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Overview 

 

 

JOSEPH (MARY’S HUSBAND), IS OBEDIENT TO THE  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE ANGEL 

 

 

 

Joseph’s story is told in Matthew 1:16-2:23; Luke 1:26-2:52. 

 

The strength of what we believe is measured by how much we are willing to suffer 

for those beliefs. Joseph was a man with strong beliefs. He was prepared to do 

what was right, despite the pain he knew it would cause. But Joseph had another 

trait—he not only tried to do what was right, he also tried to do it in the right way. 

 

When Mary told Joseph about her pregnancy, Joseph knew the child was not his. 

His respect for Mary’s character and the explanation she gave him, as well as her 

attitude toward the expected child, must have made it hard to think his bride had 

done something wrong. Still, someone else was the child’s father—and it was 

mind-boggling to accept that the “someone else” was God. 

 

Joseph decided he had to break the engagement, but he was determined to do it in a 

way that would not cause public shame to Mary. He intended to act with justice 

and love. 

 

At this point, God sent a messenger to Joseph to confirm Mary’s story and open 

another way of obedience for Joseph—to take Mary as his wife. Joseph obeyed 

God, married Mary, and honored her virginity until the baby was born. 

 

We do not know how long Joseph lived his role as Jesus’ earthly father—he is last 

mentioned when Jesus was 12 years old. But Joseph trained his son in the trade of 

carpentry, made sure he had good spiritual training in Nazareth, and took the whole 

family on the yearly trip to Jerusalem for the Passover, which Jesus continued to 

observe during his adult years. 

 

Joseph knew Jesus was someone special from the moment he heard the angel’s 

words. His strong belief in that fact, and his willingness to follow God’s leading, 

empowered him to be Jesus’ chosen earthly father. 
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Husband of Mary 

 Matthew 13:55  

    He's just a carpenter's son, and we know Mary, his mother, and his brothers—

James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas.  

The residents of Jesus’ hometown had known Jesus since he was a young child and 

were acquainted with his family; they could not bring themselves to believe in his 

message. They were too close to the situation. Jesus had come to them as a 

prophet, one who challenged them to respond to unpopular spiritual truth. They did 

not listen to the timeless message because they could not see beyond the man. 

The conception and birth of Jesus 

 

 Matthew 1:18-25  

    Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 

espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the 

Holy Ghost.  

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public 

example, was minded to put her away privily.  

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto 

him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary 

thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 

his people from their sins.  

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 

the prophet, saying,  

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 

his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.  

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, 

and took unto him his wife:  
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And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his 

name Jesus.  

There were three steps in a Jewish marriage. First, the two families agreed to the 

union. Second, a public announcement was made.  

 

At this point, the couple was “pledged.” This was similar to engagement today 

except that their relationship could be broken only through death or divorce (even 

though sexual relations were not yet permitted). Third, the couple was married and 

began living together.  

 

Because Mary and Joseph were engaged, Mary’s apparent unfaithfulness carried a 

severe social stigma. According to Jewish civil law, Joseph had a right to divorce 

her, and the Jewish authorities could have had her stoned to death (Deut. 22:23-

24). 

 

Why is the virgin birth important to the Christian faith? Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 

had to be free from the sinful nature passed on to all other human beings by Adam. 

Because Jesus was born of a woman, he was a human being; but as the Son of God, 

Jesus was born without any trace of human sin. Jesus is both fully human and fully 

divine. 

Because Jesus lived as a man, we know that he fully understands our 

experiences and struggles (Hebrews 4:15-16). Because he is God, he has the power 

and authority to deliver us from sin (Col. 2:13-15). We can tell Jesus all our 

thoughts, feelings, and needs. He has been where we are now, and he has the 

ability to help. 

 

Joseph was faced with a difficult choice after discovering that Mary was pregnant. 

Although he knew that taking Mary as his wife could be humiliating, Joseph chose 

to obey the angel’s command to marry her. His action revealed four admirable 

qualities: (1) righteousness (Matthew 1:19), (2) discretion and sensitivity (Matthew 

1:19), (3) responsiveness to God (Matthew 1:24), and (4) self-discipline (Matthew 

1:25). 

 

Perhaps Joseph thought he had only two options: divorce Mary quietly, or have her 

stoned. But God had a third option—marry her (Matthew 1:20-23). In view of the 

circumstances, this had not occurred to Joseph. But God often shows us that there 

are more options available than we think.  
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Although Joseph seemed to be doing the right thing by breaking the engagement, 

only God’s guidance helped him make the best decision. When our decisions affect 

the lives of others, we must always seek God’s wisdom. 

 

The conception and birth of Jesus Christ are supernatural events beyond human 

logic or reasoning. Because of this, God sent angels to help certain people 

understand the significance of what was happening (see Matthew 2:13, 19; Luke 

1:11, 26; Luke 2:9). 

 

Angels are spiritual beings created by God who help carry out his work on 

earth.  

 

They bring God’s messages to people (Luke 1:26),  

Protect God’s people (Daniel 6:22),  

Offer encouragement (Genesis 16:7ff),  

Give guidance (Exodus 14:19), carry out punishment (2 Samuel 24:16),  

Patrol the earth (Zech. 1:9-14), 

 And fight the forces of evil (2 Kings 6:16-18; Rev. 20:1-2).  

 

There are both good and bad angels (Rev. 12:7), but because bad angels are allied 

with the devil, or Satan, they have considerably less power and authority than good 

angels. Eventually the main role of angels will be to offer continuous praise to God 

(Rev. 7:11-12). 

 

 The angel declared to Joseph that Mary’s child was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and would be a son. This reveals an important truth about Jesus—he is both God 

and human. The infinite, unlimited God took on the limitations of humanity so he 

could live and die for the salvation of all who would believe in him. 

 

Jesus means “the LORD saves.” Jesus came to earth to save us because we can’t 

save ourselves from sin and its consequences.  

 

No matter how good we are, we can’t eliminate the sinful nature present in all of 

us. Only Jesus can do that. Jesus didn’t come to help people save themselves; he 

came to be their Savior from the power and penalty of sin.  

 

Thank Christ for his death on the cross for your sin, and then ask him to take 

control of your life. Your new life begins at that moment. 
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Joseph changed his plans quickly after learning that Mary had not been unfaithful 

to him (Matthew 1:19). 

 

 He obeyed God and proceeded with the marriage plans. Although others may have 

disapproved of his decision, Joseph went ahead with what he knew was right. 

Sometimes we avoid doing what is right because of what others might think.  

 

Like Joseph, we must choose to obey God rather than seek the approval of others. 

 

 

Joseph’s genealogy 

Luke 3:23-38  

And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) 

the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,  

Which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, which was the son of 

Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which was the son of Joseph,  

Which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Amos, which was the son 

of Naam, which was the son of Elsie, which was the son of Nagge,  

Which was the son of Maath, which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son 

of Semei, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Juda,  

Which was the son of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa, which was the son of 

Zorobabel, which was the son of Salathiel, which was the son of Neri,  

Which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Addi, which was the son of 

Cosam, which was the son of Elmodam, which was the son of Er,  

Which was the son of Jose, which was the son of Eliezer, which was the son of 

Jorim, which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi,  

Which was the son of Simeon, which was the son of Juda, which was the son of 

Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was the son of Eliakim,  

Which was the son of Melea, which was the son of Menan, which was the son of 

Mattatha, which was the son of Nathan, which was the son of David,  
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Which was the son of Jesse, which was the son of Obed, which was the son of 

Booz, which was the son of Salmon, which was the son of Naasson,  

Which was the son of Aminadab, which was the son of Aram, which was the son 

of Esrom, which was the son of Phares, which was the son of Juda,  

Which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, which was the son of 

Abraham, which was the son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor,  

Which was the son of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, which was the son of 

Phalec, which was the son of Heber, which was the son of Sala,  

Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, which was the son 

of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was the son of Lamech,  

Which was the son of Mathusala, which was the son of Enoch, which was the son 

of Jared, which was the son of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan,  

Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of 

Adam, which was the son of God.  

Scripture Review: 

Imagine the Savior of the world working in a small-town carpenter’s shop until he 

was 30 years old! It seems incredible that Jesus would have been content to remain 

in Nazareth all that time, but he patiently trusted the Father’s timing for his life and 

ministry.  

 

Thirty was the prescribed age for priests to begin their ministry (Numbers 4:3).  

 

Joseph was 30 years old when he began serving the king of Egypt (Genesis 41:46), 

and  

 

David was 30 years old when he began to reign over Judah (2 Samuel 5:4).  

 

Age 30, then, was a good time to begin an important task in the Jewish culture. 

Like Jesus, we need to resist the temptation to jump ahead before receiving the 

Spirit’s direction.  

 

Are you waiting and wondering what your next step should be? Don’t jump 

ahead—trust God’s timing. 
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Heli may have been Joseph’s father-in-law. If that were the case, this would be 

Mary’s genealogy that Luke may have received personally from her. It is fitting 

that Luke would show Mary’s genealogy because of the prominence he gives 

women in his Gospel. 

 

Matthew’s genealogy goes back to Abraham and shows that Jesus was related to 

all Jews (Matthew 1). Luke’s genealogy goes back to Adam, showing that Jesus is 

related to all human beings. This is consistent with Luke’s picture of Jesus as the 

Savior of the whole world. 

 

Lives at Nazareth  

 Luke 2:4  

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 

unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house 

and lineage of David :)  

The government forced Joseph to make a long trip just to pay his taxes.  

 

His fiancee, who had to go with him, was going to have a baby any moment. But 

when they arrived in Bethlehem, they couldn’t even find a place to stay. When we 

do God’s will, we are not guaranteed a comfortable life. But we are promised that 

everything, even our discomfort, has meaning in God’s plan. 

 

God controls all history. By the decree of Emperor Augustus, Jesus was born in the 

very town prophesied for his birth (Micah 5:2), even though his parents did not live 

there. 

 

Joseph and Mary were both descendants of David. The Old Testament is filled 

with prophecies that the Messiah would be born in David’s royal line (see, for 

example, Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 33:15; Ezekiel 37:24; Hosea 3:5). 
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Goes to Bethlehem to be enrolled 

  Luke 2:1-4  

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 

Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  

And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all 

went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 

unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house 

and lineage of David :)  

Luke is the only Gospel writer who related the events he recorded to world history. 

His account was addressed to a predominantly Greek audience that would have 

been interested in and familiar with the political situation. Palestine was under the 

rule of the Roman Empire; Emperor Caesar Augustus, the first Roman emperor, 

was in charge.  

 

The Roman rulers, considered to be like gods, stood in contrast to the tiny baby in 

a manger who was truly God in the flesh. 

 

A Roman census (registration) was taken to aid military conscription or tax 

collection. The Jews didn’t have to serve in the Roman army, but they could not 

avoid paying taxes. Augustus’s decree went out in God’s perfect timing and 

according to God’s perfect plan to bring his Son into the world 

 

Jesus is born  

Luke 2:7  

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 

and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.  

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A7
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Presents Jesus in the temple 

 Luke 2:22-39  

And when the days of her purification according to the Law of Moses were 

accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is 

written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opened the womb shall be called 

holy to the Lord ;)  

And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A 

pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.  

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the 

same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy 

Ghost was upon him.  

And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, 

before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  

And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the 

child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, [28] Then took he him up in 

his arms, and blessed God, and said,  

Lord, now let thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:  for mine 

eyes have seen thy salvation,  

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the 

Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. And Joseph and his mother marveled 

at those things which were spoken of him.  

And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set 

for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken 

against;  

(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many 

hearts may be revealed.  

And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her 

virginity;  
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And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from 

the temple, but served God with fasting and prayers night and day.  

And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of 

him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. And when they had 

performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 

their own city Nazareth.  

 

Jewish families went through several ceremonies soon after a baby’s birth: 

(1) Circumcision. Every boy was circumcised and named on the eighth day after 

birth (Leviticus 12:3; Luke 1:59-60).  

 

(2) Circumcision symbolized the Jews’ separation from Gentiles and their 

unique relationship with God (see the second note on +Luke 1:59). 

 

(3) Redemption of the firstborn. A firstborn son was presented to God one month 

after birth (Exodus 13:2, 11-16; Numbers 18:15-16).  

 

The ceremony included buying back—“redeeming”—the child from God through 

an offering. Thus the parents acknowledged that the child belonged to God, who 

alone has the power to give life. 

 

(4) Purification of the mother. For 40 days after the birth of a son and 80 days 

after the birth of a daughter, the mother was ceremonially unclean and could 

not enter the temple. 

 

At the end of her time of separation, the parents were to bring a lamb for a burnt 

offering and a dove or pigeon for a sin offering.  

 

The priest would sacrifice these animals and declare her to be clean. If a lamb was 

too expensive, the parents could bring a second dove or pigeon instead. This is 

what Mary and Joseph did. 

 

Jesus was God’s Son, but his family carried out these ceremonies according to 

God’s law. Jesus was not born above the law; instead, he fulfilled it perfectly. 
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When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple to be consecrated to God, they 

met an old man who told them what their child would become. Simeon’s song is 

often called the Nunc Dimittis, because these are the first words of its Latin 

translation. Simeon could die in peace because he had seen the Messiah. 

 

The Jews were well acquainted with the Old Testament prophecies that spoke of 

the Messiah’s blessings to their nation. They did not always give equal attention to 

the prophecies saying that he would bring salvation to the entire world, not just the 

Jews (see, for example, Isaiah 49:6).  

 

Many thought that Christ had come to save only his own people. Luke made sure 

his Greek audience understood that Christ had come to save all who believe, 

Gentiles as well as Jews. 

Simeon prophesied that Jesus would have a paradoxical effect on Israel. Some 

would fall because of him (see Isaiah 8:14-15), while others would rise (see 

Malachi 4:2).  

With Jesus, there would be no neutral ground: people would either joyfully accept 

him or totally reject him. As Jesus’ mother, Mary would be grieved by the 

widespread rejection he would face. This is the first note of sorrow in Luke’s 

Gospel. 

Although Simeon and Anna were very old, they had never lost their hope that they 

would see the Messiah. Led by the Holy Spirit, they were among the first to bear 

witness to Jesus. In the Jewish culture, elders were respected, so because of 

Simeon’s and Anna’s age, their prophecies carried extra weight.  

 

Our society, however, values youthfulness over wisdom, and potential 

contributions by the elderly are often ignored. As Christians, we should reverse 

those values wherever we can. Encourage older people to share their wisdom and 

experience.  

 

Listen carefully when they speak. Offer them your friendship and help them find 

ways to continue to serve God. 

 

Anna was called a prophetess, indicating that she was unusually close to God. 

Prophets did not necessarily predict the future. Their main role was to speak for 

God, proclaiming his truth. 
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Did Mary and Joseph return immediately to Nazareth, or did they remain in 

Bethlehem for a time (as implied in Matthew 2)? Apparently there is a gap of 

several years between Luke 2:38 and Luke 2:39—ample time for them to find a 

place to live in Bethlehem, flee to Egypt to escape Herod’s wrath, and return to 

Nazareth when it was safe to do so. 

 

 

An angel appeared to Joseph. 

 Matthew 2:13-15  

And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 

a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 

Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young 

child to destroy him.  

When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into 

Egypt: and was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.  

This was the second dream or vision that Joseph received from God. Joseph’s first 

dream revealed that Mary’s child would be the Messiah (Matthew 1:20-21).  

 

His second dream told him how to protect the child’s life. Although Joseph was not 

Jesus’ natural father, he was Jesus’ legal father and was responsible for his safety 

and well-being. Divine guidance comes only to prepared hearts. Joseph remained 

receptive to God’s guidance. 

 

Going to Egypt was not unusual because there were colonies of Jews in several 

major Egyptian cities. These colonies had developed during the time of the great 

captivity (see Jeremiah 43-44).  

 

There is an interesting parallel between this flight to Egypt and Israel’s history. As 

an infant nation, Israel went to Egypt, just as Jesus did as a child. God led Israel 

out (Hosea 11:1); God brought Jesus back. Both events show God working to save 

his people. 
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Attends the annual feast at Jerusalem with his family 

Luke 2:42-51  

And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of 

the feast.  

And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried 

behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, 

supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought 

him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.  

And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in 

the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.  

And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And 

when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why 

hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

And he said unto them, how is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be 

about my Father's business? And they understood not the saying which he spake 

unto them.  

And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: 

but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  

According to God’s law, every male was required to go to Jerusalem three times a 

year for the great festivals (Deut. 16:16). In the spring, the Passover was 

celebrated, followed immediately by the week-long Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

 

Passover commemorated the night of the Jews’ escape from Egypt when God had 

killed the Egyptian firstborn but had passed over Israelite homes (see Exodus 

12:21-36).  

 

Passover was the most important of the three annual festivals. 

At age 12, Jesus was considered almost an adult, and so he didn’t spend a lot of 

time with his parents during the feast.  
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Those who attended these feasts often traveled in caravans for protection from 

robbers along the Palestine roads. It was customary for the women and children to 

travel at the front of the caravan, with the men bringing up the rear.  

 

A 12-year-old boy conceivably could have been in either group, and both Mary 

and Joseph assumed Jesus was with the other one.  

 

 

But when the caravan left Jerusalem, Jesus stayed behind, absorbed in his 

discussion with the religious leaders. 

 

The temple courts were famous throughout Judea as a place of learning. The 

apostle Paul studied in Jerusalem, perhaps in the temple courts, under Gamaliel, 

one of its foremost teachers (Acts 22:3).  

 

At the time of the Passover, the greatest rabbis of the land would assemble to teach 

and to discuss great truths among themselves. The coming Messiah would no 

doubt have been a popular discussion topic, for everyone was expecting him soon.  

 

Jesus would have been eager to listen and to ask probing questions. It was not his 

youth, but the depth of his wisdom, that astounded these teachers. 

Mary had to let go of her child and let him become a man, God’s Son, the Messiah. 

Fearful that she hadn’t been careful enough with this God-given child, she 

searched frantically for him.  

But she was looking for a boy, not the young man who was in the temple 

astounding the religious leaders with his questions.  

It is hard to let go of people or projects we have nurtured. It is both sweet and 

painful to see our children as adults, our students as teachers, our subordinates as 

managers, our inspirations as institutions.  

But when the time comes to step back and let go, we must do so in spite of the 

hurt. Then our proteges can exercise their wings, take flight, and soar to the heights 

God intended for them. 
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This is the first mention of Jesus’ awareness that he was God’s Son. But even 

though he knew his real Father, he did not reject his earthly parents. He went back 

to Nazareth with them and lived under their authority for another 18 years. God’s 

people do not despise human relationships or family responsibilities.  

 

If the Son of God obeyed his human parents, how much more should we honor our 

family members! Don’t use commitment to God’s work to justify neglecting your 

family. 

 

Jesus’ parents didn’t understand what he meant about his Father’s house. They 

didn’t realize he was making a distinction between his earthly father and his 

heavenly Father. Jesus knew that he had a unique relationship with God. Although 

Mary and Joseph knew he was God’s Son, they didn’t understand what his mission 

would involve.  

 

Besides, they had to raise him, along with his brothers and sisters (Matthew 13:55-

56), as a normal child. They knew he was unique, but they did not know what was 

going on in his mind. 

 

Strengths and accomplishments: 

 

• A man of integrity 

• A descendant of King David 

• Jesus’ legal and earthly father 

• A person sensitive to God’s guidance and willing to do God’s will no matter what 

the consequence 

 

 

Life applications 

 

• God honors integrity 

• Social position is of little importance when God chooses to use us 

• Being obedient to the guidance we have from God leads to more guidance from 

him 

• Feelings are not accurate measures of the rightness or wrongness of an action 
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Key verses: 

 

“Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her 

to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had 

considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit’ ” (Matthew 1:19-20). 

 

 

  

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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