
 



 

Overview 

 

JUDAS ISCARIOT DESIRE PLACED HIM IN A POSITION 

WHERE SATAN COULD MANIPULATE HIM 

 

 

 

Judas’s story is told in the Gospels. He is also mentioned in Acts 1:18-19 

 

It is easy to overlook the fact that Jesus chose Judas to be his disciple. We may also 

forget that while Judas betrayed Jesus, all the disciples abandoned him.  

 

With the other disciples, Judas shared a persistent misunderstanding of Jesus 

mission. They all expected Jesus to make the right political moves.  

 

When he kept talking about dying, they all felt varying degrees of anger, fear, and 

disappointment. They didn’t understand why they had been chosen if Jesus mission 

was doomed to fail. 

 

We do not know the exact motivation behind Judases betrayal. What is clear is that 

Judas allowed his desires to place him in a position where Satan could manipulate 

him. Judas accepted payment to set Jesus up for the religious leaders.  

 

He identified Jesus for the guards in the dimly lit Garden of Gethsemane. It is 

possible that he was trying to force Jesus hand—would Jesus or would Jesus not 

rebel against Rome and set up a new political government? 

 

Whatever his plan, though, at some point Judas realized he didn’t like the way 

things were turning out. He tried to undo the evil he had done by returning the 

money to the priests, but it was too late.  

 

The wheels of Gods sovereign plan had been set into motion. How sad that Judas 

ended his life in despair without ever experiencing the gift of reconciliation God 

could give even to him through Jesus Christ. 

 

Human feelings toward Judas have always been mixed. Some have fervently hated 

him for his betrayal. Others have pitied him for not realizing what he was doing. A 

few have tried to make him a hero for his part in ending Jesus earthly mission.  

 



Some have questioned Gods fairness in allowing one man to bear such guilt. While 

there are many feelings about Judas, there are some facts to consider as well. He, 

by his own choice, betrayed Gods Son into the hands of soldiers (Luke 22:48).  

 

 

He was a thief (John 12:6). Jesus knew that Judas’s life of evil would not change 

(John 6:70). Judas’s betrayal of Jesus was part of Gods sovereign plan (Psalm 41:9; 

Zech. 11:12, 13; Matthew 20:18; 26:20-25; Acts 1:16, 20). 

 

In betraying Jesus, Judas made the greatest mistake in history. But the fact that 

Jesus knew Judas would betray him doesn’t mean that Judas was a puppet of Gods 

will. Judas made the choice.  

 

God knew what that choice would be and confirmed it. Judas didn’t lose his 

relationship with Jesus; rather, he never found Jesus in the first place. He is called 

“doomed to destruction” (John 17:12) because he was never saved. 

 

Judas does us a favor if he makes us think a second time about our commitment to 

God and the presence of Gods Spirit within us. Are we true disciples and followers, 

or uncommitted pretenders?  

 

We can choose despair and death, or we can choose repentance, forgiveness, hope, 

and eternal life. Judas’s betrayal sent Jesus to the cross to guarantee that second 

choice, our only chance. Will we accept Jesus free gift, or, like Judas, betray him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Judas betrays the Lord Jesus 

Matthew 26:47-50  

And even as he said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a mob that 

was armed with swords and clubs. They had been sent out by the leading priests 

and other leaders of the people.   

Judas had given them a prearranged signal: "You will know which one to arrest 

when I go over and give him the kiss of greeting." So Judas came straight to Jesus. 

"Greetings, Teacher!" he exclaimed and gave him the kiss.  

Jesus said, "My friend, go ahead and do what you have come for." Then the others 

grabbed Jesus and arrested him.  

Judas had told the crowd to arrest the man he kissed. This was not an arrest by 

Roman soldiers under Roman law, but an arrest by the religious leaders. Judas 

pointed Jesus out not because Jesus was hard to recognize, but because Judas had 

agreed to be the formal accuser in case a trial was called. Judas was able to lead the 

group to one of Jesus’ retreats where no onlookers would interfere with the arrest. 

 

Judas guides the temple police to arrest Jesus. 

 

Acts 1:16-25  

"Brothers, it was necessary for the Scriptures to be fulfilled concerning Judas, who 

guided the Temple police to arrest Jesus. This was predicted long ago by the Holy 

Spirit, speaking through King David. Judas was one of us, chosen to share in the 

ministry with us."  

Judas bought a field with the money he received for his treachery, and falling 

there, he burst open, spilling out his intestines.  

The news of his death spread rapidly among all the people of Jerusalem, and they 

gave the place the Aramaic name Akeldama, which means "Field of Blood.")  



 Peter continued, "This was predicted in the book of Psalms, where it says, 'let his 

home become desolate, with no one living in it.' And again, 'Let his position be 

given to someone else.'  

"So now we must choose another man to take Judas's place. It must be someone 

who has been with us all the time that we were with the Lord Jesus— from the 

time he was baptized by John until the day he was taken from us into heaven. 

Whoever is chosen will join us as a witness of Jesus' resurrection."  

So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barabbas (also known as Justus) and 

Matthias.  

Then they all prayed for the right man to be chosen. "O Lord," they said, "you 

know every heart. Show us which of these men you have chosen as an apostle to 

replace Judas the traitor in this ministry, for he has deserted us and gone where he 

belongs."  

Scripture review 

This was the first church business meeting. The small group of 11 had already 

grown to more than 120. The main order of business was to appoint a new disciple, 

or apostle, as the 12 were now called.  

 

While the apostles waited, they were doing what they could—praying, seeking 

God’s guidance, and getting organized. Waiting for God to work does not mean 

sitting around doing nothing. We must do what we can, while we can, as long as 

we don’t run ahead of God. 

 

 How could someone who had been with Jesus daily betray him? Judas received 

the same calling and teaching as everyone else. But he chose to reject Christ’s 

warning as well as his offers of mercy.  

 

Judas hardened his heart and joined in the plot with Jesus’ enemies to put him to 

death. Judas remained unrepentant to the end, and he finally committed suicide. 

Although Jesus predicted this would happen, it was Judas’s choice. Those 

privileged to be close to the truth are not necessarily committed to the truth.  

 

Matthew says that Judas hanged himself (Matthew 27:5); Acts says that he fell. 

The traditional explanation is that when Judas hanged himself, the rope or branch 

broke, Judas fell, and his body burst open. 



 

Others shared the deep love and commitment to Jesus 

 

Acts 1:21-22  

 

There were many who consistently followed Jesus throughout his ministry on 

earth. The 12 disciples were his inner circle, but others shared the disciples’ deep 

love for and commitment to Jesus. 

 

There were many who consistently followed Jesus throughout his ministry on 

earth. The 12 disciples were his inner circle, but others shared the disciples’ deep 

love for and commitment to Jesus. 

 

Judas returns the money to the rulers of the Jews 

 Matthew 27:3-10  

When Judas, who had betrayed him, realized that Jesus had been condemned to 

die, he was filled with remorse. So he took the thirty pieces of silver back to the 

leading priests and other leaders.  

"I have sinned," he declared, "for I have betrayed an innocent man." 

"What do we care?" they retorted. "That's your problem." Then Judas threw the 

money onto the floor of the Temple and went out and hanged himself. The leading 

priests picked up the money. "We can't put it in the Temple treasury," they said, 

"since it's against the law to accept money paid for murder."  

After some discussion they finally decided to buy the potter's field, and they made 

it into a cemetery for foreigners. That is why the field is still called the Field of 

Blood. This fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah that says, 

"They took the thirty pieces of silver— the price at which he was valued by the 

people of Israel— and purchased the potter's field, as the Lord directed." 

 

 



Scripture review 

Jesus’ formal accuser (see Matthew 26:48 note) wanted to drop his charges, but the 

religious leaders refused to halt the trial. When he betrayed Jesus, perhaps Judas 

was trying to force Jesus’ hand to get him to lead a revolt against Rome.  

 

This did not work, of course. Whatever his reason, Judas changed his mind, but it 

was too late. Many of the plans we set into motion cannot be reversed. It is best to 

think of the potential consequences before we launch into an action we may later 

regret. 

 

The priests’ job was to teach people about God and act as intercessors for them, 

helping administer the sacrifices to cover their sins. Judas returned to the priests, 

exclaiming that he had sinned.  

 

Rather than helping him find forgiveness, however, the priests said, “That’s your 

responsibility.” Not only had they rejected the Messiah, they had rejected their role 

as priests. 

 

According to Matthew, Judas hanged himself. Acts 1:18, however, says that he fell 

and burst open. The best explanation is that the limb from which he was hanging 

broke, and the resulting fall split open his body. 

 

These chief priests felt no guilt in giving Judas money to betray an innocent man, 

but when Judas returned the money, the priests couldn’t accept it because it was 

wrong to accept blood money—payment for murder! Their hatred for Jesus had 

caused them to lose all sense of justice 

 

This prophecy is found specifically in Zech. 11:12-13, but may also have been 

taken from Jeremiah 17:2-3; Jeremiah 18:1-4; Jeremiah 19:1-11; or Jeremiah 32:6-

15. In Old Testament times, Jeremiah was considered the collector of some of the 

prophets’ writings, so perhaps his name is cited rather than Zechariah. 
 

  

 

 

 



Prophecies concerning Judas 

  Matthew 26:21-25  

 While they were eating, he said, "The truth is, one of you will betray me."  

 Greatly distressed, one by one they began to ask him, "I'm not the one, am I, 

Lord?"  

He replied, "One of you who is eating with me now will betray me.  For I the Son 

of Man, must die, as the Scriptures declared long ago. But how terrible it will be 

for my betrayer. Far better for him if he had never been born!"  

Judas, the one who would betray him, also asked, "Teacher, I'm not the one, am I?" 

And Jesus told him, "You have said it yourself."  

In Jesus’ time, some food was eaten from a common bowl into which everyone 

dipped their hand. 

 

David predicted betrayal 

 

Acts 1:16  

"Brothers, it was necessary for the Scriptures to be fulfilled concerning Judas, who 

guided the Temple police to arrest Jesus. This was predicted long ago by the Holy 

Spirit, speaking through King David. 

How could someone who had been with Jesus daily betray him? Judas received the 

same calling and teaching as everyone else. But he chose to reject Christ’s warning 

as well as his offers of mercy. Judas hardened his heart and joined in the plot with 

Jesus’ enemies to put him to death. Judas remained unrepentant to the end, and he 

finally committed suicide. Although Jesus predicted this would happen, it was 

Judas’s choice. Those privileged to be close to the truth are not necessarily 

committed to the truth 

 

 

 



 

Lessons from life: 

 

 Evil plans and motives leave us open to being used by Satan for even greater evil 

 The consequences of evil are so devastating that even small lies and little 

wrongdoings have serious results 

 Gods plan and his purposes are worked out even in the worst possible events 

 

  

Key verses: 

“Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. And Judas went to 

the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how 

he might betray Jesus” (Luke 22:3-4). 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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