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Overview 

 

 HEROD ANTIPAS RUTHLESS AMBITION  

 

WAS PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

Herod Antipas story is told in the Gospels. He is also mentioned in Acts 4:27; Acts 

13:1. 

 

Most people dislike having their sins pointed out, especially in public. The shame 

of being exposed is often stronger than the guilt brought on by the wrongdoing. 

Herod Antipas was a man experiencing both guilt and shame. 

 

Herod’s ruthless ambition was public knowledge, as was his illegal marriage to his 

brother’s wife, Herodias. One man made Herod’s sin a public issue. That man was 

John the Baptist. John had been preaching in the desert, and thousands flocked to 

hear him. Apparently it was no secret that John had rebuked Herod for his 

adulterous marriage. Herodias was particularly anxious to have John silenced. As a 

solution, Herod imprisoned John. 

 

Herod liked John. John was probably one of the few people he met who spoke only 

the truth to him. But the truth about his sin was a bitter pill to swallow, and Herod 

wavered at the point of conflict: he couldn’t afford to have John constantly 

reminding the people of their leader’s sinfulness, but he was afraid to have John 

killed. He put off the choice. Eventually Herodias forced his hand, and John was 

executed. Of course, this only served to increase Herod’s guilt. 

 

Upon hearing about Jesus, Herod immediately identified him with John. He 

couldn’t decide what to do about Jesus. He didn’t want to repeat the mistake he had 

made with John, so he tried to threaten Jesus just before Jesus final journey to 

Jerusalem. When the two met briefly during Jesus trial, Jesus would not speak to 

Herod. Herod had proved himself a poor listener to John, and Jesus had nothing to 

add to John’s words. Herod responded with spite and mocking. Having rejected the 

messenger, he found it easy to reject the Messiah. 

 

For each person, God chooses the best possible ways to reveal himself. He uses his 

Word, various circumstances, our minds, or other people to get our attention. He is 

persuasive and persistent, but never forces himself on us. To miss or resist Gods 

message, as did Herod, is tragedy.   
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Tetrarch of Galilee (Herod Antipas) 

  Luke 3:1  

It was now the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, the Roman emperor. Pilate 

was governor over Judea; Herod Antipas was ruler over Galilee; his brother Philip 

was ruler over Iturea and Traconitis; Lysanias was ruler over Abilene.  

Tiberius, the Roman emperor, ruled from A.D. 14 to 37. Pilate was the Roman 

governor responsible for the province of Judea; Herod (Antipas) and Philip were 

half brothers and sons of the cruel Herod the Great, who had been dead more than 

20 years. Antipas, Philip, Pilate, and Lysanias apparently had equal powers in 

governing their separate territories. All were subject to Rome and responsible for 

keeping peace in their respective lands. 

 

Luke 23:7 

When they answered that he was, Pilate sent him to Herod Antipas, because 

Galilee was under Herod's jurisdiction, and Herod happened to be in Jerusalem at 

the time.  

Herod, also called Herod Antipas, was in Jerusalem that weekend for the Passover 

celebration. (This was the Herod who killed John the Baptist.) Pilate hoped to pass 

Jesus off on Herod because he knew that Jesus had lived and worked in Galilee. 

But Herod was not much help. He was curious about Jesus and enjoyed making fun 

of him. But when Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate, it was with the verdict of “not 

guilty.” 

 

Incest of Herod Antipas 

Matthew 14:3-4  

For Herod had arrested and imprisoned John as a favor to his wife Herodias (the 

former wife of Herod's brother Philip). John kept telling Herod, "It is illegal for 

you to marry her."  
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Philip, Herod’s half-brother, was another of Palestine’s four rulers. His territories 

were Iturea and Traconitis, northeast of the Sea of Galilee (Luke 3:1). Philip’s 

wife, Herodias, left Philip to live with Herod Antipas. John the Baptist condemned 

the two for living immorally (see Mark 6:17-18). 

     

Beheads John the Baptist 

  Mark 6:16-28  

When Herod heard about Jesus, he said, "John, the man I beheaded, has come back 

from the dead."   

For Herod had sent soldiers to arrest and imprison John as a favor to Herodias. She 

had been his brother Philip's wife, but Herod had married her.  John kept telling 

Herod, "It is illegal for you to marry your brother's wife."  

Herodias was enraged and wanted John killed in revenge, but without Herod's 

approval she was powerless. And Herod respected John, knowing that he was a 

good and holy man, so he kept him under his protection. Herod was disturbed 

whenever he talked with John, but even so, he liked to listen to him.  

Herodias's chance finally came. It was Herod's birthday, and he gave a party for his 

palace aides, army officers, and the leading citizens of Galilee.  

Then his daughter, also named Herodias, came in and performed a dance that 

greatly pleased them all. "Ask me for anything you like," the king said to the girl, 

"and I will give it to you." Then he promised, "I will give you whatever you ask, 

up to half of my kingdom!"  

She went out and asked her mother, "What should I ask for?" 

Her mother told her, "Ask for John the Baptist's head!"  

So the girl hurried back to the king and told him, "I want the head of John the 

Baptist, right now, on a tray!"  
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Then the king was very sorry, but he was embarrassed to break his oath in front of 

his guests.  

So he sent an executioner to the prison to cut off John's head and bring it to him. 

The soldier beheaded John in the prison, brought his head on a tray, and gave it to 

the girl, who took it to her mother.  

 

Scripture in Review 

Once word of Jesus’ healing power spread, crowds gathered just to touch him. For 

many, he had become a symbol of good fortune, a lucky charm, or a magician. 

Instead of desiring God’s pardon and love, they only wanted physical healing or a 

chance to see spectacular events. Some people still see God as a cosmic magician 

and consider prayer as a way to get God to do his tricks. But God is not a 

magician—he is the Master. Prayer is not a way for us to control God; it is a way 

for us to put ourselves under his control. 

 

This may be Luke’s account of the sermon that Matthew records in Matthew 5-7, 

or it may be that Jesus gave similar sermons on several different occasions. Some 

believe that this was not one sermon, but a composite based on Jesus’ customary 

teachings. 

 

 

These verses are called the Beatitudes, from the Latin word meaning “blessing.” 

They describe what it means to be Christ’s follower; they are standards of conduct; 

they contrast kingdom values with worldly values, showing what Christ’s 

followers can expect from the world and what God will give them; they contrast 

fake piety with true humility; and finally, they show how Old Testament 

expectations are fulfilled in God’s kingdom. 

 

Some believe that the hunger about which Jesus spoke is a hunger for 

righteousness (Matthew 5:6). Others say this is physical hunger. In any case, in a 

nation where riches were seen as a sign of God’s favor, Jesus startled his hearers 

by pronouncing blessings on the hungry.  
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In doing so, however, he was in line with an ancient tradition. The Old Testament 

is filled with texts proclaiming God’s concern for the poor and needy.  

 

See, for example, 1 Samuel 2:5; Psalm 146:7; Isaiah 58:6-7; and Jesus’ own 

mother’s prayer in Luke 1:53. 

 

 

If you are trying to find fulfillment only through riches, wealth may be the only 

reward you will ever get—and it does not last. We should not seek comfort now at 

the expense of eternal life. 

 

There were many false prophets in Old Testament times. They were praised by 

kings and crowds because their predictions—prosperity and victory in war—were 

exactly what the people wanted to hear. But popularity is no guarantee of truth, and 

human flattery does not bring God’s approval. Sadness lies ahead for those who 

chase after the crowd’s praise rather than God’s truth. 

 

The Jews despised the Romans because they oppressed God’s people, but Jesus 

told the people to love these enemies.  

 

Such words turned many away from Christ. But Jesus wasn’t talking about having 

affection for enemies; he was talking about an act of the will. You can’t “fall into” 

this kind of love—it takes conscious effort. Loving our enemies means acting in 

their best interests.  

 

We can pray for them, and we can think of ways to help them. Jesus loved the 

whole world, even though the world was in rebellion against God. Jesus asks us to 

follow his example by loving our enemies. Grant your enemies the same respect 

and rights as you desire for yourself. 

 

   Desires to see Jesus 

Luke 9:7-9  

When reports of Jesus' miracles reached Herod Antipas, he was worried and 

puzzled because some were saying, "This is John the Baptist come back to life 

again." Others were saying, "It is Elijah or some other ancient prophet risen from 

the dead."  
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"I beheaded John," Herod said, "so who is this man about whom I hear such 

strange stories?" And he tried to see him. 

It was so difficult for the people to accept Jesus as the Son of God that they tried to 

come up with other solutions—most of which sound quite unbelievable to us. 

Many thought that he must be someone who had come back to life, perhaps John 

the Baptist or another prophet. Some suggested that he was Elijah, the great 

prophet who did not die but was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:1-

11).  

Very few found the correct answer, as Peter did (Luke 9:20). For many people 

today, it is still not easy to accept Jesus as the fully human yet fully divine Son of 

God. People are still trying to find alternate explanations—a great prophet, a 

radical political leader, a self-deceived rabble-rouser.  

None of these explanations can account for Jesus’ miracles or, especially, his 

glorious resurrection—so these realities too have to be explained away. In the end, 

the attempts to explain away Jesus are far more difficult to believe than the truth. 

 

Luke 23:8  

Herod was delighted at the opportunity to see Jesus, because he had heard about 

him and had been hoping for a long time to see him perform a miracle.  

 

Tyranny of Herod Antipas 

Luke 13:31-32  

A few minutes later some Pharisees said to him, "Get out of here if you want to 

live, because Herod Antipas wants to kill you!"  

Jesus replied, "Go tell that fox that I will keep on casting out demons and doing 

miracles of healing today and tomorrow; and the third day I will accomplish my 

purpose.  
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Jesus tried by Herod Antipas 

   Luke 23:6-12  

    "Oh, is he a Galilean?" Pilate asked. When they answered that he was, Pilate 

sent him to Herod Antipas, because Galilee was under Herod's jurisdiction, and 

Herod happened to be in Jerusalem at the time.  

 Herod was delighted at the opportunity to see Jesus, because he had heard about 

him and had been hoping for a long time to see him perform a miracle. [9] He 

asked Jesus question after question, but Jesus refused to answer.  

Meanwhile, the leading priests and the teachers of religious law stood there 

shouting their accusations. Now Herod and his soldiers began mocking and 

ridiculing Jesus. Then they put a royal robe on him and sent him back to Pilate. 

Herod and Pilate, who had been enemies before, became friends that day.  

   

Luke 23:15  

Herod came to the same conclusion and sent him back to us. Nothing this man has 

done calls for the death penalty.  

Jesus was tried six times, by both Jewish and Roman authorities, but he was never 

convicted of a crime deserving death. Even when condemned to execution, he had 

been convicted of no felony. Today, no one can find fault in Jesus. But just like 

Pilate, Herod, and the religious leaders, many still refuse to acknowledge him as 

Lord. 
 

All the people were united against Jesus. 

    

Acts 4:27  

    "That is what has happened here in this city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate 

the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against Jesus, 

your holy servant, whom you anointed.  

Our attitude toward Jesus will bring faith, or destroy faith.  All are responsible. 
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Lessons from his life: 

 

 A life motivated by ambition is usually characterized by self-destruction. 

 Opportunities to do good usually come to us in the form of choices to be made 

 

  

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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