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Overview 

 

JONATHAN IS AN EXAMPLE OF LOYALTY 

 

 

His story is told in 1 Samuel 13-31. He is also mentioned in 2 Samuel 9. 

 

Loyalty is one of life’s most costly qualities; it is the most selfless part of love. To 

be loyal, you cannot live only for yourself. Loyal people not only stand by their 

commitments, they are willing to suffer for them. Jonathan is a shining example of 

loyalty.  

 

Sometimes he was forced to deal with conflicting loyalties: to his father, Saul, and 

to his friend David. His solution to that conflict teaches us both how to be loyal 

and what must guide loyalty. In Jonathan, truth always guided loyalty. 

 

Jonathan realized that the source of truth was God, who demanded his ultimate 

loyalty. It was his relationship with God that gave Jonathan the ability to deal 

effectively with the complicated situations in his life.  

 

He was loyal to Saul because Saul was his father and the king. He was loyal to 

David because David was his friend. His loyalty to God guided him through the 

conflicting demands of his human relationships. 

 

The conflicting demands of our relationships challenge us as well. If we attempt to 

settle these conflicts only at the human level, we will be constantly dealing with a 

sense of betrayal.  

 

But if we communicate to our friends that our ultimate loyalty is to God and his 

truth, many of our choices will be much clearer.  

 

The truth in his Word, the Bible, will bring light to our decisions. Do those closest 

to you know who has your greatest loyalty? 
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Son of Saul 

 

1 Samuel 14:29  

Then said Jonathan, My father hath troubled the land: see, I pray you, how mine 

eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted a little of this honey.  

 

Victory of, over the Philistine garrison of Geba 

1 Samuel 13:3-4  

And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the 

Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, 

Let the Hebrews hear.  

And all Israel heard say that Saul had smitten a garrison of the Philistines, and that 

Israel also was had in abomination with the Philistines. And the people were called 

together after Saul to Gilga 

Jonathan attacked and destroyed the Philistine outpost, but Saul took all the credit 

for it. Although this was normal in that culture, it didn’t make his action right. 

Saul’s growing pride started out small—taking credit for a battle that was won by 

his son. Left unchecked, his pride grew into an ugly obsession; thus it destroyed 

him, tore his family apart, and threatened the well-being of the nation.  

Taking credit for the accomplishments of others indicates that pride is controlling 

your life. When you notice pride taking a foothold, take immediate steps to put it in 

check by giving credit to those who deserve it. 

 

1Samuel 13:16  

And Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the people that were present with them, abode 

in Gibeah of Benjamin: but the Philistines encamped in Michmash.  
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Victory of, over the Philistines at Michmash 

1 Samuel 14:1-18  

Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young 

man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that 

is on the other side. But he told not his father.  

And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree which is 

in Migron: and the people that were with him were about six hundred men;  And 

Ahiah, the son of Ahitub, I-chabod's brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, 

the Lord's priest in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people knew not that 

Jonathan was gone.  

And between the passages, by which Jonathan sought to go over unto the 

Philistines' garrison, there was a sharp rock on the one side and a sharp rock on the 

other side: and the name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh.  

The forefront of the one was situate northward over against Michmash, and the 

other southward over against Gibeah.  

And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over 

unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the Lord will work for us: 

for there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few.  

And his armour bearer said unto him, Do all that is in thine heart: turn thee; 

behold, I am with thee according to thy heart.  

Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over unto these men, and we will 

discover ourselves unto them. If they say thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you; 

then we will stand still in our place, and will not go up unto them.  

But if they say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up: for the Lord hath 

delivered them into our hand: and this shall be a sign unto us.  

And both of them discovered themselves unto the garrison of the Philistines: and 

the Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrew come forth out of the holes where they 

had hid themselves.  
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And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan and his armour bearer, and said, 

Come up to us, and we will shew you a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armour 

bearer, come up after me: for the Lord hath delivered them into the hand of Israel.  

And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his armour bearer 

after him: and they fell before Jonathan; and his armour bearer slew after him.  

And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armour bearer made, was about 

twenty men, within as it were an half acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might 

plow.  

And there was trembling in the host, in the field, and among all the people: the 

garrison, and the spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth quaked: so it was a 

very great trembling.  

And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; and, behold, the 

multitude melted away, and they went on beating down one another. Then said 

Saul unto the people that were with him, Number now, and see who is gone from 

us. And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armour bearer were not 

there.  

And Saul said unto Ahiah; bring hither the ark of God. For the ark of God was at 

that time with the children of Israel.  

Why would Jonathan go alone to attack the Philistines? Jonathan may have been 

weary of the long, hopeless standoff in the battle; he trusted God to give the 

victory and wanted to act on that trust. He also knew that the number of Philistines 

was no problem for God. Perhaps he didn’t tell his father about his mission 

because he thought Saul would not let him go. 

 

In this chapter we read about the miserable job Saul did as leader: he had no 

communication with Jonathan (1 Samuel 14:1, 17); he made a foolish curse (1 

Samuel 14:24); and he ignored the well-being of his own soldiers (1 Samuel 

14:31). Saul’s poor leadership was not a result of personality traits but of decaying 

spiritual character. What we do is often a direct result of our spiritual condition. 

We cannot ignore the importance of spiritual character in effective leadership. 
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Jonathan and his armor-bearer weren’t much of a force to attack the huge Philistine 

army. But while everyone else was afraid, they trusted God, knowing that the size 

of the enemy army would not restrict God’s ability to help them.  

 

God honored the faith and brave action of these two men with a tremendous 

victory. 

 

Have you ever felt surrounded by the “enemy” or faced overwhelming odds? God 

is never intimidated by the size of the enemy or the complexity of a problem. With 

him, there are always enough resources to resist the pressures and win the battle.  

 

If God has called you to action, then bravely commit what resources you have to 

God, and rely upon him to lead you to victory. 

 

Jonathan did not have the authority to lead all the troops into battle, but he could 

start a small skirmish in one corner of the enemy camp. When he did, panic broke 

out among the Philistines, the Hebrews who had been drafted into the Philistine 

army revolted, and the men who were hiding in the hills regained their courage and 

returned to fight. 

When you are facing a difficult situation that is beyond your control, ask yourself, 

“What steps can I take now to work toward a solution?” A few small steps may be 

just what is needed to begin the chain of events leading to eventual victory. 

 

Under Saul's curse pronounced against anyone who might take food before 

Saul was avenged of his enemies 

1 Samuel 14:24-30  

    And the men of Israel were distressed that day: for Saul had adjured the people, 

saying, Cursed be the man that eateth any food until evening that I may be avenged 

on mine enemies. So none of the people tasted any food.  

And all they of the land came to a wood; and there was honey upon the ground. 

And when the people were come into the wood, behold, the honey dropped; but no 

man put his hand to his mouth: for the people feared the oath.  
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But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the people with the oath: 

wherefore he put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in a 

honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened.  

Then answered one of the people, and said, Thy father straightly charged the 

people with an oath, saying, Cursed be the man that eateth any food this day. And 

the people were faint.  

Then said Jonathan, My father hath troubled the land: see, I pray you, how mine 

eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted a little of this honey.  

How much more, if haply the people had eaten freely to day of the spoil of their 

enemies which they found? For had there not been now a much greater slaughter 

among the Philistines?  

Saul made an oath without thinking through the implications. The results?  

 

(1) His men were too tired to fight;  

 

(2) They were so hungry they ate meat that still contained blood, which was 

against God’s law (1 Samuel 14:32);  

 

(3) Saul almost killed his own son (1 Samuel 14:42-44). 

 

Saul’s impulsive oath sounded heroic, but it had disastrous side effects. If you are 

in the middle of a conflict, guard against impulsive statements that you may be 

forced to honor. 

 

    Jonathan tells of his actions. 

 

1 Samuel 14:43  

Then Saul said to Jonathan, Tell me what thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, 

and said, I did but taste a little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine hand, 

and, lo, I must die.  
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Jonathan’s spiritual character was in striking contrast to Saul’s. Jonathan admitted 

what he had done; he did not try to make excuses.  

 

Even though he was unaware of Saul’s oath, Jonathan was willing to accept the 

consequences of his actions. When you do wrong, even unintentionally, respond 

like Jonathan, not like Saul. 

 

Rescued by the people 

1 Samuel 14:43-45  

Then Saul said to Jonathan, Tell me what thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, 

and said, I did but taste a little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine hand, 

and, lo, I must die.  

And Saul answered, God do so and more also: for thou shalt surely die, Jonathan. 

[And the people said unto Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great 

salvation in Israel? God forbid: as the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of his 

head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought with God this day. So the people 

rescued Jonathan that he died not.  

Saul made another foolish statement, this time because he was more concerned 

about saving face than being right. To spare Jonathan’s life would require him to 

admit he had acted foolishly, an embarrassment for a king. Saul was really more 

interested in protecting his image than in enforcing his vow.  

 

Fortunately, the people came to Jonathan’s rescue. Don’t be like Saul. Admit your 

mistakes, and show that you are more interested in doing what is right than in 

looking good. 

 

Love of Jonathan for David 

1 Samuel 18:1-4  

And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul that the soul 

of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own 

soul.  
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And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's 

house. Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his 

own soul.  

And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, 

and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.  

When David and Jonathan met, they became close friends at once. Their friendship 

is one of the deepest and closest recorded in the Bible:  

 

(1) They based their friendship on commitment to God, not just each other;  

 

(2) They let nothing come between them, not even career or family problems;  

 

(3) They drew closer together when their friendship was tested; (4) they remained 

friends to the end. 

 

Jonathan, the prince of Israel, later realized that David, and not he, would be the 

next king (1 Samuel 23:17). But that did not weaken his love for David. Jonathan 

would much rather lose the throne of Israel than lose his closest friend. 

 

 

    Jonathan delighted in David 

1 Samuel 19:1-7  

And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill 

David. But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, 

saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to 

thyself until the morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself:  

And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where thou art, and I will 

commune with my father of thee; and what I see, that I will tell thee.  

And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not 

the king sin against his servant, against David; because he hath not sinned against 

thee, and because his works have been to thee-ward very good:  
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For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a 

great salvation for all Israel: thou saw it, and didst rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou 

sin against innocent blood, to slay David without a cause?  

And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the Lord 

liveth, he shall not be slain. And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed him 

all those things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence, 

as in times past.  

Is it ever right to disobey your father, as Jonathan did here? It is clearly a principle 

of Scripture that when a father instructs a son to break God’s laws, the son should 

obey God rather than man. This principle assumes that the son is old enough to be 

accountable and to see through any deception.  

A son’s role is to be respectful, helpful, and obedient to his father (Ephes. 6:1-3), 

but not to follow commands or advice that violate God’s laws 

 

David Consults Jonathan 

1 Samuel 20:1-10 

The trials David met with, prepared him for future advancement. Thus the Lord 

deals with those whom he prepares unto glory. He does not put them into 

immediate possession of the kingdom, but leads them to it through much 

tribulation, which he makes the means of fitting them for it.   

At the beginning of each month, the Israelites gathered to celebrate the New Moon 

festival. While this was mainly a time to be enjoyed, it was also a way to dedicate 

the next month to God. Other nations had celebrations during the full moon and 

worshiped the moon itself. The Israelites, however, celebrated their festival at the 

time of the new moon, when the moon was not visible in the sky. This was an 

added precaution against false worship. Nothing in the creation is to be 

worshiped—only the Creator. 

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Sa+20%3A1-10
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Jonathan's Covenant with David 

 1 Samuel 20:11-23 

Jonathan faithfully promises that he would let David know how he found his father 

affected towards him.  

Jonathan asked David to keep a promise to treat his children kindly in the future. 

Years later David took great pains to fulfill this promise: he invited Jonathan’s son 

Mephibosheth into his palace to live (2 Samuel 9). 

 

Saul, Missing David, Seeks to Kill Jonathan 

1 Samuel 20:24-34 

None were more constant than David in attending holy duties; nor had he been 

absent, but self-preservation obliged him to withdraw. In great peril present 

opportunities for Divine ordinances may be waved.  

Jonathan did wisely and well for himself and family, to secure an interest in David, 

yet for this he is blamed.    

 

   Jonathan strengthened the hand of David 

1 Samuel 23:16-18  

And Jonathan Saul's son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened 

his hand in God. And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father 

shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; 

and that also Saul my father knoweth. And they two made a covenant before the 

Lord: and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his house.  

This may have been the last time David and Jonathan were together. As true 

friends they were more than just companions who enjoyed each other’s company. 

They encouraged each other’s faith in God and trusted each other with their 

deepest thoughts and closest confidences. These are the marks of true friendship. 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Sa+20%3A11-23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Sa+20%3A24-34
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Killed in the battle with the Philistines 

1 Samuel 31:2-6  

And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines 

slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchi-shua, Saul's sons.  

And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore 

wounded of the archers.  

Then said Saul unto his armour bearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through 

therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and abuse me. 

But his armour bearer would not; for he was sore afraid.  

Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. And when his armour bearer saw that 

Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him. So Saul died, 

and his three sons, and his armour bearer, and all his men, that same day together.  

The Philistines had a well-earned reputation for torturing their captives. Saul no 

doubt knew about Samson’s fate (Judges 16:18-31) and did not want to risk 

physical mutilation or other abuse. When his armor-bearer refused to kill him, he 

took his own life. 

 

Saul was tall, handsome, strong, rich, and powerful, but all of this was not enough 

to make him someone we should emulate.  

 

He was tall physically, but he was small in God’s eyes. He was handsome, but his 

sin made him ugly. He was strong, but his lack of faith made him weak. He was 

rich, but he was spiritually bankrupt. He could give orders to many, but he couldn’t 

command their respect or allegiance. Saul looked good on the outside, but he was 

decaying on the inside. A right relationship with God and a strong character are 

much more valuable than a good-looking exterior. 

 

Saul’s armor-bearer faced a moral dilemma—should he carry out a sinful order 

from a man he was supposed to obey? He knew he should obey his master, the 

king, but he also knew murder was wrong. He decided not to kill Saul. 

 

There is a difference between following an order with which you don’t agree and 

following one you know is wrong.  
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It is never right or ethical to carry out a wrong act, no matter who gives the order 

or what the consequences for disobedience may be. What shapes your choice when 

you face a moral dilemma? Have the courage to follow God’s law above human 

commands. 

 

Saul faced death the same way he faced life. He took matters into his own hands 

without thinking of God or asking for his guidance.  

 

If our lives aren’t the way we would like them to be now, we can’t assume that 

change will come more easily later. When nearing death, we will respond to God 

the same way we have been responding all along.  

 

Coming face to face with death only shows us what we are really like. How do you 

want to face death? Start facing life that way right now. 

 

Strengths and accomplishments: 

 

• Brave, loyal, and a natural leader 

• The closest friend David ever had 

• Did not put his personal well-being ahead of those he loved 

• Depended on God 

 

Lessons from his life: 

 

• Loyalty is one of the strongest parts of courage 

• An allegiance to God puts all other relationships in perspective 

• Great friendships are costly 

 

  

 

Key verse: 

“I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you were very dear to me. Your love for me 

was wonderful, more wonderful than that of women” (2 Samuel 1:26). 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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