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Overview 

 

JOHN BELIVED THAT BEING LOVED WAS THE MOST POWERFUL 

MOTIVATION IN THE WORLD 

 

 

 

John’s story is told throughout the Gospels, Acts, and Revelation. 

 

Being loved is the most powerful motivation in the world! Our ability to love is 

often shaped by our experience of love. We usually love others as we have been 

loved. 

 

Some of the greatest statements about God’s loving nature were written by a man 

who experienced God’s love in a unique way. John, Jesus’ disciple, expressed his 

relationship to the Son of God by calling himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved” 

(John 21:20).  

 

Although Jesus’ love is clearly communicated in all the Gospels, in John’s Gospel 

it is a central theme. Because his own experience of Jesus’ love was so strong and 

personal, John was sensitive to those words and actions of Jesus that illustrated 

how the One who is love loved others. 

 

Jesus knew John fully and loved him fully. He gave John and his brother James the 

nickname “Sons of Thunder,” perhaps from an occasion when the brothers asked 

Jesus for permission to “call fire down from heaven” (Luke 9:54) on a village that 

had refused to welcome Jesus and the disciples. In John’s Gospel and letters, we 

see the great God of love, while the thunder of God’s justice bursts from the pages 

of Revelation. 

 

Jesus confronts each of us as he confronted John. We cannot know the depth of 

Jesus’ love unless we are willing to face the fact that he knows us completely. 

Otherwise we are fooled into believing he must love the people we pretend to be, 

not the sinners we actually are.  

 

John and all the disciples convince us that God is able and willing to accept us as 

we are. Being aware of God’s love is a great motivator for change. His love is not 

given in exchange for our efforts; his love frees us to really live. Have you 

accepted that love? 
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The Apostle 

Intimately associated with Jesus 

John 13:23-26    

Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

[Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of 

whom he spake.  

He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it?  

Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And 

when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.  

The honored guest at a meal was often singled out in this way. 

 

John 21:20     

Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which 

also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?  

 

John is present when Jesus performs the following miracles 

The healing of Peter's mother-in-law 

Matthew 8:14-15  

And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and 

sick of a fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and 

ministered unto them.  

Mark mentions the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod, while Matthew talks about 

the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Mark’s audience, mostly non-Jews, 

would have known about Herod, but not necessarily about the Jewish religious sect 

of the Sadducees. Thus Mark quoted the part of Jesus’ statement that his readers 

would understand. This reference to Herod may mean the Herodians, a group of 

Jews who supported the king. Many Herodians were also Sadducees. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+13%3A23-26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+21%3A20
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Luke 4:38-39     

And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. And Simon's 

wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her. And he 

stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose 

and ministered unto them.  

 

The raising of the daughter of Jairus 

Mark 5:37    

And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother 

of James.  

    

Luke 8:51      

And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and 

James, and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden.  

 

The two catches of fish 

Luke 5:10     

And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with 

Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch 

men.  

 

 

John 21:1-7       

After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of 

Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+4%3A38
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+5%3A37
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+8%3A51
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+5%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+21%3A1-7
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There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of 

Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. [3] Simon 

Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him,  

We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and 

that night they caught nothing. [4] But when the morning was now come, Jesus 

stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.  

Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, no. 

And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. 

They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of 

fishes.  

Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now 

when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for 

he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.  

Only John (“the disciple whom Jesus loved”) recognized Jesus in the dim morning 

light, undoubtedly because Jesus had performed a similar miracle earlier (Luke 

5:1-11). 

 

The transfiguration 

Matthew 17:1  

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth 

them up into an high mountain apart,  

The transfiguration was a vision, a brief glimpse of the true glory of the King 

(Matthew 16:27-28). This was a special revelation of Jesus’ divinity to three of the 

disciples, and it was God’s divine affirmation of everything Jesus had done and 

was about to do. 
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John is present with Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane 

Matthew 26:37  

And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 

sorrowful and very heavy.  

Jesus was in great anguish over his approaching physical pain, separation from the 

Father, and death for the sins of the world. The divine course was set, but he, in his 

human nature, still struggled (Hebrews 5:7-9). Because of the anguish Jesus 

experienced, he can relate to our suffering. Jesus’ strength to obey came from his 

relationship with God the Father, who is also the source of our strength (John 

17:11, 15-16, 21, 26). 

Intolerance of others casting out devils 

Mark 9:38    

And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy 

name, and he followed not us: and we forbad him, because he followed not us.  

The disciples were jealous of a man who healed in Jesus’ name because they were 

more concerned about their own group’s position than in helping to free those 

troubled by demons. We do the same today when we refuse to participate in 

worthy causes because  

 

(1) Other people or groups are not affiliated with our denomination,  

 

(2) These projects do not involve the kind of people with whom we feel most 

comfortable,  

 

(3) Others don’t do things the way we are used to doing things,  

 

(4) Our efforts won’t receive enough recognition. Correct theology is important but 

should never be an excuse to avoid helping people in need. 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+9%3A38
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Luke 9:49-50     

And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name; 

and we forbad him, because he followed not with us. And Jesus said unto him, 

forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us.  

The disciples were jealous. Nine of them together were unable to drive out a single 

evil spirit (Luke 9:40), but when they saw a man who was not one of their group 

driving out demons, they told him to stop. Our pride is hurt when someone else 

succeeds where we have failed, but Jesus says there is no room for such jealousy in 

the spiritual warfare of his kingdom. Share Jesus’ open-arms attitude to Christian 

workers outside your group. 

 

Luke 9:54-56    

And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we 

command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?  

But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, ye know not what manner of spirit ye 

are of. For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. 

And they went to another village.  

When James and John were rejected by the Samaritan village, they didn’t want to 

stop at shaking the dust from their feet (Luke 9:5). They wanted to retaliate by 

calling down fire from heaven on the people, as Elijah did on the servants of a 

wicked king of Israel (2 Kings 1). When others reject or scorn us, we too may feel 

like retaliating. We must remember that judgment belongs to God, and we must not 

expect him to use his power to carry out our personal vendettas. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+9%3A49
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+9%3A54-56
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Civil ambitions of John 

 Matthew 20:20-24  

Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping 

him, and desiring a certain thing of him.  

And he said unto her, what wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two 

sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.  

But Jesus answered and said, ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the 

cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 

with? They say unto him, we are able.  

And he saith unto them, ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the 

baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not 

mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.  

And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two 

brethren.  

The mother of James and John came to Jesus and “kneeling down, asked a favor of 

him.” She gave Jesus worship, but her real motive was to get something from him. 

Too often this happens in our churches and in our lives. We play religious games, 

expecting God to give us something in return. True worship, however, adores and 

praises Christ for who he is and for what he has done. 

 

The mother of James and John asked Jesus to give her sons special positions in his 

kingdom. Parents naturally want to see their children promoted and honored, but 

this desire is dangerous if it causes them to lose sight of God’s specific will for 

their children. God may have different work in mind—not as glamorous, but just as 

important. Thus parents’ desires for their children’s advancement must be held in 

check as they pray that God’s will be done in their children’s lives. 

 

According to Matthew 27:56, the mother of James and John was at the cross when 

Jesus was crucified. Some have suggested that she was the sister of Mary, the 

mother of Jesus. A close family relationship could have prompted her to make this 

request for her sons. 
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James, John, and their mother failed to grasp Jesus’ previous teachings on rewards 

(Matthew 19:16-30) and eternal life (Matthew 20:1-16). They failed to understand 

the suffering they must face before living in the glory of God’s kingdom. The 

“cup” was the suffering and crucifixion that Christ faced. Both James and John 

would also face great suffering. James would be put to death for his faith, and John 

would be exiled. 

He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that 

sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a 

prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous 

man shall receive a righteous man's reward.  

Jesus was showing that he was under the authority of the Father, who alone makes 

the decisions about leadership in heaven. Such rewards are not granted as favors. 

They are for those who have maintained their commitment to Jesus in spite of 

severe trials. 

The other disciples were upset with James and John for trying to grab the top 

positions. All the disciples wanted to be the greatest (Matthew 18:1), but Jesus 

taught them that the greatest person in God’s kingdom is the servant of all. 

Authority is given not for self-importance, ambition, or respect, but for useful 

service to God and his creation. 

 

Matthew 10:35-41  

For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against 

her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  

And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or 

mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more 

than me is not worthy of me.  

And he that taketh not his cross, and followed after me, is not worthy of me. He 

that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.  
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Jesus did not come to bring the kind of peace that glosses over deep differences 

just for the sake of superficial harmony. Conflict and disagreement will arise 

between those who choose to follow Christ and those who don’t. Yet we can look 

forward to the day when all conflict will be resolved. For more on Jesus as 

peacemaker, see Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 5:9; John 14:27. 

 

Christian commitment may separate friends and loved ones. In saying this, Jesus 

was not encouraging disobedience to parents or conflict at home. Rather, he was 

showing that his presence demands a decision. Because some will follow Christ 

and some won’t, conflict will inevitably arise.  

 

As we take our cross and follow him, our different values, morals, goals, and 

purposes will set us apart from others. Don’t neglect your family, but remember 

that your commitment to God is even more important than they are. God should be 

your first priority. 

 

Christ calls us to a higher mission than to find comfort and tranquility in this life. 

Love of family is a law of God, but even this love can be self-serving and used as 

an excuse not to serve God or do his work. 

 

To take our cross and follow Jesus means to be willing to publicly identify with 

him, to experience almost certain opposition, and to be committed to face even 

suffering and death for his sake. 

 

How much we love God can be measured by how well we treat others. Jesus’ 

example of giving a cup of cold water to a thirsty child is a good model of 

unselfish service. A child usually can’t or won’t return a favor. God notices every 

good deed we do or don’t do as if he were the one receiving it. Is there something 

unselfish you can do for someone else today? Although no one else may see you, 

God will notice. 
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Prepares the Passover meal 

   

Mark 14:13-16     

And he sends forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, 

and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him.  

And whosesoever he shall go in, say you to the Goodman of the house, The Master 

saith, where is the guest chamber, where I shall eat the Passover with my disciples?  

And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make 

ready for us. And his disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he 

had said unto them: and they made ready the Passover.  

 

Luke 22:8-13     

And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the Passover that we may 

eat. And they said unto him, where wilt thou that we prepare?  

And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man 

meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he entereth 

in.  

And ye shall say unto the Goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, 

Where is the guest chamber, where I shall eat the Passover with my disciples?  

And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready. And they 

went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the Passover.  

The Passover meal included the sacrifice of a lamb because of the association with 

the Jews’ exodus from Egypt. When the Jews were getting ready to leave, God told 

them to kill a lamb and paint its blood on the doorframes of their houses.  

 

They then were to prepare the meat for food. Peter and John had to buy and 

prepare the lamb as well as the unleavened bread, herbs, wine, and other 

ceremonial food. 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+14%3A13-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+22%3A8-13
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Present at the trial of Jesus which took place in front of the high priest 

John 18:15-16    

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple was 

known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high 

priest. But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which 

was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought 

in Peter.  

The other disciple is probably John, the author of this Gospel. He knew the high 

priest and identified himself to the girl at the door. Because of his connections, 

John got himself and Peter into the courtyard. But Peter refused to identify himself 

as Jesus’ follower. Peter’s experiences in the next few hours would change his life.  

 

Present at the crucifixion 

John 19:26-27     

When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he 

loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the 

disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his 

own home.  

Even while dying on the cross, Jesus was concerned about his family. He 

instructed John to care for Mary, Jesus’ mother. Our families are precious gifts 

from God, and we should value and care for them under all circumstances. Neither 

Christian work nor key responsibilities in any job or position excuse us from caring 

for our families. What can you do today to show your love to your family? 

 

Jesus asked his close friend John, the writer of this Gospel, to care for Jesus’ 

mother, Mary, whose husband, Joseph, must have been dead by this time. Why 

didn’t Jesus assign this task to his brothers? As the oldest son, Jesus entrusted his 

mother to a person who stayed with him at the cross—and that was John. 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+18%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+19%3A26
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Present at the gravesite of Jesus 

John 20:2-8     

Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom 

Jesus loved, and saith unto them, they have taken away the Lord out of the 

sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. Peter therefore went forth, 

and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.  

So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to 

the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; 

yet went he not in.  

Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth 

the linen clothes lie,  

And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but 

wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in also that other disciple, which 

came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.  

The grave clothes were left as if Jesus had passed right through them. The 

headpiece was still rolled up in the shape of a head, and it was at about the right 

distance from the wrappings that had enveloped Jesus’ body. A grave robber 

couldn’t possibly have made off with Jesus’ body and left the linens as if they were 

still shaped around it. 

Present when Jesus revealed himself at the Lake Galilee 

John 21  

Sufferings, pains, and death, will appear formidable even to the experienced 

Christian; but in the hope to glorify God, to leave a sinful world, and to be present 

with his Lord, he becomes ready to obey the Redeemer's call, and to follow Him 

through death to glory.  

It is the will of Christ that his disciples should mind their own duty, and not be 

curious about future events, either as to themselves or others. 

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+20%3A2-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+21
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John was present with Peter in the temple courtyard 

Acts 3:1-11     

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being 

the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, 

whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask 

alms of them that entered into the temple;  

Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. And Peter, 

fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. And he gave heed unto 

them, expecting to receive something of them.  

Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I give I thee: In the name 

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.  

And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and 

ankle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered 

with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. And all the 

people saw him walking and praising God:  

And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: 

and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto 

him. And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran 

together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.  

The gate called Beautiful was an entrance to the temple, not to the city. It was one 

of the favored entrances, and many people passed through it on their way to 

worship. The crippled man was begging where he would be seen by the most 

people. 

 

Giving money to beggars was considered praiseworthy in the Jewish religion. So 

the beggar wisely placed himself where pious people might see him on their way to 

worship at the temple. 

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+3%3A1-11
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The crippled man asked for money, but Peter gave him something much better—

the use of his legs. We often ask God to solve a small problem, but he wants to 

give us a whole new life and help for all our problems. When we ask God for help, 

he may say, “I’ve got something even better for you.” Ask God for what you want, 

but don’t be surprised when he gives you what you really need. 

 

“In the name of Jesus Christ” means “by the authority of Jesus Christ.” The 

apostles were doing this healing through the Holy Spirit’s power, not their own. 

 

In his excitement, the formerly crippled man began to jump and walk around. He 

also praised God! And then others were also awed by God’s power. Don’t forget to 

thank people who help you, but also remember to praise God for his care and 

protection. 

 

Peter had an audience, and he capitalized on the opportunity to share Jesus Christ. 

He clearly presented his message by telling  

 

(1) Who Jesus is,  

 

(2) How the Jews had rejected him,  

 

(3) Why their rejection was fatal, and  

 

(4) What they needed to do to change the situation. Peter told the crowd that they 

still had a choice; God still offered them the opportunity to believe and receive 

Jesus as their Messiah and as their Lord. Displays of God’s mercy and grace, such 

as the healing of this crippled man, often create teachable moments.  

 

Pray to have courage like Peter to see these opportunities and to use them to speak 

up for Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

 

Lives in Jerusalem 

Acts 1:13     

And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both 

Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and 

Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of 

James.  

After Christ was taken up into heaven, the disciples immediately returned to 

Jerusalem and had a prayer meeting. Jesus had said they would be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit in a few days, so they waited and prayed. When you face a difficult 

task, an important decision, or a baffling dilemma, don’t rush into the work and 

just hope it comes out the way it should. Instead, your first step should be to pray 

for the Holy Spirit’s power and guidance. 

 

A “Zealot” could mean anyone zealous for the Jewish law. The Zealots may have 

been a radical political party working for the violent overthrow of Roman rule in 

Israel 

 

Is entrusted with the care of Mary, mother of Jesus 

John 19:26    

When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he 

loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!  

Even while dying on the cross, Jesus was concerned about his family. He 

instructed John to care for Mary, Jesus’ mother. Our families are precious gifts 

from God, and we should value and care for them under all circumstances. Neither 

Christian work nor key responsibilities in any job or position excuse us from caring 

for our families. What can you do today to show your love to your family? 

 

Jesus asked his close friend John, the writer of this Gospel, to care for Jesus’ 

mother, Mary, whose husband, Joseph, must have been dead by this time. Why 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+1%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+19%3A26
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didn’t Jesus assign this task to his brothers? As the oldest son, Jesus entrusted his 

mother to a person who stayed with him at the cross—and that was John. 

 

 

Imprisoned by the rulers of the Jews 

Acts 4:1-19  

And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and 

the Sadducees, came upon them, being grieved that they taught the people, and 

preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.  

And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was 

now eventide. Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the 

number of the men was about five thousand.  

And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes,  

And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as 

were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.  

And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, by what power, or by what 

name, have ye done this?  

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and 

elders of Israel,  

If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what 

means he is made whole;  

Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by 

him doth this man stand here before you whole.  

This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the 

head of the corner.  

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 

given among men, whereby we must be saved.  
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 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that 

they had been with Jesus.  

And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say 

nothing against it. But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the 

council, they conferred among themselves, saying, what shall we do to these men? 

For that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them 

that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.  

But that it spread no further among the people, let us straightly threaten them that 

they speak henceforth to no man in this name.  

And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the 

name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said unto them, whether it be right 

in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.  

These priests may have been chief priests, who had special influence and were 

often close relatives of the high priests. The captain of the temple guard was the 

leader of the guards who were set around the temple to ensure order. The 

Sadducees were members of a small but powerful Jewish religious sect that did not 

believe in the resurrection of the dead. They were the religious leaders who stood 

to gain financially by cooperating with the Romans. Most of those who engineered 

and carried out Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion were from these three groups. 

 

Peter and John spoke to the people during the afternoon prayer time. The 

Sadducees moved in quickly to investigate. Because they did not believe in the 

resurrection, they were understandably disturbed with what the apostles were 

saying. Peter and John were refuting one of their fundamental beliefs and thus 

threatening their authority as religious teachers. Even though the nation was under 

Roman rule, the Sadducees had almost unlimited power over the temple grounds. 

Thus they were able to arrest Peter and John for no other reason than teaching 

something that contradicted their beliefs. 

 

Not often will sharing the gospel send us to jail as it did Peter and John. Still, we 

run risks in trying to win others to Christ. We might be willing to face a night in 

jail if it would bring 5,000 people to Christ, but shouldn’t we also be willing to 

suffer for the sake of even one? What do you risk in witnessing—rejection, 

persecution? Whatever the risks, realize that nothing done for God is ever wasted. 
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The rulers, elders, and teachers of the law made up the Jewish council—the same 

council that had condemned Jesus to death (Luke 22:66). It had 70 members plus 

the current high priest, who presided over the group. The Sadducees held a 

majority in this ruling group. These were the wealthy, intellectual, and powerful 

men of Jerusalem. Jesus’ followers stood before this council just as he had. 

 

Annas had been deposed as high priest by the Romans, who then appointed 

Caiaphas, Anna’s son-in-law, in his place. But because the Jews considered the 

office of high priest a lifetime position, they still called Annas by that title and 

gave him respect and authority within the council. Annas and Caiaphas had played 

significant roles in Jesus’ trial (John 18:24, 28). It did not please them that the man 

they thought they had sacrificed for the good of the nation (John 11:49-51) had 

followers who were just as persistent and who promised to be just as troublesome 

as he was. 

 

The council asked Peter and John by what power they had healed the man (Acts 

3:6-7) and by what authority they preached (Acts 3:12-26). The actions and words 

of Peter and John threatened these religious leaders who, for the most part, were 

more interested in their reputations and positions than in God. Through the help of 

the Holy Spirit (Mark 13:11), Peter spoke boldly before the council, actually 

putting the council on trial by showing them that the One they had crucified had 

risen again. Instead of being defensive, the apostles went on the offensive, boldly 

speaking out for God and presenting the gospel to these leaders. 

 

Many people react negatively to the fact that there is no other name than that of 

Jesus to call on for salvation. Yet this is not something the church decided; it is the 

specific teaching of Jesus himself (John 14:6). If God designated Jesus to be the 

Savior of the world, no one else can be his equal. Christians are to be open-minded 

on many issues, but not on how we are saved from sin. No other religious teacher 

could die for our sins; no other religious teacher came to earth as God’s only Son; 

no other religious teacher rose from the dead. Our focus should be on Jesus, whom 

God offered as the way to have an eternal relationship with himself. There is no 

other name or way! 

 

Knowing that Peter and John were unschooled, the council was amazed at what 

being with Jesus had done for them. A changed life convinces people of Christ’s 

power. One of your greatest testimonies is the difference others see in your life and 

attitudes since you have believed in Christ. 
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Although the evidence was overwhelming and irrefutable (changed lives and a 

healed man), the religious leaders refused to believe in Christ and continued to try 

to suppress the truth. Don’t be surprised if some people reject you and your 

positive witness for Christ. When minds are closed, even the clearest presentation 

of the facts can’t open them. But don’t give up either. Pray for those people and 

continue to spread the gospel. 

 

Sent by the Jerusalem congregation with the commission to Samaria 

Acts 8:14-17    

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received 

the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:  

Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the 

Holy Ghost:  

(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name 

of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy 

Ghost.  

Peter and John were sent to Samaria to find out whether or not the Samaritans were 

truly becoming believers. The Jewish Christians, even the apostles, were still 

unsure whether Gentiles (non-Jews) and half-Jews could receive the Holy Spirit. It 

wasn’t until Peter’s experience with Cornelius (Acts 10) that the apostles became 

fully convinced that the Holy Spirit was for all people.  

 

It was John who had asked Jesus if they should call fire down from heaven to burn 

up a Samaritan village that refused to welcome them (Luke 9:51-55). Here he and 

Peter went to the Samaritans to pray with them. 

 

This was a crucial moment for the spread of the gospel and for the growth of the 

church. Peter and John had to go to Samaria to help keep this new group of 

believers from becoming separated from other believers. When Peter and John saw 

the Lord working in these people, they were assured that the Holy Spirit worked 

through all believers—Gentiles and mixed races as well as “pure” Jews. 

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+8%3A14-17
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Many scholars believe that God chose to have a dramatic filling of his Spirit as a 

sign at this special moment in history—the spread of the gospel into Samaria 

through the powerful, effective preaching of believers.  

 

Normally, the Holy Spirit enters a person’s life at conversion. This was a special 

event. The pouring out of the Spirit would happen again with Cornelius and his 

family (Acts 10:44-47), a sign that the uncircumcised Gentiles could receive the 

gospel. 

 

A pillar of the ekklesia (body of Christ) 

Galatians 2:9  

And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 

that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of 

fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.  

The church leaders (“pillars”)—James, Peter, and John—realized that God was 

using Paul to reach the Gentiles, just as Peter was being used so greatly to reach 

the Jews. After hearing Paul’s message, they gave Paul and Barnabas their 

approval (“the right hand of fellowship”) to continue working among the Gentiles.. 

 

Writes to the congregations 

See Epistles 

1 John 1:1-10  

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the 

Word of life;  

(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto 

you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us ;)  

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=42&sec=00001745#Epistles
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That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 

fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.  

 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that 

God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 

not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 

one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleansed us from all sin. 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 

and his word is not in us.  

First John was written by John, one of Jesus’ original 12 disciples. He was 

probably “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 21:20) and, along with Peter and 

James, he had a special relationship with Jesus.  

 

This letter was written between A.D. 85-90 from Ephesus, before John’s exile to 

the island of Patmos (see Rev. 1:9). Jerusalem had been destroyed in A.D. 70, and 

Christians were scattered throughout the empire. By the time John wrote this letter, 

Christianity had been around for more than a generation. 

 

It had faced and survived severe persecution. The main problem confronting the 

church at this time was declining commitment: many believers were conforming to 

the world’s standards, failing to stand up for Christ, and compromising their faith. 

False teachers were plentiful, and they were accelerating the church’s downward 

slide away from the Christian faith. 

John wrote this letter to put believers back on track, to show the difference 

between light and darkness (truth and error), and to encourage the church to grow 

in genuine love for God and for one another. 

 

He also wrote to assure true believers that they possessed eternal life and to help 

them know that their faith was genuine—so they could enjoy all the benefits of 

being God’s children. For more about John, see his Profile. 

 

John opens his first letter to the churches similar to the way he began his Gospel, 

emphasizing that Christ (“the Word of life”) is eternal, that God came into the 
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world as a human that he, John, was an eyewitness to Jesus’ life, and that Jesus 

brings light and life. 

 

As an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry, John was qualified to teach the truth about 

him. The readers of this letter had not seen and heard Jesus themselves, but they 

could trust that what John wrote was accurate.  

 

We are like those second and third-generation Christians. Though we have not 

personally seen, heard, or touched Jesus, we have the New Testament record of his 

eyewitnesses, and we can trust that they spoke the truth about him. See John 20:29. 

 

John writes about having fellowship with other believers. There are three 

principles behind true Christian fellowship. First, our fellowship is grounded in the 

testimony of God’s Word. Without this underlying strength, togetherness is 

impossible. Second, it is mutual, depending on the unity of believers.  

 

Third, it is renewed daily through the Holy Spirit. True fellowship combines social 

and spiritual interaction, and it is made possible only through a living relationship 

with Christ. 

 

Light represents what is good, pure, true, holy, and reliable. Darkness represents 

what is sinful and evil. The statement “God is light” means that God is perfectly 

holy and true and that he alone can guide us out of the darkness of sin. Light is also 

related to truth in that light exposes whatever exists, whether it is good or bad. In 

the dark, good and evil look alike; in the light, they can be clearly distinguished.  

 

Just as darkness cannot exist in the presence of light, sin cannot exist in the 

presence of a holy God. If we want to have a relationship with God, we must put 

aside our sinful ways of living. To claim that we belong to him but then to go out 

and live for ourselves is hypocrisy. Christ will expose and judge such deceit. 

 

Here John was confronting the first of three claims of the false teachers: that we 

can have fellowship with God and still walk in darkness. False teachers who 

thought that the physical body was evil or worthless taught one of two approaches 

to behavior: either they insisted on denying bodily desires through rigid discipline, 

or they approved of gratifying every physical lust because the body was going to 

be destroyed anyway.  
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Obviously the second approach was more popular! Here John is saying that no one 

can claim to be a Christian and still live in evil and immorality. We can’t love God 

and court sin at the same time. 

 

  

 2 John 1:1  

The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I 

only, but also all they that have known the truth;  

The “elder” is John, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples and the writer of the Gospel of John, 

three letters, and the book of Revelation. For more information about John, see his 

Profile. This letter was written shortly after 1 John to warn about false teachers. 

The salutation, “to the chosen lady and her children,” could refer to a specific 

woman, or to a church whose identity is no longer known. John may have written 

this from Ephesus. 

 

  The “truth” is the truth about Jesus Christ, as opposed to the lies of the false 

teachers (see 1 John 2:21-23). 

 

3 John 1:1  

The elder unto the well beloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.  

This letter gives us an important glimpse into the life of the early church. Third 

John, addressed to Gaius, is about the need for showing hospitality to traveling 

preachers and other believers. It also warns against a would-be church dictator. 

 

The “elder,” John, was one of Jesus’ 12 disciples and the writer of the Gospel of 

John, three letters, and the book of Revelation. For more information about John, 

see his Profile. We have no further information about Gaius, but he is someone 

whom John loved dearly.  

 

Perhaps Gaius had shared his home and hospitality with John at some time during 

John’s travels. If so, John would have appreciated his actions, because traveling 

preachers depended on expressions of hospitality to survive (see Matthew 10:11-

16). 
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Writes his apocalyptic vision from Patmos Island 

 Revelation 1:9  

I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the 

kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the 

word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.  

 

Patmos was a small rocky island in the Aegean Sea, about 50 miles offshore from 

the city of Ephesus on the Asia Minor seacoast (see map). 

 

The Christian church was facing severe persecution. Almost all believers were 

socially, politically, or economically suffering because of this empire-wide 

persecution, and some were even being killed for their faith. John was exiled to 

Patmos because he refused to stop preaching the gospel.  

 

We may not face persecution for our faith as the early Christians did, but even with 

our freedom few of us have the courage to share God’s Word with others. If we 

hesitate to share our faith during easy times, how will we do during times of 

persecution? 

Prophecy concerning 

Revelation 10:11    

And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, 

and tongues, and kings.  

 

Strengths and accomplishments: 

 

• Before following Jesus, one of John the Baptist’s disciples 

• One of the 12 disciples and, with Peter and James, one of the inner three, closest 

to Jesus 

• Wrote five New Testament books: the Gospel of John; 1, 2, and 3 John; and 

Revelation 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+10%3A11
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Lessons from his life: 

 

Those who realize how much they are loved are able to love much 

When God changes a life, he does not take away personality characteristics, but 

puts them to effective use in his service 

 

 

Key verses: 

 

“Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you 

have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 

Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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