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Overview 

 

HEROD THE GREAT IS REMEMBERED AS A LAVISH REBUILDER OF 

THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM 

 

 

Notes about Herod the Great are found in Matthew 2:1-22 and Luke 1:5. 

 

The Bible records history. It has proven itself an accurate and reliable record of 

people, events, and places. Independent historical accounts verify the Bibles 

descriptions and details of many famous lives.  

 

One of these was the father of the Herodian family, Herod the Great. 

Herod is remembered as a builder of cities and the lavish rebuilder of the temple in 

Jerusalem. 

 

But he also destroyed people. He showed little greatness in either his personal 

actions or his character. He was ruthless in ruling his territory. His suspicions and 

jealousy led to the murder of several of his children and the death of his wife 

Mariamne. 

 

Herod’s title, king of the Jews, was granted by Rome but never accepted by the 

Jewish people.  

 

He was not part of the Davidic family line, and he was only partly Jewish. 

 

 Although Israel benefited from Herods lavish efforts to repair the temple in 

Jerusalem, he won little admiration because he also rebuilt various pagan temples. 

 

 Herod’s costly attempt to gain the loyalty of the people failed because it was 

superficial. His only loyalty was to himself. 

 

Because his royal title was not genuine, Herod was constantly worried about losing 

his position. His actions when hearing from the Magi about their search for the 

new king are consistent with all that we know about Herod.  

 

He planned to locate and kill the child before he could become a threat. The 

murder of innocent children that followed is a tragic lesson in what can happen 

when actions are motivated by selfishness. Herod’s suspicions did not spare even 

his own family. His life was self-destructive. 
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King of Judah (Herod the Great) 

Matthew 2:1-22  

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,  

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the 

east, and are come to worship him.  

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him.  

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, 

he demanded of them where Christ should be born.  

And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the 

prophet,  

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of 

Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor that shall rule my people Israel.  

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently 

what time the star appeared.  

And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young 

child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and 

worship him also.  

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in 

the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  

 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 

mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their 

treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.  

And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they 

departed into their own country another way.  
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And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 

a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 

Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young 

child to destroy him.  

When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into 

Egypt:  

And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.  

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 

wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all 

the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he 

had diligently enquired of the wise men.  

Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying,  

In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are 

not.  

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt, Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go 

into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life.  

And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of 

Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in 

a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee:  

The Wise Men's Search after Christ 

Matthew 2:1-8 

Though Herod was very old, and never had shown affection for his family, and 

was not himself likely to live till a new-born infant had grown up to manhood, he 

began to be troubled with the dread of a rival.  

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+2%3A1-8
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He understood not the spiritual nature of the Messiah's kingdom.  

Let us beware of a dead faith. A man may be persuaded of many truths, and yet 

may hate them, because they interfere with his ambition, or sinful indulgences.  

Such a belief will make him uneasy, and the more resolved to oppose the truth and 

the cause of God; and he may be foolish enough to hope for success therein. 

 

The Wise Men Worship Jesus 

Matthew 2:9-12 

What joy these wise men felt upon this sight of the star, none know so well as 

those who, after a long and melancholy night of temptation and desertion, under 

the power of a spirit of bondage, at length receive the Spirit of adoption, 

witnessing with their spirits that they are the children of God.  

                     

These wise men did not think themselves baffled; but having found the King they 

sought, they presented their gifts to him.  

The humble inquirer after Christ will not be stumbled at finding him and his 

disciples in obscure cottages, after having in vain sought them in palaces and 

populous cities.  

 The gifts the wise men presented were gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Providence 

sent these as a seasonable relief to Joseph and Mary in their present poor condition. 

Thus our heavenly Father, who knows what his children need, uses some as 

stewards to supply the wants of others, and can provide for them, even from the 

ends of the earth. 

 

Jesus was carried Into Egypt 

Matthew 2:13-15 

Egypt had been a house of bondage to Israel, and particularly cruel to the infants of 

Israel; yet it is to be a place of refuge to the holy Child Jesus.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+2%3A9-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+2%3A13-15
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God, when he pleases, can make the worst of places serve the best of purposes. 

This was a trial of the faith of Joseph and Mary.  

But their faith, being tried, was found firm. If we and our infants are at any time in 

trouble, let us remember the straits in which Christ was when an infant.  

Mat 2:16-18 Herod killed all the male children, not only in Bethlehem, but in all 

the villages of that city.  

Unbridled wrath, armed with an unlawful power, often carries men to absurd 

cruelties. It was no unrighteous thing with God to permit this; every life is forfeited 

to his justice as soon as it begins.  

Herod now thought that he had baffled the Old Testament prophecies, and the 

efforts of the wise men in finding Christ; but whatever crafty, cruel devices are in 

men’s hearts, the counsel of the Lord shall stand. 

 

Herod Causes the Infants of Bethlehem to Be Massacred 

Matthew 2:16-18 

Egypt may serve to sojourn in, or take shelter in, for a while, but not to abide in. 

 Christ was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, to them he must return. The 

family must settle in Galilee. Nazareth was a place held in bad esteem, and Christ 

was crucified with this accusation, Jesus the Nazarene.  

Wherever we are, we must expect to share the reproach of Christ; yet we may 

glory in being called by his name, sure that if we suffer with him, we shall also be 

glorified with him. 

 

Herod was king for many years. 

Herod was given the title king of the Jews by the Romans. He Held on to his power 

for more than 30 years.  He was an effective, though ruthless, ruler He sponsored a 

great variety of large building projects 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+2%3A16-18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+2%3A16-18
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Herod tended to treat those around him with fear, suspicion, and jealousy 

He had several of his own children and at least one wife killed. He ordered the 

killing of the infants in Bethlehem. 

 

Although claiming to be a God-worshiper, he was still involved in many forms of 

pagan religion 

 

 

Lessons from his life: 

 

Great power brings neither peace nor security 

No one can prevent Gods plans from being carried out 

Superficial loyalty does not impress people or God 

 

 

 To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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