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Overview 

 

  ISHMAEL, BORN AS A RESULT OF ABRAHAM AND SARAH TRYING 

TO WORK OUT GOD'S PLAN  

  

Have you ever wondered if you were born into the wrong family? We don’t know 

much about how Ishmael viewed life, but that question must have haunted him at 

times. His life, his name, and his position were bound up in a conflict between two 

jealous women.  

 

Sarah (Sarai), impatient with Gods timetable, had taken matters into her own 

hands, deciding to have a child through another woman. Hagar, servant that she 

was, submitted to being used this way. But her pregnancy gave birth to strong 

feelings of superiority toward Sarah. Into this tense atmosphere, Ishmael was born. 

 

For 13 years Abraham thought Ishmael’s birth had fulfilled Gods promise. He was 

surprised to hear God say that the promised child would be Abraham and Sarah’s 

very own.  

 

Sarah’s pregnancy and Isaacs’s birth must have had a devastating impact on 

Ishmael. Until then he had been treated as a son and heir, but this late arrival made 

his future uncertain. During Isaacs weaning celebration, Sarah caught Ishmael 

teasing his half-brother. As a result, Hagar and Ishmael were permanently expelled 

from Abraham’s family. 
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Much of what happened throughout his life cannot be blamed on Ishmael. He was 

caught in a process much bigger than himself. However, his own actions showed 

that he had chosen to become part of the problem and not part of the solution. He 

chose to live under his circumstances rather than above them. 
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Son of Abraham 

  Genesis 16:11-16  

And the angel also said, "You are now pregnant and will give birth to a son. You 

are to name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard about your misery.  

This son of yours will be a wild one—free and untamed as a wild donkey! He will 

be against everyone, and everyone will be against him. Yes, he will live at odds 

with the rest of his brothers."  

Thereafter, Hagar referred to the Lord, who had spoken to her, as "the God who 

sees me," for she said, "I have seen the One who sees me!"  

Later that well was named Beer-lahairoi, and it can still be found between Kadesh 

and Bered.  

 So Hagar gave Abram a son, and Abram named him Ishmael. Abram was eighty-

six years old at that time. 

a to get involved. No problem is too complicated for God if you are willing to let 

him help you. 

 

                        Prayer of Abraham  

   Genesis 17:18-20  

 And Abraham said to God, "Yes, may Ishmael enjoy your special blessing!"  

But God replied, "Sarah, your wife, will bear you a son. You will name him Isaac, 

and I will confirm my everlasting covenant with him and his descendants.  

As for Ishmael, I will bless him also, just as you have asked. I will cause him to 

multiply and become a great nation. Twelve princes will be among his 

descendants.  
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How could Abraham doubt God? It seemed incredible that he and Sarah in their 

advanced years could have a child. Abraham, the man God considered righteous 

because of his faith, had trouble believing God’s promise to him. Despite his 

doubts, however, he followed God’s commands (Genesis 17:22-27). Even people 

of great faith may have doubts. When God seems to want the impossible and you 

begin to doubt his leading, be like Abraham. Focus on God’s commitment to fulfill 

his promises to you, and then continue to obey. 

 

  God did not forget Ishmael. Although he was not to be Abraham’s heir, he would 

also be the father of a great nation. Regardless of your circumstances, God has not 

forgotten you. Obey him and trust in his plan. 

 

              Ishmael is sent away by Abraham 

 

   Genesis 21:12-18 

    But God told Abraham, "Do not be upset over the boy and your servant wife. Do 

just as Sarah says, for Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be 

counted.  

But I will make a nation of the descendants of Hagar's son because he also is your 

son."  

 So Abraham got up early the next morning, prepared food for the journey, and 

strapped a container of water to Hagar's shoulders. He sent her away with their son, 

and she walked out into the wilderness of Beersheba, wandering aimlessly. 

When the water was gone, she left the boy in the shade of a bush. Then she went 

and sat down by herself about a hundred yards away. "I don't want to watch the 

boy die," she said, as she burst into tears.  

Then God heard the boy's cries, and the angel of God called to Hagar from the sky, 

"Hagar, what's wrong? Do not be afraid! God has heard the boy's cries from the 

place where you laid him.  

Go to him and comfort him, for I will make a great nation from his descendants."    
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What happened to Ishmael, and who are his descendants? Ishmael became ruler of 

a large tribe or nation. The Ishmaelites were nomads living in the Desert of Sinai 

and Paran, south of Israel. One of Ishmael’s daughters married Esau, Ishmael’s 

nephew (Genesis 28:9). The Bible pictures the Ishmaelites as hostile to Israel and 

to God (Psalm 83:6). 

  

Ishmael with Isaac buries his father 

Genesis 25:9-18  

    His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, near Mamre, 

in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite. This was the field Abraham had 

purchased from the Hittites, where he had buried his wife Sarah. After Abraham's 

death, God poured out rich blessings on Isaac, who settled near Beer-lahairoi in the 

Negev.  

 This is the history of the descendants of Ishmael, the son of Abraham through 

Hagar, Sarah's Egyptian servant.  

Here is a list, by their names and clans, of Ishmael's descendants: The oldest was 

Nebaioth, followed by Kedar, Abdeel, Mibsam,  

Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These 

twelve sons of Ishmael became the founders of twelve tribes that bore their names, 

listed according to the places they settled and camped.  

Ishmael finally died at the age of 137 and joined his ancestors in death.  

Ishmael's descendants were scattered across the country from Havilah to Shur, 

which is east of Egypt in the direction of Asshur. The clans descended from 

Ishmael camped close to one another. 
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Ishmael marries daughter of Esau 

Genesis 28:9  

So he visited his Uncle Ishmael's family and married one of Ishmael's daughters, in 

addition to the wives he already had. His new wife's name was Mahalath. She was 

the sister of Nebaioth and the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's son. 

  

Ishmael was Isaac’s half-brother, the son of Abraham and Hagar, Sarah’s 

maidservant (Genesis 16:1-4, 15). After marrying two foreign girls (Genesis 

26:34), Esau hoped his marriage into Ishmael’s family would please his parents, 

Isaac and Rebekah. 

   

Ishmael dies. 

Genesis 25:17-18  

Ishmael finally died at the age of 137 and joined his ancestors in death. Ishmael's 

descendants were scattered across the country from Havilah to Shur, which is east 

of Egypt in the direction of Asshur. The clans descended from Ishmael camped 

close to one another. 

 

Key verses: 

“God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and 

said to her, what is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy 

crying as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make 

him into a great nation” (Genesis 21:17-18). 
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Life Application 

 

God’s plans incorporate people’s mistakes 

 

The choice he made is one we must all make. There are circumstances over which 

we have no control (heredity, for instance), but there are others that we can control 

(decisions we make).  

 

At the heart of the matter is the sin-oriented nature we have all inherited. It can be 

partly controlled, although not overcome, by human effort. In the context of 

history, Ishmael’s life represents the mess we make when we don’t try to change 

the things we could change.  

 

The God of the Bible has offered a solution. His answer is not control, but a 

changed life. To have a changed life, turn to God, trust him to forgive your sinful 

past, and begin to change your attitude toward him and others. 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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