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LOT MAKE A BAD CHOICE 

 

 

 

Lots story is told in Genesis 11-14; Genesis 19. He is also mentioned in Deut. 2:9; 

Luke 17:28-32; 2 Peter 2:7-8. 

 

Some people simply drift through life. Their choices, when they can muster the 

will to choose, tend to follow the course of least resistance. Lot, Abrams nephew, 

was such a person. 

 

While still young, Lot lost his father. Although this must have been hard on him, he 

was not left without strong role models in his grandfather Terah and his uncle 

Abram, who raised him. Still, Lot did not develop their sense of purpose. 

 

Throughout his life he was so caught up in the present moment that he seemed 

incapable of seeing the consequences of his actions. It is hard to imagine what his 

life would have been like without Abrams careful attention and Gods intervention. 

 

 Lot drifted out of the picture, his life had taken an ugly turn. He had so blended 

into the sinful culture of his day that he did not want to leave it. Then his daughters 

committed incest with him. His drifting finally took him in a very specific 

direction—destruction. 

 

Lot, however, is called “righteous” in the New Testament (2 Peter 2:7, 8). Ruth, a 

descendant of Moab, was an ancestor of Jesus, even though Moab was born as a 

result of Lots incestuous relationship with one of his daughters.  

 

Lots story gives hope to us that God forgives and often brings about positive 

circumstances from evil. 

 

What is the direction of your life? Are you headed toward God or away from him? 

If you’re a drifter, the choice for God may seem difficult, but it is the one choice 

that puts all other choices in a different light. 
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Accompanies Terah from Ur of the Chaldees to Haran 

Genesis 11:31  

And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai 

his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur 

of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and 

dwelt there.  

p halfway? It may have been his health, the climate, or even fear. But this did not 

change Abram’s calling (“the LORD had said to Abram,” Genesis 12:1). He had 

respect for his father’s leadership, but when Terah died Abram moved on to 

Canaan. God’s will may come in stages.  

Just as the time in Haran was a transition period for Abram, so God may give us 

transition periods and times of waiting to help us depend on him and trust his 

timing. If we patiently do his will during the transition times, we will be better 

prepared to serve him as we should when he calls us 

 

Migrates with Abraham to the land of Canaan 

Genesis 12:4  

So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and 

Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.  

 

Returns with Abraham to Beth-el 

 Genesis 13:1-3  

And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot 

with him, into the south.  

And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. And he went on his 

journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at 

the beginning, between Bethel and Hai;  
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In Abram’s day, sheep and cattle owners could acquire great wealth. Abram’s 

wealth not only included silver and gold, but also livestock. These animals were a 

valuable commodity used for food, clothing, tent material, and sacrifices. They 

were often traded for other goods and services. Abram was able to watch his 

wealth grow and multiply daily. 

 

Rich in flocks, and herds, and servants 

Separates from Abraham, and locates in Sodom 

Genesis 13:5-14  

And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents.  And the 

land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance 

was great, so that they could not dwell together.  

And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of 

Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land.  

And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 

and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.  

Is not the whole land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou 

wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, 

then I will go to the left.  

And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well 

watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the 

garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.  

Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they 

separated themselves the one from the other.  

Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, 

and pitched his tent toward Sodom.  

But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.  
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 And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now 

thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and 

eastward, and westward:  

 

Facing a potential conflict with his nephew Lot, Abram took the initiative in 

settling the dispute. He gave Lot first choice, even though Abram, being older, had 

the right to choose first. Abram also showed a willingness to risk being cheated. 

Abram’s example shows us how to respond to difficult family situations:  

 

(1) take the initiative in resolving conflicts;  

 

(2) let others have first choice, even if that means not getting what we want;  

 

(3) put family peace above personal desires. 

 

Surrounded by hostile neighbors, the herdsmen of Abram and Lot should have 

pulled together. Instead, they let petty jealousy tear them apart. Similar situations 

exist today. Christians often bicker while Satan is at work all around them. 

 

Rivalries, arguments, and disagreements among believers can be destructive in 

three ways.  

 

(1) They damage goodwill, trust, and peace—the foundations of good human 

relations.  

 

(2) They hamper progress toward important goals.  

 

(3) They make us self-centered rather than love-centered.  

 

Jesus understood how destructive arguments among brothers could be. In his final 

prayer before being betrayed and arrested, Jesus asked God that his followers be 

“one” (John 17:21). 

 

 

Lot’s character is revealed by his choices. He took the best share of the land even 

though it meant living near Sodom, a city known for its sin. He was greedy, 

wanting the best for himself, without thinking about his uncle Abram’s needs or 

what was fair. 
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Life is a series of choices. We too can choose the best while ignoring the needs and 

feelings of others. But this kind of choice, as Lot’s life shows, leads to problems. 

When we stop making choices in God’s direction, all that is left is to make choices 

in the wrong direction. 

Good pasture and available water seemed like a wise choice to Lot at first. But he 

failed to recognize that wicked Sodom could provide temptations strong enough to 

destroy his family.  

Have you chosen to live or work in a “Sodom”? Even though you may be strong 

enough to resist the temptations, other members of your family may not.  

While God commands us to reach people in the “Sodom” near us, we must be 

careful not to become like the very people we are trying to reach. 

 

Taken captive by Chedorlaomer; rescued by Abraham 

 Genesis 14:1-16  

And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of 

Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations;  

That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, 

Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, 

which is Zoar.  

All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea.  

Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 

And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, 

and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the 

Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,  

And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the wilderness. 

And they returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the 

country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites that dwelt in Hazezon-tamar.  
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And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of 

Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they 

joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim;  

With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and 

Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five.  

And the vale of Siddim was full of slime pits; and the kings of Sodom and 

Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain.  And 

they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went 

their way.  

And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and 

departed.  

And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in 

the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these 

were confederate with Abram.  

And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained 

servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them 

unto Dan.  

And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote 

them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.  

 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his 

goods, and the women also, and the people.  

 

Who was Kedorlaomer, and why was he important? In Abram’s time, most cities 

had their own kings. Wars and rivalries among kings were common.  

 

A conquered city paid tribute to the victorious king. Nothing is known about 

Kedorlaomer except what we read in the Bible, but apparently he was quite 

powerful.  

 

Five cities including Sodom had paid tribute to him for 12 years.  
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The five cities formed an alliance and rebelled by withholding tribute. 

Kedorlaomer reacted swiftly and reconquered them all. When he defeated Sodom, 

he captured Lot, his family, and his possessions.  

 

Abram, with only 318 men, chased Kedorlaomer’s army and attacked him near 

Damascus. With God’s help, he defeated them and recovered Lot, his family, and 

their possessions. 

 

Lot’s greedy desire for the best of everything led him into sinful surroundings. His 

burning desire for possessions and success cost him his freedom and enjoyment. 

As a captive to Kedorlaomer, he faced torture, slavery, or death.  

 

In much the same way, we can be enticed into doing things or going places we 

shouldn’t. The prosperity we long for is captivating; it can both entice us and 

enslave us if our motives are not in line with God’s desires. 

 

These incidents portray two of Abram’s characteristics:  

 

(1) He had courage that came from God. Facing a powerful foe, he attacked.  

 

(2) He was prepared. He had taken time to train his men for a potential conflict.  

 

We never know when we will be called upon to complete difficult tasks. Like 

Abram, we should prepare for those times and take courage from God when they 

come. 

 

Disobediently protests against going to the mountains, and chooses Zoar 

 Genesis 19:17-22  

And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape 

for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the 

mountain, lest thou be consumed.  

And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord:  
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Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy 

mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to 

the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die:  

Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape 

thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.  

And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I 

will not overthrow this city, for thou hast spoken. Haste thee, escape thither; for I 

cannot do anything till thou come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called 

Zoar.  

Lot hesitated, so the angel grasped his hand and rushed him to safety. Lot did not 

want to abandon the wealth, position, and comfort he enjoyed in Sodom. It is easy 

to criticize Lot for being hypnotized by Sodom when the choice seems so clear to 

us. To be wiser than Lot, we must see that our hesitation to obey stems from the 

false attractions of our culture’s pleasures. 

 

 

Notice how God’s mercy toward Abraham extended to Lot and his family. Because 

Abraham pleaded for Lot, God was merciful and saved Lot from the fiery 

destruction of Sodom.  

 

A righteous person can often affect others for good. James says that the prayers of 

a righteous person are powerful (see James 5:16). All Christians should follow 

Abraham’s example and pray for others to be saved. 

 

In the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, we see two facets of God’s character: his 

great patience (agreeing to spare a wicked city for ten good people) and his fierce 

anger (destroying both cities).  

 

As we grow spiritually, we should find ourselves developing a deeper respect for 

God because of his anger toward sin, and also a deeper love for God because of his 

patience when we sin. 
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His wife disobediently yearns after Sodom, and becomes a pillar of salt 

 Genesis 19:26  

 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.  

Lot’s wife turned back to look at the smoldering city of Sodom. Clinging to the 

past, she was unwilling to turn completely away.  

 

Are you looking back longingly at sin while trying to move forward with God? 

You can’t make progress with God as long as you are holding on to pieces of your 

old life. Jesus said it this way in Matthew 6:24: “No one can serve two masters.” 

 

Commits incest with his daughters 

Genesis 19:30-38  

And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain and his two daughters 

with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two 

daughters.  

And the firstborn said unto the younger, our father is old, and there is not a man in 

the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth:  

Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may 

preserve seed of our father.  

And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay 

with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.  

And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, 

Behold, I lay yester night with my father: let us make him drink wine this night 

also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.  

 And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and 

lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.  
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Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. And the firstborn 

bare a son, and called his name Moab: 

The same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.  

And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is 

the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.  

In this pitiful sequel to the story of the destruction of Sodom, we see two women 

compelled to preserve their family line.  

 

They were driven not by lust, but by desperation—they feared they would never 

marry. Lot’s tendency to compromise and refusal to act reached its peak. He 

should have found right partners for his daughters long before this; Abraham’s 

family wasn’t far away.  

 

Now the two daughters stooped to incest, showing their acceptance of the morals 

of Sodom. We are most likely to sin when we are desperate for what we feel we 

must have. 

 

Why doesn’t the Bible openly condemn these sisters for what they did? In many 

cases, the Bible does not judge people for their actions. It simply reports the 

events.  

 

However, incest is clearly condemned in other parts of Scripture (Leviticus 18:6-

18; Leviticus 20:11-12, 17, 19-21; Deut. 22:30; Deut. 27:20-23; Ezekiel 22:11; 1 

Cor. 5:1). Perhaps the consequence of their action—Moab and Ammon became 

enemies of Israel—was God’s way of judging their sin. 

 

Moab and Ben-Ammi were the products of incest. They became the fathers of two 

of Israel’s greatest enemies, the Moabites and the Ammonites.  

These nations settled east of the Jordan River, and Israel never conquered them. 

Because of the family connection, Moses was forbidden to attack them (Deut. 2:9). 

Ruth, great-grandmother of David and an ancestor of Jesus, was from Moab. 
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Lesson from his life: 

 

God wants us to do more than drift through life; he wants us to be an influence  

For him. 

 

  

 

 

Key verse: 

 

“When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his 

two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the Lord was merciful to 

them” (Genesis 19:16). 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 
References: 

 

Holy Bible:  King James Translation 

Holy Bible:  Living Bible Translation 

Additional comments and charts are taken from: Life Application Study Bible. Illinois: Tyndale 

House 2007. Print 

 

Matthew Henry Concise Bible Commentary  

 


