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Quitting 

 

Remain with your hand to the plow. 

 

Luke 9:62 
 
But Jesus said to him, "No one, after putting his hand to the plow and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 

 

What does Jesus want from us? Total dedication, not halfhearted 
commitment. We can't pick and choose among Jesus' ideas and follow him 
selectively; we have to accept the cross along with the crown. We must 
count the cost and be willing to abandon everything else that has given us 
security—without looking back. With our focus on Jesus, we should allow 
nothing to distract us from following him. 

 

In due time you will reap. 

 

Galatians 6:9 
 
Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not 
grow weary. 

It is discouraging to continue to do right and receive no word of thanks or 
see no tangible results. But Paul challenged the Galatians, and he 
challenges us to keep on doing good and to trust God for the results. In due 
time, we will reap a harvest of blessing. 
  

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Luke/9/62
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Galatians/6/9
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Do not grow weary. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:13 
 
But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good. 

 

An idle person who doesn't work ends up filling his or her time with less 
than helpful activities, like gossip. Rumors and hearsay are tantalizing, 
exciting to hear, and make us feel like insiders. But they tear people down. 
If you often find your nose in other people's business, you may be 
underemployed. Look for a task to do for Christ or for your family, and get 
to work. 
  

 
Forget the past and reach forward. 

 
 
Philippians 3:12-14 
 
Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I 
press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by 
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; 
but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

Paul said that his goal was to know Christ, to be like Christ, and to be all 
Christ had in mind for him. This goal took all of Paul's energies. This is a 
helpful example for us. We should not let anything take our eyes off our 
goal—knowing Christ. With the single-mindedness of an athlete in training, 
we must lay aside everything harmful and forsake anything that may 
distract us from being effective Christians. What is holding you back? 
  

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Thessalonians/3/13
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Philippians/3/12
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Continue in the things you have learned. 

 

2 Timothy 3:14 
 
You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become 
convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 

 

Besieged by false teachers and the inevitable pressures of a growing 
ministry, Timothy could easily have abandoned his faith or modified his 
doctrine. Once again Paul counseled Timothy to look to his past and to 
hold to the basic teachings about Jesus that are eternally true. Like 
Timothy, we are surrounded by false teachings. But we must not allow our 
society to distort or crowd out God's eternal truth. Spend time every day 
reflecting on the foundation of your Christian faith found in God's Word, the 
great truths that build up your life. 
  

 

Press upward to God’s call. 

 

Philippians 3:14 
 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

 Paul had reason to forget the past—he had held the coats of those who 
had stoned Stephen, the first Christian martyr (Acts 7:57, 58, Paul is called 
Saul here). We have all done things for which we are ashamed, and we live 
in the tension of what we have been and what we want to be. Because our 
hope is in Christ, however, we can let go of past guilt and look forward to 
what God will help us become. Don't dwell on your past. Instead, grow in 
the knowledge of God by concentrating on your relationship with him now. 
Realize that you are forgiven, and then move on to a life of faith and 
obedience. Look forward to a fuller and more meaningful life because of 
your hope in Christ. 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Timothy/3/14
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Philippians/3/14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+7%3A57-58
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Run so you may win. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24 
 
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives 
the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 

Winning a race requires purpose and discipline. Paul uses this illustration 
to explain that the Christian life takes hard work, self-denial, and grueling 
preparation. As Christians, we are running toward our heavenly reward. 
The essential disciplines of prayer, Bible study, and worship equip us to run 
with vigor and stamina. Don't merely observe from the grandstand; don't 
just turn out to jog a couple of laps each morning. Train diligently—your 
spiritual progress depends upon it. 
  

 

Wait on the Lord, and gain new strength. 

 

Isaiah 40:31 
 
Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; they will mount up 
with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not 
become weary. 

Even the strongest people get tired at times, but God's power and strength 
never diminish. He is never too tired or too busy to help and listen. His 
strength is our source of strength. When you feel all of life crushing you and 
you cannot go another step, remember that you can call upon God to 
renew your strength. 
  

 

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-Corinthians/9/24
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/40/31
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Not Giving Up 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-17 
 
Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet 
our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction 
is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 

It is easy to lose heart and quit. We all have faced problems in our 
relationships or in our work that have caused us to think about giving up. 
Rather than quitting when persecution wore him down, Paul concentrated 
on the inner strength that came from the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:16). Don't 
let fatigue, pain, or criticism force you off the job. Renew your commitment 
to serving Christ. Don't forsake your eternal reward because of the intensity 
of today's pain. Your very weakness allows the resurrection power of Christ 
to strengthen you moment by moment. 

Our troubles should not diminish our faith or disillusion us. We should 
realize that there is a purpose in our suffering. Problems and human 
limitations have several benefits:  

(1) They remind us of Christ's suffering for us;  

(2) They keep us from pride;  

(3) They cause us to look beyond this brief life;  

(4) They give us opportunities to prove our faith to others; and  

(5) They give God the opportunity to demonstrate his power. See your 
troubles as opportunities! 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Corinthians/4/16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+3%3A16
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Be willing to give up all your possessions. 

 

Luke 14:33 
 
"So then, none of you can be my disciple who does not give up all his own 
possessions. 

The man sitting at the table with Jesus envisioned the glory of God's 
Kingdom, but he did not yet understand how to have a share in it. In Jesus' 
story, many people turned down the invitation to the banquet because the 
timing was inconvenient. We, too, may resist or delay responding to God's 
invitation, and our excuses may sound reasonable—work duties, family 
responsibilities, financial needs, or other reasons.  

Nevertheless, God's invitation is the most important event in your life, no 
matter how inconveniently it may be timed. Are you making excuses to 
avoid responding to God's call? Jesus reminds us that the time will come 
when God will pull his invitation and offer it to others—then it will be too late 
to get into the banquet. 

  

Some seed fall among thrones. 

 

Matthew 13:7 
 
"Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them 
out. 

This parable should encourage spiritual "farmers"—those who teach, 
preach, and seek to lead others to the Lord. The farmer sowed good seed, 
but not all the seed sprouted; even the plants that grew had varying yields. 
Don't be discouraged if you do not always see results as you faithfully 
teach the Word.  

Belief cannot be forced to follow a mathematical formula (i.e., a 4:1 ratio of 
seeds planted to seeds sprouted). Rather, it is a miracle of God's Holy 
Spirit using your words to produce faith in Christ. 
  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Luke/14/33
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/13/7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+4%3A1
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Those who complete will gain imperishable wealth. 

 

Hebrews 11:24 
 
 
Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things 
they then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we gain imperishable. 

Moses became one of Israel's greatest leaders, a prophet and a lawgiver. 
But when he was born, his people were slaves in Egypt, and the Egyptian 
officials had ordered that all Hebrew baby boys were to be killed. Moses 
was spared, however, and Pharaoh's daughter raised Moses in Pharaoh's 
own household (Exodus 1-2)!  

It took faith for Moses to give up his place in the palace, but he could do it 
because he saw the fleeting nature of great wealth and prestige. It is easy 
to be deceived by the temporary benefits of wealth, popularity, status, and 
achievement, and to be blind to the long-range benefits of God's Kingdom. 
Faith helps us look beyond the world's value system to see the eternal 
values of God's Kingdom. 
  

 

Become a follower and a partaker. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:23 
 
I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow 
partaker of it. 

Paul gives several important principles for ministry: 

(1) Find common ground with those you contact;  

(2)  Avoid a know-it-all attitude; 

 (3)  Make others feel accepted; 

 (4) Be sensitive to their needs and concerns; and  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Hebrews/11/24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+1-2
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-Corinthians/9/23
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(5) Look for opportunities to tell them about Christ. These principles are just 
as valid for us as they were for Paul. 
  

 

 

Fight a good fight and keep the faith. 

 

2 Timothy 4:7 
 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith; 

 

As he neared the end of his life, Paul could confidently say that he had 
been faithful to his call. Thus, he faced death calmly, knowing that he would 
be rewarded by Christ. Is your life preparing you for death? Do you share 
Paul's confident expectation of meeting Christ?  

The good news is that the heavenly reward is not just for giants of the faith 
like Paul, but for all who are eagerly looking forward to Christ's second 
coming. Paul gave these words to encourage Timothy and us, so that no 
matter how difficult the fight seems, we can keep fighting. When we are 
with Jesus Christ, we will discover that it was all worth it. 

 

Act like men and be strong. 

 

1 Corinthians 16:13 
 
Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, and be strong. 

 

As the Corinthians awaited Paul's next visit, they were directed to:  

(1) Be on guard. They were to be constantly watchful or alert for spiritual 
enemies that might slip in and threaten to destroy them whether it be 
divisions, pride, sin, disorder, or erroneous theology;  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Timothy/4/7
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-Corinthians/16/13
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(2) Stand firm in what they believed—that is, the gospel that they had been 
taught in the beginning, the gospel that had brought them salvation;  

(3) Be courageous so that they could stand against false teachers, deal 
with sin in the congregation, and straighten out other problems;  

(4) Be strong, with the strength given by the Holy Spirit; and  

(5) Do everything with love because without love, they would be no more 
than prideful noisemakers. 
  

There is a reward for your work. 

 

2 Chronicles 15:7 
 
"But you, be strong and do not lose courage, for there is reward for your 
work." 

Azariah encouraged the men of Judah to keep up the good work, "for your 
work will be rewarded." This is an inspiration for us, too. Recognition and 
reward are great motivators that have two dimensions:  

(1) The temporal dimension. Living by God's standards may result in 
acclaim here on earth.  

(2) The eternal dimension. Permanent recognition and reward will be given 
in the next life.  

Don't be discouraged if you feel your faith in God is going unrewarded here 
on earth. The best rewards are not in this life but in the life to come. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Chronicles/15/7
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The Lord will never allow the righteous to be shaken. 

 

Psalm 55:22 
 
Cast your burden upon the LORD and He will sustain you; He will never 
allow the righteous to be shaken. 

God wants us to give our burdens to him, but often we continue to bear 
them ourselves even when we say we are trusting in him. Trust the same 
strength that sustains you to carry your cares also. 
  

 

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus 

 

Rev. 3:20  

 

    Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 

open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I 

ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept 

you as savior and will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/55/22
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