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Forward 
 

 

Miracles are a basis for faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

John 14:11  

Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe 

because of what you have seen me do.  

 

When you witness miracles, it incurs accountability. 

 

Matthew 11:21-22 "What horrors await you, Korazin and Bethsaida! For if the 

miracles I did in you had been done in wicked Tyre and Sidon, their people would 

have sat in deep repentance long ago, clothed in sackcloth and throwing ashes on 

their heads to show their remorse.  I assure you, Tyre and Sidon will be better off 

on the judgment day than you!  

 

While on earth, Jesus Christ touched and transformed countless lives. The 

four Gospels record 37 miracles of Jesus, only a small portion of the multitudes of 

people who were made whole by our Savior were recorded. 

 

John 14:12-14  

“The truth is, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, 

and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.  You can ask for 

anything in my name, and I will do it, because the work of the Son brings glory to 

the Father.  Yes, ask anything in my name, and I will do it! 

  

Isaiah 59:19  

Then at last they will respect and glorify the name of the Lord throughout the 

world.  He will come like a flood tide driven by the breath of the Lord.  

 

 May your faith abound as you study these miracles.    

 

     

     

 

     

 

 

http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/p/jesuschrist.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/booksofthebible/qt/The-Gospels.htm
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Chapter 1 

 

Healing the Blind and the Deaf 

 

 

Healing two blind men: 

 

Matthew 9:27  

    After Jesus left the girl's home, two blind men followed along behind him, 

shouting, "Son of David, have mercy on us!" Matthew 9:28-30  

 

They went right into the house where he was staying, and Jesus asked them, "Do 

you believe I can make you see?" "Yes, Lord," they told him, "we do." Then he 

touched their eyes and said, "Because of your faith, it will happen." And suddenly 

they could see! Jesus sternly warned them, "Don't tell anyone about this."  

 

“Son of David” was a popular way of addressing Jesus as the Messiah because it 

was known that the Messiah would be a descendant of David (Isaiah 9:7). This is 

the first time the title is used in Matthew. Jesus’ ability to give sight to the blind 

was prophesied in Isaiah 29:18; Isaiah 35:5; Isaiah 42:7. 

 

Isaiah 29:18  

    In that day deaf people will hear words read from a book, and blind people will 

see through the gloom and darkness.  

 

Isaiah 42:7  

    You will open the eyes of the blind and free the captives from prison. You will 

release those who sit in dark dungeons.  

 

Jesus didn’t respond immediately to the blind men’s pleas. He waited to see if they 

had faith. Not everyone who says he wants help really believes God can help him. 

Jesus may have waited and questioned these men to emphasize and increase their 

faith. When you think that God is too slow in answering your prayers, consider that 

he might be testing you as he did the blind men. Do you believe that God can help 

you? Do you really want his help? 

 

 

 These blind men were persistent. They went right into the house where Jesus was 

staying. They knew Jesus could heal them, and they would let nothing stop them 
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from finding him. That’s real faith in action. If you believe Jesus is the answer to 

your every need, don’t let anything or anyone stop you from reaching him. 

 

Jesus asked the people to keep quiet about his healings because he did not want to 

be known only as a miracle worker. He healed because he had compassion on 

people, but he also wanted to bring spiritual healing to a sin-sick world.     

 

 

Healing a Blind Man: 

 

Matthew 20:29-34 As Jesus and the disciples left the city of Jericho, a huge crowd 

followed behind.  Two blind men were sitting beside the road. When they heard 

that Jesus was coming that way, they began shouting, "Lord, Son of David, have 

mercy on us!"  The crowd told them to be quiet, but they only shouted louder, 

"Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!"  

 

 Jesus stopped in the road and called, "What do you want me to do for you?"  

"Lord," they said, "we want to see!"   Jesus had compassion on them and touched 

their eyes. Instantly they could see! Then they followed him. 

  

Matthew records that there were two blind men, while Mark and Luke mention 

only one. This is probably the same event, but Mark and Luke singled out the more 

vocal of the two men. 

 

The blind men called Jesus “Son of David” because the Jews knew that the 

Messiah would be a descendant of David (see Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 

23:5-6 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. And the government will 

rest on his shoulders. These will be his royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. [7] His ever expanding, peaceful 

government will never end. He will rule forever with fairness and justice from the 

throne of his ancestor David. The passionate commitment of the Lord Almighty 

will guarantee this! 

  

 

     

Jeremiah 23:5-6  

    "For the time is coming," says the Lord, "when I will place a righteous Branch 

on King David's throne. He will be a King who rules with wisdom. He will do 
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what is just and right throughout the land. [6] And this is his name: 'The Lord Is 

Our Righteousness.' In that day Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety.  

    

These blind beggars could see that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah, while the 

religious leaders who witnessed Jesus’ miracles were blind to his identity, refusing 

to open their eyes to the truth. Seeing with your eyes doesn’t guarantee seeing with 

your heart. 

 

Although Jesus was concerned about the coming events in Jerusalem, he 

demonstrated what he had just told the disciples about service (Matthew 20:28) by 

stopping to care for the blind men. 
 

 

Healing a Blind Man at Bethsaida:  

 

Mark 8:22-26 When they arrived at Bethsaida, some people brought a blind man to 

Jesus, and they begged him to touch and heal the man.  Jesus took the blind man by 

the hand and led him out of the village. Then, spitting on the man's eyes, he laid his 

hands on him and asked, "Can you see anything now?"  

 

The man looked around. "Yes," he said, "I see people, but I can't see them very 

clearly. They look like trees walking around."  Then Jesus placed his hands over 

the man's eyes again. As the man stared intently, his sight was completely restored, 

and he could see everything clearly.  Jesus sent him home, saying, "Don't go back 

into the village on your way home." 

 

Why did Jesus touch the man a second time before he could see? This miracle was 

not too difficult for Jesus, but he chose to do it in stages, possibly to show the 

disciples that some healing would be gradual rather than instantaneous or to 

demonstrate that spiritual truth is not always perceived clearly at first. Before Jesus 

left, however, the man was healed completely. 
. 

 

  

Healing the man born blind: 

 

John 9:1-7  

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 

"Teacher," his disciples asked him, "why was this man born blind? Was it a result 

of his sins or those of his parents sins?"  
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 "It was not because of his sins or his parents' sins," Jesus answered. "He was born 

blind so the power of God could be seen in him.  All of us must quickly carry out 

the tasks assigned us by the one who sent me, because there is little time left before 

the night falls and all work comes to an end.  But while I am still here in the world, 

I am the light of the world."  

 

Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and smoothed the mud over 

the blind man's eyes.  He told him, "Go and wash in the pool of Siloam" (Siloam 

means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came back seeing!  

 

In John 9, we see different reactions to Jesus. The neighbors revealed surprise and 

skepticism; the Pharisees showed disbelief and prejudice; the parents believed but 

kept quiet for fear of excommunication; and the healed man showed consistent, 

growing faith. 

     

A common belief in Jewish culture was that calamity or suffering was the result of 

some great sin. But Christ used this man’s suffering to teach about faith and to 

glorify God. We live in a fallen world where good behavior is not always rewarded 

and bad behavior not always punished. Therefore, innocent people sometimes 

suffer. If God took suffering away whenever we asked, we would follow him for 

comfort and convenience, not out of love and devotion. Regardless of the reasons 

for our suffering, Jesus has the power to help us deal with it. When you suffer from 

a disease, tragedy, or disability, try not to ask, “Why did this happen to me?” or 

“What did I do wrong?” Instead, ask God to give you strength for the trial and a 

clearer perspective on what is happening. 
 

 

 

 

     

The pool of Siloam was built by Hezekiah. His workers constructed an 

underground tunnel from a spring outside the city walls to carry water into the city. 

Thus the people could always get water without fear of being attacked. This was 

especially important during times of siege (see 2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chron. 32:30).  

When the blind man washed in this pool, his eyes were opened and he could see. 

 

 

Healing a Deaf Mute: 
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Mark 7:31-37 Jesus left Tyre and went to Sidon, then back to the Sea of Galilee 

and the region of the Ten Towns.  A deaf man with a speech impediment was 

brought to him, and the people begged Jesus to lay his hands on the man to heal 

him.  Jesus led him to a private place away from the crowd. He put his fingers into 

the man's ears. Then, spitting onto his own fingers, he touched the man's tongue 

with the spittle.  And looking up to heaven, he sighed and commanded, "Be 

opened!"  Instantly the man could hear perfectly and speak plainly!  

 

Jesus told the crowd not to tell anyone, but the more he told them not to, the more 

they spread the news, for they were completely amazed. Again and again they said, 

"Everything he does is wonderful. He even heals those who are deaf and mute." 

  

Jesus asked the people not to talk about this healing, because he didn’t want to be 

seen simply as a miracle worker. He didn’t want the people to miss his real 

message. We must not be so concerned about what Jesus can do for us that we 

forget to listen to his message. 

 

     

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 

 

Healings of Restoration  

 

 

Healing a Paralytic: 

 

Matthew 9:20-22 a woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years came up 

behind him. She touched the fringe of his robe, for she thought, "If I can just touch 

his robe, I will be healed."  Jesus turned around and said to her, "Daughter, be 

encouraged! Your faith has made you well." And the woman was healed at that 

moment.  
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 This woman had suffered for 12 years with bleeding (perhaps a menstrual 

disorder). In our times of desperation, we don’t have to worry about the correct 

way to reach out to God. Like this woman, we can simply reach out in faith. He 

will respond. 

 

 God changed a situation that had been a problem for years. Like the leper and the 

demon-possessed men, this diseased woman was considered unclean. For 12 years, 

she too had been one of the “untouchables” and had not been able to lead a normal 

life. But Jesus changed that and restored her. Sometimes we are tempted to give up 

on people or situations that have not changed for many years. God can change 

what seems unchangeable, giving new purpose and hope. 

 

Healing a man’s withered hand. 

 

Matthew 12:9-13  

    Then he went over to the synagogue, where he noticed a man with a deformed 

hand. The Pharisees asked Jesus, "Is it legal to work by healing on the Sabbath 

day?" (They were, of course, hoping he would say yes, so they could bring charges 

against him.)  And he answered, "If you had one sheep, and it fell into a well on the 

Sabbath, wouldn't you get to work and pull it out? Of course you would. And how 

much more valuable is a person than a sheep! Yes, it is right to do good on the 

Sabbath." Then he said to the man, "Reach out your hand." The man reached out 

his hand, and it became normal, just like the other one.  

 

 

s they pointed to the man with the shriveled hand, the Pharisees tried to trick Jesus 

by asking him if it was legal to heal on the Sabbath. Their Sabbath rules said that 

people could be helped on the Sabbath only if their lives were in danger. Jesus 

healed on the Sabbath several times, and none of those healings were in response 

to emergencies.  

 

If Jesus had waited until another day, he would have been submitting to the 

Pharisees’ authority, showing that their petty rules were equal to God’s law. If he 

healed the man on the Sabbath, the Pharisees could claim that because Jesus broke 

their rules, his power was not from God. But Jesus made it clear how ridiculous 

and petty their rules were. God is a God of people, not rules. The best time to reach 

out to someone is when he or she needs help. 
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The Pharisees placed their laws above human need. They were so concerned about 

Jesus’ breaking one of their rules that they did not care about the man’s shriveled 

hand. What is your attitude toward others? 

 

 When convictions don’t allow you to help certain people, your convictions may 

not be in tune with God’s Word. Don’t allow dogma to blind you to human need. 

 

The Pharisees plotted Jesus’ death because they were outraged. Jesus had 

overruled their authority (Luke 6:11) and had exposed their evil attitudes in front 

of the entire crowd in the synagogue. Jesus had showed that the Pharisees were 

more loyal to their religious system than to God. 
 

 

Healing the infirm, bent woman: 

 

Luke 13:11-14 

    he saw a woman who had been crippled by an evil spirit. She had been bent 

double for eighteen years and was unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, 

he called her over and said, "Woman, you are healed of your sickness!"  Then he 

touched her, and instantly she could stand straight. How she praised and thanked 

God!  

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 13:14  the leader in charge of the synagogue was indignant that Jesus had 

healed her on the Sabbath day. "There are six days of the week for working," he 

said to the crowd. "Come on those days to be healed, not on the Sabbath."  

 

Why was healing considered work? The religious leaders saw healing as part of a 

doctor’s profession, and practicing one’s profession on the Sabbath was prohibited. 

The synagogue ruler could not see beyond the law to Jesus’ compassion in healing 

this crippled woman. Jesus shamed him and the other leaders by pointing out their 

hypocrisy. They would untie their animals and care for them, but they refused to 

rejoice when a human being was freed from Satan’s bondage. 

 

The Pharisees hid behind their own set of laws to avoid love’s obligations. We too 

can use the letter of the law to rationalize away our obligation to care for others 
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(for example, by tithing regularly and then refusing to help a needy neighbor). But 

people’s needs are more important than rules and regulations.  

 

Take time to help others, even if doing so might compromise your public image. 

 

 

Restoring the servant’s ear: 

 

Luke 22:49-51 When the other disciples saw what was about to happen, they 

exclaimed, "Lord, should we fight? We brought the swords!"  And one of them 

slashed at the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear.  

 

But Jesus said, "Don't resist anymore." And he touched the place where the man's 

ear had been and healed him.  

 

The man who cut off the servant’s ear was Peter (John 18:10). Peter was trying to 

prevent what he saw as defeat. He didn’t realize that Jesus had to die in order to 

gain victory. But Jesus demonstrated obedience. Perfect commitment to his  

Father’s will.  His kingdom would not be advanced with swords, but with faith. 
 

 

     

Chapter 3 

 

Healing of Sickness 

 

Part 1 

 

 

Cleansing of a Leper: 

 

Matthew 8:1-4 Large crowds followed Jesus as he came down the mountainside.  

Suddenly, a man with leprosy approached Jesus. He knelt before him, worshiping. 

"Lord," the man said, "if you want to, you can make me well again."  Jesus touched 

him. "I want to," he said. "Be healed!" And instantly the leprosy disappeared.  

Then Jesus said to him, "Go right over to the priest and let him examine you. Don't 

talk to anyone along the way. Take along the offering required in the law of Moses 

for those who have been healed of leprosy, so everyone will have proof of your 

healing." 
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Leprosy, like AIDS today, was a terrifying disease because there was no known 

cure. In Jesus’ day, the Greek word for leprosy was used for a variety of similar 

diseases, and some forms were contagious. If a person contracted the contagious 

type, a priest declared him a leper and banished him from his home and city. The 

leper was sent to live in a community with other lepers until he either got better or 

died. Yet when the leper begged Jesus to heal him, Jesus reached out and touched 

him, even though his skin was covered with the dread disease. 

 

Sin is also an incurable disease—and we all have it. Only Christ’s healing touch 

can miraculously take away our sins and restore us to real living. But first, just like 

the leper, we must realize our inability to cure ourselves and ask for Christ’s saving 

help. 

 

The law required a healed leper to be examined by the priest (Leviticus 14). Jesus 

wanted this man to give his story firsthand to the priest to prove that his leprosy 

was completely gone so that he could be restored to his community. 

 

 

 

 

Healing of the Centurion’s Servant: 

 

 

Luke 7:1-10 

When Jesus had finished saying all this, he went back to Capernaum.  Now the 

highly valued slave of a Roman officer was sick and near death.  When the officer 

heard about Jesus, he sent some respected Jewish leaders to ask him to come and 

heal his slave.  So they earnestly begged Jesus to come with them and help the man. 

"If anyone deserves your help, it is he," they said,  "for he loves the Jews and even 

built a synagogue for us."  

 

 So Jesus went with them. But just before they arrived at the house, the officer sent 

some friends to say, "Lord, don't trouble yourself by coming to my home, for I am 

not worthy of such an honor.  I am not even worthy to come and meet you. Just say 

the word from where you are, and my servant will be healed.  I know because I am 

under the authority of my superior officers, and I have authority over my soldiers. I 

only need to say, 'Go,' and they go, or 'Come,' and they come. And if I say to my 

slaves, 'Do this or that,' they do it."  
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When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. Turning to the crowd, he said, "I tell you, I 

haven't seen faith like this in all the land of Israel!" [10] And when the officer's 

friends returned to his house, they found the slave completely healed. 

  

A centurion was a Roman army officer in charge of 100 men. This man came to 

Jesus not as a last resort or magic charm, but because he believed Jesus was sent 

from God. Apparently the centurion recognized that the Jews possessed God’s 

message for mankind—it is recorded that he loved the nation and built the 

synagogue. Thus, in his time of need, it was natural for him to turn to Jesus. 

 

Why did the centurion send Jewish elders to Jesus instead of going himself? Since 

he was well aware of the Jewish hatred for Roman soldiers, he may not have 

wanted to interrupt a Jewish gathering. As an army captain, he daily delegated 

work and sent groups on missions, so this was how he chose to get his message to 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 8:5 says the Roman centurion visited Jesus himself, while Luke 7:3 says 

he sent Jewish elders to present his request to Jesus. In dealing with the messengers, 

Jesus was dealing with the centurion. For his Jewish audience, Matthew 

emphasized the man’s faith. For his Gentile audience, Luke highlighted the good 

relationship between the Jewish elders and the Roman centurion. 

 

The Roman centurion didn’t come to Jesus, and he didn’t expect Jesus to come to 

him. Just as this officer did not need to be present to have his orders carried out, so 

Jesus didn’t need to be present to heal. The centurion’s faith was especially 

amazing because he was a Gentile who had not been brought up to know a loving 

God. 
 

 

 

Healing of Peter’s mother-in-law: 

 

Luke 4:38-39  

    After leaving the synagogue that day, Jesus went to Simon's home, where he 

found Simon's mother-in-law very sick with a high fever. "Please heal her," 

everyone begged.  Standing at her bedside, he spoke to the fever, rebuking it, and 
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immediately her temperature returned to normal. She got up at once and prepared a 

meal for them.  

 

Jesus healed Simon’s (Peter’s) mother-in-law so completely that not only did the 

fever leave, but her strength was restored, and immediately she got up and took 

care of others’ needs. What a beautiful attitude of service she showed! God gives 

us health so that we may serve others. 
 

 

     

 

 
 

 

 

     

 

 

Healing the Hemorrhaging woman: 

 

 

Matthew 9:20-22  

    a woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years came up behind him. She 

touched the fringe of his robe, she thought, "If I can just touch his robe, I will be 

healed."  Jesus turned around and said to her, "Daughter, be encouraged! Your 

faith has made you well." And the woman was healed at that moment.  

 

This woman had suffered for 12 years with bleeding (perhaps a menstrual disorder). 

In our times of desperation, we don’t have to worry about the correct way to reach 

out to God. Like this woman, we can simply reach out in faith. He will respond. 

 

God changed a situation that had been a problem for years. Like the leper and the 

demon-possessed men (see the notes on +Matthew 8:2-3 and the second note on 

+Matthew 8:28), this diseased woman was considered unclean. For 12 years, she 

too had been one of the “untouchables” and had not been able to lead a normal life. 

But Jesus changed that and restored her. Sometimes we are tempted to give up on 

people or situations that have not changed for many years. God can change what 

seems unchangeable, giving new purpose and hope. 
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Healing the Sick 

 

Chapter 4 

 

Part 2 

 

 

Healing the Gentile Woman’s Daughter: 

 

Matthew 15:21-28  

Jesus then left Galilee and went north to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Gentile 

woman who lived there came to him, pleading, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 

of David! For my daughter has a demon in her, and it is severely tormenting her."  

But Jesus gave her no reply—not even a word. Then his disciples urged him to 

send her away. "Tell her to leave," they said. "She is bothering us with all her 

begging."  

 

 Then he said to the woman, "I was sent only to help the people of Israel—God's 

lost sheep—not the Gentiles."  But she came and worshiped him and pleaded again, 

"Lord, help me!"  "It isn't right to take food from the children and throw it to the 

dogs," he said.  

 

 "Yes, Lord," she replied, "but even dogs are permitted to eat crumbs that fall 

beneath their master's table." "Woman," Jesus said to her, "your faith is great. Your 

request is granted." And her daughter was instantly healed. 
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This woman is called a “Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia” in Mark’s Gospel 

(Matthew 7:26), indicating that she was from the territory northwest of Galilee 

where the cities of Tyre and Sidon were located. Matthew calls her a Canaanite, 

naming her ancient ancestors who were enemies of Israel. Matthew’s Jewish 

audience would have immediately understood the significance of Jesus helping this 

woman. 

 

The disciples asked Jesus to get rid of the woman because she was bothering them 

with her nagging persistence. They showed no compassion for her or sensitivity to 

her needs. It is possible to become so occupied with spiritual matters that we miss 

real needs right around us.  

 

 

 

This is especially likely if we are prejudiced against needy people or if they cause 

us inconvenience. Instead of being bothered, be aware of the opportunities that 

surround you. Be open to the beauty of God’s message for all people, and make an 

effort not to shut out those who are different from you. 
 

Jesus’ words do not contradict the truth that God’s message is for all people (Psalm 

22:27; Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 28:19; Romans 15:9-12). After all, when Jesus said 

these words, he was in Gentile territory on a mission to Gentile people. He 

ministered to Gentiles on many other occasions also. Jesus was simply telling the 

woman that Jews were to have the first opportunity to accept him as the Messiah 

because God wanted them to present the message of salvation to the rest of the 

world (see Genesis 12:3). Jesus was not rejecting the Canaanite woman. He may 

have wanted to test her faith, or he may have wanted to use the situation as another 

opportunity to teach that faith is available to all people. 

 

Dog was a term the Jews commonly applied to Gentiles because the Jews 

considered these pagan people no more likely than dogs to receive God’s blessing. 

Jesus was not degrading the woman by using this term, he was reflecting the Jews’ 

attitude so as to contrast it with his own. The woman did not argue. Instead, using 

Jesus’ choice of words, she agreed to be considered a dog as long as she could 

receive God’s blessing for her daughter.  

 

Ironically, many Jews would lose God’s blessing and salvation because they 

rejected Jesus, and many Gentiles would find salvation because they recognized 

and accepted him. 
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Healing the Epileptic Boy: 

 

Matthew 17:14-21  

When they arrived at the foot of the mountain, a huge crowd was waiting for them. 

A man came and knelt before Jesus and said,  "Lord, have mercy on my son, 

because he has seizures and suffers terribly. He often falls into the fire or into the 

water.  So I brought him to your disciples, but they couldn't heal him."  

 

 Jesus replied, "You stubborn, faithless people! How long must I be with you until 

you believe? How long must I put up with you? Bring the boy to me." Then Jesus 

rebuked the demon in the boy, and it left him. From that moment the boy was well.  

Afterward the disciples asked Jesus privately, "Why couldn't we cast out that 

demon?"  

 

"You didn't have enough faith," Jesus told them. "I assure you, even if you had 

faith as small as a mustard seed you could say to this mountain, 'Move from here to 

there,' and it would move. Nothing would be impossible."   

Matthew 17:21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.  

 

The disciples had been given the authority to do the healing, but they had not yet 

learned how to appropriate the power of God. Jesus’ frustration is with the 

unbelieving and unresponsive generation. His disciples were merely a reflection of 

that attitude in this instance. Jesus’ purpose was not to criticize the disciples, but to 

encourage them to greater faith. 

 

The disciples were unable to drive out this demon, and they asked Jesus why. He 

pointed to their lack of faith. It is the power of God, not our faith, that moves 

mountains, but faith must be present to do so. The mustard seed was the smallest 

particle imaginable. Even small or undeveloped faith would have been sufficient. 

Perhaps the disciples had tried to drive out the demon with their own ability rather 

than God’s. There is great power in even a little faith when God is with us. If we 

feel weak or powerless as Christians, we should examine our faith, making sure we 

are trusting not in our own abilities to produce results, but in God’s. 
 

Jesus wasn’t condemning the disciples for substandard faith; he was trying to show 

how important faith would be in their future ministry. If you are facing a problem 

that seems as big and immovable as a mountain, turn your eyes from the mountain 
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and look to Christ for more faith. Only then will your work for him become useful 

and vibrant. 

 
 

Healing the man with Dropsy: 

 

Luke 14:1-6 One Sabbath day Jesus was in the home of a leader of the Pharisees. 

The people were watching him closely,  because there was a man there whose arms 

and legs were swollen. 

 

Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in religious law, "Well, is it permitted in the 

law to heal people on the Sabbath day, or not?"  When they refused to answer, 

Jesus touched the sick man and healed him and sent him away.  Then he turned to 

them and asked, "Which of you doesn't work on the Sabbath? If your son or your 

cow falls into a pit, don't you proceed at once to get him out?" Again they had no 

answer. 

  

Earlier Jesus had been invited to a Pharisee’s home for discussion (Luke 7:36). 

This time a prominent Pharisee invited Jesus to his home specifically to trap him 

into saying or doing something for which he could be arrested. It may be surprising 

to see Jesus on the Pharisees’ turf after he had denounced them so many times. But 

he was not afraid to face them, even though he knew that their purpose was to trick 

him into breaking their laws. 

 

Luke, the physician, identifies this man’s disease—he was suffering from dropsy, 

an abnormal accumulation of fluid in bodily tissues and cavities. 

 

     

 

Cleansing the ten Lepers: 

 

Luke 17:11-14  

    As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he reached the border between Galilee 

and Samaria. [12] As he entered a village there, ten lepers stood at a distance, 

crying out, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!"  He looked at them and said, "Go 

show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, their leprosy disappeared.  

 

People who had leprosy were required to try to stay away from other people and to 

announce their presence if they had to come near. Sometimes leprosy went into 

remission. If a leper thought his leprosy had gone away, he was supposed to 
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present himself to a priest who could declare him clean (Leviticus 14). Jesus sent 

the ten lepers to the priest before they were healed—and they went! They 

responded in faith, and Jesus healed them on the way. Is your trust in God so 

strong that you act on what he says even before you see evidence that it will work? 

     

 

 

 

 

  

Healing the Nobleman’s Son of Fever: 

 

John 4:46-49  

In the course of his journey through Galilee, he arrived at the town of Cana, where 

he had turned the water into wine. There was a government official in the city of 

Capernaum whose son was very sick.  When he heard that Jesus had come from 

Judea and was traveling in Galilee, he went over to Cana. He found Jesus and 

begged him to come to Capernaum with him to heal his son, who was about to die.   

 

Jesus asked, "Must I do miraculous signs and wonders before you people will 

believe in me?"  The official pleaded, "Lord, please come now before my little boy 

dies."   Then Jesus told him, "Go back home. Your son will live!" And the man 

believed Jesus' word and started home.  

 

This royal official was probably an officer in Herod’s service. He had walked 20 

miles to see Jesus and addressed him as “Sir,” putting himself under Jesus even 

though he had legal authority over Jesus. 

 

This miracle was more than a favor to one official; it was a sign to all the people. 

John’s Gospel was written to all mankind to urge faith in Christ. Here a 

government official had faith that Jesus could do what he claimed. The official 

believed; then he saw a miraculous sign. 

 

This government official not only believed Jesus could heal; he also obeyed Jesus 

by returning home, thus demonstrating his faith. It isn’t enough for us to say we 

believe that Jesus can take care of our problems. We need to act as if he can. When 

you pray about a need or problem, live as though you believe Jesus can do what he 

says. 
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Chapter 5 

 

Demons Expelled 

 

 

Demons Entering a Herd of Swine:  
 

Matthew 8:28-33  

    And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, 

there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding 

fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.  And, behold, they cried out, saying, 

what have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to 

torment us before the time?  And there was a good way off from them an herd of 

many swine feeding.  So the devils besought him, saying, if thou cast us out, suffer 

us to go away into the herd of swine.  And he said unto them, Go. And when they 

were come out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of 

swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters.  

And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told every 

thing, and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils.  

 

The region of the Gadarenes is located southeast of the Sea of Galilee, near the 

town of Gadara, one of the most important cities of the region. Gadara was a 

member of the Decapolis (see the note on. These ten cities with independent 

governments were largely inhabited by Gentiles, which explains the herd of pigs 

(Matthew 8:30). The Jews did not raise pigs because pigs were considered unclean 

and thus unfit to eat. 

 

Demon-possessed people are under the control of one or more demons. Demons 

are fallen angels who joined Satan in his rebellion against God and are now evil 

spirits under Satan’s control. They help Satan tempt people to sin and have great 

destructive powers. But whenever they are confronted by Jesus, they lose their 
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power. These demons recognized Jesus as God’s Son (Matthew 8:29), but they 

didn’t think they had to obey him. Just believing is not enough (see James 2:19 for 

a discussion of belief and devils). Faith is more than belief. By faith, you accept 

what Jesus has done, receive him as the only one who can save you from sin, and 

live out your faith by obeying his commands. 

 

Matthew says there were two demon-possessed men, while Mark and Luke refer 

only to one. Apparently Mark and Luke mention only the man who did the talking. 

 

According to Jewish ceremonial laws, the men Jesus encountered were unclean in 

three ways: they were Gentiles (non-Jews), they were demon-possessed, and they 

lived in a graveyard. Jesus helped them anyway. We should not turn our backs on 

people who are “unclean” or repulsive to us, or who violate our moral standards 

and religious beliefs. Instead, we must realize that every human individual is a 

unique creation of God, needing to be touched by his love. 

 

The Bible tells us that at the end of the world the devil and his angels will be 

thrown into the lake of burning sulfur (Rev. 20:10). When the demons asked if 

Jesus had come to torment them “before the appointed time,” they showed they 

knew their ultimate fate. 

 

When the demons entered the pigs, they drove the animals into the sea. The 

demons’ action proves their destructive intent—if they could not destroy the men, 

they would destroy the pigs. Jesus’ action, by contrast, shows the value he places 

on each human life. 
 

Why did the people ask Jesus to leave? Unlike their pagan gods, Jesus could not be 

contained, controlled, or appeased. They feared Jesus’ supernatural power, a power 

that they had never before witnessed. And they were upset about losing a herd of 

pigs more than they were glad about the deliverance of the demon-possessed men. 

Are you more concerned about property and programs than people? Human beings 

are created in God’s image and have eternal value. How foolish and yet how easy 

it is to value possessions, investments, and even animals above human life.  

 

 

Casting a Demon out of a Demon Possessed Mute 

 

Matthew 9:32-34  

    As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a 

devil. [33] And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes 
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marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel. [34] But the Pharisees said, He 

casteth out devils through the prince of the devils.  

 

While Jesus was on earth, demonic forces seemed especially active. Although 

we cannot always be sure why or how demon-possession occurs, it causes both 

physical and mental problems. In this case, the demon made the man unable to talk. 

For more on demons and demon-possession, read Matthew 8:28 and +Mark 1:23. 

 

In Matthew 9, the Pharisees accuse Jesus of four different sins: blasphemy, 

befriending outcasts, impiety, and serving Satan. Matthew shows how Jesus was 

maligned by those who should have received him most gladly. Why did the 

Pharisees do this? (1) Jesus bypassed their religious authority. (2) He weakened 

their control over the people. (3) He challenged their cherished beliefs. (4) He 

exposed their insincere motives. 

 

While the Pharisees questioned, debated, and dissected Jesus, people were being 

healed and lives changed right in front of them. Their skepticism was based not on 

insufficient evidence but on jealousy of Jesus’ popularity. 

 

 

Casting out an Unclean Spirit: 

 

Mark 1:23-28  

    And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art 

thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.  And 

Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him.  And when the 

unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him.  And 

they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, 

what thing is this? What new doctrine is this? for with authority commands he 

even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.  And immediately his fame spread 

abroad through all the region around Galilee.  

 

Evil spirits, or demons, are ruled by Satan. They work to tempt people to sin. They 

were not created by Satan—because God is the Creator of all. Rather they are 

fallen angels who joined Satan in his rebellion. Though not all disease comes from 

Satan, demons can cause a person to become mute, deaf, blind, or insane. But in 

every case where demons confronted Jesus, they lost their power. Thus God limits 

what evil spirits can do; they can do nothing without his permission.  
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During Jesus’ life on earth, demons were allowed to be very active to demonstrate 

once and for all Christ’s power and authority over them. 

 

Many psychologists dismiss all accounts of demon-possession as a primitive way 

to describe mental illness. Although throughout history mental illness has often 

been wrongly diagnosed as demon-possession, clearly a hostile outside force 

controlled the man described here. Mark emphasized Jesus’ conflict with evil 

powers to show his superiority over them, so he recorded many stories about Jesus 

driving out evil spirits. Jesus didn’t have to conduct an elaborate exorcism ritual. 

His word was enough to send out the demons. 

 

The evil spirit knew at once that Jesus was the Holy One of God. By including this 

event in his Gospel, Mark was establishing Jesus’ credentials, showing that even 

the spiritual underworld recognized Jesus as the Messiah. 
 

   

Casting out a Demon-possessed, Blind and Mute man. 

 

Luke 11:14-26  

One day Jesus cast a demon out of a man who couldn't speak, and the man's 

voice returned to him. The crowd was amazed, but some said, "No wonder he can 

cast out demons. He gets his power from Satan, the prince of demons!"  Trying to 

test Jesus, others asked for a miraculous sign from heaven to see if he was from 

God.  

 

He knew their thoughts, so he said, "Any kingdom at war with itself is doomed. A 

divided home is also doomed. You say I am empowered by the prince of demons. 

But if Satan is fighting against himself by empowering me to cast out his demons, 

how can his kingdom survive? And if I am empowered by the prince of demons, 

what about your own followers? They cast out demons, too, so they will judge you 

for what you have said.  

 

 But if I am casting out demons by the power of God, then the Kingdom of God 

has arrived among you. For when Satan, who is completely armed, guards his 

palace, it is safe— until someone who is stronger attacks and overpowers him, 

strips him of his weapons, and carries off his belongings.  "Anyone who isn't 

helping me opposes me, and anyone who isn't working with me is actually working 

against me.  

"When an evil spirit leaves a person, it goes into the desert, searching for rest. But 

when it finds none, it says, 'I will return to the person I came from.' So it returns 
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and finds that its former home is all swept and clean.  Then the spirit finds seven 

other spirits more evil than itself, and they all enter the person and live there. And 

so that person is worse off than before."  

 

A similar and possibly separate event is reported in Matthew 12:22-45 and Mark 

3:20-30. The event described by Luke happened in Judea while the other took 

place in Galilee. According to Luke, Jesus spoke to the crowds; in Matthew and 

Mark, he accused the Pharisees. 

 

There are two common interpretations of these verses. (1) Some of the Pharisees’ 

followers drove out demons. If this was so, the Pharisees’ accusations were 

becoming more desperate. To accuse Jesus of being empowered by Beelzebub, the 

prince of demons (or Satan himself), because Jesus was driving out demons was 

also to say that the Pharisees’ own followers were doing Satan’s work.  

 

Jesus turned the religious leaders’ accusation against them. (2) Another possibility 

is that the Pharisees’ followers were not driving out demons; and even if they tried, 

they did not succeed. Jesus first dismissed their claim as absurd (Why would the 

devil drive out his own demons?). Then he engaged in a little irony (“By whom do 

your followers drive them out?”). Finally he concluded that his work of driving out 

demons proves that the kingdom of God has arrived. 

 

Satan, who had controlled the kingdom of this world for thousands of years, was 

now being controlled and overpowered by Jesus and the kingdom of heaven. Jesus’ 

kingdom began to come into power at Jesus’ birth, grew as he resisted the desert 

temptations, established itself through his teachings and healings, blossomed in 

victory at his resurrection and at Pentecost, and will become permanent and 

universal at his second coming. Though these two interpretations may differ, they 

arrive at the same conclusion—the kingdom of God has arrived with the coming of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus may have been referring to Isaiah 49:24-26. Regardless of how great Satan’s 

power is, Jesus is stronger still. He will bind Satan and dispose of him for eternity 

(see Rev. 20:2, 10). 

 

 How does this verse relate to Luke 9:50: “Whoever is not against you is for you”? 

In the earlier passage, Jesus was talking about a person who was driving out 

demons in Jesus’ name. Those who fight evil, he was saying, are on the same side 

as one driving out demons in Jesus’ name. Here, by contrast, he was talking about 

the conflict between God and the devil. In this battle, if a person is not on God’s 
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side, he or she is on Satan’s. There is no neutral ground. Because God has already 

won the battle, why be on the losing side? If you aren’t actively for Christ, you are 

against him. 
 

Jesus was illustrating an unfortunate human tendency—our desire to reform often 

does not last long. In Israel’s history, almost as soon as a good king would pull 

down idols, a bad king would set them up again. It is not enough to be emptied of 

evil; we must then be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish God’s 

new purpose in our lives (see also Matthew 12:43-45; Galatians 5:22). 

     

 

 

 
 

 

 

     

 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 6 

 

Miracles of Nature 

 

 

Jesus Stilling the Storm: 
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Luke 8:22-25  

One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's cross over to the other side of the 

lake." So they got into a boat and started out.  On the way across, Jesus lay down 

for a nap, and while he was sleeping the wind began to rise. A fierce storm 

developed that threatened to swamp them, and they were in real danger.  

 

The disciples woke him up, shouting, "Master, Master, we're going to drown!"  So 

Jesus rebuked the wind and the raging waves. The storm stopped and all was calm!  

Then he asked them, "Where is your faith?" 

And they were filled with awe and amazement. They said to one another, "Who is 

this man, that even the winds and waves obey him?" 

  

The Sea of Galilee (actually a large lake) is even today the scene of fierce storms, 

sometimes with waves as high as 20 feet. Jesus’ disciples were not frightened 

without cause. Even though several of them were expert fishermen and knew how 

to handle a boat, their peril was real. 
 

When caught in the storms of life, it is easy to think that God has lost control and 

that we’re at the mercy of the winds of fate. In reality, God is sovereign. He 

controls the history of the world as well as our personal destinies. Just as Jesus 

calmed the waves, he can calm whatever storms you may face. 

 

     

Jesus Feeds Five Thousand People: 

 

Matthew 14:15-21  

That evening the disciples came to him and said, "This is a desolate place, and it 

is getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go to the villages and buy food 

for themselves."  But Jesus replied, "That isn't necessary—you feed them." 

"Impossible!" they exclaimed. "We have only five loaves of bread and two fish!"  

 "Bring them here," he said. Then he told the people to sit down on the grass. 

And he took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and asked 

God's blessing on the food. Breaking the loaves into pieces, he gave some of the 

bread and fish to each disciple, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all 

ate as much as they wanted, and they picked up twelve baskets of leftovers. About 

five thousand men had eaten from those five loaves, in addition to all the women 

and children! 
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Jesus performed some miracles as signs of his identity. He used other miracles to 

teach important truths. But here we read that he healed people because he “had 

compassion on them.” Jesus was, and is, a loving, caring, and feeling person. 

When you are suffering, remember that Jesus hurts with you. He has compassion 

on you. 
 

Jesus multiplied five loaves and two fish to feed over 5,000 people. What he was 

originally given seemed insufficient, but in his hands it became more than enough. 

We often feel that our contribution to Jesus is meager, but he can use and multiply 

whatever we give him, whether it is talent, time, or treasure. It is when we give 

them to Jesus that our resources are multiplied. 

 

The text states that there were 5,000 men present, besides women and children. 

Therefore, the total number of people Jesus fed could have been 10 to 15 thousand. 

The number of men is listed separately because in the Jewish culture of the day, 

men and women usually ate separately when in public. The children ate with the 

women. 

 

 

 

Jesus Walks on the Water: 

 

Matthew 14:24-33  

Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind 

had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves.  About three o'clock in the morning 

Jesus came to them, walking on the water.  When the disciples saw him, they 

screamed in terror, thinking he was a ghost. But Jesus spoke to them at once. "It's 

all right," he said. "I am here! Don't be afraid."  

 

 

 

 

 

 Then Peter called to him, "Lord, if it's really you, tell me to come to you by 

walking on water." "All right, come," Jesus said. 

 

So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. But 

when he looked around at the high waves, he was terrified and began to sink. "Save 

me, Lord!" he shouted.  Instantly Jesus reached out his hand and grabbed him. 

"You don't have much faith," Jesus said. "Why did you doubt me?"  And when 
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they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. Then the disciples worshiped 

him. "You really are the Son of God!" they exclaimed.  

 

Peter was not putting Jesus to the test, something we are told not to do (Matthew 

4:7). Instead he was the only one in the boat to react in faith. His impulsive request 

led him to experience a rather unusual demonstration of God’s power. Peter started 

to sink because he took his eyes off Jesus and focused on the high waves around 

him. His faith wavered when he realized what he was doing. We may not walk on 

water, but we do walk through tough situations. If we focus on the waves of 

difficult circumstances around us without looking to Jesus for help, we too may 

despair and sink. To maintain your faith when situations are difficult, keep your 

eyes on Jesus’ power rather than on your inadequacies. 

 

Peter was not putting Jesus to the test, something we are told not to do (Matthew 

4:7). Instead he was the only one in the boat to react in faith. His impulsive request 

led him to experience a rather unusual demonstration of God’s power. Peter started 

to sink because he took his eyes off Jesus and focused on the high waves around 

him. His faith wavered when he realized what he was doing. We may not walk on 

water, but we do walk through tough situations. If we focus on the waves of 

difficult circumstances around us without looking to Jesus for help, we too may 

despair and sink. To maintain your faith when situations are difficult, keep your 

eyes on Jesus’ power rather than on your inadequacies. 

 

Although we start out with good intentions, sometimes our faith falters. This 

doesn’t necessarily mean we have failed. When Peter’s faith faltered, he reached 

out to Christ, the only one who could help. He was afraid, but he still looked to 

Christ. When you are apprehensive about the troubles around you and doubt 

Christ’s presence or ability to help, you must remember that he is the only one who 

can really help. 

The Feeding of the 4000: 

 

Matthew 15:32-38  

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I feel sorry for these people. 

They have been here with me for three days, and they have nothing left to eat. I 

don't want to send them away hungry, or they will faint along the road."  The 

disciples replied, "And where would we get enough food out here in the wilderness 

for all of them to eat?"  

 

 Jesus asked, "How many loaves of bread do you have?" They replied, "Seven, and 

a few small fish." So Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground.  Then he 
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took the seven loaves and the fish, thanked God for them, broke them into pieces, 

and gave them to the disciples, who distributed the food to the crowd.  

 

They all ate until they were full, and when the scraps were picked up, there were 

seven large baskets of food left over!  There were four thousand men who were fed 

that day, in addition to all the women and children.  

 

This feeding of 4,000 is a separate event from the feeding of the 5,000 (Matthew 

14:13-21), confirmed by Mark 8:19-20. This was the beginning of Jesus’ expanded 

ministry to the Gentiles. 

     

Jesus had already fed more than 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish. Here, 

in a similar situation, the disciples were again perplexed. How easily we throw up 

our hands in despair when faced with difficult situations. Like the disciples, we 

often forget that if God has cared for us in the past, he will do the same now. When 

facing a difficult situation, remember how God cared for you and trust him to work 

faithfully again. 

 

Temple Tax Found in the Mouth of a Fish: 

 

Matthew 17:24-27  

On their arrival in Capernaum, the tax collectors for the Temple tax came to 

Peter and asked him, "Doesn't your teacher pay the Temple tax?"  "Of course he 

does," Peter replied. Then he went into the house to talk to Jesus about it. But 

before he had a chance to speak, Jesus asked him, "What do you think, Peter? Do 

kings tax their own people or the foreigners they have conquered?"  

 

"They tax the foreigners," Peter replied. "Well, then," Jesus said, "the citizens are 

free!  However, we don't want to offend them, so go down to the lake and throw in 

a line. Open the mouth of the first fish you catch, and you will find a coin. Take the 

coin and pay the tax for both of us." 

  

All Jewish males had to pay a temple tax to support temple upkeep (Exodus 30:11-

16). Tax collectors set up booths to collect these taxes. Only Matthew records this 

incident—perhaps because he had been a tax collector himself. 

 

As usual, Peter answered a question without really knowing the answer, putting 

Jesus and the disciples in an awkward position. Jesus used this situation, however, 

to emphasize his kingly role. Just as kings pay no taxes and collect none from their 

family, Jesus, the King, owed no taxes. But Jesus supplied the tax payment for 
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both himself and Peter rather than offend those who didn’t understand his kingship. 

Although Jesus supplied the tax money, Peter had to go and get it. Ultimately all 

that we have comes to us from God’s supply, but he may want us to be active in 

the process. 

 

As God’s people, we are foreigners on earth because our loyalty is always to our 

real King—Jesus. Still we have to cooperate with the authorities and be responsible 

citizens. An ambassador to another country keeps the local laws in order to 

represent well the one who sent him. We are Christ’s ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20). 

Are you being a good foreign ambassador for him to this world? 

 

  

The Withering of the Fig Tree: 

 

Matthew 21:18-22  

    In the morning, as Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, he was hungry, and he 

noticed a fig tree beside the road. He went over to see if there were any figs on it, 

but there were only leaves. Then he said to it, "May you never bear fruit again!" 

And immediately the fig tree withered up.  The disciples were amazed when they 

saw this and asked, "How did the fig tree wither so quickly?"  Then Jesus told 

them, "I assure you, if you have faith and don't doubt, you can do things like this 

and much more. You can even say to this mountain, 'May God lift you up and 

throw you into the sea,' and it will happen.  If you believe, you will receive 

whatever you ask for in prayer." 

  

 

Why did Jesus curse the fig tree? This was not a thoughtless, angry act, but an 

acted-out parable. Jesus was showing his anger at religion without substance. Just 

as the fig tree looked good from a distance but was fruitless on close examination, 

so the temple looked impressive at first glance, but its sacrifices and other 

activities were hollow because they were not done to worship God sincerely (see 

Matthew 21:43). If you only appear to have faith without putting it to work in your 

life, you are like the fig tree that withered and died because it bore no fruit. 

Genuine faith means bearing fruit for God’s kingdom.  

 

Many have wondered about Jesus’ statement that if we have faith and don’t doubt, 

we can move mountains. Jesus, of course, was not suggesting that his followers use 

prayer as “magic” and perform capricious “mountain-moving” acts. Instead, he 

was making a strong point about the disciples’ (and our) lack of faith. What kinds 
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of mountains do you face? Have you talked to God about them? How strong is 

your faith? 
 

Verse 22 is not a guarantee that we can get anything we want simply by asking 

Jesus and believing. God does not grant requests that would hurt us or others or 

that would violate his own nature or will. Jesus’ statement is not a blank check. To 

be fulfilled, our requests must be in harmony with the principles of God’s kingdom. 

The stronger our belief, the more likely our prayers will be in line with God’s will, 

and then God will be happy to grant them. 

  

 

The Miracle of the Draught of Fish: 

 

Luke 5:1-39  

One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great crowds 

pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. He noticed two empty boats at the 

water's edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. Stepping 

into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water. So 

he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. When he had finished speaking, 

he said to Simon, "Now go out where it is deeper and let down your nets, and you 

will catch many fish."  "Master," Simon replied, "we worked hard all last night and 

didn't catch a thing. But if you say so, we'll try again."   

 

 

 

And this time their nets were so full they began to tear!  A shout for help brought 

their partners in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the 

verge of sinking.  When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his 

knees before Jesus and said, "Oh, Lord, please leave me—I'm too much of a sinner 

to be around you."  For he was awestruck by the size of their catch, as were the 

others with him were also astonished.  His partners, James and John, the sons of 

Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus replied to Simon, "Don't be afraid! From now on 

you'll be fishing for people!" And as soon as they landed, they left everything and 

followed Jesus. 

 

The Lake of Gennesaret was also known as the Sea of Galilee or the Sea of 

Tiberias. 

 

Fishermen on the Sea of Galilee used nets, often bell-shaped nets with lead weights 

around the edges. A net would be thrown flat onto the water, and the lead weights 



 32 

would cause it to sink around the fish. Then the fishermen would pull on a cord, 

drawing the net around the fish. Nets had to be kept in good condition, so they 

were washed to remove weeds and then mended. 

 

Simon (Peter) was awestruck at this miracle, and his first response was to feel his 

own insignificance in comparison to this man’s greatness. Peter knew that Jesus 

had healed the sick and driven out demons, but he was amazed that Jesus cared 

about his day-to-day routine and understood his needs. God is interested not only 

in saving us, but also in helping us in our daily activities. 
 

There are two requirements for coming to God. Like Peter, we must recognize our 

own sinfulness. Then, like these fishermen, we must realize that we can’t save 

ourselves. If we know that we need help, and if we know that Jesus is the only one 

who can help us, we will be ready to leave everything and follow him. 

 

 

Jesus Turns Water into Wine”: 

 

John 2:1-11  

The next day Jesus' mother was a guest at a wedding celebration in the village of 

Cana in Galilee. Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. 

 The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus' mother spoke to him about 

the problem. "They have no more wine," she told him.  "How does that concern 

you and me?" Jesus asked. "My time has not yet come."  

 But his mother told the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."   

 

 Six stone waterpots were standing there; they were used for Jewish ceremonial 

purposes and held twenty to thirty gallons each.  Jesus told the servants, "Fill the 

jars with water." When the jars had been filled to the brim,  he said, "Dip some out 

and take it to the master of ceremonies." So they followed his instructions.  

 

 When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now wine, not knowing 

where it had come from (though, of course, the servants knew), he called the 

bridegroom over. "Usually a host serves the best wine first," he said. "Then, when 

everyone is full and doesn't care, he brings out the less expensive wines. But you 

have kept the best until now!"  This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was Jesus' 

first display of his glory. And his disciples believed in him.  

 

Jesus was on a mission to save the world, the greatest mission in the history of 

mankind. Yet he took time to attend a wedding and take part in its festivities. We 
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may be tempted to think we should not take time out from our “important” work 

for social occasions. But maybe these social occasions are part of our mission. 

Jesus valued these wedding festivities because they involved people, and Jesus 

came to be with people. Our mission can often be accomplished in joyous times of 

celebration with others. Bring balance to your life by bringing Jesus into times of 

pleasure as well as times of work. 

 

Weddings in Jesus’ day were week-long festivals. Banquets would be prepared for 

many guests, and the week would be spent celebrating the new life of the married 

couple. Often the whole town was invited, and everybody would come—it was 

considered an insult to refuse an invitation to a wedding. To accommodate many 

people, careful planning was needed. To run out of wine was more than 

embarrassing; it broke the strong unwritten laws of hospitality. Jesus was about to 

respond to a heartfelt need. 
 

     

 

 

 

Mary was probably not asking Jesus to do a miracle; she was simply hoping that 

her son would help solve this major problem and find some wine. Tradition says 

that Joseph, Mary’s husband, was dead, so she probably was used to asking for her 

son’s help in certain situations. Jesus’ answer to Mary is difficult to understand, 

but maybe that is the point. Although Mary did not understand what Jesus was 

going to do, she trusted him to do what was right. Those who believe in Jesus but 

run into situations they cannot understand must continue to trust that he will work 

in the best way. 

 

Mary submitted to Jesus’ way of doing things. She recognized that Jesus was more 

than her human son—he was the Son of God. When we bring our problems to 

Christ, we may think we know how he should take care of them. But he may have 

a completely different plan. Like Mary, we should submit and allow him to deal 

with the problem as he saw best. 

     

The six stone water jars were normally used for ceremonial washing. When full, 

the pots would hold 20 to 30 gallons. According to the Jews’ ceremonial law, 

people became symbolically unclean by touching objects of everyday life. Before 

eating, the Jews would pour water over their hands to cleanse themselves of any 

bad influences associated with what they had touched. 
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People look everywhere but to God for excitement and meaning. For some reason, 

they expect God to be dull and lifeless. Just as the wine Jesus made was the best, 

so life in him is better than life on our own. Why wait until everything else runs 

out before trying God? Why save the best until last? 
 

When the disciples saw Jesus’ miracle, they believed. The miracle showed his 

power over nature and revealed the way he would go about his ministry—helping 

others, speaking with authority, and being in personal touch with people. 

 

 Miracles are not merely superhuman events, but events that demonstrate God’s 

power. Almost every miracle Jesus did was a renewal of fallen creation—restoring 

sight, making the lame walk, even restoring life to the dead. Believe in Christ not 

because he is a superman but because he is the God who continues his creation, 

even in those of us who are poor, weak, crippled, orphaned, blind, deaf, or with 

some other desperate need for 

 re-creation. 

   

Second Draught of Fish: 

 

John 21:1-14  

Later Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. This is how 

it happened.  Several of the disciples were there—Simon Peter, Thomas 

(nicknamed the Twin), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 

two other disciples. Simon Peter said, "I'm going fishing." "We'll come, too," they 

all said. So they went out in the boat, but they caught nothing all night.   

 

 At dawn the disciples saw Jesus standing on the beach, but they couldn't see who 

he was.  He called out, "Friends, have you caught any fish?" 

"No," they replied. Then he said, "Throw out your net on the right-hand side of the 

boat, and you'll get plenty of fish!" So they did, and they couldn't draw in the net 

because there were so many fish in it.  

 

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), 

jumped into the water, and swam ashore.  The others stayed with the boat and 

pulled the loaded net to the shore, for they were only out about three hundred feet.  

When they got there, they saw that a charcoal fire was burning and fish were frying 

over it, and there was bread.  
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Bring some of the fish you've just caught," Jesus said. So Simon Peter went aboard 

and dragged the net to the shore. There were 153 large fish, and yet the net hadn't 

torn. "Now come and have some breakfast!" Jesus said. And no one dared ask him 

if he really was the Lord because they were sure of it.  Then Jesus served them the 

bread and the fish. This was the third time Jesus had appeared to his disciples since 

he had been raised from the dead. 

 

This chapter tells how Jesus commissioned Peter. Perhaps Peter needed special 

Jesus’ conversation with Peter.  He may have needed encouragement after his 

denial—he may have felt completely worthless. John 21:1-14 set the scene for 

Jesus’ conversation with Peter. 

 

In this beach scene, Jesus led Peter through an experience that would remove the 

cloud of his denial. Peter had disowned Jesus three times. Three times Jesus asked 

Peter if he loved him. When Peter answered yes, Jesus told him to feed his sheep. 

It is one thing to say you love Jesus, but the real test is willingness to serve him. 

Peter had repented, and here Jesus was asking him to commit his life. Peter’s life 

changed when he finally realized who Jesus was. His occupation changed from 

fisherman to evangelist; his identity changed from impetuous to “rock;” and his 

relationship to Jesus changed—he was forgiven, and he finally understood the 

significance of Jesus’ words about his death and resurrection. 

 

Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved him. The first time Jesus said, “Do you 

truly love (Greek agape: volitional, self-sacrificial love) me more than these?” The 

second time, Jesus focused on Peter alone and still used the word translated into 

Greek, agape. The third time, Jesus used the word translated into Greek, phileo 

(signifying affection, affinity, or brotherly love) and asked, in effect, “Are you 

even my friend?” Each time Peter responded with the word translated into Greek as 

phileo. Jesus doesn’t settle for quick, superficial answers. He has a way of getting 

to the heart of the matter. Peter had to face his true feelings and motives when 

Jesus confronted him. How would you respond if Jesus asked you, “Do you truly 

love me?” Do you really love Jesus? Are you even his friend? 

 

  

Miracles are for today: 

 

John 14:12-14  

“The truth is, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, 

and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.  You can ask for 
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anything in my name, and I will do it, because the work of the Son brings glory to 

the Father.  Yes, ask anything in my name, and I will do it! 

  

Isaiah 59:19  

Then at last they will respect and glorify the name of the Lord throughout the 

world.  He will come like a flood tide driven by the breath of the Lord.  

 

 May your faith abound as you study these miracles.    

 
    Holy Bible:  Kings James Version 

      Life Application Bible New Testament Commentary 
    Holy Bible:  New Living Translation 

     

 

     

 

     

 
 

 

 

 
 

    

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

    

 

 

     

 


