the plan of salvation was a mystery to the Old Testament prophets, 

they still suffered persecution, and some even died for God. In contrast, some 

Jewish Christians who read Peter’s letter had seen Jesus for themselves and knew 

why he came. They based their assurance on Jesus’ death and resurrection. With 

their firsthand knowledge and personal experience of Jesus, their faith could be 

even stronger than that of the Old Testament prophets. 

We’re to be set apart and different, not blending in with the crowd, yet not 

being different just for the sake of being different. What makes us different are 

God’s qualities in our lives. Our focus and priorities must be his. All this is in 

direct contrast to our old ways (1 Peter 1:14). We cannot become holy on our own, 

but God gives us his Holy Spirit to help us obey and to give us power to overcome 

sin. 

 

Christ’s sacrifice for our sins was not an afterthought, not something God 

decided to do when the world spun out of control. The all-knowing, eternal God set 

this plan in motion long before the world was created. What a comfort it must have 

been to Jewish believers to know that God planned Christ’s coming and his work 

of salvation long before the world began. This assured them that the law was not 

being scrapped because it didn’t work, but that both the law and the coming of 

Christ were part of God’s eternal plan. 
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1 Peter, Chapter 2 
 

When we are born again, we become spiritual newborn babies. If we are 

healthy, we will yearn to grow. How sad it is that some people never grow up. The 

need for milk is a natural instinct for a baby, and it signals the desire for 

nourishment that will lead to growth. Once we see our need for God’s Word and 

begin to find nourishment in Christ, our spiritual appetite will increase, and we will 

start to mature. 

Peter portrays the church as a living, spiritual house, with Christ as the 

foundation and cornerstone and each believer as a stone. Paul portrays the church 

as a body, with Christ as the head and each believer as a member (see, for example, 

Ephes. 4:15-16). Both pictures emphasize community. One stone is not a temple or 

even a wall; one body part is useless without the others. In our individualistic 

society, it is easy to forget our interdependence with other Christians. When God 

calls you to a task, remember that he is also calling others to work with you. 

Together your individual efforts will be multiplied. Look for those people and join 

with them to build a beautiful house for God. 

 

Now we can come directly into God’s presence without fear (Hebrews 4:16), 

and we are given the responsibility of bringing others to him also (2 Cor. 5:18-21). 

When we are united with Christ as members of his body, we join in his priestly 

work of reconciling God and man. 

 

“We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). But in most aspects of 

daily life, it was possible and desirable for Christians to live according to the law 

of their land. 

We may suffer for many reasons. Some suffering is the direct result of our 

own sin; some happens because of our foolishness; and some is the result of living 

in a fallen world. 

Peter is writing about suffering that comes as a result of doing good. Christ 

never sinned, and yet he suffered so that we could be set free. When we follow 

Christ’s example and live for others, we too may suffer. Our goal should be to face 

suffering as he did—with patience, calmness, and confidence that God is in control 

of the future. 
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1 Peter, Chapter 3 
 

When a man became a Christian, he usually would bring his whole family 

into the church with him (see, for example, the story of the conversion of the 

Philippian jailer in Acts 16:29-33). By contrast, a woman who became a Christian 

usually came into the church alone. 

Under Roman law, the husband and father had absolute authority over all 

members of his household, including his wife. Demanding her rights as a free 

woman in Christ could endanger her marriage if her husband disapproved. 

 

Peter reassured Christian women who were married to unbelievers that they 

did not need to preach to their husbands. Under the circumstances, their best 

approach would be one of loving service: they should show their husbands the kind 

of self- giving love that Christ showed the church. By being exemplary wives, they 

would please their husbands. At the very least, the men would then allow them to 

continue practicing their “strange” religion. At best, their husbands would join 

them and become Christians too. 

 

A changed life speaks loudly and clearly, and it is often the most effective 

way to influence a family member. Peter instructs Christian wives to develop inner 

beauty rather than being overly concerned about their outward appearance. 

 

If a man is not considerate and respectful of his wife, his prayers will be 

hindered, because a living relationship with God depends on right relationships 

with others. Jesus said that if you have a problem with a fellow believer, you must 

make it right with that person before coming to worship (Matthew 5:23-24). This 

principle carries over into family relationships. If men use their position to mistreat 

their wives, their relationship with God will suffer. 

 

Peter developed the qualities of compassion and humility the hard way. In 

his early days with Christ, these attitudes did not come naturally to his impulsive, 

strong- willed personality (see Mark 8:31-33; John 13:6-9 for examples of Peter’s 

blustering). But the Holy Spirit changed Peter, molding his strong personality to 

God’s use, and teaching him tenderness and humility. 
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Rather than fear our enemies, we are to quietly trust in God as the Lord of 

all. We must believe that Christ is truly in control of all events. When he rules our 

thoughts and emotions, we cannot be shaken by anything our enemies may do. 

 

Baptism is the symbol of the transformation that happens in the hearts of 

those who believe (Romans 6:3-5; Galatians 3:27; Col. 2:12). By identifying 

themselves with Christ through baptism, Peter’s readers could resist turning back, 

even under the pressure of persecution. Public baptism would keep them from the 

temptation to renounce their faith. 

 

Christ’s Good News of salvation and victory is not limited. It has been 

preached in the past as well as in the present; it has gone to the dead as well as to 

the living. 

God has given everyone the opportunity to come to him, but this does not 

imply a second chance for those who reject Christ in this life. 
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1 Peter, Chapter 4 
 

As followers of Christ, however, we should be willing and prepared to do 

God’s will and to suffer for it if necessary. Sin loses its power to defeat us in our 

suffering if we focus on Christ and what he wants us to do. When our bodies are in 

pain or our lives are in jeopardy, our real values show up clearly, and sinful 

pleasures seem less important. If anyone suffers for doing good and still faithfully 

obeys in spite of suffering, that person has made a clean break with sin. 

 

A person whose life changes radically at conversion may experience 

contempt from his or her old friends. He may be scorned not only because he 

refuses to participate in certain activities, but also because his priorities have 

changed and he is now heading in the opposite direction. His very life incriminates 

their sinful activities. Mature Christians should help new believers resist such 

pressures of opposition by encouraging them to be faithful to Christ. 

 

We should live expectantly because Christ is coming. Getting ready to meet 

Christ involves continually growing in love for God and for others (see Jesus’ 

summary of the law in Matthew 22:37-40). It is important to pray regularly, and it 

is also important to reach out to needy people. 

Some people, well aware of their abilities, believe that they have the right to 

use their abilities as they please. Others feel that they have no special talents at all. 

Peter addresses both groups in these verses. Everyone has some gifts; find yours 

and use them. All our abilities should be used in serving others; none are for our 

own exclusive enjoyment. Peter mentions speaking and serving. 

 

How is God praised when we use our abilities? When we use them as he 

directs, to help others, they will see Jesus in us and praise him for the help they 

have received. Peter may have been thinking of Jesus’ words, “Let your light shine 

before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” 

(Matthew 5:16). 

Again Peter brings to mind Jesus’ words: “Blessed are you when people 

insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 

me” (Matthew 5:11). 
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Christ will send his Spirit to strengthen those who are persecuted for their 

faith. This does not mean that all suffering is the result of good Christian conduct. 

Sometimes a person will grumble, “He’s just picking on me because I’m a 

Christian,” when it’s obvious to everyone else that the person’s own unpleasant 

behavior is the cause of his or her problems. It may take careful thought or wise 

counsel to determine the real cause of our suffering. We can be assured, however, 

that whenever we suffer because of our loyalty to Christ, he will be with us all the 

way. 

 

God created the world, and he has faithfully ordered it and kept it since the 

creation. Because we know that God is faithful, we can count on him to fulfill his 

promises to us. If God can oversee the forces of nature, surely he can see us 

through the trials we face. 
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1 Peter, Chapter 5 
 

Elders were church officers providing supervision, protection, discipline, 

instruction, and direction for the other believers. Elder simply means “older.” Both 

Greeks and Jews gave positions of great honor to wise older men, and the Christian 

church continued this pattern of leadership. Elders carried great responsibility, and 

they were expected to be good examples. 

 

Peter, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, was one of the three who saw Christ’s 

glory at the transfiguration (Mark 9:1-13; 2 Peter 1:16-18). Often the spokesman 

for the apostles, Peter witnessed Jesus’ death and resurrection, preached at 

Pentecost, and became a pillar of the Jerusalem church. 

 

But writing to the elders, he identified himself as a fellow elder, not a 

superior. He asked them to “be shepherds of God’s flock,” exactly what Jesus had 

told him to do (John 21:15-17). 

 

Peter was taking his own advice as he worked along with the other elders in 

caring for God’s faithful people. His identification with the elders is a powerful 

example of Christian leadership, where authority is based on service, not power 

(Mark 10:42-45). 

 

Peter describes several characteristics of good leaders in the church: 

(1) they realize they are caring for God’s flock, not their own; 

(2) they lead out of eagerness to serve, not out of obligation; 

(3) they are concerned for what they can give, not for what they can get; 

(4) They lead by example, not force. All of us lead others in some way. 

 

Whatever our role, our leadership should be in line with these characteristics. 

 

The Chief Shepherd is Jesus Christ. This refers to his second coming, when 

he will judge all people. 

Carrying your worries, stresses, and daily struggles by yourself shows that 

you have not trusted God fully with your life. It takes humility, however, to 
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recognize that God cares, to admit your need, and to let others in God’s family help 

you. 

Sometimes we think that struggles caused by our own sin and foolishness 

are not God’s concern. But when we turn to God in repentance, he will bear the 

weight even of those struggles. Letting God have your anxieties calls for action, 

not passivity. Don’t submit to circumstances, but to the Lord who controls 

circumstances. 

Peter warns us to watch out for Satan when we are suffering or being 

persecuted. Feeling alone, weak, helpless, and cut off from other believers, so 

focused on our troubles that we forget to watch for danger, we are especially 

vulnerable to Satan’s attacks. During times of suffering, seek other Christians for 

support. Keep your eyes on Christ, and resist the devil. Then, says James, “he will 

flee from you” (James 4:7). 

 

When we are suffering, we often feel as though our pain will never end. 

Peter gave these faithful Christians the wider perspective. In comparison with 

eternity, their suffering would last only “a little while.” Some of Peter’s readers 

would be strengthened and delivered in their own lifetimes. Others would be 

released from their suffering through death. All of God’s faithful followers are 

assured of an eternal life with Christ where there will be no suffering (Rev. 21:4). 
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2 Peter, Chapter 1 
 

First Peter was written just before the time that the Roman Emperor Nero 

began his persecution of Christians. 

 

Second Peter was written two or three years later (between A.D. 66-68), 

after persecution had intensified. First Peter was a letter of encouragement to the 

Christians who suffered, but 2 Peter focuses on the church’s internal problems, 

especially on the false teachers who were causing people to doubt their faith and 

turn away from Christianity. 

 

Second Peter combats their heresies by denouncing the evil motives of the 

false teachers and reaffirming Christianity’s truths—the authority of Scripture, the 

primacy of faith, and the certainty of Christ’s return. 

 

The power to grow doesn’t come from within us, but from God. Because we 

don’t have the resources to be truly godly, God allows us to “participate in the 

divine nature” in order to keep us from sin and help us live for him. 

 

When we are born again, God by his Spirit empowers us with his own moral 

goodness. See John 3:6; John 14:17-23; 2 Cor. 5:21; and 1 Peter 1:22-23. 

 

Peter lists several of faith’s actions: learning to know God better, developing 

perseverance, doing God’s will, loving others. These actions do not come 

automatically; they require hard work. They are not optional; all of them must be a 

continual part of the Christian life. We don’t finish one and start on the next, but 

we work on them all together. 

 

God empowers and enables us, but he also gives us the responsibility to 

learn and to grow. We should not be surprised at or resentful of the process. 

 

False teachers were saying that self-control was not needed because deeds 

do not help the believer anyway (2 Peter 2:19). It is true that deeds cannot save us, 

but it is absolutely false to think they are unimportant. We are saved so that we can 
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grow to resemble Christ and so that we can serve others. God wants to produce his 

character in us. But to do this, he demands our discipline and effort. 

As we obey Christ who guides us by his Spirit, we will develop self-control, 

not only with respect to food and drink, but also with respect to our emotions. 

 

Our faith must go beyond what we believe; it must become a dynamic part 

of all we do, resulting in good fruit and spiritual maturity. Salvation does not 

depend on good deeds, but it results in good deeds. A person who claims to be 

saved while remaining unchanged does not understand faith or what God has done 

for him or her. 

 

Peter knew that he would die soon. Many years before, Christ had prepared 

Peter for the kind of death Peter would face (see John 21:18-19). 

At this time, Peter knew that his death was at hand. Peter was martyred for 

the faith in about A.D. 68. According to one tradition, he was crucified upside 

down, at his own request, because he did not feel worthy to die in the same manner 

as his Master. 

 

Peter affirms that the Old Testament prophets wrote God’s messages. He 

puts himself and the other apostles in the same category, because they also 

proclaim God’s truth. The Bible is not a collection of fables or human ideas about 

God. It is God’s very words given through people to people. Peter emphasized his 

authority as an eyewitness as well as the God-inspired authority of Scripture to 

prepare the way for his harsh words against the false teachers. If these wicked men 

were contradicting the apostles and the Bible, their message could not be from 

God. 

 

Christ is the “morning star,” and when he returns, he will shine in his full 

glory. Until that day we have Scripture as a light and the Holy Spirit to illuminate 

Scripture for us and guide us as we seek the truth. For more on Christ as the 

morning star, see Luke 1:78; Ephes. 5:14; Rev. 2:28; Rev. 22:16. 

“Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” means 

that Scripture did not come from the creative work of the prophets’ own invention 

or interpretation. God inspired the writers, so their message is authentic and 

reliable. 
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2 Peter, Chapter 2 
 

Jesus had told the disciples that false teachers would come (Matthew 24:11; 

Mark 13:22-23). Peter had heard these words, and at this time he was seeing them 

come true. Just as false prophets had contradicted the true prophets in Old 

Testament times (see, for example, Jeremiah 23:16-40; Jeremiah 28:1-17), telling 

people only what they wanted to hear, so false teachers were twisting Christ’s 

teachings and the words of his apostles. 

 

These teachers were belittling the significance of Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection. Some claimed that Jesus couldn’t be God; others claimed that he 

couldn’t have been a real man. These teachers allowed and even encouraged all 

kinds of wrong and immoral acts, especially sexual sin. We must be careful to 

avoid false teachers today. Any book, tape series, or TV message must be 

evaluated according to God’s Word. Beware of special meanings or interpretations 

that belittle Christ or his work. 

 

False teachers were attempting to make more money by distorting the truth 

and saying what people wanted to hear. 

 

They were more interested in making money than in teaching truth. Peter 

and Paul both condemned greedy, lying teachers (see 1 Tim. 6:5). Before you send 

money to any cause, evaluate it carefully. Is the teacher or preacher clearly serving 

God or promoting his/her own interests? 

 

If God did not spare angels, or people who lived before the flood, or the 

citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah, he would not spare these false teachers. Some 

people would have us believe that God will save all people because he so loves. 

But it is foolish to think that he will cancel the last judgment. These three 

examples should warn us clearly that God judges sin and that unrepentant sinners 

cannot escape. 

Just as God rescued Lot from Sodom, so he is able to rescue us from the 

temptations and trials we face in a wicked world. Lot was not sinless, but he put his 

trust in God and was spared when Sodom was destroyed. 



25  

Many in our world today mock the supernatural. They deny the reality of the 

spiritual world and claim that only what can be seen and felt is real. Like the false 

teachers of Peter’s day, they are fools who will be proven wrong in the end. Don’t 

take Satan and his supernatural powers of evil lightly, and don’t become arrogant 

about how defeated he will be. Although Satan will be destroyed completely, he is 

at work now trying to render Christians complacent and ineffective. 

 

The feast may have been part of the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The 

feast was a full meal that ended with Communion. 

 

The false teachers, although they were sinning openly, took part in these 

meals with everyone else in the church. In one of the greatest of hypocritical acts, 

they attended a sacred feast designed to promote love and unity among believers, 

while at the same time they gossiped and slandered those who disagreed with their 

opinions. As Paul told the Corinthians, 

 

“Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord” 

(1 Cor. 11:27). These men were guilty of more than false teaching and promoting 

evil pleasures; they were guilty of leading others away from God’s Son, Jesus. 

Peter is speaking of a person who has learned about Christ and how to be 

saved, and has even been positively influenced by Christians, but then rejects the 

truth and returns to his or her sin. 

 

This person is worse off than before, because he or she has rejected the only 

way out of sin, the only way of salvation. Like a person sinking in quicksand who 

refuses to grab the rope thrown to him or her, the one who turns away from Christ 

casts aside his or her only means of escape. 
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2 Peter, Chapter 3 
 

In the last days” scoffers will say that Jesus is never coming back, but Peter 

refutes their argument by explaining God’s mastery over time. The “last days” is 

the time between Christ’s first and second comings; thus we, like Peter, live in the 

last days. We must do the work to which God has called us and believe that he will 

return as he promised. 

God may have seemed slow to these believers as they faced persecution 

every day and longed to be delivered. But God is not slow; he just is not on our 

timetable (Psalm 90:4). Jesus is waiting so that more sinners will repent and turn to 

him. We must not sit and wait for Christ to return, but we should live with the 

realization that time is short and that we have important work to do. Be ready to 

meet Christ any time, even today; yet plan your course of service as though he may 

not return for many years. 

The day of the Lord is the day of God’s judgment on the earth. Here it is 

used in reference to Christ’s return. Christ’s second coming will be sudden and 

terrible for those who do not believe in him. But if we are morally clean and 

spiritually alert, it won’t come as a surprise. For other prophetic pictures of the day 

of the Lord, see Isaiah 34:4; Joel 3:15-16; Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; Rev. 

6:12-17. 

 

Peter concludes this brief letter as he began, by urging his readers to grow in 

the grace and knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—to get to know him 

better and better. This is the most important step in refuting false teachers. No 

matter where we are in our spiritual journey, no matter how mature we are in our 

faith, the sinful world always will challenge our faith. We still have much room for 

growth. If every day we find some way to draw closer to Christ, we will be 

prepared to stand for truth in any and all circumstances. 
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1 John, Chapter 1 
 

John wrote this letter to put believers back on track, to show the difference 

between light and darkness (truth and error), and to encourage the church to grow 

in genuine love for God and for one another. He also wrote to assure true believers 

that they possessed eternal life and to help them know that their faith was 

genuine—so they could enjoy all the benefits of being God’s children. For more 

about John, see his Profile. 

 

John opens his first letter to the churches similar to the way he began his 

Gospel, emphasizing that Christ (“the Word of life”) is eternal, that God came into 

the world as a human, which he, John, was an eyewitness to Jesus’ life, and that 

Jesus brings light and life. 

 

How does Jesus’ blood purify us from every sin? In Old Testament times, 

believers symbolically transferred their sins to an animal, which they then 

sacrificed (see a description of this ceremony in Leviticus 4). 

 

The animal died in their place to pay for their sin and to allow them to 

continue living in God’s favor. God graciously forgave them because of their faith 

in him, and because they obeyed his commandments concerning the sacrifice. 

Those sacrifices anticipated the day when Christ would completely remove sin. 

Real cleansing from sin came with Jesus, the “Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

 

Sin, by its very nature, brings death—that is a fact as certain as the law of 

gravity. Jesus did not die for his own sins; he had none. Instead, by a transaction 

that we may never fully understand, he died for the sins of the world. When we 

commit our lives to Christ and thus identify ourselves with him, his death becomes 

ours. He has paid the penalty for our sins, and his blood has purified us. Just as 

Christ rose from the grave, we rise to a new life of fellowship with him (Romans 

6:4). 

True confession also involves a commitment not to continue in sin. We 

wouldn’t be genuinely confessing our sins to God if we planned to commit them 
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again and just wanted temporary forgiveness. We should also pray for strength to 

defeat temptation the next time we face it. 

If God has forgiven us for our sins because of Christ’s death, why must we confess 

our sins? In admitting our sins and receiving Christ’s cleansing, we are: 

 

(1) Agreeing with God that our sin truly is sin and that we are willing to 

turn from it, 

(2) Ensuring that we don’t conceal our sins from him and consequently 

from ourselves, and 

(3) Recognizing our tendency to sin and relying on his power to 

overcome it. 

 

John’s words focus on the attitude that causes us to ignore or despise others, 

to treat them as irritants, competitors, or enemies. Christian love is not a feeling but 

a choice. We can choose to be concerned with people’s well-being and treat them 

with respect, whether or not we feel affection toward them. If we choose to love 

others, God will help us express our love. 

John was writing to believers of all ages, his “dear children” who had 

experienced forgiveness through Jesus. The older men (“fathers”) were mature in 

the faith and had a long-standing relationship with Christ. The young men had 

struggled with Satan’s temptations and had won. The boys and girls had learned 

about Christ and were just beginning their spiritual journey. Each stage of life in 

the Christian pilgrimage builds upon the other. 

 

Some people think that worldliness is limited to external behavior—the 

people we associate with, the places we go, the activities we enjoy. Worldliness is 

also internal because it begins in the heart and is characterized by three attitudes: 

 

(1) the cravings of sinful man—preoccupation with gratifying physical 

desires; 

(2) the lust of his eyes—craving and accumulating things, bowing to the 

god of materialism; and 

(3) Boasting of what he has and does—obsession with one’s status or 

importance. 
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When the serpent tempted Eve (Genesis 3:6), he tempted her in these areas. 

Also, when the devil tempted Jesus in the desert, these were his three areas of 

attack (see Matthew 4:1-11). 

 

By contrast, God values self-control, a spirit of generosity, and a 

commitment to humble service. It is possible to give the impression of avoiding 

worldly pleasures while still harboring worldly attitudes in one’s heart. 

 

We do not need to fear these evil people, however. The Holy Spirit shows us 

their errors, so we will not be deceived. However, we must teach God’s Word 

clearly and carefully to the peripheral, weak members among us so that they won’t 

fall prey to these teachers who “come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 

are ferocious wolves” (Matthew 7:15). 

 

The antichrists were not total strangers to the church; they once had been in 

the church, but they did not really belong to it. John does not say why they left; it 

is clear that their reasons for joining in the first place were wrong. Some people 

may call themselves Christians for less than the best reasons. Perhaps going to 

church is a family tradition. Maybe they like the social and business contacts they 

make there. Or possibly going to church is a long-standing habit, and they have 

never stopped to ask themselves why they do it. 

 

When the Spirit leads us, we can stand against false teachers and the 

antichrist. Ask the Spirit to guide you each day (see 1 John 2:27). 

 

Apparently the antichrists in John’s day were claiming faith in God while 

denying and opposing Christ. To do so, John firmly states, is impossible. Because 

Jesus is God’s Son and the Messiah, to deny Christ is to reject God’s way of 

revealing himself to the world. 

A person who accepts Christ as God’s Son, however, accepts God the Father 

at the same time. The two are one and cannot be separated. Many cultists today call 

themselves Christians, but they deny that Jesus is divine. We must expose these 

heresies and oppose such teachings so that the weak believers among us do not 

succumb to their teachings. 
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1 John, Chapter 2 
 

John uses the address “dear children” in a warm, fatherly way. He is not 

talking down to his readers but is showing affection for them. At this writing, John 

was a very old man. He had spent almost all his life in ministry, and many of his 

readers were indeed his spiritual children. 

 

Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins (see also 1 John 4:10). He 

can stand before God as our mediator because his death satisfied the wrath of God 

against sin and paid the death penalty for our sin. Thus Christ both satisfies God’s 

requirement and removes our sin. In him we are forgiven and purified. 

 

Sometimes it is difficult to forgive those who wrong us. Imagine how hard it 

would be to forgive everyone, no matter what they had done! This is what God has 

done in Jesus. No one, no matter what he or she has done, is beyond forgiveness. 

All a person has to do is turn from his or her sin, receive Christ’s forgiveness, and 

commit his or her life to him. 

 

How can you be sure that you belong to Christ? This passage gives two 

ways to know: if you do what Christ says and live as Christ wants. What does 

Christ tell us to do? John answers in 1 John 3:23: “to believe in the name of his 

Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another.” True Christian faith results in loving 

behavior; that is why John says that the way we act can give us assurance that we 

belong to Christ. 

 

The commandment to love others is both old and new. It is old because it 

comes from the Old Testament (Leviticus 19:18). It is new because Jesus 

interpreted it in a radically new way (John 13:34-35). 

 

In the Christian church, love is not only expressed by showing respect; it is 

also expressed through self-sacrifice and servant hood (John 15:13). In fact, it can 

be defined as “selfless giving,” reaching beyond friends to enemies and persecutors 

(Matthew 5:43-48). Love should be the unifying force and the identifying mark of 

the Christian community. Love is the key to walking in the light, because we 
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cannot grow spiritually while we hate others. Our growing relationship with God 

will result in growing relationships with others. 

 

John was writing to believers of all ages, his “dear children” who had 

experienced forgiveness through Jesus. The older men (“fathers”) were mature in 

the faith and had a long-standing relationship with Christ. The young men had 

struggled with Satan’s temptations and had won. 

 

The boys and girls had learned about Christ and were just beginning their 

spiritual journey. Each stage of life in the Christian pilgrimage builds upon the 

other. As children learn about Christ, they grow in their ability to win battles with 

temptation. 

 

As young adults move from victory to victory, they grow in their 

relationship with Christ. Older adults, having known Christ for years, have 

developed the wisdom needed to teach young people and start the cycle all over 

again. Has your Christian growth reached the maturity level appropriate for your 

stage in life? 

 

God values self-control, a spirit of generosity, and a commitment to humble 

service. It is possible to give the impression of avoiding worldly pleasures while 

still harboring worldly attitudes in one’s heart. It is also possible, like Jesus, to love 

sinners and spend time with them while maintaining a commitment to the values of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

A person who accepts Christ as God’s Son, however, accepts God the Father 

at the same time. The two are one and cannot be separated. Many cultists today call 

themselves Christians, but they deny that Jesus is divine. We must expose these 

heresies and oppose such teachings so that the weak believers among us do not 

succumb to their teachings. 
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1 John, Chapter 3 
 

As believers, our self-worth is based on the fact that God loves us and calls 

us his children. We are his children now, not just sometime in the distant future. 

Knowing that we are his children should encourage us to live as Jesus did. 

 

1 John 3:1 tells us who we are—members of God’s family (“children of 

God”). 1 John 3:2 tells us who we are becoming—reflections of God. 

 

The rest of the chapter tells us what we have as we grow to resemble God: 

 

(1) Victory over sin (1 John 3:4-9); 

(2) Love for others (1 John 3:10-18); and 

(3) Confidence before God (1 John 3:19-24). 

 

There is a difference between committing a sin and continuing to sin. Even 

the most faithful believers sometimes commit sins, but they do not cherish a 

particular sin and choose to commit it. A believer who commits a sin repents, 

confesses, and finds forgiveness. A person who continues to sin, by contrast, is not 

sorry for what he or she is doing. Thus this person never confesses and never 

receives forgiveness. Such a person is in opposition to God, no matter what 

religious claims he or she makes. 

Under the Old Testament sacrifice system, a lamb without blemish was 

offered as a sacrifice for sin. Jesus is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world” (John 1:29). Because Jesus lived a perfect life and sacrificed himself for 

our sins, we can be completely forgiven (1 John 2:2). We can look back to his 

death for us and know that we need never suffer eternal death (1 Peter 1:18-20). 

 

We are “born of God” when the Holy Spirit lives in us and gives us Jesus’ 

new life. Being born again is more than a fresh start; it is a rebirth, receiving a new 

family name based on Christ’s death for us. When this happens, God forgives us 

and totally accepts us; the Holy Spirit gives us new minds and hearts, lives in us, 

and begins helping us to become like Christ. 
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Our perspective changes too because we have a mind that is renewed day by 

day by the Holy Spirit (see Romans 12:2; Ephes. 4:22-24). So we must begin to 

think and act differently. See John 3:1-21 for more on being born again. 

 

If your conscience is clear, you can come to God without fear, confident that 

your requests will be heard. John reaffirms Jesus’ promise that whatever we ask for 

will be given to us (Matthew 7:7; see also Matthew 21:22; John 9:31; John 15:7). 

You will receive if you obey and do what pleases him because you will then be 

asking in line with God’s will. 

 

The mutual relationship, living in Christ as he lives in us, shows itself in Christians 

who keep these three essential commands: 

 

(1) believe in Christ, 

(2) love the brothers and sisters, and 

(3) Live morally upright lives. 

 

The Spirit’s presence is not only spiritual and mystical, but it is also 

practical. Our conduct verifies his presence. 
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1 John, chapter 4 
 

“Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits” means that we shouldn’t 

believe everything we hear just because someone says it is a message inspired by 

God. There are many ways to test teachers to see if their message is truly from the 

Lord. One is to check to see if their words match what God says in the Bible. Other 

tests include their commitment to the body of believers (1 John 2:19), their life-

style (1 John 3:23-24), and the fruit of their ministry (1 John 4:6). But the most 

important test of all, says John, is what they believe about Christ. Do they teach 

that Jesus is fully God and fully man? Our world is filled with voices claiming to 

speak for God. Give them these tests to see if they are indeed speaking God’s truth. 

 

The antichrist will be a person who epitomizes all that is evil, and he will be 

readily received by an evil world. He is more fully described in 2 Thess. 2:3-12 

and Rev. 13. The “spirit of the antichrist” is already here. 

 

John says, “God is love,” not “Love is God.” Our world, with its shallow 

and selfish view of love, has turned these words around and contaminated our 

understanding of love. The world thinks that love is what makes a person feel good 

and that it is all right to sacrifice moral principles and others’ rights in order to 

obtain such “love.” But that isn’t real love; it is the exact opposite—selfishness. 

And God is not that kind of “love.” Real love is like God, who is holy, just, and 

perfect. If we truly know God, we will love as he does. 

 

Love explains 

 

(1) Why God creates—because he loves, he creates people to love; 

(2) Why God cares—because he loves them, he cares for sinful people; 

(3) Why we are free to choose—God wants a loving response from us; 

(4) Why Christ died—his love for us caused him to seek a solution to the    

problem of sin; and 

(5) Why we receive eternal life—God’s love expresses itself to us forever. 
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1 John, Chapter 5 
 

When we become Christians, we become part of God’s family, with fellow 

believers as our brothers and sisters. It is God who determines who the other 

family members are, not us. We are simply called to accept and love them. How 

well do you treat your fellow family members? 

 

Some people hope that they will receive eternal life. John says we can know 

we have it. Our certainty is based on God’s promise that he has given us eternal 

life through his Son. This is true whether you feel close to God or far away from 

him. Eternal life is not based on feelings, but on facts. You can know that you have 

eternal life if you believe God’s truth. If you aren’t sure that you are a Christian, 

ask yourself: “Have I honestly committed my life to him as my Savior and Lord?” 

If so, you know by faith that you are indeed a child of God. 

 

God’s will, not our will. When we communicate with God, we don’t demand 

what we want; rather we discuss with him what he wants for us. If we align our 

prayers to his will, he will listen; and we can be certain that if he listens, he will 

give us a definite answer. Start praying with confidence! 

 

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit results in spiritual death (Mark 3:29), and 

the book of Hebrews describes the spiritual death of the person who turns against 

Christ (Hebrews 6:4-6). 

 

John was probably referring to the people who had left the Christian 

fellowship and joined the antichrists. By rejecting the only way of salvation, these 

people were putting themselves out of reach of prayer. In most cases, however, 

even if we knew what the terrible sin is, we would have no sure way of knowing 

whether a certain person had committed it. 

 

Therefore, we should continue praying for our loved ones and for our 

Christian brothers and sisters, leaving the judgment up to God. Note that John says, 

“I am not saying that he should pray about that,” rather than “You cannot pray 

about that.” He recognized the lack of certainty. 
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2 John, Chapter 1 
 

This letter was written shortly after 1 John to warn about false teachers. The 

salutation, “to the chosen lady and her children,” could refer to a specific woman, 

or to a church whose identity is no longer known. John may have written this from 

Ephesus. 

 

The “truth” is the truth about Jesus Christ, as opposed to the lies of the false 

teachers (see 1 John 2:21-23). 

 

The statement that Christians should love one another is a recurrent New 

Testament theme. Yet love for one’s neighbor is an old command, first appearing 

in the third book of Moses (Leviticus 19:18). We can show love in many ways: by 

avoiding prejudice and discrimination, by accepting people, by listening, helping, 

giving, serving, and refusing to judge. Knowing God’s command is not enough. 

We must put it into practice, walking “in obedience to his commands.” (See also 

Matthew 22:37-39 and 1 John 2:7-8.) 

In John’s day, many false teachers taught that spirit was good and matter 

was evil; therefore, they reasoned that Jesus could not have been both God and 

man. In strong terms, John warns against this kind of teaching. There are still many 

false teachers who promote an understanding of Jesus that is not Biblical. These 

teachers are dangerous because they distort the truth and undermine the 

foundations of Christian faith. They may use the right words but change the 

meanings. The way your teachers live shows a lot about what they believe about 

Christ. For more on testing teachers, see 1 John 4:1. 

To “be rewarded fully” refers not to salvation but to the rewards of loyal 

service. All who value the truth and persistently hold to it will win their full 

reward. Those who live for themselves and justify their self-centeredness by 

teaching false doctrines will lose that reward (see Matthew 7:21-23). 

John instructed the believers not to show hospitality to false teachers. They 

were to do nothing that would encourage the heretics in their propagation of 

falsehoods. In addition, if believers were to invite them in, such action would show 

that they were approving of what the false teachers said and did. It may seem rude 

to turn people away, even if they are teaching heresy, but how much better it is to 
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be faithful to God than merely courteous to people! 

John is condemning the support of those who are dedicated to opposing the 

true teachings of God, not condemning hospitality to unbelievers. John adds that a 

person who supports a false teacher in any way shares in the teacher’s wicked 

work. 

 

False teaching is serious business, and we dare not overlook it. It is so 

serious that John wrote this letter to warn against it. There are so many false 

teachings in our world that we might be tempted to take many of them lightly. 

Instead, we should realize the dangers they pose and actively refuse to give 

heresies any foothold. 
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3 John, Chapter 1 
 

This letter gives us an important glimpse into the life of the early church. 

Third John, addressed to Gaius, is about the need for showing hospitality to 

traveling preachers and other believers. It also warns against a would-be church 

dictator. 

 

We have no further information about Gaius, but he is someone whom John 

loved dearly. Perhaps Gaius had shared his home and hospitality with John at some 

time during John’s travels. If so, John would have appreciated his actions, because 

traveling preachers depended on expressions of hospitality to survive (see Matthew 

10:11-16). 

 

John was concerned for Gaius’s physical and spiritual well-being. This was 

the opposite of the popular heresy that taught the separation of spirit and matter 

and despised the physical side of life. Today, many people still fall into this way of 

thinking. This non-Christian attitude logically leads to one of two responses: 

neglect of the body and physical health, or indulgence of the body’s sinful desires. 

God is concerned for both your body and your soul. As a responsible Christian, 

you should neither neglect nor indulge yourself, but care for your physical needs 

and discipline your body so that you are at your best for God’s service. 

 

In the church’s early days, traveling prophets, evangelists, and teachers (“the 

brothers”) were helped on their way by people like Gaius who housed and fed 

them. Hospitality is a lost art in many churches today. We would do well to invite 

more people for meals—fellow church members, young people, traveling 

missionaries, those in need, visitors. This is an active and much-appreciated way to 

show your love. In fact, it is probably more important today. Because of our 

individualistic, self-centered society, there are many lonely people who wonder if 

anyone cares whether he or she live or die. If you find such a lonely person, show 

him or her that you care! 

 

The traveling missionaries neither asked for nor accepted anything from 

nonbelievers because they didn’t want anyone questioning their motives for 
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preaching. God’s true preachers do not preach to make money but to express their 

love for God. It is the church’s responsibility to care for Christian workers; this 

should never be left to nonbelievers. 

When you help someone who is spreading the gospel, you are in a very real 

way a partner in the ministry. 

 

Diotrephes wanted to control the church. 

 

John denounced 

 

(1) His refusal to have anything to do with other spiritual leaders, 

(2) His slander of the leaders, 

(3) His bad example in refusing to welcome any gospel teachers, and 

(4) His attempt to excommunicate those who opposed his leadership. 

 

Sins such as pride, jealousy, and slander are still present in the church, and 

when a leader makes a habit of encouraging sin and discouraging right actions, he 

must be stopped. If no one speaks up, great harm can come to the church. 

 

We must confront sin in the church; if we try to avoid it, it will continue to 

grow. A true Christian leader is a servant, not an autocrat! 

 

In contrast to the corrupt Diotrephes, Demetrius had a high regard for truth. 

John personified truth as a witness to Demetrius’s character and teaching. In other 

words, if truth could speak, it would speak on Demetrius’s behalf. When 

Demetrius arrived, Gaius certainly opened his home to him. 

 

Whereas 2 John emphasizes the need to refuse hospitality to false teachers, 3 

John urges continued hospitality to those who teach the truth. Hospitality is a strong 

sign of support for people and their work. It means giving them of your resources 

so their stay will be comfortable and their work and travel easier. 

 

Actively look for creative ways to show hospitality to God’s workers. It may 

be in the form of a letter of encouragement, a gift, financial support, an open home, 

or prayer. 
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Jude, Chapter 1 
 

Jude’s letter focuses on apostasy—when people turn away from God’s truth 

and embrace false teachings. Jude reminded his readers of God’s judgment on 

those who had left the faith in the past. 

 

This letter is a warning against false teachers—in this case, probably Gnostic 

teachers (see the note on Col. 2:4ff for a description of the Gnostic heresy). 

Gnostics opposed two of the basic tenets of Christianity—the incarnation of Christ 

and the call to Christian ethics. Jude wrote to combat these false teachings and to 

encourage true doctrine and right conduct. 

 

Jude was a brother of James, who was one of the leaders in the early church. 

Both of these men were Jesus’ half-brothers. Mary was their mother, and Joseph 

was their father. Although Mary was Jesus’ true mother, God was Jesus’ true 

Father. 

 

Even some of our churches today have false (“godless”) teachers who “have 

secretly slipped in” and are twisting the Bible’s teachings to justify their own 

opinions, life-style, or wrong behavior. In doing this, they may gain temporary 

freedom to do as they wish, but they will discover that in distorting Scripture they 

are playing with fire. God will judge them for excusing, tolerating, and promoting 

sin. 

 

Some people avoid studying the Bible because they think theology is dry 

and boring. Those who refuse to learn correct doctrine, however, are susceptible to 

false teaching because they are not fully grounded in God’s truth. We must 

understand the basic doctrines of our faith so that we can recognize false doctrines 

and prevent wrong teaching from undermining our faith and hurting others. 

 

Many first-century false teachers were teaching that Christians could do 

whatever they liked without fear of God’s punishment. They had a light view of 

God’s holiness and his justice. 
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Paul refuted this same kind of false teaching in Romans 6:1-23. Even today, 

some Christians minimize the sinfulness of sin, believing that how they live has 

little to do with their faith. But what a person truly believes will show up in how he 

or she acts. Those who truly have faith will show it by their deep respect for God 

and their sincere desire to live according to the principles in his Word. 

 

Jude gave three examples of rebellion: 

(1) The children of Israel—who, although they were delivered from 

Egypt, refused to trust God and enter the promised land (Numbers 14:26-

39); 

(2) The angels—although they were once pure, holy, and living in God’s 

presence, some gave in to pride and joined Satan to rebel against God (2 

Peter 2:4); and 

(3) The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah—the inhabitants were so full of 

sin that God wiped them off the face of the earth (Genesis 19:1-29). 

 

If the chosen people, angels, and sinful cities were punished, how much 

more would these false teachers be severely judged? 

 

False teachers claimed that they possessed secret knowledge that gave them 

authority. Their “knowledge” of God was esoteric—mystical and beyond human 

understanding. 

 

The nature of God is beyond our understanding, but God, in his grace, has 

chosen to reveal himself to us—in his Word, and supremely in Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, we must seek to know all we can about what he has revealed, even 

though we cannot fully comprehend God with our finite human minds. Beware of 

those who claim to have all the answers and who belittle what they do not 

understand. 

Effective witnessing saves people from God’s judgment. We witness to 

some through our compassion and kindness; to others we witness as if we were 

snatching them from the eternal fire. To hate “even the clothing stained by 

corrupted flesh” means that we are to hate the sin, but we must witness to and love 

the sinner. 

Unbelievers, no matter how successful they seem by worldly standards, are 
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lost and in need of salvation. We should not take witnessing lightly—it is a matter 

of life and death. 

 

In trying to find common ground with those to whom we witness, we must 

be careful not to fall into the quicksand of compromise. When reaching out to 

others, we must be sure that our own footing is safe and secure. 

 

Be careful not to become so much like non-Christians that no one can tell 

who you are or what you believe. Influence them for Christ—don’t allow them to 

influence you to sin! 

 

As the letter begins, so it ends—with assurance. God keeps believers from 

falling prey to false teachers. Although false teachers are widespread and 

dangerous, we don’t have to be afraid if we trust God and are rooted and grounded 

in him. 

To be sinless and perfect (“without fault”) will be the ultimate condition of 

the believer when he or she finally sees Christ face to face. When Christ appears, 

and we are given our new bodies, we will be like Christ (1 John 3:2). Coming into 

Christ’s presence will be more wonderful than we could ever imagine! 

 

The audience to whom Jude wrote was vulnerable to heresies and to 

temptations toward immoral living. Jude encouraged the believers to remain firm 

in their faith and trust in God’s promises for their future. 

This was all the more important because they were living in a time of 

increased apostasy. We too are living in the last days, much closer to the end than 

were the original readers of this letter. We too are vulnerable to doctrinal error. 

 

We too are tempted to give in to sin. Although there is much false teaching 

around us, we need not be afraid or give up in despair—God can keep us from 

falling, and he guarantees that if we remain faithful, he will bring us into his 

presence and give us everlasting joy. 

 

Additional comments and charts are taken from: Life Application Study Bible. 

Illinois: Tyndale House 2007. Print 


