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Forward 
 

 

Angels are messengers, Protectors and Spirits 

 

 

An angel appeared to Joseph 

 

As he considered this, he fell asleep, and an angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream. "Joseph, son of David," the angel said, "do not be afraid to go 

ahead with your marriage to Mary. For the child within her has been 

conceived by the Holy Spirit." (Matthew 1:20) 

 

Angels are beings created for God's purposes.  

 

The conception and birth of Jesus Christ are supernatural events beyond human 

logic or reasoning. Because of this, God sent angels to help certain people 

understand the significance of what was happening (see Matthew 2:13, 19; 

Luke 1:11, 26; Luke 2:9). 

 

Angels are spiritual beings created by God who help carry out his work on 

earth. They bring God's messages to people (Luke 1:26), protect God's 

people (Daniel 6:22), offer encouragement (Genesis 16:7ff.), give guidance 

(Exodus 14:19), carry out punishment (2 Samuel 24:15-17), patrol the earth 

(Zech. 1:9-14), and fight the forces of evil (2 1 Kings 6:16-18; Rev. 20:1-2). 

There are both good and bad angels (Rev. 12:7), but because bad angels are 

allied with the devil, or Satan, they have considerably less power and 

authority than good angels. Eventually the main role of angels will be to offer 

continuous praise to God (Rev. 7:11-12). 

 

Angels serve as God's messengers. Angels are spirit beings who live in God's 

presence and do his will. Only two angels are mentioned by name in 

Scripture—Michael and Gabriel—but there are many who act as God's 

messengers. Here, Gabriel delivered a special message to Zechariah (Luke 

1:19). This was not a dream or a vision. The angel appeared in visible form 

and spoke audible words to the priest. 
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Beware that you don't despise a single one of these little ones. For I tell you that 

in heaven their angels are always in the presence of my heavenly Father. 

(Matthew 18:10) 

 

Angels have several functions.  

 

Angels are spiritual beings created by God and under his authority (Col. 1:16). 

They have several functions: serving believers (Hebrews 1:14), protecting the 

helpless (Matthew 18:10), proclaiming God's messages (Rev. 14:6-12), and 

executing God's judgment (Acts 12:1-23; Rev. 20:1-3). 

 

I have had angels come to help me out of a bad situation several times. 
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Chapter 1 

 

Christ’s Divine Presence 
 

  

Angel in reference to Christ 

 

Acts 7:30  

    And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness 

of mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.  

 

Acts 7:35  

    This Moses whom they refused, saying, who made thee a ruler and a judge? 

the same did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the 

angel which appeared to him in the bush.  

 

     

• My Angel Will go before me. 

 

Exodus 32:34  

    Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken 

unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the 

day when I visit I will visit their sin upon them.  

 

• Called the Angel of God.    

 

Exodus 14:19  

    And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and 

went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their 

face, and stood behind them:  

 

Judges 13:6  

    Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A man of God came 

unto me, and his countenance was like the countenance of an angel of 

God, very terrible: but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he 

me his name:  

 

Samson was to be a Nazirite—a person who took a vow to be set apart for God’s 

service. Samson’s parents made the vow for him. A Nazirite vow was sometimes 
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temporary, but in Samson’s case, it was for life. As a Nazirite, Samson could not 

cut his hair, touch a dead body, or drink anything containing alcohol. 

 

Although Samson often used poor judgment and sinned terribly, he 

accomplished much when he determined to be set apart for God. In this way he 

was like the nation Israel. As long as the Israelites remained set apart for God, the 

nation thrived. But they fell into terrible sin when they ignored God. 

 

Manoah’s wife was told that her son would begin the deliverance of Israel from 

Philistine oppression. It wasn’t until David’s day that the Philistine opposition was 

completely crushed (2 Samuel 8:1). Samson’s part in subduing the Philistines was 

just the beginning, but it was important nonetheless. It was the task God had given 

Samson to do. Be faithful in following God even if you don’t see instant results, 

because you might be beginning an important job that others will finish. 

 

2 Samuel 14:17  

    Then thine handmaid said, the word of my lord the king shall now be 

comfortable: for as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern 

good and bad: therefore the Lord thy God will be with thee.  

 

2 Samuel 14:20  

    To fetch about this form of speech hath thy servant Joab done this thing: 

and my lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to 

know all things that are in the earth.     

   

The Angel of the Lord.  Judges 2:1 

 

•   Exodus 3:2  

    And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the 

midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, 

and the bush was not consumed. 

 

God spoke to Moses from an unexpected source: a burning bush. When Moses saw 

it, he went to investigate. God may use unexpected sources when communicating 

to us too, whether people, thoughts, or experiences. Be willing to investigate, and 

be open to God’s surprises. 
 

 

Judges 2:1  
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    And an angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I 

made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land 

which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my 

covenant with you.  

 

This event marks a significant change in Israel’s relationship with God. At Mount 

Sinai, God made a sacred and binding agreement with the Israelites called a 

covenant (Exodus 19:5-8). God’s part was to make Israel a special nation (see the 

note on +Genesis 12:1-3), to protect them, and to give them unique blessings for 

following him. Israel’s part was to love God and obey his laws. But because they 

rejected and disobeyed God, the agreement to protect them was no longer in effect. 

But God wasn’t going to abandon his people. They would receive wonderful 

blessings if they asked God to forgive them and sincerely followed him again. 

 

Although God’s agreement to help Israel conquer the land was no longer in 

effect, his promise to make Israel a nation through whom the whole world would 

be blessed (fulfilled in the Messiah’s coming) remained valid. God still wanted the 

Israelites to be a holy people (just as he wants us to be holy), and he often used 

oppression to bring them back to him, just as he warned he would (Leviticus 26; 

Deut. 28). The book of Judges records a number of instances where God allowed 

his people to be oppressed so that they would repent of their sins and return to him. 

 

• The Angel of His Presence.   

 

Isaiah 63:9  

    In all  of their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence 

saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare 

them, and carried them all the days of old.  

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 

 

Angels called celestial spirits 

 

 

Angel of the Lord    
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Matthew 1:20  

    But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 

unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 

unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Ghost.  

 

The conception and birth of Jesus Christ are supernatural events beyond human 

logic or reasoning. Because of this, God sent angels to help certain people 

understand the significance of what was happening (see Matthew 2:13, 19; Luke 

1:11, 26; Luke 2:9). 

 

Angels are spiritual beings created by God who help carry out his work on earth. 

They bring God’s messages to people (Luke 1:26), protect God’s people (Daniel 

6:22), offer encouragement (Genesis 16:7ff), give guidance (Exodus 14:19), carry 

out punishment (2 Samuel 24:16), patrol the earth (Zech. 1:9-14), and fight the 

forces of evil (2 Kings 6:16-18; Rev. 20:1-2). There are both good and bad angels 

(Rev. 12:7), but because bad angels are allied with the devil, or Satan, they have 

considerably less power and authority than good angels. Eventually the main role 

of angels will be to offer continuous praise to God (Rev. 7:11-12). 

 

The angel declared to Joseph that Mary’s child was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and would be a son. This reveals an important truth about Jesus—he is both God 

and human. The infinite, unlimited God took on the limitations of humanity so he 

could live and die for the salvation of all who would believe in him. 

 

 

Matthew 1:24  

    Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden 

him, and took unto him his wife:  

 

  Joseph changed his plans quickly after learning that Mary had not been unfaithful 

to him (Matthew 1:19). He obeyed God and proceeded with the marriage plans. 

Although others may have disapproved of his decision, Joseph went ahead with 

what he knew was right. Sometimes we avoid doing what is right because of what 

others might think. Like Joseph, we must choose to obey God rather than seek the 

approval of others. 
 

   

Matthew 2:13  
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    And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to 

Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, 

and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod 

will seek the young child to destroy him.  

 

This was the second dream or vision that Joseph received from God. Joseph’s first 

dream revealed that Mary’s child would be the Messiah (Matthew 1:20-21). His 

second dream told him how to protect the child’s life. Although Joseph was not 

Jesus’ natural father, he was Jesus’ legal father and was responsible for his safety 

and well-being. Divine guidance comes only to prepared hearts. Joseph remained 

receptive to God’s guidance. 

 

    Matthew 2:19  

    But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream 

to Joseph in Egypt,  

 

Matthew 28:2  

    And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 

and sat upon it.  

 

The stone was not rolled back so Jesus could get out, but so others could get in and 

see that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead, just as he had promised. 

 

 

Luke 1:11  

    And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side 

of the altar of incense.  

 

Only two angels are mentioned by name in Scripture—Michael and Gabriel—but 

there are many who act as God’s messengers. Here, Gabriel (Luke 1:19) delivered 

a special message to Zechariah. This was not a dream or a vision. The angel 

appeared in visible form and spoke audible words to the priest. 
 

Acts 5:19  

    But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them 

forth, and said,  

 

The religious leaders were jealous—Peter and the apostles were already 

commanding more respect than they had ever received. The difference, however, 
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was that the religious leaders demanded respect and reverence for themselves; the 

apostles’ goal was to bring respect and reverence to God. The apostles were 

respected not because they demanded it, but because they deserved it. 

 

The apostles experienced power to do miracles, great boldness in preaching, and 

God’s presence in their lives, yet they were not free from hatred and persecution. 

They were arrested, put in jail, beaten, and slandered by community leaders. Faith 

in God does not make troubles disappear; it makes troubles appear less frightening 

because it puts them in the right perspective.  

 

    But an angel of the Lord came at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought 

them out. Then he told them,  

 

Acts 8:26  

    And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the 

south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 

desert.  

 

Philip was having a successful preaching ministry to great crowds in Samaria (Acts 

8:5-8), but he obediently left that ministry to travel on a desert road. Because 

Philip went where God sent him, Ethiopia was opened up to the gospel. Follow 

God’s leading, even if it seems like a demotion. At first you may not understand 

his plans, but the results will prove that God’s way is right. 

 

    

  

Acts 12:7  

    And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the 

prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up 

quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands.  

 

God sent an angel to rescue Peter. Angels are God’s messengers. They are divinely 

created beings with supernatural powers, and they sometimes take on human 

appearance in order to talk to people. Angels should not be worshiped, because 

they are not divine. They are God’s servants, just as we are. 

 

Acts 12:23  

    And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God 

the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.  
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Herod died a horrible death accompanied by intense pain; he was literally eaten 

alive, from the inside out, by worms. To be eaten by worms was considered to be 

one of the most disgraceful ways to die. Pride is a serious sin, and in this case, God 

chose to punish it immediately. God does not immediately punish all sin, but he 

will bring all to judgment (Hebrews 9:27). Accept Christ’s offer of forgiveness 

today. No one can afford to wait. 

 

• Called Morning Stars.   

 

Job 38:7  

    When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for 

joy?  

 
• Called Hosts.   

 

Genesis 2:1  

    Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  

  

Psalm 33:6  

    By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by 

the breath of his mouth.  

 

 

Psalm 103:21  

    Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.  

 

Everything everywhere is to praise the Lord: all angels—mighty ones and heavenly 

hosts—and all his works! Praising God means remembering all he has done for us 

(Psalm 103:2), fearing him and obeying his commands (Psalm 103:17-18), and 

doing his will (Psalm 103:21). Does your life praise the Lord? 
 

 

Luke 2:13  

    And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying,  

 

Some of the Jews were waiting for a savior to deliver them from Roman rule; 

others hoped the Christ (Messiah) would deliver them from physical ailments. But 

Jesus, while healing their illnesses and establishing a spiritual kingdom, delivered 

them from sin. His work is more far-reaching than anyone could imagine. Christ 
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paid the price for sin and opened the way to peace with God. He offers us more 

than temporary political or physical changes—he offers us new hearts that will last 

for eternity. 

     

  

• Called Principalities, Powers.   

 

Ephes. 3:10  

    To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,  

 

The “rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms” are either angels who are 

witnesses to these events (see 1 Peter 1:12), or hostile spiritual forces opposed to 

God (Ephes. 2:2; Ephes. 6:12). 

 

Col. 1:16  

    For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:  

 

Because the false teachers believed that the physical world was evil, they thought 

that God himself could not have created it. If Christ were God, they reasoned, he 

would be in charge only of the spiritual world. But Paul explained that all the 

rulers, powers, thrones, and authorities of both the spiritual and physical worlds 

were created by and are under the authority of Christ himself. This includes not 

only the government but also the spiritual world that the heretics were so 

concerned about. Christ has no equal and no rival. He is the Lord of all. 

 

• Created.  

 

Genesis 2:1  

    Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  

 

Neh. 5:6  

    And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words.  

 

Neh. 9:6  

    Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of 

heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the 
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seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of 

heaven worshippeth thee.  

 

• Angels of different orders 

 

Isaiah 6:2  

    Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered 

his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.  

 

The throne, the attending seraphs or angels, and the threefold holy all stressed 

God’s holiness. Seraphs were a type of angel whose name is derived from the word 

for “burn,” perhaps indicating their purity as God’s ministers. In a time when 

moral and spiritual decay had peaked, it was important for Isaiah to see God in his 

holiness. Holiness means morally perfect, pure, and set apart from all sin. We also 

need to discover God’s holiness. Our daily frustrations, society’s pressures, and 

our shortcomings reduce and narrow our view of God. We need the Bible’s view of 

God as high and lifted up to empower us to deal with our problems and concerns.  

God’s moral perfection, properly seen, will purify us from sin, cleanse our minds 

from our problems, and enable us to worship and to serve. 
 

 

1 Thes. 4:16  

    For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 

of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 

rise first:  

 

An archangel is a high or holy angel appointed to a special task. Michael is the 

only archangel mentioned in the New Testament (see Jude 1:9). 

 

    1 Peter 3:22  

    Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and 

authorities and powers being made subject unto him.  

 

Jude 1:9  

    Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about 

the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but 

said, The Lord rebuke thee.  
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This incident is not recorded in any other place in Scripture. Moses’ death is 

recorded in Deut. 34. Here Jude may have been making use of an ancient book 

called The Assumption of Moses. 

 

  Rev. 12:7  

    And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the 

dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,  

 

This event fulfills Daniel 12:1ff. Michael is a high-ranking angel. One of his 

responsibilities is to guard God’s community of believers. 

 

Much more happened at Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection than most people 

realize. A war between the forces of good and evil was under way. With Christ’s 

resurrection, Satan’s ultimate defeat was assured  

     

  

 

 

     

• Angels are Immortal.   

 

Luke 20:36  

    Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the 

children of God, being the children of the resurrection.  

 

Jesus turned his enemies’ attempt to trap him into a powerful lesson: As God’s 

followers, we have legitimate obligations to both God and the government. But it is 

important to keep our priorities straight. When the two authorities conflict, our 

duty to God always must come before our duty to the government. 
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Chapter 3 

 

Angels worship God, but are not to be worshiped 
 

• Worship God.   

 

Neh. 9:6  

    Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of 

heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the 

seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of 

heaven worshippeth thee.  

 

  Col. 2:9-11  

    For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. [10] And ye are 

complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: [11] In 

whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 

in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 

Christ:  

 

Again Paul asserts Christ’s deity. “In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 

bodily form” means that all of God was in Christ’s human body. When we 

have Christ we have everything we need for salvation and right living 
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When we know Jesus Christ, we don’t need to seek God by means of other 

religions, cults, or unbiblical philosophies as the Colossians were doing. Christ 

alone holds the answers to the true meaning of life, because he is life. Christ is the 

unique source of knowledge and power for the Christian life. No Christian needs 

anything in addition to what Christ has provided to be saved. We are complete in 

him. 

 

Hebrews 1:6  

    And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, and 

let all the angels of God worship him.  

 

Jesus is God’s firstborn Son. In Jewish families the firstborn son held the place of 

highest privilege and responsibility. The Jewish Christians reading this message 

would understand that as God’s firstborn, Jesus was superior to any created being. 

     

• Not to be worshiped.   

 

Col. 2:18  

  Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 

worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 

vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,  

 

The false teachers were proud of their humility! This false humility brought 

attention and praise to themselves rather than to God. True humility means seeing 

ourselves as we really are from God’s perspective, and acting accordingly. People 

today practice false humility when they talk negatively about themselves so that 

others will think they are spiritual. False humility is self-centered; true humility is 

God-centered. 

 

The false teachers were claiming that God was far away and could be approached 

only through various levels of angels. They taught that people had to worship 

angels in order, eventually, to reach God. This is unscriptural; the Bible teaches 

that angels are God’s servants, and it forbids worshiping them (Exodus 20:3-4; 

Rev. 22:8-9) 

 

Rev. 22:8-9  

And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I 

fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 

[9] Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellow servant, and of 
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thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: 

worship God.  

 

Hearing or reading an eyewitness account is the next best thing to seeing the event 

yourself. John witnessed the events reported in Revelation and wrote them down so 

we could see and believe as he did. If you have read this far, you have seen. Have 

you also believed? 

 

The first of the Ten Commandments is “You shall have no other gods before me” 

(Exodus 20:3). Jesus said that the greatest command of Moses’ laws was “Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” 

(Matthew 22:37). Here, at the end of the Bible, this truth is reiterated. The angel 

instructs John to “worship God!” God alone is worthy of our worship and 

adoration. He is above all creation, even the angels. Are there people, ideas, goals, 

or possessions that occupy the central place in your life, crowding God out? 

Worship only God by allowing nothing to distract you from your devotion to him. 
 

 

• Angels do not marry.   

 

Matthew 22:30  

    For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are 

as the angels of God in heaven.  

 

The Sadducees asked Jesus what marriage would be like in heaven. Jesus said it 

was more important to understand God’s power than know what heaven will be 

like. In every generation and culture, ideas of eternal life tend to be based on 

images and experiences of present life. Jesus answered that these faulty ideas are 

caused by ignorance of God’s Word. We must not make up our own ideas about 

eternity and heaven by thinking of it and God in human terms. We should 

concentrate more on our relationship with God than about what heaven will look 

like. Eventually we will find out, and it will be far beyond our greatest 

expectations. 

 

Mark 12:25  

    For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in 

marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven.  

 

Jesus’ statement does not mean that people won’t recognize their partners in the 

coming kingdom. It simply means that God’s new order will not be an extension of 
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this life and that the same physical and natural rules won’t apply. Jesus’ comment 

in Mark 12:25 was not intended to be the final word on marriage in heaven. 

Instead, this response was Jesus’ refusal to answer the Sadducees’ riddle and fall 

into their trap. Sidestepping their question about the much-married woman, he 

gave a definitive answer to their question about the resurrection. 

 

The Sadducees’ real question was not about marriage but about the doctrine of 

resurrection. Because the Sadducees believed only in the Pentateuch (Genesis 

through Deuteronomy), Jesus quoted from Exodus 3:6 to prove that there is life 

after death. The Pharisees had overlooked this verse in their debates with the 

Sadducees. God spoke of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob years after their deaths as if 

they still lived. God’s covenant with all people exists beyond death.  

• Are obedient.   

 

Psalm 103:20  

    Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his 

commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.  

 

Everything everywhere is to praise the Lord: all angels—mighty ones and heavenly 

hosts—and all his works! Praising God means remembering all he has done for us 

(Psalm 103:2), fearing him and obeying his commands (Psalm 103:17-18), and 

doing his will (Psalm 103:21). Does your life praise the Lord? 
 

Matthew 6:10  

    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  

 

Luke 11:2  

    And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in 

heaven, so in earth.  

 

1 Peter 3:22  

    Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and 

authorities and powers being made subject unto him.  

 

 

Jude 1:1  

    Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are 

sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:  
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1 Peter 3:22  

    Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and 

authorities and powers being made subject unto him.  

 

 Jude 1:16  

    These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their 

mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration 

because of advantage.  

 

     

Chapter 4 
 

• Have knowledge of, and interest in, earthly affairs. 

 

 

Matthew 24:36  

    But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but 

my Father only.  

 

It is good that we don’t know exactly when Christ will return. If we knew the 

precise date, we might be tempted to be lazy in our work for Christ. Worse yet, we 

might plan to keep sinning and then turn to God right at the end. Heaven is not our 

only goal; we have work to do here. And we must keep on doing it until death or 

until we see the unmistakable return of our Savior. 

 

Luke 15:7  

    I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that 

repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no 

repentance.  

 

Luke 15:10  

    Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner that repenteth.  

 

The angels rejoice over a repentant sinner. Each individual is precious to God. He 

grieves over every loss and rejoices whenever one of his children is found and 

brought into the kingdom. Perhaps we would have more joy in our churches if we 

shared Jesus’ love and concern for the lost. 
 

   1 Tim. 5:21  
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I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect 

angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, 

doing nothing by partiality.  

 

“Elect angels” are all those angels who did not rebel against God like Satan did. 

 

 

 

We must be constantly on guard against favoritism, against giving preferential 

treatment to some and ignoring others. We live in a society that plays favorites. It’s 

easy to give special treatment to those who are gifted, intelligent, rich, or beautiful 

without realizing what we are doing. Make sure you honor people for who they are 

in Christ, not for who they are in the world. 

      

• To be judged by men.   

 

1 Cor. 6:3  

    Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to 

this life?  

 

As Christians, we have the Holy Spirit and the mind of Christ, so why should we 

turn to those who lack God’s wisdom? Because of all that we have been given as 

believers, and because of the authority that we will have in the future to judge the 

world and the angels, we should be able to deal with disputes among ourselves. 

The saints are believers. See John 5:22 and Rev. 3:21 for more on judging the 

world 

 

2 Peter 2:4  

    For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;  

 

If God did not spare angels, or people who lived before the flood, or the citizens of 

Sodom and Gomorrah, he would not spare these false teachers. Some people would 

have us believe that God will save all people because he is so loving. But it is 

foolish to think that he will cancel the last judgment. These three examples should 

warn us clearly that God judges sin and that unrepentant sinners cannot escape. 

 

Jude 1:6. 

Jude gave three examples of rebellion: (1) the children of Israel—who, although 

they were delivered from Egypt, refused to trust God and enter the promised land 
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(Numbers 14:26-39); (2) the angels—although they were once pure, holy, and 

living in God’s presence, some gave in to pride and joined Satan to rebel against 

God (2 Peter 2:4); and (3) the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah—the inhabitants 

were so full of sin that God wiped them off the face of the earth (Genesis 19:1-29).  

If the chosen people, angels, and sinful cities were punished, how much more 

would these false teachers be severely judged?  

 

• Are examples of meekness.   

 

2 Peter 2:11  

    Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing 

accusation against them before the Lord.  

 

Don’t take Satan and his supernatural powers of evil lightly, and don’t become 

arrogant about how defeated he will be. Although Satan will be destroyed 

completely, he is at work now trying to render Christians complacent and 

ineffective. 
 

 

 Jude 1:9  

    Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about 

the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, 

The Lord rebuke thee.  

 

• Are wise.  

 

2 Samuel 14:17  

    Then thine handmaid said, the word of my lord the king shall now be 

comfortable: for as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good 

and bad: therefore the Lord thy God will be with thee.  

 

  2 Samuel 14:20  

    To fetch about this form of speech hath thy servant Joab done this thing: and my 

lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things 

that are in the earth.  

 

• Mighty.   

 

Psalm 103:20  
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    Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, 

hearkening unto the voice of his word.  

 

Everything everywhere is to praise the Lord: all angels—mighty ones and heavenly 

hosts—and all his works!  

Praising God means remembering all he has done for us (Psalm 103:2), fearing 

him and obeying his commands (Psalm 103:17-18), and doing his will (Psalm 

103:21). Does your life praise the Lord? 
 

  

• Holy.  

 

Matthew 25:31  

    When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 

then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  

 

God will separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The real 

evidence of our belief is the way we act. To treat all persons we encounter as if 

they are Jesus is no easy task. What we do for others demonstrates what we really 

think about Jesus’ words to us—feed the hungry, give the homeless a place to stay, 

look after the sick. How well do your actions separate you from pretenders and 

unbelievers? 
 

 

Mark 8:38  

    Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he 

cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.  

 

Jesus constantly turns the world’s perspective upside down with talk of first and 

last, saving and losing. Here he gives us a choice. We can reject Jesus now and be 

rejected by him at his second coming, or we can accept him now and be accepted 

by him then. Rejecting Christ may help us escape shame for the time being, but it 

will guarantee an eternity of shame later. 

 

• Elect.   

 

1 Tim. 5:21  
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    I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that 

thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing 

nothing by partiality.  

 

Elect angels” are all those angels who did not rebel against God like Satan did. 

Chapter 5 

 

The Visible Presence of Angels 

 

 

• Innumerable.   

 

Deut. 33:2  

    And he said, The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he 

shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: 

from his right hand went a fiery law for them.  

 

2 Kings 6:17  

    And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. 

And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the 

mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.  

 

Elisha’s servant was no longer afraid when he saw God’s mighty heavenly army. 

Faith reveals that God is doing more for his people than we can ever realize 

through sight alone. When you face difficulties that seem insurmountable, 

remember that spiritual resources are there even if you can’t see them. Look 

through the eyes of faith and let God show you his resources. If you don’t see God 

working in your life, the problem may be your spiritual eyesight, not God’s power. 
 

 

Job 25:3  

    Is there any number of his armies? and upon whom doth not his light arise?  

 

Psalm 68:17  

    The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is 

among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.  

 

This psalm celebrates the final stages of a journey that began at Mount Sinai with 

the construction of the ark of the covenant and finally ended at Mount Zion (site of 
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the sanctuary), the chosen dwelling place of God among his people. It may 

describe the moving of the ark of the covenant into Jerusalem. 
 

 

Hebrews 12:22  

    But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,  

 

As Christians, we are citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem right now, because Christ 

rules our lives, the Holy Spirit is always with us, and we experience close 

fellowship with other believers. The full and ultimate rewards and reality of the 

heavenly Jerusalem are depicted in Rev. 21. 

 

 

    Jude 1:14  

    And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, 

the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  

 

Other places where Jesus is mentioned as coming with angels (“holy ones”) are 

Matthew 16:27 and Matthew 24:31. Daniel 7:10 speaks of God judging humanity 

in the presence of ten thousand times ten thousand angels. 

 

• Aspects of.   

 

Judges 13:6  

    And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, though thou detain me, I will not 

eat of thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto 

the Lord. For Manoah knew not that he was an angel of the Lord.  

 

Manoah’s wife was told that her son would begin the deliverance of Israel from 

Philistine oppression. It wasn’t until David’s day that the Philistine opposition was 

completely crushed (2 Samuel 8:1). Samson’s part in subduing the Philistines was 

just the beginning, but it was important nonetheless. It was the task God had given 

Samson to do. Be faithful in following God even if you don’t see instant results, 

because you might be beginning an important job that others will finish. 
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Isaiah 6:2  

    Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his 

face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.  

 

The throne, the attending seraphs or angels, and the threefold holy all stressed 

God’s holiness. Seraphs were a type of angel whose name is derived from the word 

for “burn,” perhaps indicating their purity as God’s ministers. In a time when 

moral and spiritual decay had peaked, it was important for Isaiah to see God in his 

holiness. Holiness means morally perfect, pure, and set apart from all sin. We also 

need to discover God’s holiness. Our daily frustrations, society’s pressures, and 

our shortcomings reduce and narrow our view of God. We need the Bible’s view of 

God as high and lifted up to empower us to deal with our problems and concerns. 

God’s moral perfection, properly seen, will purify us from sin, cleanse our minds 

from our problems, and enable us to worship and to serve. 

 

 

    Daniel 10:6  

    His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and 

his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in color to polished 

brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.  

 

The man seen by Daniel was a heavenly being. Some commentators believe that 

this was an appearance of Christ (see Rev. 1:13-15), while others think it was an 

angel (because he required Michael’s help— Daniel 10:13). In either case, Daniel 

caught a glimpse of the battle between good and evil supernatural powers. 

 

  Matthew 28:3  

    His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:  

 

    The stone was not rolled back so Jesus could get out, but so others could get in 

and see that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead, just as he had promised. 
 

 

  

 

Chapter 6 
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The Functions and Ministry of Angels 
 

 

• Guard the way to the tree of life.   

 

Genesis 3:24  

    So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the Garden of Eden 

Cherubim, and a flaming sword that turned every way, to keep the way of 

the tree of life.  

 

Life in the Garden of Eden was like living in heaven. Everything was perfect, and 

if Adam and Eve had obeyed God, they could have lived there forever. But after 

disobeying, Adam and Eve no longer deserved paradise, and God told them to 

leave. If they had continued to live in the garden and eat from the tree of life, they 

would have lived forever. But eternal life in a state of sin would mean forever 

trying to hide from God. Like Adam and Eve, all of us have sinned and are 

separated from fellowship with God. We do not have to stay separated, however. 

God is preparing a new earth as an eternal paradise for his people (see Rev. 22). 

 

The cherubim were mighty angels of the Lord. 

 

This is how Adam and Eve broke their relationship with God: (1) they became 

convinced their way was better than God’s; (2) they became self-conscious and 

hid; (3) they tried to excuse and defend themselves. To build a relationship with 

God we must reverse those steps: (1) we must drop our excuses and self-defenses; 

(2) we must stop trying to hide from God; (3) we must become convinced that 

God’s way is better than our way. 

 

• Law given by.  

 

Acts 7:52-53  

    Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain 

them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye 

have been now the betrayers and murderers: [53] Who have received the 

law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.  

     

Indeed many prophets were persecuted and killed: Uriah (Jeremiah 26:20-23); 

Jeremiah (Jeremiah 38:1-6); Isaiah (tradition says he was killed by King Manasseh; 

see 2 Kings 21:16); Amos (Amos 7:10-13); Zechariah (not the author of the Bible 

book, but the son of Jehoiada the priest, 2 Chron. 24:20-22); Elijah (1 Kings 19:1-
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2). Jesus also told a parable about how the Jews had constantly rejected God’s 

messages and persecuted his messengers (Luke 20:9-19). The Righteous One refers 

to the Messiah. 
 

 

Heaven will be like the Garden of Eden before the fall. 

 

Galatians 3:19  

    Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till 

the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained 

by angels in the hand of a mediator.  

 

The law has two functions. On the positive side, it reveals the nature and will of 

God and shows people how to live. On the negative side, it points out people’s sins 

and shows them that it is impossible to please God by trying to obey all his laws 

completely. God’s promise to Abraham dealt with Abraham’s faith; the law 

focuses on actions. The covenant with Abraham shows that faith is the only way to 

be saved; the law shows how to obey God in grateful response. Faith does not 

annul the law; but the more we know God, the more we see how sinful we are. 

Then we are driven to depend on our faith in Christ alone for our salvation. 

 

When God gave his promise to Abraham, he did it by himself alone, without 

angels or Moses as mediators. Although it is not mentioned in Exodus, Jews 

believed that the Ten Commandments had been given to Moses by angels (Stephen 

referred to this in his speech, see Acts 7:38, 53). Paul was showing the superiority 

of salvation and growth by faith over trying to be saved by keeping the Jewish 

laws. Christ is the best and only way given by God for us to come to him (1 Tim. 

2:5). 

 

 Hebrews 2:2  

    For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and 

disobedience received a just recompence of reward;  

“The message spoken by angels” refers to the teaching that angels, as messengers 

for God, had brought the law to Moses (see Galatians 3:19). A central theme of 

Hebrews is that Christ is infinitely greater than all other proposed ways to God. 

The author was saying that the faith of his Jewish readers was good, but faith must 

point to Christ. Just as Christ is greater than angels, so Christ’s message is more 

important than theirs. No one will escape God’s punishment if he or she is 

indifferent to the salvation offered by Christ. 
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Medium of revelation to prophets.   
 

2 Kings 1:15  

    And the angel of the Lord said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid 

of him. And he arose, and went down with him unto the king.  

 

Notice how the third captain went to Elijah. Although the first two captains called 

Elijah “man of God,” they were not being genuine—God was not in their hearts. 

The third captain also called him “man of God,” but he humbly begged for mercy. 

His attitude showed respect for God and his power and saved the lives of his men. 

Effective living begins with a right attitude toward God. Before religious words 

come to your mouth, make sure they are from your heart. Let respect, humility, and 

servanthood characterize your attitude toward God and others.  The angel of the 

Lord makes no mistakes. 

 

 

Daniel 4:13-17  

    I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an 

holy one came down from heaven; [14] He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew 

down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his 

fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his 

branches: [15] Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even 

with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be 

wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the 

grass of the earth: [16] Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a 

beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him. [17] 

This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word 

of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High 

ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and 

setteth up over it the basest of men.  

 

One of the most difficult lessons to learn is that God is sovereign. He is above all 

of those who are above us. He limits the power and authority of all the 

government, business, and religious leaders in the world. Those who live in 

freedom and with a relatively high degree of autonomy find this difficult to 

understand. While we may feel as though we are free to do what we please, God is 

sovereign over all of our plans and desires. 

 

Daniel 8:19  
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    And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of 

the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.  

 

The “time of the end,” in this case, refers to the whole period from the end of the 

exile until the second coming of Christ. Many of the events that would happen 

under Antiochus IV Epiphanes will be repeated on a broader scale just before 

Christ’s second coming. During these times, God deals with Israel in a radically 

different way, with divine discipline coming through Gentile nations. This period 

is sometimes referred to as the “times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24). 

 

   Daniel 9:21-27  

    Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen 

in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me 

about the time of the evening oblation. [22] And he informed me, and 

talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill 

and understanding. [23] At the beginning of thy supplications the 

commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art 

greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. 

[24] Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy 

city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 

reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 

seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. [25] Know 

therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 

restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven 

weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and 

the wall, even in troublous times. [26] And after threescore and two weeks 

shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince 

that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 

shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 

determined. [27] And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one 

week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 

oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make 

it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be 

poured upon the desolate.  

 

Daniel was crying out to the Lord. He had a deep concern for his nation and his 

people. So often our prayers are without passion and true compassion for others. 

Are you willing to pray by pouring out your deep feelings to God? 
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Daniel begged for mercy, not for help, because he knew that his people deserved 

God’s wrath and punishment. God sends his help, not because we deserve it, but 

because he wants to show great mercy. If God would refuse to help us because of 

our sin, how could we complain? But when he sends mercy when we deserve 

punishment, how can we withhold our praise and thanksgiving? 

 

Just as God answered Daniel’s prayer, so we can have confidence that God hears 

and answers our prayers. 

 

Each day of these 70 weeks (“seventy ‘sevens’ ”) may represent one year. The 

Bible often uses round numbers to make a point, not to give an exact count. For 

example, Jesus said we are to forgive others “seventy-seven” times (Matthew 

18:22). He did not mean a literal 77 times only, but that we should be abundantly 

forgiving. Similarly, some scholars see this figure of 70 weeks as a figurative time 

period. Others, however, interpret this time period as a literal 70 weeks or 490 

years, observing that Christ’s death came at the end of the 69 weeks (i.e., 483 years 

later). One interpretation places the 70 th week as the seven years of the great 

tribulation, still in the future. Consequently the number would symbolize both the 

first and second comings of Christ. 

 

A “trench” can mean a moat or a conduit for water. This shows that Jerusalem will 

be rebuilt as a complete, fully functioning city. 

 

 

   Daniel 10:10-20  

    And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the 

palms of my hands. [11] And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly 

beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for 

unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I 

stood trembling. [12] Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the 

first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself 

before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. [13] 

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: 

but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained 

there with the kings of Persia. [14] Now I am come to make thee 

understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision 

is for many days. [15] And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set 

my face toward the ground, and I became dumb. [16] And, behold, one like 

the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened my 

mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by 
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the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength. 

[17] For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as 

for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there 

breath left in me. [18] Then there came again and touched me one like the 

appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, [19] And said, O man 

greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. 

And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my 

lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me. [20] Then said he, Knowest thou 

wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince 

of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come.  

 

Daniel was frightened by this vision, but the messenger reassured him. Daniel lost 

his speech, but the messenger’s touch restored it. Daniel felt weak and helpless, but 

the messenger’s words strengthened him. God can bring us healing when we are 

hurt, peace when we are troubled, and strength when we are weak. Trust God to 

minister to you as he did to Daniel. 

 

Although God sent a messenger to Daniel, a powerful spiritual being (“prince of 

the Persian kingdom”) detained the messenger for three weeks. Daniel faithfully 

continued praying and fasting, and God’s messenger eventually arrived, assisted by 

Michael, the archangel. Answers to our prayers may be hindered by unseen 

obstacles. Don’t expect God’s answers to come too easily or too quickly. Evil 

forces, so pray fervently and pray earnestly. Then expect God to answer at the right 

time. 

 

The heavenly warfare was to be directed against Persia, and then Greece. Each of 

these nations was to have power over God’s people. Both Persia and Greece were 

represented by evil angelic “princes,” or demons. But God is in control of the past, 

present, and future, and he has all events recorded in his “Book of Truth.” 

 

Zech. 1:9-11  

    Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me 

said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. [10] And the man that stood 

among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the Lord 

hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. [11] And they answered the 

angel of the Lord that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have 

walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, 

and is at rest.  
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The man among the myrtle trees was the angel of the Lord (Zech. 1:11). The 

horses and their colors were symbols of God’s involvement in world governments. 

The full meaning of the colors is unknown, although the red horse is often 

associated with war and the white horse with final victory. 

 

The angel of the Lord saw that all the nations were secure and at peace while Israel 

was still oppressed and despised. But God was planning a change. He had released 

his people, and he would allow them to return and rebuild his temple. 

 

Seventy years was the time that God had decreed for Israel to remain in captivity 

(Jeremiah 25:11; Jeremiah 29:10). This time was over, and the angel asked God to 

act swiftly to complete the promised return of his people to Jerusalem. 

 

    Acts 8:26  

    And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the 

south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 

desert.  

 

Philip was having a successful preaching ministry to great crowds in Samaria (Acts 

8:5-8), but he obediently left that ministry to travel on a desert road. Because 

Philip went where God sent him, Ethiopia was opened up to the gospel. Follow 

God’s leading, even if it seems like a demotion. At first you may not understand 

his plans, but the results will prove that God’s way is right. 

  

Hebrews 2:2  

    For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and 

disobedience received a just recompence of reward;  

 

The message spoken by angels” refers to the teaching that angels, as messengers 

for God, had brought the law to Moses (see Galatians 3:19). A central theme of 

Hebrews is that Christ is infinitely greater than all other proposed ways to God. 

The author was saying that the faith of his Jewish readers was good, but faith must 

point to Christ. Just as Christ is greater than angels, so Christ’s message is more 

important than theirs. No one will escape God’s punishment if he or she is 

indifferent to the salvation offered by Christ. 

 

 

Rev. 1:1  
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    The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 

servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified 

it by his angel unto his servant John:  

 

Revelation is a book about the future and about the present. It offers future hope to 

all believers, especially those who have suffered for their faith, by proclaiming 

Christ’s final victory over evil and the reality of eternal life with him. It also gives 

present guidance as it teaches us about Jesus Christ and how we should live for 

him now. Through graphic pictures we learn that (1) Jesus Christ is coming again, 

(2) evil will be judged, and (3) the dead will be raised to judgment, resulting in 

eternal life or eternal destruction. 

 

According to tradition, John, the author, was the only one of Jesus’ original twelve 

disciples who was not killed for the faith. He also wrote the Gospel of John and the 

letters of 1, 2, and 3 John. When he wrote Revelation, John was in exile on the 

island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea, sent there by the Romans for his witness about 

Jesus Christ.  

This book is the revelation of, concerning, and from Jesus Christ. God gave the 

revelation of his plan to Jesus Christ, who, in turn, revealed it to John. The book of 

Revelation unveils Christ’s full identity and God’s plan for the end of the world, 

and it focuses on Jesus Christ, his second coming, his victory over evil, and the 

establishment of his kingdom. As you read and study Revelation, don’t focus so 

much on the timetable of the events or the details of John’s imagery that you miss 

the main message—the infinite love, power, and justice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The book of Revelation is apocalyptic (meaning uncovered, unveiled, or revealed) 

in style. This style of ancient literature usually featured spectacular and mysterious 

imagery, and such literature was written under the name of an ancient hero. John 

was acquainted with Jewish apocalyptic works, but his book is different in several 

ways: (1) he uses his own name rather than the name of an ancient hero; (2) he 

denounces evil and exhorts people to high Christian standards; (3) he offers hope 

rather than gloom. John was not a psychic attempting to predict the future; he was 

a prophet of God describing what God had shown him. 

 

 Jesus gave his message to John in a vision, allowing John to see and record certain 

future events so they could be an encouragement to all believers. The vision 

includes many signs and symbols that convey the essence of what is to happen. 

What John saw, in most cases, was indescribable, so he used illustrations to show 

what it was like. When reading this symbolic language, we don’t have to 
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understand every detail—John himself didn’t. Instead, realize that John’s imagery 

shows us that Christ is indeed the glorious and victorious Lord of all. 

 

The book of Revelation reveals future events, but there is not the gloomy 

pessimism we might expect. The drama of these unfolding events is spectacular, 

but there is nothing to fear if you are on the winning side. When you think about 

the future, walk with confidence because Christ, the victor, walks with you. 

 

Rev. 5:2-14  

    And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to 

open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? [3] And no man in heaven, 

nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to 

look thereon. [4] And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to 

open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. [5] And one of the 

elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the 

Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven 

seals thereof. [6] And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of 

the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been 

slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 

God sent forth into all the earth. [7] And he came and took the book out of 

the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. [8] And when he had taken 

the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the 

Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, 

which are the prayers of saints. [9] And they sung a new song, saying, 

Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou 

wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, 

and tongue, and people, and nation; [10] And hast made us unto our God 

kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. [11] And I beheld, and I 

heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and 

the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 

and thousands of thousands; [12] Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the 

Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 

strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. [13] And every creature 

which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in 

the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and 

glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 

Lamb for ever and ever. [14] And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four 

and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth forever and 

ever.  
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Angels are spiritual beings created by God who help carry out his work on earth. 

They bring messages (Luke 1:26-28), protect God’s people (Daniel 6:22), offer 

encouragement (Genesis 16:7ff), give guidance (Exodus 14:19), bring punishment 

(2 Samuel 24:16), patrol the earth (Ezekiel 1:9-14), and fight the forces of evil (2 

Kings 6:16-18; Rev. 20:1). There are both good and evil angels (Rev. 12:7), but 

because evil angels are allied with Satan, they have considerably less power and 

authority than good angels. Eventually, the main role of the good angels will be to 

offer continuous praise to God (see also Rev. 19:1-3). 
 

The scene in Rev. 5 shows us that only the Lamb, Jesus Christ, is worthy to open 

the scroll (the events of history). Jesus, not Satan, holds the future. Jesus Christ is 

in control, and he alone is worthy to set into motion the events of the last days of 

history. 

 

 

    Rev. 7:3  

    Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed 

the servants of our God in their foreheads.  

 

God’s seal is placed on the foreheads of his servants. This seal is the exact opposite 

of the mark of the beast explained in Rev. 13:16. These two marks place the people 

in two distinct categories—those owned by God and those owned by Satan. 

  

Rev. 7:11-17  

    And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the 

four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 

[12] Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 

and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 

Amen. [13] And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are 

these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? [14] And I 

said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which 

came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb. [15] Therefore are they before the throne 

of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on 

the throne shall dwell among them. [16] They shall hunger no more, 

neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 

[17] For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 

shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away 

all tears from their eyes.  
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“The great tribulation” has been explained in several ways. Some believe it refers 

to the suffering of believers through the ages; others believe that there is a specific 

time of intense tribulation yet to come. In either case, these believers come through 

their times of suffering by remaining loyal to God. Because they remain faithful, 

God will give them eternal life with him (Rev. 7:17). 

 

It is difficult to imagine how blood could make any cloth white, but the blood of 

Jesus Christ is the world’s greatest purifier because it removes the stain of sin. 

White symbolizes sinless perfection or holiness, which can be given to people only 

by the death of the sinless Lamb of God on our behalf. This is a picture of how we 

are saved through faith (see Isaiah 1:18; Romans 3:21-26). 
 

God will provide for his children’s needs in their eternal home where there will be 

no hunger, thirst, or pain, and he will wipe away all tears. When you are suffering 

or torn apart by sorrow, take comfort in this promise of complete protection and 

relief. 

 

In Rev. 7:1-8 we see the believers receiving a seal to protect them through a time 

of great tribulation and suffering; in Rev. 7:9-17 we see the believers finally with 

God in heaven. All who have been faithful through the ages are singing before 

God’s throne. Their tribulations and sorrows are over: no more tears for sin, for all 

sins are forgiven; no more tears for suffering, for all suffering is over; no more 

tears for death, for all believers have been resurrected to die no more. 

 

    Rev. 8:2  

    And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given 

seven trumpets.  

 

When the seventh seal is opened, the seven trumpet judgments are revealed. In the 

same way, the seventh trumpet will announce the seven bowl judgments in Rev. 

11:15 and Rev. 16:1-21. The trumpet judgments, like the seal judgments, are only 

partial. God’s final and complete judgment has not yet come. 

 

Rev. 20:15  

    And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the 

lake of fire.  

 

At the judgment, the books are opened. They represent God’s judgment, and in 

them are recorded the deeds of everyone, good or evil. We are not saved by deeds, 

but deeds are seen as clear evidence of a person’s actual relationship with God. 
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The book of life contains the names of those who have put their trust in Christ to 

save them. 

 

Death and Hades are thrown into the lake of fire. God’s judgment is finished. The 

lake of fire is the ultimate destination of everything wicked—Satan, the beast, the 

false prophet, the demons, death, Hades, and all those whose names are not 

recorded in the book of life because they did not place their faith in Jesus Christ. 

John’s vision does not permit any gray areas in God’s judgment. If by faith we 

have not identified with Christ, confessing him as Lord, there will be no hope, no 

second chance, no other appeal. 

• Remonstrates with Balaam.   

 

Numbers 22:22-27  

    And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the Lord stood 

in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and 

his two servants were with him. [23] And the ass saw the angel of the Lord 

standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass turned aside 

out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her 

into the way. [24] But the angel of the Lord stood in a path of the vineyards, a 

wall being on this side, and a wall on that side. [25] And when the ass saw the 

angel of the Lord, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot 

against the wall: and he smote her again. [26] And the angel of the Lord went 

further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the 

right hand or to the left. [27] And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she 

fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the 

ass with a staff.  

 

God let Balaam go with Balak’s messengers, but he was angry about Balaam’s 

greedy attitude. Balaam claimed that he would not go against God just for money, 

but his resolve was beginning to slip. His greed for the wealth offered by the king 

blinded him so that he could not see how God was trying to stop him. Though we 

may know what God wants us to do, we can become blinded by the desire for 

money, possessions, or prestige. We can avoid Balaam’s mistake by looking past 

the allure of fame or fortune to the long-range benefits of following God. 

 

God let Balaam go with Balak’s messengers, but he was angry about Balaam’s 

greedy attitude. Balaam claimed that he would not go against God just for 

money, but his resolve was beginning to slip. His greed for the wealth offered 

by the king blinded him so that he could not see how God was trying to stop 
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him. Though we may know what God wants us to do, we can become blinded 

by the desire for money, possessions, or prestige. 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 7 

 

Angels give announcements and warnings 

 

    • Announces the birth of Samson.  
 

Judges 13:1-25  

    And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord 

delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.  

    [2] And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose 

name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not. [3] And the angel 

of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art 

barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. [4] Now 

therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not 

any unclean thing: [5] For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no 

razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from 

the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the 

Philistines.  

    [6] Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A man of God came 

unto me, and his countenance was like the countenance of an angel of God, 

very terrible: but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me his name: 

[7] But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and now 

drink no wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing: for the child 

shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death.  

    [8] Then Manoah intreated the Lord, and said, O my Lord, let the man of God 

which thou didst send come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto 

the child that shall be born. [9] And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; 

and the angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat in the field: but 

Manoah her husband was not with her. [10] And the woman made haste, and 

ran, and shewed her husband, and said unto him, Behold, the man hath 

appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day. [11] And Manoah arose, 

and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the 

man that spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am. [12] And Manoah said, 

Now let thy words come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how shall 
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we do unto him? [13] And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, Of all that 

I said unto the woman let her beware. [14] She may not eat of any thing that 

cometh of the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any 

unclean thing: all that I commanded her let her observe.  

    [15] And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, I pray thee, let us detain thee, 

until we shall have made ready a kid for thee. [16] And the angel of the Lord 

said unto Manoah, though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and if 

thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the Lord. For Manoah 

knew not that he was an angel of the Lord. [17] And Manoah said unto the 

angel of the Lord, What is thy name, that when thy sayings come to pass we 

may do thee honour? [18] And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Why 

askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret? [19] So Manoah took a kid 

with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the Lord: and the angel 

did wonderously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. [20] For it came to 

pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel 

of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife 

looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground. [21] But the angel of the 

Lord did no more appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that 

he was an angel of the Lord. [22] And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall 

surely die, because we have seen God. [23] But his wife said unto him, If the 

Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt offering and 

a meat offering at our hands, neither would he have shewed us all these 

things, nor would as at this time have told us such things as these.  

    [24] And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child 

grew, and the Lord blessed him. [25] And the Spirit of the Lord began to 

move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.  

 

• Announces the birth of John the Baptist.   

 

Luke 1:11-20  

    And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of 

the altar of incense. [12] And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and 

fear fell upon him. [13] But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for 

thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt 

call his name John. [14] And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall 

rejoice at his birth. [15] For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall 

drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy 

Ghost, even from his mother's womb. [16] And many of the children of Israel 

shall he turn to the Lord their God. [17] And he shall go before him in the 

spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and 
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the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for 

the Lord. [18] And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? 

for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. [19] And the angel 

answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and 

am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. [20] And, 

behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these 

things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall 

be fulfilled in their season.  

 

 Angels are spirit beings who live in God’s presence and do his will. Only two 

angels are mentioned by name in Scripture—Michael and Gabriel—but there are 

many who act as God’s messengers. Here, Gabriel (Luke 1:19) delivered a special 

message to Zechariah. This was not a dream or a vision. The angel appeared in 

visible form and spoke audible words to the priest. 
 

 Zechariah, while burning incense on the altar, was also praying, perhaps for a son 

or for the coming of the Messiah. In either case, his prayer was answered. He 

would soon have a son, who would prepare the way for the Messiah. God answers 

prayer in his own way and in his own time. He worked in an “impossible” 

situation—Zechariah’s wife was barren—to bring about the fulfillment of all the 

prophecies concerning the Messiah. If we want to have our prayers answered, we 

must be open to what God can do in impossible situations. And we must wait for 

God to work in his way, in his time. 

   

John was set apart for special service to God. He may have been forbidden to drink 

wine as part of the Nazirite vow, an ancient vow of consecration to God (see 

Numbers 6:1-8). Samson (Judges 13) was under the Nazirite vow, and Samuel may 

have been also (1 Samuel 1:11). 

 

• Announces the birth of Jesus.   

 

Matthew 1:20-21  

    But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 

unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto 

thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

[21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he 

shall save his people from their sins.  

The conception and birth of Jesus Christ are supernatural events beyond human 

logic or reasoning. Because of this, God sent angels to help certain people 
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understand the significance of what was happening (see Matthew 2:13, 19; Luke 

1:11, 26; Luke 2:9). 

 

Angels are spiritual beings created by God who help carry out his work on earth. 

They bring God’s messages to people (Luke 1:26), protect God’s people (Daniel 

6:22), offer encouragement (Genesis 16:7ff), give guidance (Exodus 14:19), carry 

out punishment (2 Samuel 24:16), patrol the earth (Zech. 1:9-14), and fight the 

forces of evil (2 Kings 6:16-18; Rev. 20:1-2). There are both good and bad angels 

(Rev. 12:7), but because bad angels are allied with the devil, or Satan, they have 

considerably less power and authority than good angels. Eventually the main role 

of angels will be to offer continuous praise to God (Rev. 7:11-12). 

 

The angel declared to Joseph that Mary’s child was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and would be a son. This reveals an important truth about Jesus—he is both God 

and human. The infinite, unlimited God took on the limitations of humanity so he 

could live and die for the salvation of all who would believe in him. 

  

    Luke 2:7-15  

    And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 

and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. [8] 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. [9] And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 

afraid. [10] And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 

good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. [11] For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. [12] 

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. [13] And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, [14] Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. [15] And it 

came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 

this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  

 

 

Jesus was probably one or two years old when the Magi found him. By this time, 

Mary and Joseph were married, living in a house, and intending to stay in 

Bethlehem for a while. For more on why Joseph and Mary stayed, see the note on 

+Luke 2:39. 
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The Magi gave these expensive gifts because they were worthy presents for a 

future king. Bible students have seen in the gifts symbols of Christ’s identity and 

what he would accomplish. Gold was a gift for a king; incense, a gift for deity; 

myrrh, a spice for a person who was going to die. These gifts may have provided 

the financial resources for the trip to Egypt and back. 

 

The Magi brought gifts and worshiped Jesus for who he was. This is the essence of 

true worship—honoring Christ for who he is and being willing to give him what is 

valuable to you. Worship God because he is the perfect, just, and almighty Creator 

of the universe, worthy of the best you have to give. 

 

After finding Jesus and worshiping him, the Magi were warned by God not to 

return through Jerusalem as they had intended. Finding Jesus may mean that your 

life must take a different direction, one that is responsive and obedient to God’s 

Word. Are you willing to be led a different way? 
 

 

     

• Warns Joseph to escape to Egypt.   

 

Matthew 2:13  

    And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph 

in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee 

into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the 

young child to destroy him.  

 

Going to Egypt was not unusual because there were colonies of Jews in several 

major Egyptian cities. These colonies had developed during the time of the great 

captivity (see Jeremiah 43-44). There is an interesting parallel between this flight 

to Egypt and Israel’s history. As an infant nation, Israel went to Egypt, just as 

Jesus did as a child. God led Israel out (Hosea 11:1); God brought Jesus back. Both 

events show God working to save his people. 
 

 

 

 

• Minister to Jesus after the temptation.   

 

Matthew 4:11  

    Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.  
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Mark 1:13  

    And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with 

the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.  

 

Jesus left the crowds and went into the desert where he was tempted by Satan. 

Temptation is bad for us only when we give in. We should not hate or resent times 

of inner testing, because through them God can strengthen our character and teach 

us valuable lessons. When you face Satan and must deal with his temptations and 

the turmoil he brings, remember Jesus. He used God’s Word against Satan and 

won. You can do the same. 

 

Satan is an angel who rebelled against God. He is real, not symbolic, and is 

constantly working against God and those who obey him. Satan tempted Eve in the 

garden and persuaded her to sin; he tempted Jesus in the desert and did not 

persuade him to fall. To be tempted is not a sin. Tempting others or giving in to 

temptation is sin. For a more detailed account of Jesus’ temptation, read Matthew 

4:1-11. 

 

To identify fully with human beings, Jesus had to endure Satan’s temptations. 

Although Jesus is God, he is also man. And as fully human, he was not exempt 

from Satan’s attacks. Because Jesus faced temptations and overcame them, he can 

assist us in two important ways: (1) as an example of how to face temptation 

without sinning, and (2) as a helper who knows just what we need because he went 

through the same experience. (See Hebrews 4:16 for more on Jesus and 

temptation.) 

 

 

 John 1:51  

    And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see 

heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 

of man.  

 

 

This is a reference to Jacob’s dream recorded in Genesis 28:12. As the unique 

God-man, Jesus would be the ladder between heaven and earth. Jesus is not saying 

that this would be a physical experience (that they would see the ladder with their 

eyes) like the transfiguration, but that they would have spiritual insight into Jesus’ 

true nature and purpose for coming. 
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• Minister to Jesus during his passion. 

 

Luke 22:43  

    And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.  

 

• Present at the tomb of Jesus.   

 

Matthew 28:2-6  

    And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended 

from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon 

it. [3] His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: [4] 

And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. [5] And 

the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye 

seek Jesus, which was crucified. [6] He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. 

Come, see the place where the Lord lay.  

 

The angel who announced the good news of the resurrection to the women gave 

them four messages: (1) Do not be afraid. The reality of the resurrection brings 

joy, not fear. When you are afraid, remember the empty tomb. (2) He is not here. 

Jesus is not dead and is not to be looked for among the dead. He is alive, with his 

people. (3) Come and see. The women could check the evidence themselves. The 

tomb was empty then, and it is empty today. The resurrection is a historical fact. 

(4) Go quickly and tell. They were to spread the joy of the resurrection. We too are 

to spread the great news about Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

Jesus’ resurrection is the key to the Christian faith. Why? (1) Just as he promised, 

Jesus rose from the dead. We can be confident, therefore, that he will accomplish 

all he has promised. (2) Jesus’ bodily resurrection shows us that the living Christ is 

ruler of God’s eternal kingdom, not a false prophet or imposter. (3) We can be 

certain of our resurrection because he was resurrected. Death is not the end—there 

is future life. (4) The power that brought Jesus back to life is available to us to 

bring our spiritually dead selves back to life. (5) The resurrection is the basis for 

the church’s witness to the world. Jesus is more than just a human leader; he is the 

Son of God. 

 

• Present at the ascension.   

 

Acts 1:11  
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    Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this 

same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 

manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.  

 

It was important for the disciples to see Jesus taken up into heaven. Then they 

knew without a doubt that he was God and that his home was in heaven. 

 

After 40 days with his disciples (Acts 1:3), Jesus returned to heaven. The two men 

dressed in white were angels who proclaimed to the disciples that one day Jesus 

would return in the same way he went—bodily and visibly. History is not 

haphazard or cyclical; it is moving toward a specific point—the return of Jesus to 

judge and rule over the earth. We should be ready for his sudden return (1 Thes. 

5:2), not by standing around “looking into the sky,” but by working hard to share 

the gospel so that others will be able to share in God’s great blessings. 
 

 

• Will be with Christ at his second coming.   

 

Matthew 25:31  

    When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 

then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  

 

Mark 8:38  

    Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he 

cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.  

 

Jesus constantly turns the world’s perspective upside down with talk of first and 

last, saving and losing. Here he gives us a choice.  

 

We can reject Jesus now and be rejected by him at his second coming, or we can 

accept him now and be accepted by him then. Rejecting Christ may help us escape 

shame for the time being, but it will guarantee an eternity of shame later. 

 

2 Thes. 1:7  

    And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 

from heaven with his mighty angels,  

 

Jude 1:14-15  
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    And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, 

the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, [15] To execute judgment 

upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 

deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 

which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.  

 

At the judgment.   
 

Matthew 13:39  

    The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and 

the reapers are the angels.  

     

Matthew 13:41  

    The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his 

kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity;  

 

At the end of the world, angels will separate the evil from the good. There are true 

and false believers in churches today, but we should be cautious in our judgments 

because only Christ is qualified to make the final separation. If you start judging, 

you may damage some of the good “plants.” It’s more important to judge our own 

response to God than to analyze others’ responses. 

 

Jesus often uses these terms to refer to the coming judgment. The weeping 

indicates sorrow or remorse, and gnashing of teeth shows extreme anxiety or pain. 

Those who say they don’t care what happens to them after they die don’t realize 

what they are saying. They will be punished for living in selfishness and 

indifference to God. 

 

Matthew 13:49  

    So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the 

wicked from among the just,  

 

Matthew 16:27  

    For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and 

then he shall reward every man according to his works.  

 

Matthew 25:31  

    When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 

then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  
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Mark 13:27  

    And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the 

four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of 

heaven.  

 

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 8 
 

Angels Minister to the righteous 

 

 

• Ministrant to the righteous.  

 

Genesis 16:7  

    And the angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by 

the fountain in the way to Shur.  

 



 48 

Hagar was running away from her mistress and her problem. The angel of the Lord 

gave her this advice: (1) to return and face Sarai, the cause of her problem, and (2) 

to submit to her. Hagar needed to work on her attitude toward Sarai, no matter how 

justified it may have been. Running away from our problems rarely solves them. It 

is wise to return to our problems, face them squarely, accept God’s promise of 

help, correct our attitudes, and act as we should. 

 

Genesis 24:7  

    The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and from the 

land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, 

Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and 

thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.  

 

Abraham wanted Isaac to stay in Canaan, but he didn’t want him to marry one of 

the local girls. This contrasts to the way Hagar selected a wife for Ishmael in 

Genesis 21:21. To have Isaac stay and marry, or send him back to marry a relative 

would have been easier. But Abraham wanted to obey God in the who as well as in 

the where. Make your obedience full and complete. 

 

 

 Genesis 24:40  

    And he said unto me, The Lord, before whom I walk, will send his angel with 

thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my 

kindred, and of my father's house:  

 

Exodus 23:20  

    Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee 

into the place which I have prepared.  

 

    Exodus 23:23  

    For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and 

the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hivites, and the 

Jebusites: and I will cut them off.  

 

Who was this angel that went with the Israelites? Most likely the angel was a 

manifestation of God. God was in the angel in the same way he was present in the 

pillars of cloud and fire (Exodus 13:21-22). “My Name is in him” means the 

essential nature and power of God were made known in this angel. 

 

    Exodus 32:34  
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    Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto 

thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I 

visit I will visit their sin upon them.  

 

    Exodus 33:2  

    And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the 

Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:  

 

One of the functions of angels is to watch over believers (Hebrews 1:14).  

 

Numbers 20:16  

    And when we cried unto the Lord, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and 

hath brought us forth out of Egypt: and, behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the 

uttermost of thy border:  

 

Psalm 91:11-12  

    For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. [12] 

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.  

 

There are examples of guardian angels in Scripture (1 Kings 19:5; Daniel 6:22; 

Matthew 18:10; Luke 16:22; Acts 12:7), although there is no indication that one 

angel is assigned to each believer. Angels can also be God’s messengers (Matthew 

2:13; Acts 27:23-24). Angels are not visible, except on special occasions (Numbers 

22:31; Luke 2:9). Psalm 91:11-12 were quoted by Satan when he tempted Jesus 

(Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:10-11). It is comforting to know that God watches over us 

even in times of great stress and fear. 

 

Psalm 104:4  

    Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:  

 

This psalm is a poetic summary of God’s creation of the world as found in the first 

chapter of Genesis. What God created each day is mentioned by the psalmist as a 

reason to praise God. On day one, God created light (Psalm 104:1-2; Genesis 1:3); 

day two, the heavens and the waters (Psalm 104:2-3; Genesis 1:6); day three, land 

and vegetation (Psalm 104:6-18; Genesis 1:9-13); day four, the sun, moon, and 

stars (Psalm 104:19-23; Genesis 1:14-16); day five, fish and birds (Psalm 104:25-

26; Genesis 1:20-23); and on day six, animals, man, and food to sustain them 

(Psalm 104:21-24, 27-30; Genesis 1:24-31). God’s act of creation deserves the 

praise of all people. 
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Eccles. 5:6  

    Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, 

that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the 

work of thine hands?  

 

  Isaiah 63:9  

    In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them 

all the days of old.  

 

  Daniel 6:22  

    My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not 

hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before 

thee, O king, have I done no hurt.  

 

The man or woman who trusts in God and obeys his will is untouchable until God 

takes him or her. To trust God is to have immeasurable peace. God, who delivered 

Daniel, will deliver you. Do you trust him with your life? 

 

  Daniel 7:10  

    A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands 

ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the 

judgment was set, and the books were opened.  

 

Daniel saw God judging millions of people as they stood before him. We all must 

stand before almighty God and give an account of our lives. If your life were 

judged by God today, what would he say about it? How would he measure it 

against his will for us? We should live each day with the full awareness that we 

must appear before God to give account for how we used our lives. How will your 

life measure up? 

 

Matthew 4:6  

    And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is 

written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they 

shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.  

 

Luke 4:10-11  

    For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: [11] 

And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 

against a stone.  
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John 1:51  

    And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see 

heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 

man.  

 

John 5:4  

    For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: 

whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of 

whatsoever disease he had.  

 

Acts 5:19-20  

    But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them 

forth, and said, [20] Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words 

of this life.  

 

Acts 10:3-6  

    He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God 

coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. [4] And when he looked on him, 

he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and 

thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. [5] And now send men to 

Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: [6] He lodgeth with one 

Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou 

oughtest to do.  

God saw Cornelius’s sincere faith. His prayers and generous giving were a 

“memorial offering before God,” a sacrificial offering to the Lord. God answers 

the sincere prayers of those who seek him by sending the right person or the right 

information at the right time. 
 

 

  Acts 12:7-10  

    And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the 

prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. 

And his chains fell off from his hands. [8] And the angel said unto him, Gird 

thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy 

garment about thee, and follow me. 

 [9] And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was 

done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. [10] When they were past the first 

and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which 
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opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one 

street; and forthwith the angel departed from him.  

 

God sent an angel to rescue Peter. Angels are God’s messengers. They are divinely 

created beings with supernatural powers, and they sometimes take on human 

appearance in order to talk to people. Angels should not be worshiped, because 

they are not divine. They are God’s servants, just as we are. 

 

  Hebrews 1:7  

    And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a 

flame of fire.  

 

Hebrews 1:14  

    Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be 

heirs of salvation?  

 

Angels are God’s messengers, spiritual beings created by God and under his 

authority (Col. 1:16). They have several functions: serving believers (Hebrews 

1:14), protecting the helpless (Matthew 18:10), proclaiming God’s messages (Rev. 

14:6-12), and executing God’s judgment (Acts 12:1-23; Rev. 20:1-3). 
 

 

 

Hebrews 13:2  

    Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 

unawares.  

 

Real love for others produces tangible actions: (1) kindness to strangers (Hebrews 

13:2); (2) empathy for those who are in prison and those who have been mistreated 

(Hebrews 13:3); (3) respect for your marriage vows (Hebrews 13:4); and (4) 

contentment with what you have (Hebrews 13:5). Make sure that your love runs 

deep enough to affect your hospitality, empathy, fidelity, and contentment. 
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Chapter 9 

 

Angles execute judgments upon the wicked 
 

 

• Execute judgments upon the wicked.   

 

Genesis 19:1-25  

    And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: 

and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face 

toward the ground; [2] And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, 

into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall 

rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in 

the street all night. [3] And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in 

unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake 

unleavened bread, and they did eat.  

    [4] But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, 

compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every 

quarter: [5] And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men 
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which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know 

them. [6] And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, 

[7] And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. [8] Behold now, I have 

two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out 

unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do 

nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof. [9] And they 

said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and 

he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. 

And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the 

door. [10] But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to 

them, and shut to the door. [11] And they smote the men that were at the door 

of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied 

themselves to find the door.  

    [12] And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy 

sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out 

of this place: [13] For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is 

waxen great before the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy 

it. [14] And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his 

daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy 

this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.  

    [15] And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, 

take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in 

the iniquity of the city. [16] And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his 

hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; 

the Lord being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him 

without the city.  

    [17] And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, 

Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; 

escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. [18] And Lot said unto them, 

Oh, not so, my Lord: [19] Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy 

sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in 

saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, 

and I die: [20] Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: 

Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live. [21] 

And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, 

that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken. [22] Haste 

thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. 

Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.  

    [23] The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. [24] Then the 

Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the 
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Lord out of heaven; [25] And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and 

all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.  

 

 2 Samuel 19:35  

    I am this day fourscore years old: and can I discern between good and evil? can 

thy servant taste what I eat or what I drink? can I hear any more the voice of 

singing men and singing women? wherefore then should thy servant be yet a 

burden unto my lord the king?  

 

2 Samuel 24:16-17  

    And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the 

Lord repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, 

It is enough: stay now thine hand. And the angel of the Lord was by the 

threshingplace of Araunah the Jebusite.  

 

 

[17] And David spake unto the Lord when he saw the angel that smote the people, 

and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what 

have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my 

father's house.  

 

2 Chron. 32:21  

    And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the 

leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with 

shame of face to his own land. And when he was come into the house of his 

god, they that came forth of his own bowels slew him there with the sword.  

 

Psalm 35:5-6  

    Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the Lord chase them. 

[6] Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the Lord persecute 

them.  

 

Isaiah 37:36  

    Then the angel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a 

hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the 

morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.  

 

Matthew 13:41-42  
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    The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his 

kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; [42] And shall 

cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  

 

At the end of the world, angels will separate the evil from the good. There are true 

and false believers in churches today, but we should be cautious in our judgments 

because only Christ is qualified to make the final separation. If you start judging, 

you may damage some of the good “plants.” It’s more important to judge our own 

response to God than to analyze others’ responses. 

 

Jesus often uses these terms to refer to the coming judgment. The weeping 

indicates sorrow or remorse, and gnashing of teeth shows extreme anxiety or pain. 

Those who say they don’t care what happens to them after they die don’t realize 

what they are saying. They will be punished for living in selfishness and 

indifference to God. 

 

 

Those who receive God’s favor stand in bright contrast to those who receive his 

judgment.  

 

    Matthew 13:49-50  

    So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the 

wicked from among the just, [50] And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: 

there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  

 

We are to obey God and tell others about his grace and goodness, but we cannot 

dictate who is part of the kingdom of heaven and who is not. This sorting will be 

done at the last judgment by those infinitely more qualified than we. 

 

Acts 12:23  

    And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the 

glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.  

 

    Acts 27:23-24  

    For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I 

serve, [24] Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, 

lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.  

 

    Jude 1:14-15  
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    And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, 

the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, [15] To execute judgment 

upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 

deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 

which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.  

 

Jude 1:14-15  

    And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, 

the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, [15] To execute judgment 

upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 

deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 

which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.  

 

Rev. 7:1-2  

    And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the 

earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on 

the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. [2] And I saw another angel 

ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a 

loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the 

sea,  

 

Rev. 9:15  

    And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, 

and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.  

 

Rev. 15:1  

    And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the 

seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.  
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Chapter 10 

 

 

• Appearances of angels in the Old Testament 

 

 

• To Abraham.   

 

Genesis 18:2  

    And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and 

when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed 

himself toward the ground,  

 

Despite God’s swift judgment of sin, most people ignored him and continued to 

sin. But a handful of people really tried to follow him. One of these was Abraham. 

God appeared to Abraham one day and promised to make his descendants into a 

great nation. Abraham’s part of the agreement was to obey God. Through sharp 

testing and an incident that almost destroyed his family, Abraham remained 

faithful to God. Throughout this section we discover how to live a life of faith. 

 

When God called him, Abram moved out in faith from Ur to Haran and finally to 

Canaan. God then established a covenant with Abram, telling him that he would 

found a great nation. Not only would this nation be blessed, God said, but the other 

nations of the earth would be blessed through Abram’s descendants. Israel, the 

nation that would come from Abram, was to follow God and influence those with 

whom it came in contact. Through Abram’s family tree, Jesus Christ was born to 
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save humanity. Through Christ, people can have a personal relationship with God 

and be blessed beyond measure. 

 

God promised to bless Abram and make him great, but there was one condition. 

Abram had to do what God wanted him to do. This meant leaving his home and 

friends and traveling to a new land where God promised to build a great nation 

from Abram’s family. Abram obeyed, walking away from his home for God’s 

promise of even greater blessings in the future. God may be trying to lead you to a 

place of greater service and usefulness for him. Don’t let the comfort and security 

of your present position make you miss God’s plan for you. 

 

 

Genesis 22:11-18  

    And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, 

Abraham: and he said, Here am I. [12] And he said, Lay not thine hand 

upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou 

fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 

[13] And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a 

ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, 

and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. [14] And 

Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this 

day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.  

 

    [15] And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second 

time, [16] And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because 

thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 

[17] That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 

thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea 

shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; [18] And in thy 

seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed 

my voice.  

 

Why did God ask Abraham to perform human sacrifice? Pagan nations practiced 

human sacrifice, but God condemned this as a terrible sin (Leviticus 20:1-5). God 

did not want Isaac to die, but he wanted Abraham to sacrifice Isaac in his heart so 

it would be clear that Abraham loved God more than he loved his promised and 

long-awaited son. God was testing Abraham. The purpose of testing is to 

strengthen our character and deepen our commitment to God and his perfect 

timing. Through this difficult experience, Abraham strengthened his commitment 

to obey God. He also learned about God’s ability to provide. 
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• To Hagar, in the wilderness.   

 

Genesis 16:7  

    And the angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, 

by the fountain in the way to Shur.  

 

Hagar was running away from her mistress and her problem. The angel of the Lord 

gave her this advice: (1) to return and face Sarai, the cause of her problem, and (2) 

to submit to her. 

 Hagar needed to work on her attitude toward Sarai, no matter how justified it may 

have been. Running away from our problems rarely solves them. It is wise to 

return to our problems, face them squarely, accept God’s promise of help, correct 

our attitudes, and act as we should. 

 

• To Lot, in Sodom.   

 

Genesis 19:1-17  

    And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: 

and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face 

toward the ground; [2] And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into 

your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up 

early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all 

night. [3] And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and 

entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, 

and they did eat.  

    [4] But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, 

compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: 

[5] And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in 

to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them. [6] And Lot 

went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, [7] And said, I pray 

you, brethren, do not so wickedly. [8] Behold now, I have two daughters which 

have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to 

them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came 

they under the shadow of my roof. [9] And they said, Stand back. And they said 

again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will 

we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, 

even Lot, and came near to break the door. [10] But the men put forth their hand, 

and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door. [11] And they smote 
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the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so 

that they wearied themselves to find the door.  

    [12] And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy 

sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of 

this place: [13] For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen 

great before the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it. [14] And 

Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and 

said, Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city. But he 

seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.  

    [15] And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, 

take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the 

iniquity of the city. [16] And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, 

and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord 

being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.  

    [17] And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, 

Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape 

to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.  

 

The gateway of the city was the meeting place for city officials and other men to 

discuss current events and transact business. It was a place of authority and status 

where a person could see and be seen. Evidently Lot held an important position in 

the government or associated with those who did because the angels found him at 

the city gate. Perhaps Lot’s status in Sodom was one reason he was so reluctant to 

leave (Genesis 19:16, 18-22). 

 

God promised to spare Sodom if only ten righteous people lived there (Genesis 

18:32). Obviously not even ten could be found, because the angels arrived to 

destroy the city. Archaeological evidence points to an advanced civilization in this 

area during Abraham’s day. Most researchers also confirm some kind of sudden 

and devastating destruction. It is now widely thought that the buried city lies 

beneath the waters of the southern end of the Dead Sea. The story of Sodom 

reveals that the people of Lot’s day had to deal with the same kinds of repulsive 

sins the world faces today. We should follow Abraham’s example of trusting God. 

His selfless faith contrasts with the self-gratifying people of Sodom. 

 

Lot hesitated, so the angel grasped his hand and rushed him to safety. Lot did not 

want to abandon the wealth, position, and comfort he enjoyed in Sodom. It is easy 

to criticize Lot for being hypnotized by Sodom when the choice seems so clear to 

us. To be wiser than Lot, we must see that our hesitation to obey stems from the 

false attractions of our culture’s pleasures. 
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• To Jacob, in his various visions.   

 

Genesis 28:12  

    And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 

reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.  

Jacob did everything, both right and wrong, with great zeal. He deceived his own 

brother Esau and his father Isaac. He wrestled with an angel and worked fourteen 

years to marry the woman he loved. Through Jacob we learn how a strong leader 

can also be a servant. We also see how wrong actions will always come back to 

haunt us. 

 

God’s covenant promise to Abraham and Isaac was offered to Jacob as well. But it 

was not enough to be Abraham’s grandson; Jacob had to establish his own personal 

relationship with God. God has no grandchildren; each of us must have a personal 

relationship with him. It is not enough to hear wonderful stories about Christians in 

your family. You need to become part of the story yourself (see Galatians 3:6-7). 

 

• To Moses.  Exodus 3:2 

 

Exodus 3:2  

    And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst 

of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was 

not consumed.  

 

 • To Israelites.   

 

Exodus 14:19  

    And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went 

behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood 

behind them:  

 

There was no apparent way of escape, but the Lord opened up a dry path 

through the sea. Sometimes we find ourselves caught in a problem and 

see no way out. Don’t panic; God can open up a way. 
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Judges 2:1-4  

    And an angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you 

to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your 

fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you. [2] And ye shall make 

no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye 

have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? [3] Wherefore I also said, I will 

not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and 

their gods shall be a snare unto you. [4] And it came to pass, when the angel of the 

Lord spake these words unto all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their 

voice, and wept.  

 

 This event marks a significant change in Israel’s relationship with God. At Mount 

Sinai, God made a sacred and binding agreement with the Israelites called a 

covenant (Exodus 19:5-8). God’s part was to make Israel a special nation (see the 

note on +Genesis 12:1-3), to protect them, and to give them unique blessings for 

following him. Israel’s part was to love God and obey his laws. But because they 

rejected and disobeyed God, the agreement to protect them was no longer in effect. 

But God wasn’t going to abandon his people. They would receive wonderful 

blessings if they asked God to forgive them and sincerely followed him again. 

 

Although God’s agreement to help Israel conquer the land was no longer in 

effect, his promise to make Israel a nation through whom the whole world would 

be blessed (fulfilled in the Messiah’s coming) remained valid. God still wanted the 

Israelites to be a holy people (just as he wants us to be holy), and he often used 

oppression to bring them back to him, just as he warned he would (Leviticus 26; 

Deut. 28). The book of Judges records a number of instances where God allowed 

his people to be oppressed so that they would repent of their sins and return to him. 

Too often people want God to fulfill his promises while excusing themselves 

from their responsibilities. Before you claim God’s promises, ask, “Have I done 

my part?” 

 

The people of Israel knew they had sinned, and they wept aloud, responding with 

deep sorrow. Because we have a tendency to sin, repentance is the true measure of 

spiritual sensitivity. Repentance means asking God to forgive us, and then 

abandoning our sinful ways. But we cannot do this sincerely unless we are truly 

sorry for our sinful actions. When we are aware that we have done wrong, we 

should admit it plainly to God rather than try to cover it up or hope we can get 

away with it. 

  

• To Balaam.   
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Numbers 22:31  

    Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord 

standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his 

head, and fell flat on his face.  

 

 

• To Joshua, “the captain of the Lord’s host”.  J 

 

Joshua 5:15  

    And the captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy 

foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.  

 

This was an angel of superior rank, the commander of the Lord’s army. Some say 

he was an appearance of God in human form. As a sign of respect, Joshua took off 

his sandals. Although Joshua was Israel’s leader, he was still subordinate to God, 

the absolute Leader. Awe and respect are the responses due to our holy God. How 

can we show respect for God? By our attitudes and actions. We should recognize 

God’s power, authority, and deep love, and our actions must model our attitudes 

before others. Respect for God is just as important today as it was in Joshua’s day, 

even though removing shoes is no longer our cultural way of showing it. 

 

• To Gideon.   

 

Judges 6:11-22  

    And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in 

Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed 

wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. [12] And the angel of the 

Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 

man of valour. [13] And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with 

us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers 

told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath 

forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. [14] And the Lord 

looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the 

hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? [15] And he said unto him, Oh my 

Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I 

am the least in my father's house. [16] And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be 

with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. [17] And he said unto 

him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest 



 65 

with me. [18] Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth 

my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again.  

    [19] And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an 

ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and 

brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it. [20] And the angel of God 

said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this 

rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so.  

    [21] Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his 

hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of 

the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the 

Lord departed out of his sight. [22] And when Gideon perceived that he was an 

angel of the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord God! for because I have seen an 

angel of the Lord face to face.  

 

• To Manoah.   

 

Judges 13:6  

    Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A man of God came unto 

me, and his countenance was like the countenance of an angel of God, very 

terrible: but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me his name:  

 

Samson was to be a Nazirite—a person who took a vow to be set apart for God’s 

service. Samson’s parents made the vow for him. A Nazirite vow was sometimes 

temporary, but in Samson’s case, it was for life. As a Nazirite, Samson could not 

cut his hair, touch a dead body, or drink anything containing alcohol. 

Although Samson often used poor judgment and sinned terribly, he 

accomplished much when he determined to be set apart for God. In this way he 

was like the nation Israel. As long as the Israelites remained set apart for God, the 

nation thrived. But they fell into terrible sin when they ignored God. 

 

Manoah’s wife was told that her son would begin the deliverance of Israel from 

Philistine oppression. It wasn’t until David’s day that the Philistine opposition was 

completely crushed (2 Samuel 8:1). Samson’s part in subduing the Philistines was 

just the beginning, but it was important nonetheless. It was the task God had given 

Samson to do. Be faithful in following God even if you don’t see instant results, 

because you might be beginning an important job that others will finish. 
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Judges 13:15-20  

    And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, I pray thee, let us detain thee, until 

we shall have made ready a kid for thee. [16] And the angel of the Lord said unto 

Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a 

burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the Lord. For Manoah knew not that he was 

an angel of the Lord. [17] And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, What is thy 

name, that when thy sayings come to pass we may do thee honour? [18] And the 

angel of the Lord said unto him, Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is 

secret? [19] So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock 

unto the Lord: and the angel did wonderously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. 

[20] For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, 

that the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his 

wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground.  

 

Why did the angel keep his name a secret? In those days people believed that if 

they knew someone’s name, they knew his character and how to control him. By 

not giving his name, the angel was not allowing himself to be controlled by 

Manoah. He was also saying that his name was a mystery beyond understanding 

and too wonderful to imagine. Manoah asked the angel for an answer that he 

wouldn’t have understood. Sometimes we ask God questions and then receive no 

answer. This may not be because God is saying no. We may have asked for 

knowledge beyond our ability to understand or accept. 

 

Manoah sacrificed a grain offering to the Lord. A grain offering was grain, oil, and 

flour shaped into a cake and burned on the altar along with the burnt offering (the 

young goat). The grain offering, described in Leviticus 2, was offered to God as a 

sign of honor, respect, and worship. It was an acknowledgment that because the 

Israelites’ food came from God, they owed their lives to him. With the grain 

offering, Manoah showed his desire to serve God and demonstrated his respect. 

 

 

• To David, at the threshing floor of Araunah. 

 

2 Samuel 24:16-17  

    And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the 

Lord repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is 

enough: stay now thine hand. And the angel of the Lord was by the threshingplace 

of Araunah the Jebusite. [17] And David spake unto the Lord when he saw the 

angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly: 
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but these sheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, 

and against my father's house.  

 

1 Chron. 21:15-16  

    And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was destroying, 

the Lord beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that 

destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel of the Lord stood by 

the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. [16] And David lifted up his eyes, and 

saw the angel of the Lord stand between the earth and the heaven, having a drawn 

sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders of 

Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces.  

 

• To Elijah, while he lay under the juniper tree.   

 

1 Kings 19:5-11  

    And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, 

and said unto him, Arise and eat. [6] And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake 

baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and 

laid him down again. [7] And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, 

and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee. 

[8] And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty 

days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.  

    [9] And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of 

the Lord came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? [10] 

And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of 

Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 

with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

[11] And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, 

behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and 

brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and 

after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake:  

 

 

• To Daniel, in the lions’ den.   

 

Daniel 6:22  

    My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not 

hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before 

thee, O king, have I done no hurt.  
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The man or woman who trusts in God and obeys his will is untouchable until God 

takes him or her. To trust God is to have immeasurable peace. God, who delivered 

Daniel, will deliver you. Do you trust him with your life? 

   

Daniel 8:16  

    And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, 

Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.  

 

Gabriel is an angel, the heavenly messenger God used to explain Daniel’s visions 

(Daniel 9:21). He also announced the birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:11) and the 

Messiah (Luke 1:26). 

 

Daniel 9:21  

    Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in 

the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time 

of the evening oblation.  

 

Daniel 10:5-10  

    Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in 

linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: [6] His body also was like 

the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, 

and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his 

words like the voice of a multitude. [7] And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the 

men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so 

that they fled to hide themselves. [8] Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great 

vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me 

into corruption, and I retained no strength. [9] Yet heard I the voice of his words: 

and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and 

my face toward the ground.  

    [10] And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon 

the palms of my hands.  

 

The man seen by Daniel was a heavenly being. Some commentators believe that 

this was an appearance of Christ (see Rev. 1:13-15), while others think it was an 

angel (because he required Michael’s help— Daniel 10:13). In either case, Daniel 

caught a glimpse of the battle between good and evil supernatural powers. 

 

Daniel 10:16  
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    And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I 

opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, 

by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength.  

 

Daniel 10:18  

    Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he 

strengthened me,  

 

Daniel was frightened by this vision, but the messenger reassured him. Daniel lost 

his speech, but the messenger’s touch restored it. Daniel felt weak and helpless, but 

the messenger’s words strengthened him. God can bring us healing when we are 

hurt, peace when we are troubled, and strength when we are weak. Trust God to 

minister to you as he did to Daniel. 

 

Although God sent a messenger to Daniel, a powerful spiritual being (“prince of 

the Persian kingdom”) detained the messenger for three weeks. Daniel faithfully 

continued praying and fasting, and God’s messenger eventually arrived, assisted by 

Michael, the archangel. Answers to our prayers may be hindered by unseen 

obstacles. Don’t expect God’s answers to come too easily or too quickly. Prayer 

may be challenged by evil forces, so pray fervently and pray earnestly. Then 

expect God to answer at the right time. 

 

Daniel 12:5-7  

    Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of 

the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river. [6] And 

one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How 

long shall it be to the end of these wonders? 

[7] And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, 

when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him 

that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall 

have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be 

finished.  

 

“Time, times and half a time” may add up to 3 1/2 years (see the NIV text note), 

and may be taken as either literal or figurative. 

 

 “The power of the holy people” seems to be crushed again and again throughout 

history. God’s recurring purpose in this is to break the pride and self-sufficiency of 

his rebellious people and to bring them to accept him as their Lord. 

 



 70 

• To Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the fiery furnace.  

 

Daniel 3:25  

    He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, 

and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.  

 

It was obvious to those watching that this fourth person was supernatural. We 

cannot be certain who the fourth man was. It could have been an angel or a pre-

incarnate appearance of Christ. In either case, God sent a heavenly visitor to 

accompany these faithful men during their time of great trial. 

 

God’s deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego was a great victory of 

faith for the Jews in captivity. They were protected from harm, they were 

comforted in trial, God was glorified, and they were rewarded. Let us determine to 

be true to God no matter how difficult the pressure or punishment. God’s 

protection transcends anything we could imagine. 

 

These young men had been completely untouched by the fire and heat. Only the 

rope that bound them had been burned. No human can bind us if God wants us to 

be free. The power available to us is the same that delivered Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego and raised Christ from the dead (Ephes. 1:18-20). Trust God in 

every situation. There are eternal reasons for temporary trials; so be thankful that 

your destiny is in God’s hands, not in human hands. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar was not making a commitment here to serve the Hebrews’ God 

alone. Instead, he was acknowledging that God is powerful, and he commanded his 

people not to speak against God. Nebuchadnezzar didn’t tell the people to throw 

away all the other gods, but to add this one to the list. 

 

Daniel 3:28  

    Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that 

trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that 

they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God.  

 

• To Zechariah, in a vision.   

 

Zech. 2:3  

    And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went 

out to meet him,  
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Zech. 3:1-2  

    And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, 

and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. [2] And the Lord said unto Satan, 

The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke 

thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?  

 

Joshua was Israel’s high priest when the remnant returned to Jerusalem and began 

rebuilding the walls (Haggai 1:1, 12; Haggai 2:4). 

 

Satan accused Joshua, who here represents the nation of Israel. The accusations 

were accurate—Joshua stood in “filthy clothes” (sins). Yet God revealed his 

mercy, stating that he chose to save his people in spite of their sin. Satan is always 

accusing people of their sins before God (Job 1:6). But he greatly misunderstands 

the breadth of God’s mercy and forgiveness toward those who believe in him. 

Satan the accuser will ultimately be destroyed (Rev. 12:10), while everyone who is 

a believer will be saved (John 3:16). To be prepared, we can ask God to remove 

our clothing of sin and dress us with his goodness. 

 

God punished Judah through the fire of great trials, but he rescued the nation 

before it was completely destroyed, like “a burning stick snatched from the fire.” 

 

Zechariah’s vision graphically portrays how we receive God’s mercy. We do 

nothing ourselves. God removes our filthy clothes (sins), then provides us with 

new, clean, rich garments (the righteousness and holiness of God—2 Cor. 5:21; 

Ephes. 4:24; Rev. 19:8). All we need to do is repent and ask God to forgive us. 

When Satan tries to make you feel dirty and unworthy, remember that the clean 

clothes of Christ’s righteousness make you worthy to draw near to God. 

 

Zech. 4:1  

    And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is 

wakened out of his sleep,  

 

The gold lampstand with a bowl and seven lights on it represents a steady supply 

of oil, signifying that God’s power would be reflected in the light. Oil was 

obtained from crushed olives and used in bowls with wicks to produce light. The 

two olive trees stood for the priestly and royal offices. 
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Chapter 11 

 

Appearances of Angels in the New Testament 
 

 

• To Joseph, in a dream.   

 

Matthew 1:20  

    But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 

unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 

unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Ghost.  

 

The angel declared to Joseph that Mary’s child was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and would be a son. This reveals an important truth about Jesus—he is both God 

and human. The infinite, unlimited God took on the limitations of humanity so he 

could live and die for the salvation of all who would believe in him. 

 

Jesus means “the LORD saves.” Jesus came to earth to save us because we can’t 

save ourselves from sin and its consequences. No matter how good we are, we 

can’t eliminate the sinful nature present in all of us. Only Jesus can do that. Jesus 

didn’t come to help people save themselves; he came to be their Savior from the 
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power and penalty of sin. Thank Christ for his death on the cross for your sin, and 

then ask him to take control of your life. Your new life begins at that moment. 

 

Jesus was to be called Immanuel (“God with us”), as predicted by Isaiah the 

prophet (Isaiah 7:14). Jesus was God in the flesh; thus God was literally among us, 

“with us.” Through the Holy Spirit, Christ is present today in the life of every 

believer. Perhaps not even Isaiah understood how far-reaching the meaning of 

“Immanuel” would be. 

 

 

Matthew 2:13  

    And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to 

Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, 

and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod 

will seek the young child to destroy him.  

 

This was the second dream or vision that Joseph received from God. Joseph’s first 

dream revealed that Mary’s child would be the Messiah (Matthew 1:20-21). His 

second dream told him how to protect the child’s life. Although Joseph was not 

Jesus’ natural father, he was Jesus’ legal father and was responsible for his safety 

and well-being. Divine guidance comes only to prepared hearts. Joseph remained 

receptive to God’s guidance. 

 

Matthew 2:19-20  

    But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream 

to Joseph in Egypt, [20] Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his 

mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the 

young child's life.  

 

Herod the Great died in 4 B.C. of an incurable disease. Rome trusted him but 

didn’t trust his sons. Herod knew that Rome wouldn’t give his successor as much 

power, so he divided his kingdom into three parts, one for each son. Archelaus 

received Judea, Samaria, and Idumea; Herod Antipas received Galilee and Perea; 

Herod Philip II received Traconitis. Archelaus, a violent man, began his reign by 

slaughtering 3,000 influential people. Nine years later, he was banished. God 

didn’t want Joseph’s family to go into the region of this evil ruler. 

 

 

• At the transfiguration of Jesus.   
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Matthew 17:3  

    And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.  

 

Moses and Elijah were the two greatest prophets in the Old Testament. Moses 

represents the law, or the old covenant. He wrote the Pentateuch, and he predicted 

the coming of a great prophet (Deut. 18:15-19). Elijah represents the prophets who 

foretold the coming of the Messiah (Malachi 4:5-6). Moses and Elijah’s presence 

with Jesus confirmed Jesus’ Messianic mission—to fulfill God’s law and the words 

of God’s prophets. Just as God’s voice in the cloud over Mount Sinai gave 

authority to his law (Exodus 19:9), God’s voice at the transfiguration gave 

authority to Jesus’ words. 

 

Peter wanted to build three shelters for these three great men to stay to show how 

the Feast of Tabernacles was fulfilled in the coming of God’s kingdom. Peter had 

the right idea about Christ, but his timing was wrong. Peter wanted to act, but this 

was a time for worship and adoration. He wanted to capture the moment, but he 

was supposed to learn and move on. 

 

Jesus is more than just a great leader, a good example, a good influence, or a great 

prophet. He is the Son of God. When you understand this profound truth, the only 

adequate response is worship. When you have a correct understanding of Christ, 

you will obey him. 

 

Luke 9:30-31  

    And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 

[31] Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should 

accomplish at Jerusalem.  

 

• To Mary, concerning Jesus.   

 

Luke 1:26-38  

    And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 

Galilee, named Nazareth, [27] To a virgin espoused to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. [28] 

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly 

favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. [29] And 

when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind 

what manner of salutation this should be. [30] And the angel said unto her, 

Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. [31] And, behold, 

thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 



 75 

name Jesus. [32] He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 

Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 

David: [33] And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 

kingdom there shall be no end. [34] Then said Mary unto the angel, How 

shall this be, seeing I know not a man? [35] And the angel answered and 

said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 

Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall 

be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. [36] And, behold, thy 

cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is 

the sixth month with her, who was called barren. [37] For with God 

nothing shall be impossible. [38] And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of 

the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed 

from her.  

 

Gabriel appeared not only to Zechariah and to Mary but also to the prophet Daniel 

more than 500 years earlier (Daniel 8:15-17; Daniel 9:21). Each time Gabriel 

appeared, he brought important messages from God. 

 

Nazareth, Joseph’s and Mary’s hometown, was a long way from Jerusalem, the 

center of Jewish life and worship. Located on a major trade route, Nazareth was 

frequently visited by Gentile merchants and Roman soldiers. It was known for its 

independent and aloof attitude. Jesus was born in Bethlehem but grew up in 

Nazareth. Nevertheless, the people of Nazareth would reject him as the Messiah 

(Luke 4:22-30). 
 

Mary was young, poor, female—all characteristics that, to the people of her day, 

would make her seem unusable by God for any major task. But God chose Mary 

for one of the most important acts of obedience he has ever demanded of anyone. 

You may feel that your ability, experience, or education makes you an unlikely 

candidate for God’s service. Don’t limit God’s choices. He can use you if you trust 

him. 
 

God’s favor does not automatically bring instant success or fame. His blessing on 

Mary, the honor of being the mother of the Messiah, would lead to much pain: her 

peers would ridicule her; her fiance would come close to leaving her; her son 

would be rejected and murdered. But through her son would come the world’s only 

hope, and this is why Mary has been praised by countless generations as the young 

girl who “found favor with God.” Her submission was part of God’s plan to bring 

about our salvation. If sorrow weighs you down and dims your hope, think of Mary 

and wait patiently for God to finish working out his plan. 
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Jesus was born without the sin that entered the world through Adam. He was born 

holy, just as Adam was created sinless. In contrast to Adam, who disobeyed God, 

Jesus obeyed God and was thus able to face sin’s consequences in our place and 

make us acceptable to God (Romans 5:14-19). 
 

 

 

 

• To Zacharias.  

 

Luke 1:9-11  

    According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense 

when he went into the temple of the Lord. [10] And the whole multitude of 

the people were praying without at the time of incense. [11] And there 

appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the 

altar of incense.  

 

Angels are spirit beings who live in God’s presence and do his will. Only two 

angels are mentioned by name in Scripture—Michael and Gabriel—but there are 

many who act as God’s messengers. Here, Gabriel (Luke 1:19) delivered a special 

message to Zechariah. This was not a dream or a vision. The angel appeared in 

visible form and spoke audible words to the priest. 
 

• To the shepherds.   

 

Luke 2:9-11  

    And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. [10] And the angel said 

unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. [11] For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  

 

 Luke 2:13-14  

    And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying, [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men.  

 

God continued to reveal his Son, but not to those we might expect. Luke records 

that Jesus’ birth was announced to shepherds in the fields. These may have been 
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the shepherds who supplied the lambs for the temple sacrifices that were 

performed for the forgiveness of sin. Here the angels invited these shepherds to 

greet the Lamb of God (John 1:36), who would take away the sins of the whole 

world forever. 

 

What a birth announcement! The shepherds were terrified, but their fear turned to 

joy as the angels announced the Messiah’s birth. First the shepherds ran to see the 

baby; then they spread the word. Jesus is your Messiah, your Savior. Do you look 

forward to meeting him in prayer and in his Word each day? Have you discovered 

a Lord so wonderful that you can’t help sharing your joy with your friends? 

 

The greatest event in history had just happened! The Messiah had been born! For 

ages the Jews had waited for this, and when it finally occurred, the announcement 

came to humble shepherds. The good news about Jesus is that he comes to all, 

including the plain and the ordinary. He comes to anyone with a heart humble 

enough to accept him. Whoever you are, whatever you do, you can have Jesus in 

your life. Don’t think you need extraordinary qualifications—he accepts you as 

you are. 

 

Some of the Jews were waiting for a savior to deliver them from Roman rule; 

others hoped the Christ (Messiah) would deliver them from physical ailments. But 

Jesus, while healing their illnesses and establishing a spiritual kingdom, delivered 

them from sin. His work is more far-reaching than anyone could imagine. Christ 

paid the price for sin and opened the way to peace with God. He offers us more 

than temporary political or physical changes—he offers us new hearts that will last 

for eternity. 

 

 

• To Jesus, after his temptation. 

 

Matthew 4:11  

    Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto 

him.  

 

Angels, like these who waited on Jesus, have a significant role as God’s 

messengers. These spiritual beings were involved in Jesus’ life on earth by (1) 

announcing Jesus’ birth to Mary, (2) reassuring Joseph, (3) naming Jesus, (4) 

announcing Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, (5) protecting Jesus by sending his 

family to Egypt, (6) ministering to Jesus in Gethsemane. For more on angels, see 

the note on +Matthew 1:20. 
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• To Jesus, in Gethsemane.   

 

Luke 22:43  

    And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.  

 

Was Jesus trying to get out of his mission? It is never wrong to express our true 

feelings to God. Jesus exposed his dread of the coming trials, but he also 

reaffirmed his commitment to do what God wanted. The cup he spoke of meant the 

terrible agony he knew he would endure—not only the horror of the crucifixion 

but, even worse, the total separation from God that he would have to experience in 

order to die for the world’s sins. 

 

• At the sepulchre.   

 

Matthew 28:2-5  

    And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 

and sat upon it. [3] His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment 

white as snow: [4] And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became 

as dead men. [5] And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear 

not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  

 

The angel who announced the good news of the resurrection to the women gave 

them four messages: (1) Do not be afraid. The reality of the resurrection brings 

joy, not fear. When you are afraid, remember the empty tomb. (2) He is not here. 

Jesus is not dead and is not to be looked for among the dead. He is alive, with his 

people. (3) Come and see. The women could check the evidence themselves. The 

tomb was empty then, and it is empty today. The resurrection is a historical fact. 

(4) Go quickly and tell. They were to spread the joy of the resurrection. We too are 

to spread the great news about Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

Jesus’ resurrection is the key to the Christian faith. Why? (1) Just as he promised, 

Jesus rose from the dead. We can be confident, therefore, that he will accomplish 

all he has promised. (2) Jesus’ bodily resurrection shows us that the living Christ is 

ruler of God’s eternal kingdom, not a false prophet or imposter. (3) We can be 

certain of our resurrection because he was resurrected. Death is not the end—there 

is future life. (4) The power that brought Jesus back to life is available to us to 

bring our spiritually dead selves back to life. (5) The resurrection is the basis for 
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the church’s witness to the world. Jesus is more than just a human leader; he is the 

Son of God. 
 

 

 

Mark 16:5-7  

    And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right 

side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. [6] And he 

saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was 

crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. 

 [7] But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into 

Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.  

 

Luke 24:23  

    And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen 

a vision of angels, which said that he was alive.  

 

These disciples knew that the tomb was empty but didn’t understand that Jesus had 

risen, and they were filled with sadness. Despite the women’s witness, which was 

verified by other disciples, and despite the Biblical prophecies of this very event, 

they still didn’t believe. Today the resurrection still catches people by surprise. In 

spite of 2,000 years of evidence and witness, many people refuse to believe. What 

more will it take? For these disciples it took the living, breathing Jesus in their 

midst. For many people today, it takes the presence of living, breathing Christians. 
 

John 20:12  

    And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the 

feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.  

 

• At the ascension.   

 

Acts 1:10-11  

    And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two 

men stood by them in white apparel; [11] Which also said, Ye men of 

Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 

taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 

seen him go into heaven.  

 

It was important for the disciples to see Jesus taken up into heaven. Then they 

knew without a doubt that he was God and that his home was in heaven. 
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After 40 days with his disciples (Acts 1:3), Jesus returned to heaven. The two men 

dressed in white were angels who proclaimed to the disciples that one day Jesus 

would return in the same way he went—bodily and visibly. History is not 

haphazard or cyclical; it is moving toward a specific point—the return of Jesus to 

judge and rule over the earth. We should be ready for his sudden return (1 Thes. 

5:2), not by standing around “looking into the sky,” but by working hard to share 

the gospel so that others will be able to share in God’s great blessings. 

 

• To Peter and John, while in prison.   

 

Acts 5:19-29 

    But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them 

forth, and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the 

words of this life.  

     

• To Philip.   

 

Acts 8:26  

    And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the 

south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 

desert.  

 

Philip was having a successful preaching ministry to great crowds in Samaria (Acts 

8:5-8), but he obediently left that ministry to travel on a desert road. Because 

Philip went where God sent him, Ethiopia was opened up to the gospel. Follow 

God’s leading, even if it seems like a demotion. At first you may not understand 

his plans, but the results will prove that God’s way is right. 

 

• To Cornelius, in a dream.   

 

Acts 10:3  

    He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God 

coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.  

 

God saw Cornelius’s sincere faith. His prayers and generous giving were a 

“memorial offering before God,” a sacrificial offering to the Lord. God answers 

the sincere prayers of those who seek him by sending the right person or the right 

information at the right time. 

Acts 10:32  
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    Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is 

lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he 

cometh, shall speak unto thee.  

 

In every nation there are hearts restless for God, ready to receive the gospel—but 

someone must take it to them. Seeking God is not enough—people must find him. 

How then shall seekers find God without someone to point the way? Is God asking 

you to show someone the way to him? (See Romans 10:14-15.) 

 

 

• To Peter, in prison.   

 

Acts 12:7-11  

    And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the 

prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up 

quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. [8] And the angel said unto 

him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith 

unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. [9] And he went 

out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the 

angel; but thought he saw a vision. [10] When they were past the first and 

the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; 

which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on 

through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. [11] And 

when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the 

Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, 

and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.  

 

Peter was arrested during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the week long festival 

directly following Passover. This was a strategic move, since more Jews were in 

the city than usual, and Herod could impress the most people. 

 

Herod’s plan undoubtedly was to execute Peter, but the believers were praying for 

Peter’s safety. The earnest prayer of the church significantly affected the outcome 

of these events. Prayer changes things, so pray often and with confidence. 

 

God sent an angel to rescue Peter. Angels are God’s messengers. They are divinely 

created beings with supernatural powers, and they sometimes take on human 

appearance in order to talk to people. Angels should not be worshiped, because 

they are not divine. They are God’s servants, just as we are. 
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• To Paul, on the way to Damascus.   

 

Acts 27:23  

    For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I 

serve, 

 

• To John, in Patmos.  

 

Rev. 1:1  

    The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 

servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified 

it by his angel unto his servant John:      

 

Rev. 5:2  

    And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to 

open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?  

 

 Rev. 7:11  

    And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the 

four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,  

 

Rev. 10:9  

    And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And 

he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, 

but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.  

 

  Rev. 11:1  

    And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, 

Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship 

therein.  

 

 

 

Rev. 17:7  

    And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the 

mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the 

seven heads and ten horns.  

 

Rev. 19:10  
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    And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: 

I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of 

Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  

 

    Rev. 22:8  

    And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and 

seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me 

these things.  

 

Hearing or reading an eyewitness account is the next best thing to seeing the event 

yourself. John witnessed the events reported in Revelation and wrote them down so 

we could see and believe as he did. If you have read this far, you have seen. Have 

you also believed? 

 

The first of the Ten Commandments is “You shall have no other gods before me” 

(Exodus 20:3). Jesus said that the greatest command of Moses’ laws was “Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” 

(Matthew 22:37). Here, at the end of the Bible, this truth is reiterated. The angel 

instructs John to “worship God!” God alone is worthy of our worship and 

adoration. He is above all creation, even the angels. Are there people, ideas, goals, 

or possessions that occupy the central place in your life, crowding God out? 

Worship only God by allowing nothing to distract you from your devotion to him. 
 

     

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 12 

 

Fallen Angels 
 

 

• Fallen Angles 

 

Job 4:18  
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    Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly:  

 

Do angels really make errors? Remember that Eliphaz was speaking, not God, so 

we must be careful about building our knowledge of the spiritual world from 

Eliphaz’s opinions. In addition, the word translated error is used only here, and its 

meaning is unclear. We could save Eliphaz’s credibility by saying he meant fallen 

angels, but this passage is not meant to teach about angels. Eliphaz was saying that 

sinful human beings are far beneath God and the angels. Eliphaz was right about 

God’s greatness, but he did not understand God’s greater purposes concerning 

suffering. 

 

 Matthew 25:41  

    Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 

into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:  

 

God will separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The real 

evidence of our belief is the way we act. To treat all persons we encounter as if 

they are Jesus is no easy task. What we do for others demonstrates what we really 

think about Jesus’ words to us—feed the hungry, give the homeless a place to stay, 

look after the sick. How well do your actions separate you from pretenders and 

unbelievers? 
 

 

2 Peter 2:4  

    For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;  

 

 If God did not spare angels, or people who lived before the flood, or the citizens of 

Sodom and Gomorrah, he would not spare these false teachers. Some people would 

have us believe that God will save all people because he is so loving. But it is 

foolish to think that he will cancel the last judgment. These three examples should 

warn us clearly that God judges sin and that unrepentant sinners cannot escape. 

    

Jude 1:6  

    And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he 

hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great 

day.  

 

Rev. 12:9  
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    And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, 

which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels 

were cast out with him.  

 

The devil is not a symbol or legend; he is very real. Originally Satan was an angel 

of God, but through his own pride, he became corrupt. The devil is God’s enemy, 

and he constantly tries to hinder God’s work, but he is limited by God’s power and 

can do only what he is permitted to do (Job 1:6-2:8). The name Satan means 

“accuser” (Rev. 12:10). He actively looks for people to attack (1 Peter 5:8-9). 

Satan likes to pursue believers who are vulnerable in their faith, who are spiritually 

weak, or who are isolated from other believers. 

 

Even though God permits the devil to do his work in this world, God is still in 

control. And Jesus has complete power over Satan—he defeated Satan when he 

died and rose again for the sins of mankind. One day Satan will be bound forever, 

never again to do his evil work (see Rev. 20:10). 
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