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Forward 

 

Let us pray that many may be raised up and sent forth, who will labour 

in bringing souls to Christ.  

 

It is a sign that God is about to bestow some special mercy upon a 

people, when he stirs them up to pray for the harvest.  Commissions 

given to laborers in answer to prayer, are most likely to be successful. 

 

He is able to make all grace abound towards us, and to abound in us; to 

Give a large increase of spiritual and of temporal good things. He can 

make us to have enough in all things; and to be content with what we 

have.  

 

God gives not only enough for ourselves, but that also wherewith 

we may supply the wants of others, and this should be as seed to be 

sown. We must show the reality of our subjection to the gospel, by 

works of charity. 

 

May God help each of us as we prepare for the harvest. 

 

 

 



4 

 

Chapter 1 

 

Harvest of blessings 

 

Matthew 9:37 
 

Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 

are few. 

To this day vast multitudes are as sheep not having a shepherd, and we 

should have compassion and do all we can to help them. The multitudes 

desirous of spiritual instruction formed a plenteous harvest, needing 

many active laborers; but few deserved that character. Christ is the Lord 

of the harvest.  

 

Let us pray that many may be raised up and sent forth, who will labour 

in bringing souls to Christ. It is a sign that God is about to bestow some 

special mercy upon a people, when he stirs them up to pray for it. And 

commissions given to laborers in answer to prayer, are most likely to be 

successful. 

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/9/37
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2 Corinthians 9:10 

 

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness. 

If we had more faith and love, we should waste less on ourselves, and 

sow more in hope of a plentiful increase. Can a man lose by doing that 

with which God is pleased? He is able to make all grace abound towards 

us, and to abound in us; to give a large increase of spiritual and of 

temporal good things.  

He can make us to have enough in all things; and to be content with 

what we have. God gives not only enough for ourselves, but that also 

wherewith we may supply the wants of others, and this should be as seed 

to be sown. We must show the reality of our subjection to the gospel, by 

works of charity.  

 

Leviticus 26:5 
 

'Indeed, your threshing will last for you until grape gathering, and grape 

gathering will last until sowing time You will thus eat your food to the 

full and live securely in your land. 

These great and precious promises, though they relate chiefly to the life 

which now is, were typical of the spiritual blessings made sure by the 

covenant of grace to all believers, through Christ.  

1. Plenty and abundance of the fruits of the earth. Every good and 

perfect gift must be expected from above, from the Father of lights.  

2. Peace under the Divine protection. Those dwell in safety that dwell in 

God.  

3. Victory and success in their wars. It is all one with the Lord to save by 

many or by few.  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Corinthians/9/10
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Leviticus/26/5
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4. The increase of their people. The gospel church shall be fruitful.  

5. The favor of God, which is the fountain of all good.  

6. Tokens of his presence in and by his ordinances. The way to have     

God's ordinances fixed among us, is to cleave closely to them.  

7. The grace of the covenant.  

 

All covenant blessings are summed up in the covenant relation, I will be 

your God, and ye shall be my people; and they are all grounded upon 

their redemption.  

Having purchased them, God would own them, and never cast them off 

till they cast him off. 

 

Psalm 67:6 
 

The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us. 

The success of the gospel brings outward mercies with it; righteousness 

exalts a nation. The blessing of the Lord sweetens all our creature-

comforts to us, and makes them comforts indeed. All the world shall be 

brought to worship Him.  

 

When the gospel begins to spread, it shall go forward more and more, till 

it reaches to the ends of the earth. It is good to cast in our lot with those 

that are the blessed of the Lord. If nothing had been spoken in Scripture 

respecting the conversion of the heathen, we might think it vain to 

attempt so hopeless a work. But when we see with what confidence it is 

declared in the Scriptures, we may engage in missionary labors, assured 

that God will fulfil his own word. 

 

Indeed, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its 

produce. 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/67/6
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Psalm 107:37 
 

And sow fields and plant vineyards, and gather a fruitful harvest. 

The success of the gospel brings outward mercies with it; righteousness 

exalts a nation. The blessing of the Lord sweetens all our creature-

comforts to us, and makes them comforts indeed.  

All the world shall be brought to worship Him. When the gospel begins 

to spread, it shall go forward more and more, till it reaches to the ends of 

the earth.  

It is good to cast in our lot with those that are the blessed of the Lord. If 

nothing had been spoken in Scripture respecting the conversion of the 

heathen, we might think it vain to attempt so hopeless a work.  

 

But when we see with what confidence it is declared in the Scriptures, 

we may engage in missionary labors, assured that God will fulfil his own 

word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/107/37
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Chapter 2 

 

The first fruits of your labors 

Exodus 23:16 
 

"Also you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits of your 

labors from what you sow in the field; also the Feast of the Ingathering 

at the end of the year when you gather in the fruit of your labors from 

the field. 

Once a week they must rest, even in ploughing time, and in harvest. All 

worldly business must give way to that holy rest; even harvest work will 

prosper the better, for the religious observance of the Sabbath day in 

harvest time.  

We must show that we prefer our communion with God, and our duty to 

him, before the business or the joy of harvest. 

 

Exodus 34:22 
 

"You shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, that is, the first fruits of the 

wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the turn of the year. 

We must show that we prefer our communion with God, and our duty to 

him, before the business or the joy of harvest. Thrice a year they must 

appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel.  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Exodus/23/16
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Exodus/34/22
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Leviticus 23:10-16   
 

To give these instructions to the Israelites: "When you arrive in the land 

I am giving you and you harvest your first crops, bring the priest some 

grain from the first portion of your grain harvest.   

 

On the day after the Sabbath, the priest will lift it up before the Lord so 

it may be accepted on your behalf. That same day you must sacrifice a 

year-old male lamb with no physical defects as a whole burnt offering to 

the Lord.  

 

A grain offering must accompany it consisting of three quarts of choice 

flour mixed with olive oil. It will be an offering given to the Lord by 

fire, and it will be very pleasing to him. Along with this sacrifice, you 

must also offer one quart of wine as a drink offering.  

 

Do not eat any bread or roasted grain or fresh kernels on that day until 

after you have brought this offering to your God. This is a permanent 

law for you, and it must be observed wherever you live. 

  

"From the day after the Sabbath, the day the bundle of grain was lifted 

up as an offering, count off seven weeks. Keep counting until the day 

after the seventh Sabbath, fifty days later, and bring an offering of new 

grain to the Lord.  

 

The sheaf of first-fruits was typical of the Lord Jesus, who is risen from 

the dead as the First-fruits of them that slept. Our Lord Jesus rose from 

the dead on the very day that the first-fruits were offered.  

 

We are taught by this law to honour the Lord with our substance, and 

with the first-fruits of all our increase, they were not to eat of their new 

corn, till God's part was offered to him out of it. 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Leviticus/23/10
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Deuteronomy 16:13-15 
 

"You shall celebrate the Feast of Booths seven days after you have 

gathered in from your threshing floor and your wine vat; and you shall 

rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter and your male 

and female servants and the Levite and the stranger and the orphan and 

the widow who are in your towns. 

 

”Seven days you shall celebrate a feast to the LORD your God in the 

place which the LORD chooses, because the LORD your God will bless 

you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you 

will be altogether joyful. 

If those who were under the law must rejoice before God, much more 

we that are under the grace of the gospel; which makes it our duty to 

rejoice evermore, to rejoice in the Lord always.  

When we rejoice in God ourselves, we should do what we can to assist 

others also to rejoice in him, by comforting the mourners, and supplying 

those who are in want.  

All who make God their joy, may rejoice in hope, for He is faithful that 

has promised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Deuteronomy/16/13
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Chapter 3 

 

The sluggard begs during the harvest 

 

Proverbs 20:4 
 

The sluggard does not plow after the autumn, so he begs during the 

harvest and has nothing. 

He who labors and endures hardship in his seed-time for eternity, will be 

properly diligent as to his earthly business 

 

Jeremiah 12:13 
 

"They have sown wheat and have reaped thorns, they have strained 

themselves to no profit but be ashamed of your harvest Because of the 

fierce anger of the LORD." 

When God's hand is lifted up, and men will not see, they shall be made 

to feel. Silver and gold shall not profit in the day of the Lord's anger. 

And the efforts of sinners to escape misery, without repentance and 

works answerable thereto, will end in confusion. 

 

 
 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Proverbs/20/4
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Jeremiah/12/13
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Isaiah 17:10-11 
 

For you have forgotten the God of your salvation and have not 

remembered the rock of your refuge. Therefore you plant delightful 

plants and set them with vine slips of a strange god. In the day that you 

plant it you carefully fence it in, and in the morning you bring your seed 

to blossom; but the harvest will be a heap in a day of sickliness and 

incurable pain. 

 

The God of our salvation is the Rock of our strength; and our 

forgetfulness and unmindfulness of him are at the bottom of all sin. The 

pleasant plants, and shoots from a foreign soil, are expressions for 

strange and idolatrous worship, and the vile practices connected 

therewith. Diligence would be used to promote the growth of these 

strange slips, but all in vain. See the evil and danger of sin, and its 

certain consequences. 

 

Joel 3:13 
 

Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe Come, tread, for the wine press is 

full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. 

Most of the prophets foretell the same final victory of the church of God 

over all that oppose it. To the wicked it will be a terrible day, but to the 

righteous it will be a joyful day.  

 

What cause have those who possess an interest in Christ, to glory in their 

Strength and their Redeemer! The acceptable year of the Lord, a day of 

such great favor to some, will be a day of remarkable vengeance to 

others: let everyone that is out of Christ awake, and flee from the wrath 

to come. 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/17/10
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Joel/3/13
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Galatians 6:9 
 

Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do 

not grow weary. 

Our present time is seed time; in the other world we shall reap as we sow 

now. As there are two sorts of sowing, one to the flesh, and the other to 

the Spirit, so will the reckoning be hereafter.  

 

Those who live a carnal, sensual life, must expect no other fruit from 

such a course than misery and ruin. But those who, under the guidance 

and influences of the Holy Spirit, live a life of faith in Christ, and 

abound in Christian graces, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  

 

 

Revelation 14:15-16 
 

And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice 

to Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to 

reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe." Then He who sat 

on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

The harvest time is when the corn is ripe; when the believers are ripe for 

heaven, then the wheat of the earth shall be gathered into Christ's garner. 

And by a vintage. The enemies of Christ and his church are not 

destroyed, till by their sin they are ripe for ruin, and then he will spare 

them no longer.  

The wine-press is the wrath of God, some terrible calamity, probably the 

sword, shedding the blood of the wicked. The patience of God towards 

sinners, is the greatest miracle in the world; but, though lasting, it will 

not be everlasting; and ripeness in sin is a sure proof of judgment at 

hand. 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Galatians/6/9
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Revelation/14/15
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Chapter 4 

 

He will be satisfied with the product of his lips. 

 

Proverbs 18:20 
 

With the fruit of a man's mouth his stomach will be satisfied; He will be 

satisfied with the product of his lips. 

The belly is here put for the heart, as elsewhere; and what that is filled 

with, our satisfaction will be accordingly, and our inward peace. 

 

Isaiah 17:5 
 

It will be even like the reaper gathering the standing grain, As his arm 

harvests the ears, Or it will be like one gleaning ears of grain In the 

valley of Rephaim. 

Those who are partakers in sin, are justly made partakers in ruin. The 

people had, by sins, made themselves ripe for ruin; and their glory was 

as quickly cut down and taken away by the enemy, as the corn is out of 

the field by the husbandman.  

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Proverbs/18/20
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/17/5
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Jeremiah 51:33 
 

For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "The daughter of 

Babylon is like a threshing floor at the time it is stamped firm; yet in a 

little while the time of harvest will come for her." 

 

Destruction comes when they did not think of it. Wherever we are, in the 

greatest depths, at the greatest distances, we are to remember the Lord 

our God; and in the times of the greatest fears and hopes, it is most 

needful to remember the Lord 

 

Matthew 13:30 
 

'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the 

harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them 

in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."'" 

 

They shall shine by reflection, with light borrowed from the Fountain of 

light. Their sanctification will be made perfect, and their justification 

published. May we be found of that happy number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Jeremiah/51/33
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/13/30
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Chapter 5 

 

Put in the sickle because the harvest has come. 

 

Mark 4:29 
 

"But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because 

the harvest has come." 

This parable of the good seed, shows the manner in which the kingdom 

of God makes progress in the world. Let but the word of Christ have the 

place it ought to have in a soul, and it will show itself in a good 

conversation.  

It grows gradually: first the blade; then the ear; after that the full corn in 

the ear. When it is sprung up, it will go forward.  

The work of grace in the soul is, at first, but the day of small things; yet 

it has mighty products even now, while it is in its growth; but what will 

there be when it is perfected in heaven! 

 

Mark 12:1-9  
 

Then Jesus began telling them stories: "A man planted a vineyard, built 

a wall around it, dug a pit for pressing out the grape juice, and built a 

lookout tower. Then he leased the vineyard to tenant farmers and moved 

to another country.  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Mark/4/29
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Mark/12/1
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At grape-picking time he sent one of his servants to collect his share of 

the crop. But the farmers grabbed the servant, beat him up, and sent him 

back empty-handed.  

 

"The owner then sent another servant, but they beat him over the head 

and treated him shamefully. The next servant he sent was killed. Others 

who were sent were either beaten or killed, until there was only one 

left—his son whom he loved dearly. The owner finally sent him, 

thinking, 'Surely they will respect my son.'  

 

"But the farmers said to one another, 'Here comes the heir to this estate. 

Let's kill him and get the estate for ourselves!' So they grabbed him and 

murdered him and threw his body out of the vineyard. 

 

"What do you suppose the owner of the vineyard will do?" Jesus asked. 

"I'll tell you—he will come and kill them all and lease the vineyard to 

others.  

 

The Scriptures, and faithful preachers, and the coming of Christ in the 

flesh, call on us to render due praise to God in our lives. Let sinners 

beware of a proud, carnal spirit; if they revile or despise the preachers of 

Christ, they would have done so their Master, had they lived when he 

was upon earth. 

 

Luke 10:2 
 

And He was saying to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 

into His harvest.  

Christ sent the seventy disciples, two and two, that they might strengthen 

and encourage one another.  

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Luke/10/2
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The ministry of the gospel calls men to receive Christ as a Prince and a 

Saviour; and he will surely come in the power of his Spirit to all places 

whither he sends his faithful servants 

 

 

John 4:35-36 
 

"Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, and then comes the 

harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, 

that they are white for harvest. "Already he who reaps is receiving 

wages and is gathering fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows and he 

who reaps may rejoice together. 

Our Master has left us an example that we may learn to do the will of 

God as he did; with diligence, as those that make a business of it; with 

delight and pleasure in it.  

 

Christ compares his work to harvest-work. The harvest is appointed and 

looked for before it comes; so was the gospel. Harvest-time is busy time; 

all must be then at work. Harvest-time is a short time, and harvest-work 

must be done then, or not at all; so the time of the gospel is a season, 

which if once past, cannot be recalled. 

 

Romans 1:13 
 

I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to 

come to you (and have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some 

fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles. 

Our journeys are made prosperous or otherwise, according to the will of 

God. We should readily impart to others what God has trusted to us, 

rejoicing to make others joyful, especially taking pleasure in communing 

with those who believe the same things with us. If redeemed by the 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/John/4/35
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Romans/1/13
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blood, and converted by the grace of the Lord Jesus, we are altogether 

his; and for his sake we are debtors to all men, to do all the good we can 

 

 

1 Corinthians 9:10-11 
 

Or is He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was 

written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to 

thresh in hope of sharing the crops. If we sowed spiritual things in you, 

is it too much if we reap material things from you? 

Those who seek to do our souls good, should have food provided for 

them. But he renounced his right, rather than hinder his success by 

claiming it. It is the people's duty to maintain their minister. He may 

wave his right, as Paul did; but those transgress a precept of Christ, who 

deny or withhold due support. 

 

James 3:18 
 

And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who 

make peace.  

True wisdom may be know by the meekness of the spirit and temper. 

Those who live in malice, envy, and contention, live in confusion; and 

are liable to be provoked and hurried to any evil work. Such wisdom 

comes not down from above, but springs up from earthly principles, acts 

on earthly motives, and is intent on serving earthly purposes. Those who 

are lifted up with such wisdom, described by the apostle James, is near 

to the Christian love, described by the apostle Paul; and both are so 

described that every man may fully prove the reality of his attainments 

in them. 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-Corinthians/9/10
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/James/3/18
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To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:   

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  

I ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I 

accept you as savior and will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 

 

References: 

Matthew Henry Concise Commentary verse concepts. 

 


