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Giving ourselves unto the Lord. 

James 4:7-17 

 

    Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you.  

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, 

ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.  

Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to 

mourning, and your joy to heaviness.  

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.  

 

How can you come close to God?  

James gives five ways: 

(1) Humble yourselves before God (4:7). Yield to his authority and will, 
commit your life to him and his control, and be willing to follow him.  

(2) Resist the devil (4:7). Don't allow Satan to entice and tempt you.  

(3) Wash your hands... and purify your hearts (that is, lead a pure life) 
(4:8). Be cleansed from sin, replacing your desire to sin with your desire to 
experience God's purity. 

(4) Let there be sorrow and deep grief for your sins (4:9). Don't be 
afraid to express deep heartfelt sorrow for what you have done. 

(5)   Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor 
(4:10; 1 Peter 5:6). 

 

Bowing in humility before the Lord means recognizing that our worth comes 
from God alone. To be humble involves leaning on his power and his 
guidance, and not going our own independent way.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+5%3A6


3 
 

Although we do not deserve God’s favor, he wants to lift us up and give us 
worth and dignity, despite our human shortcomings. 

 

Do not speak evil, or judge your brother. 

 

Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his 

brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth 

the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a 

judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who 

art thou that judgest another?  

 

Jesus summarized the law as love for God and neighbor 

(Matthew 22:37-40),  

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. [38] This is the first 
and great commandment. [39] And the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. [40] On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.  

 

Paul said that love demonstrated toward a neighbor would fully 
satisfy the law 

(Romans 13:6-10).     

For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, 
attending continually upon this very thing.  

[7] Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.  

[8] Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth 
another hath fulfilled the law.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+22%3A37-40
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+13%3A6-10
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[9] For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou 
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not 
covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself.  

[10] Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law.  

When we fail to love, we are actually breaking God's law. Examine your 
attitude and actions toward others. Do you build people up or tear them 
down? When you're ready to criticize someone, remember God's law of 
love and say something good instead. Saying something beneficial to 
others will cure you of finding fault and increase your ability to obey God's 
law of love. 

Do not leave God out of your plans. 

 

[13] Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such a 

city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:  

[14] Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is 

your life? It is even a vapor that appeareth for a little time, and then 

vanisheth away.  

[15] For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, 

or that. [16] But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is 

evil. 

It is good to have goals, but goals can disappoint us if we leave God out of 
them. There is no point in making plans as though God does not exist 
because the future is in his hands.  

The beginning of good planning is to ask: “What would I like to be doing ten 
years from now? One year from now? Tomorrow? How will I react if God 
steps in and rearranges my plans?” We can plan ahead, but we must hold 
on to our plans loosely. If we put God’s desires at the center of our 
planning, he will never disappoint us. 
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Life is short no matter how many years we live. Don’t be deceived into 
thinking that you have lots of remaining time to live for Christ, to enjoy your 
loved ones, or to do what you know you should. Live for God today! Then, 
no matter when your life ends, you will have fulfilled God’s plan for you. 

 

Not doing the good we know to do, is sin. 

 

[17] Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him 

it is sin. 

Although God and the devil are at war, we don't have to wait until the end 
to see who will win. God has already defeated Satan (Revelation 12:10-12),  

When Christ returns, the devil and all he stands for will be eliminated 
forever (Revelation 20:10-15).  

Satan is here now, however, and he is trying to win us over to his evil 
cause. With the Holy Spirit's power, we can resist the devil, and he will flee 
from us. 

We tend to think that doing wrong is sin. But James tells us that sin is also 
not doing right.  

(These two kinds of sin are sometimes called sins of commission and sins 
of omission.)  

It is a sin to lie; it can also be a sin to know the truth and not tell it. It is a sin 
to speak evil of someone; it is also a sin to avoid that person when you 
know he or she needs your friendship.  

You should be willing to help as the Holy Spirit guides you. If God has 
directed you to do a kind act, to render a service, or to restore a 
relationship, do it. You will experience a renewed and refreshed vitality to 
your Christian faith. 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+12%3A10-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A10-15
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An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus 

 

Rev. 3:20  

 

    Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 

open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart, please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I 

ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept 

you as savior and will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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