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Overview: 

 

Rehoboam 

 

REHOBOAM TRADED AWAY WHAT WAS REAL  

 

FOR WHAT WAS COUNTERFEIT 

 

 

Rehoboam’s story is told in 1 Kings 11:43-14:31 and 2 Chron. 9:31-13:7. He is 

also mentioned in Matthew 1:7. 

 

Settling for cheap imitations in exchange for the real thing is a poor way to live. In 

every area of his life, Rehoboam consistently traded away what was real for what 

was counterfeit. Given wise and unwise counsel by his advisers at his coronation, 

he chose to grab for power and control rather than to take patiently the counsel of 

those older and wiser than he and treat his people with kindness. Although his 

position came from God, he chose to abandon God. These unwise decisions made 

him weaker rather than stronger. As a result, he was invaded by the Egyptians and 

stripped of the riches he inherited from David and Solomon. To replace them, he 

had cheap bronze copies made. 

 

Throughout the early part of his reign, Rehoboam fluctuated between obeying God 

and going his own way. Outward appearances were kept up, but his inward 

attitudes were evil. Following in the tradition of David gave Rehoboam many 

opportunities for real greatness. Instead, he ended up with a divided and broken 

kingdom. 

 

How much of real living have we traded away for the things that do not last? We 

trade healthy bodies for momentary excitement, personal integrity for fast-fading 

wealth, honesty for lies, and Gods wise guidance for our selfish ways. We sin when 

we willingly give little value to “the real thing” God has already given us. 

 

Our counterfeit lives may fool some people, but they never fool God. Yet in spite 

of what he sees in us, God offers mercy. Are you a self-managed enterprise, 

counterfeit at best? Or have you placed yourself in Gods care? Do the decisions 

you must make today need a second consideration in light of Rehoboam example? 
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Successor to Solomon as king 

1 Kings 11:43  

And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David his father: 

and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.  

 

2 Chron. 9:31  

And Solomon slept with his fathers, and he was buried in the city of David his 

father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.  

 

Refuses to reform abuses 

1 Kings 12:1-15  

And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were come to Shechem to make 

him king.  

And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard 

of it, (for he was fled from the presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in 

Egypt;)  

They sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, 

and spake unto Rehoboam, saying,  

Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service 

of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve 

thee.  

And he said unto them, depart yet for three days, then come again to me. And the 

people departed.  

And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men that stood before Solomon his 

father while he yet lived, and said, how do ye advise that I may answer this 

people?  
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And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this 

day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then 

they will be thy servants for ever.  

But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and 

consulted with the young men that were grown up with him, and which stood 

before him:  

And he said unto them, what counsel give ye that we may answer this people, who 

have spoken to me, saying, make the yoke which thy father did put upon us 

lighter?  

And the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him, saying, Thus 

shalt thou speak unto this people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made our 

yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My 

little finger shall be thicker than my father's loins.  

And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 

yoke: my father hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with 

scorpions.  

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had 

appointed, saying, Come to me again the third day.  

And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the old men's counsel that 

they gave him;  

And spake to them after the counsel of the young men, saying, my father made 

your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: my father also chastised you with 

whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.  

Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; for the cause was from the 

Lord, that he might perform his saying, which the Lord spoke by Ahijah the 

Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat.  
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  THE DIVIDED KINGDOM  

   

 

After Solomon’s death, the northern tribes revolt, forming two separate nations. 

Each nation experiences disastrous consequences from having evil kings. Elijah 

appears on the scene, confronting these kings for their sin. God deals with sin in 

powerful ways. Although judgment may appear to be slow, God will judge evil 

harshly. 

 

Rehoboam was made king at Shechem, about 35 miles north of Jerusalem. It would 

have been normal to anoint the new king in Jerusalem, the capital city, but 

Rehoboam saw trouble brewing with Jeroboam and went north to try to maintain 

good relations with the northern tribes. He probably chose Shechem because it was 

an ancient location for making covenants (Joshua 24:1). When the kingdom 

divided, Shechem became the capital of the northern kingdom for a short time (1 

Kings 12:25). 

 

Rehoboam asked for advice, but he didn’t carefully evaluate what he was told. If 

he had, he would have realized that the advice offered by the elders was wiser than 

that of his peers. To evaluate advice, ask if it is realistic, workable, and consistent 

with Biblical principles.  

 

Determine if the results of following the advice will be fair, make improvements, 

and give a positive solution or direction. Seek counsel from those more 

experienced and wiser. Advice is helpful only if it is consistent with God’s 

standards. 

 

Both Jeroboam and Rehoboam did what was good for themselves, not what was 

good for their people. Rehoboam was harsh and did not listen to what the people 

said; Jeroboam established new places of worship to keep his people from 

traveling to Jerusalem, Rehoboam’s capital.  

 

Both actions backfired. Rehoboam’s move divided the nation, and Jeroboam’s 

turned the people from God. Good leaders put the best interests of the “followers” 

above their own. Making decisions only for yourself will backfire and cause you to 

lose more than if you had kept the welfare of others in mind. 
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 Rehoboam is made king. 

2 Chron. 10:1-15  

And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for to Shechem were all Israel come to make 

him king.  

And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was in Egypt, whither 

he had fled from the presence of Solomon the king, heard it, that Jeroboam 

returned out of Egypt.  

And they sent and called him. So Jeroboam and all Israel came and spake to 

Rehoboam, saying, Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore ease thou 

somewhat the grievous servitude of thy father, and his heavy yoke that he put upon 

us, and we will serve thee.  

And he said unto them, come again unto me after three days. And the people 

departed.  

And king Rehoboam took counsel with the old men that had stood before Solomon 

his father while he yet lived, saying, What counsel give ye me to return answer to 

this people?  

And they spake unto him, saying, If thou be kind to this people, and please them, 

and speak good words to them, they will be thy servants forever. But he forsook 

the counsel which the old men gave him, and took counsel with the young men that 

were brought up with him, that stood before him.  

And he said unto them, What advice give ye that we may return answer to this 

people, which have spoken to me, saying, Ease somewhat the yoke that thy father 

did put upon us?  

And the young men that were brought up with him spake unto him, saying, Thus 

shalt thou answer the people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made our 

yoke heavy, but make thou it somewhat lighter for us; thus shalt thou say unto 

them, My little finger shall be thicker than my father's loins.  

For whereas my father put a heavy yoke upon you, I will put more to your yoke: 

my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.  
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So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king 

bade, saying, and come again to me on the third day.  

And the king answered them roughly; and king Rehoboam forsook the counsel of 

the old men,  

And answered them after the advice of the young men, saying, my father made 

your yoke heavy, but I will add thereto: my father chastised you with whips, but I 

will chastise you with scorpions.  

So the king hearkened not unto the people: for the cause was of God, that the Lord 

might perform his word, which he spake by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite to 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat.  

THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH  

 

After Solomon’s death, the northern tribes revolt, and we read little more about 

them in 2 Chronicles. The remainder of 2 Chronicles recounts the alternating 

periods of apostasy and reform in Judah. In the end, Judah would not turn from its 

sin, and the tragic result was a 70-year captivity in Babylon. Sin in our lives will 

also lead to judgment and devastation. Although God’s judgment may seem slow, 

it is nevertheless certain. 

 

The crowning of an Israelite king would normally have taken place in Jerusalem, 

the capital city.  

 

But Rehoboam saw that there was the possibility of trouble in the north; so to 

maintain his hold on the country, he chose Shechem, a city about 35 miles north of 

Jerusalem. Shechem was an ancient site for making covenants (Joshua 24:1). 

 

Following bad advice can cause disaster. Rehoboam lost the chance to rule a 

peaceful, united kingdom because he rejected the advice of Solomon’s older 

counselors, preferring the counsel of his peers.  

 

Rehoboam made two errors in seeking advice: (1) he did not give extra 

consideration to the suggestions of those who knew the situation better than he, 

and (2) he did not ask God for wisdom to discern which was the better option. 

It is easy to follow the advice of our peers because they often feel as we do. But 

their view may be limited. It is important to listen carefully to those who have 

more experience than we do—they can see the bigger picture. 
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Why was Jeroboam in Egypt? Ahijah the prophet had predicted that Israel would 

split in two and that Jeroboam would become king of the northern section.  

 

When Solomon learned of this prophecy, he tried to kill Jeroboam, and Jeroboam 

was forced to flee to Egypt (1 Kings 11:26-40). 

 

Rehoboam must have gotten an unbalanced picture of leadership from his father, 

Solomon. Apparently Rehoboam saw only the difficulty of leading the nation, not 

the opportunities. He mentioned only the harsher aspects of Solomon’s rule, and he 

himself decided to be very harsh toward the people.  

 

As you discuss your responsibilities with your children, be sure that you temper 

words of complaint with words of joy. Otherwise you may sour their attitudes 

toward the work you do and those you serve. 

 

Ten tribes, under the leadership of Jeroboam, successfully revolt from 

1 Kings 12:16-24  

    So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the people 

answered the king, saying, what portion have we in David? Neither have we 

inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, 

David. So Israel departed unto their tents.   

But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam 

reigned over them. [1Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram who was over the tribute; 

and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. Therefore king Rehoboam made 

speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem.  

So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day. And it came to pass, 

when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him 

unto the congregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that 

followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only.  
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And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah, 

with the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which 

were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to 

Rehoboam the son of Solomon.  

But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying, Speak unto 

Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and 

Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying,  

Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children 

of Israel: return every man to his house; for this thing is from me. They hearkened 

therefore to the word of the Lord, and returned to depart, according to the word of 

the Lord.  

This marks the beginning of the division of the kingdom that lasted for centuries. 

Ten of Israel’s 12 tribes followed Jeroboam and called their new nation Israel (the 

northern kingdom). The other two tribes remained loyal to Rehoboam and called 

their nation Judah (the southern kingdom).  

 

The kingdom did not split overnight. It was already dividing as early as the days of 

the judges because of tribal jealousies, especially between Ephraim, the most 

influential tribe of the north, and Judah, the chief tribe of the south. 

 

Before the days of Saul and David, the religious center of Israel was located, for 

the most part, in the territory of Ephraim. When Solomon built the temple, he 

moved the religious center of Israel to Jerusalem.  

 

This eventually brought tribal rivalries to the breaking point. (For more 

information on tribal jealousies and how they affected Israel, see Judges 12:1ff; 2 

Samuel 2:4ff; 2 Samuel 19:41-43.) 

 

    All Israel went to the tents. 

2 Chron. 10:16-19  

And when all Israel saw that the king would not hearken unto them, the people 

answered the king, saying, what portions have we in David? And we have none 

inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to your tents, O Israel: and now, David, 

see to thine own house. So all Israel went to their tents.  
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But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned 

over them. Then king Rehoboam sent Hadoram that was over the tribute; and the 

children of Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. But king Rehoboam made 

speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. And Israel rebelled against 

the house of David unto this day.  

In trying to have it all, Rehoboam lost almost everything. Motivated by greed and 

power, he pressed too hard and divided his kingdom. He didn’t need more money 

or power because he had inherited the richest kingdom in the world. He didn’t need 

more control because he was the king. His demands were based on selfishness 

rather than reason or spiritual discernment. Those who insist on having it all often 

wind up with little or nothing. 

 

  This is the beginning of the divided kingdom. The peaceful united kingdom under 

Solomon divided into two parts. Ten of the tribes followed Jeroboam and called 

their nation Israel, or the northern kingdom. The other two tribes, Judah and 

Benjamin, remained loyal to David’s line and accepted Rehoboam’s rule. They 

called their nation Judah, or the southern kingdom. 

 

    Rehoboam plans a conquest. 

2 Chron. 11:1-4  

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he gathered of the house of Judah 

and Benjamin an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were 

warriors, to fight against Israel, that he might bring the kingdom again to 

Rehoboam.  

But the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, Speak unto 

Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and 

Benjamin, saying,  

Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren: return 

every man to his house: for this thing is done of me. And they obeyed the words of 

the Lord, and returned from going against Jeroboam.  
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Rehoboam’s foolishness divided his kingdom, and he tried to reunite it by force. 

True unity, however, cannot be forced—it must be the free response of willing 

hearts. If you want the loyalty of employees, children, or anyone else in your 

charge, win their respect through love instead of trying to gain their submission 

through force. 

 

Why would God support this rebellion? It was part of the nation’s punishment for 

turning away from God (1 Kings 11:11). It may also have been God’s way of 

saving Rehoboam’s smaller kingdom from defeat. In doing so, God preserved 

David’s line and kept intact his plan for the Messiah to be a descendant of David 

(see 2 Samuel 7:16).  

 

When we see division, especially in a church that splits, we wonder what God 

would have us do. God desires unity, but while we should always work toward 

reconciliation, we must recognize that only God knows the future. He may allow a 

division in order to fulfill his greater purposes. 

 

Builds fortified cities; is temporarily prosperous 

2 Chron. 11:5-23  

And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for defense in Judah. He built 

even Bethlehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, And Beth-zur, and Shoco, and Adullam, 

And Gath, and Mareshah, and Ziph, And Adoraim, and Lachish, and Azekah,  

And Zorah, and Aijalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah and in Benjamin fenced 

cities. And he fortified the strong holds, and put captains in them, and store of 

victual, and of oil and wine. And in every several city he put shields and spears, 

and made them exceeding strong, having Judah and Benjamin on his side.  

And the priests and the Levites that were in all Israel resorted to him out of all their 

coasts. For the Levites left their suburbs and their possession, and came to Judah 

and Jerusalem: for Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from executing the 

priest's office unto the Lord:  

And he ordained him priests for the high places, and for the devils, and for the 

calves which he had made.  
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And after them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek the Lord 

God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers.  

So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the son of 

Solomon strong, three years: for three years they walked in the way of David and 

Solomon.  

And Rehoboam took him Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth the son of David to 

wife, and Abihail the daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse;  

Which bare him children; Jeush, and Shamariah, and Zaham. And after her he took 

Maachah the daughter of Absalom; which bare him Abijah, and Attai, and Ziza, 

and Shelomith.  

And Rehoboam loved Maachah the daughter of Absalom above all his wives and 

his concubines: (for he took eighteen wives, and threescore concubines; and begat 

twenty and eight sons, and threescore daughters.)  

And Rehoboam made Abijah the son of Maachah the chief, to be ruler among his 

brethren: for he thought to make him king. And he dealt wisely, and dispersed of 

all his children throughout all the countries of Judah and Benjamin, unto every 

fenced city: and he gave them victual in abundance. And he desired many wives.  

Before the nation split, the center of worship was in Jerusalem, and people flocked 

there for the three great annual religious festivals. During the rest of the year, other 

worship services and rituals were conducted in the tribal territories by priests and 

Levites who lived throughout the land. They offered sacrifices, taught God’s laws, 

and encouraged the people to continue to follow God and avoid pagan influences. 

After the nation split, Jeroboam, the new king of Israel, saw these priests and 

Levites as threats to his new government because they retained loyalty to 

Jerusalem, now the capital of Judah. So he appointed his own priests, effectively 

banning the Levites from their duties and forcing them to move to the southern 

kingdom. Jeroboam’s pagan priests encouraged idol worship. With the absence of 

spiritual leaders, the new northern kingdom was in danger of abandoning God. 

 

These people obeyed God rather than Jeroboam. By their actions, they preserved 

their integrity and strengthened the southern kingdom. In the future, most of the 

people in the northern kingdom would go along with the evil designs of the kings, 

hoping to benefit by cooperating. Don’t follow their example and rationalize away 

God’s teachings in order to gain earthly reward. 
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Invaded by the king of Egypt and plundered 

 1 Kings 14:25-28  

And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak king of Egypt 

came up against Jerusalem: [26] And he took away the treasures of the house of the 

Lord, and the treasures of the king's house; he even took away all: and he took 

away all the shields of gold which Solomon had made.  

And king Rehoboam made in their stead brazen shields, and committed them unto 

the hands of the chief of the guard, which kept the door of the king's house. And it 

was so, when the king went into the house of the Lord that the guard bare them, 

and brought them back into the guard chamber.  

When Rehoboam came to power, he inherited a mighty kingdom. Everything he 

could ever want was given to him. But apparently he did not recognize why he had 

so much or how it had been obtained. To teach Rehoboam a lesson, God allowed 

Shishak of Egypt to invade Judah and Israel. Egypt was no longer the world power 

it had once been, and Shishak, possibly resenting Solomon’s enormous success, 

was determined to change that. Shishak’s army was not strong enough to destroy 

Judah and Israel, but he weakened them so much that they were never the same 

again. 

 

Just five years after Solomon died, the temple and palace were ransacked by 

foreign invaders. How quickly the glory, power, and money disappeared! When 

the people became spiritually corrupt and immoral (1 Kings 14:24), it was just a 

short time until they lost everything. Wealth, idol worship, and immorality had 

become more important to them than God. When God is gone from our lives, 

everything else becomes useless, no matter how valuable it seems. 

 

   Rehoboam forsook the Law of God. 

 

 2 Chron. 12:1-12  

And it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom, and had 

strengthened himself, he forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel with him.  
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And it came to pass, that in the fifth year of king Rehoboam Shishak king of Egypt 

came up against Jerusalem, because they had transgressed against the Lord,  

 With twelve hundred chariots, and threescore thousand horsemen: and the people 

were without number that came with him out of Egypt; the Lubim, the Sukkiims, 

and the Ethiopians.  

And he took the fenced cities which pertained to Judah, and came to Jerusalem.  

Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the princes of Judah, that 

were gathered together to Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said unto them, Thus 

saith the Lord, Ye have forsaken me, and therefore have I also left you in the hand 

of Shishak.  

Whereupon the princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves; and they said, 

The Lord is righteous. And when the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the 

word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, They have humbled themselves; 

therefore I will not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance; and my 

wrath shall not be poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.  

Nevertheless they shall be his servants; that they may know my service, and the 

service of the kingdoms of the countries. So Shishak king of Egypt came up 

against Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 

treasures of the king's house; he took all: he carried away also the shields of gold 

which Solomon had made.  

 Instead of which king Rehoboam made shields of brass, and committed them to 

the hands of the chief of the guard, that kept the entrance of the king's house.  

And when the king entered into the house of the Lord, the guard came and fetched 

them, and brought them again into the guard chamber. And when he humbled 

himself, the wrath of the Lord turned from him that he would not destroy him 

altogether: and also in Judah things went well.  

Here “Israel” refers to Judah, the southern kingdom. During his first three years on 

the throne, Rehoboam made an attempt to obey God, and as a result Judah 

prospered. But then, at his peak of popularity and power, he abandoned God. The 

result was destruction because God allowed Judah to be conquered by Egypt. How 

could this happen? Often it is more difficult to be a believer in good times than in 

bad. Tough times push us toward God; but easy times can make us feel self-
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sufficient and self-satisfied. When everything is going right, guard your faith 

closely. 

 

A record of this invasion has been found on an Egyptian stone that says Shishak’s 

army penetrated as far north as the Sea of Galilee, in the northern kingdom. Egypt 

was not the world power it had once been, and Shishak wanted to restore his nation 

to its former greatness.  

 

He was not strong enough to conquer both Israel and Judah, but he managed to 

destroy key cities in Judah in an effort to regain control of the trade routes and 

create dissension among the people. 

 

God eased his judgment when Israel’s leaders confessed their sins, humbled 

themselves, and recognized God’s justice in punishing them. It’s never too late to 

repent, even in the midst of punishment.  

 

Regardless of what we have done, God is willing to receive us back into 

fellowship. Are you struggling and alone because sin has broken your fellowship 

with God? Confession and humility will open the door to receiving God’s mercy. 

 

“Serving the kings of other lands” was the price Judah had to pay for disobeying 

God. The nation’s leaders thought they could succeed in their own strength, but 

they were wrong. When we rebel against God, we always pay for it. When we 

leave God out of our lives, we lose more spiritually than we ever gain financially. 

 

How ironic that the pure gold of Solomon’s temple was replaced by cheaper 

bronze. Rehoboam tried to maintain the trappings and appearance of former glory, 

but he couldn’t measure up. When God is no longer central in our lives, 

maintaining the appearance of a Christian life becomes superficial. Outer beauty 

must come from inner strength. 

 

Death of Rehoboam 

1 Kings 14:31  

And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 

David. And his mother's name was Naamah an Ammonitess. And Abijam his son 

reigned in his stead.  
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 2 Chron. 12:16  

And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David: and 

Abijah his son reigned in his stead.  

Strengths and accomplishments: 

 

 Fourth and last king of the united nation of Israel, but only for a short time 

 Fortified his kingdom and achieved a measure of popularity. 

 

Weaknesses and mistakes: 

 

 Followed unwise advice and divided his kingdom 

 Married foreign women, as his father Solomon had done 

 Abandoned the worship of God and allowed idolatry to flourish 

 

 

Lessons from his life: 

 

 Thoughtless decisions often lead to exchanging what is most valuable for 

something of far less value. Every choice we make has real and long-lasting 

consequences 

 

 

Key verse: 

“After Rehoboam’s position as king was established and he had become strong, he 

and all Israel with him abandoned the law of the LORD” (2 Chron. 12:1). 

 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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