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Jude  
 

 

OVERVIEW: TO PROTECT from harm, to guard from attack, to repulse 

enemies—for centuries rugged defenders have built walls, launched missiles, and 

waged wars, expending material and human resources in the battle to save nations 

and cities. And with total commitment and courageous abandon, individuals have 

fought for their families. It is a rule of life that we fight for survival, defending 

with all our strength what is most precious to us, from every real or imagined 

attack. 

 

God’s Word and the gift of eternal life have infinite value and have been entrusted 

to Christ’s faithful followers. There are many people who live in opposition to God 

and his followers. They twist God’s truth, seeking to deceive and destroy the 

unwary. But God’s truth must go forth, carried and defended by those who have 

committed their lives to God’s Son. It is an important task, an awesome 

responsibility, and a profound privilege to have this commission. 

 

This was Jude’s message to Christians everywhere. Opposition would come and 

godless teachers would arise, but Christians should “contend for the faith” (Jude 

1:3) by rejecting all falsehood and immorality (Jude 1:4-19), remembering God’s 

mighty acts of rescue and punishment (Jude 1:5-11, 14-16) and the warnings of the 

apostles (Jude 1:17-19). His readers are to build up their own faith through prayer 

(Jude 1:20), keeping close to Christ (Jude 1:21), helping others (Jude 1:22-23), and 

hating sin (Jude 1:23). Then Jude concludes with a glorious benediction of praise 

to God (Jude 1:24-25). 

 

How much do you value God’s Word, the fellowship of the church, and obedience 

to Jesus Christ? There are many false teachers waiting to destroy your Christ-

centered life, the credibility of God’s Word, and the unity of the body of Christ. 

Read Jude and determine to stand firm in your faith and defend God’s truth at all 

costs. Nothing is more valuable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bibleonthenet.com/Apostles.htm#jude
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THE BLUEPRINT 
 

Jude wrote to motivate Christians everywhere to action. He wanted them to 

recognize the dangers of false teaching, to protect themselves and other believers, 

and to win back those who had already been deceived. Jude was writing against 

godless teachers who were saying that Christians could do as they pleased without 

fear of God’s punishment. While few teach this heresy openly in the church today, 

many in the church act as though this were true. This letter contains a warning 

against living a nominal Christian life. 

 

 

1. The danger of false teachers (Jude 1:1-16) 

 

  

    This letter is from Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and a brother of James. 

    I am writing to all who are called to live in the love of God the Father and the 

care of Jesus Christ.  

 

    [2] May you receive more and more of God's mercy, peace, and love. 

  

    [3] Dearly loved friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the 

salvation we all share. But now I find that I must write about something else, 

urging you to defend the truth of the Good News. God gave this unchanging truth 

once for all time to his holy people. [4] I say this because some godless people 

have wormed their way in among you, saying that God's forgiveness allows us to 

live immoral lives. The fate of such people was determined long ago, for they have 

turned against our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 

    [5] I must remind you—and you know it well—that even though the Lord 

rescued the whole nation of Israel from Egypt, he later destroyed every one of 

those who did not remain faithful. [6] And I remind you of the angels who did not 

stay within the limits of authority God gave them but left the place where they 

belonged. God has kept them chained in prisons of darkness, waiting for the Day 

of Judgment. [7] And don't forget the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and their 

neighboring towns, which were filled with sexual immorality and every kind of 

sexual perversion. Those cities were destroyed by fire and are a warning of the 

eternal fire that will punish all who are evil.  

 

    [8] Yet these false teachers, who claim authority from their dreams, live 

immoral lives, defy authority, and scoff at the power of the glorious ones. [9] But 
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even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels, did not dare accuse Satan of 

blasphemy, but simply said, "The Lord rebuke you." (This took place when 

Michael was arguing with Satan about Moses' body.) [10] But these people mock 

and curse the things they do not understand. Like animals, they do whatever their 

instincts tell them, and they bring about their own destruction. 

 

 [11] How terrible it will be for them! For they follow the evil example of Cain, 

who killed his brother. Like Balaam, they will do anything for money. And like 

Korah, they will perish because of their rebellion.  

 

    [12] When these people join you in fellowship meals celebrating the love of the 

Lord, they are like dangerous reefs that can shipwreck you. They are shameless in 

the way they care only about themselves. They are like clouds blowing over dry 

land without giving rain, promising much but producing nothing. They are like 

trees without fruit at harvesttime. They are not only dead but doubly dead, for they 

have been pulled out by the roots. [13] They are like wild waves of the sea, 

churning up the dirty foam of their shameful deeds. They are wandering stars, 

heading for everlasting gloom and darkness.  

 

    [14] Now Enoch, who lived seven generations after Adam, prophesied about 

these people. He said, 

 

    "Look, the Lord is coming 

        with thousands of his holy ones.  

    [15] He will bring the people of the world 

        to judgment. 

    He will convict the ungodly of all the evil things 

        they have done in rebellion 

    and of all the insults that godless sinners 

        have spoken against him." 

  

[16] These people are grumblers and complainers, doing whatever evil they feel 

like. They are loudmouthed braggarts, and they flatter others to get favors in 

return. 
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2. The duty to fight for God’s truth (Jude 1:17-25) 

 

 

  

    But you, my dear friends, must remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus 

Christ told you, [18] that in the last times there would be scoffers whose purpose in 

life is to enjoy themselves in every evil way imaginable. [19] Now they are here, 

and they are the ones who are creating divisions among you. They live by natural 

instinct because they do not have God's Spirit living in them.  

 

    [20] But you, dear friends, must continue to build your lives on the foundation 

of your holy faith. And continue to pray as you are directed by the Holy Spirit. [21] 

Live in such a way that God's love can bless you as you wait for the eternal life 

that our Lord Jesus Christ in his mercy is going to give you. [22] Show mercy to 

those whose faith is wavering. [23] Rescue others by snatching them from the 

flames of judgment. There are still others to whom you need to show mercy, but be 

careful that you aren't contaminated by their sins. 

  

    [24] And now, all glory to God, who is able to keep you from stumbling, and 

who will bring you into his glorious presence innocent of sin and with great joy. 

[25] All glory to him, who alone is God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Yes, glory, majesty, power, and authority belong to him, in the beginning, now, 

and forevermore. Amen. 
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MEGATHEMES 

 

 

THEME: False teachers 

 

EXPLANATION: 

 

 Jude warns against false teachers and leaders who reject the lordship of Christ, 

undermine the faith of others, and lead them astray. These leaders and any who 

follow them will be punished. 

 

 

IMPORTANCE:  
 

We must staunchly defend Christian truth. Make sure that you avoid leaders and 

teachers who distort the Bible to suit their own purposes. Genuine servants of God 

will faithfully portray Christ in their words and conduct. 

 

 

 

THEME: Apostasy 

 

 

EXPLANATION:  

 

Jude also warns against apostasy—turning away from Christ. We are to remember 

that God punishes rebellion against him. We must be careful not to drift away from 

a faithful commitment to Christ. 

 

 

IMPORTANCE:  

 

Those who do not seek to know the truth in God’s Word are susceptible to 

apostasy. Christians must guard against any false teachings that would distract 

them from the truth preached by the apostles and written in God’s Word. 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door. 

 

Rev. 3:20  

 

    Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 

door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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