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Forward 

 

River of Life 

 

I have called you into a land that flows with milk and honey. 

Establish your position where the River of Life flows. 

Therefore the abundance of your blessings shall be established. 

 

 

They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of 

delights.  Psalm 36:8 

 

God not only works in them a gracious desire for these pleasures, but by his Spirit 

fills their souls with joy and peace in believing. He quickens whom he will; and 

whoever will, may come, and take from him of the waters of life freely. 

 

 May we know, and love, and uprightly serve the Lord; then no proud enemy, on 

earth or from hell, shall separate us from his love.  

 

Faith calls things that are not, as though they were. It carries us forward to the end 

of time; it shows us the Lord, on his throne of judgment; the empire of sin fallen to 

rise no more. 

 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the 

Most High dwells.  Psalm 46:4 
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Chapter 1 

 

 
The River of Life 

 

 

Rev. 22:1-2  

 

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of 

the throne of God and of the Lamb.  

 

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of 

life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the 

leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  

 

All streams of earthly comfort are muddy; but these are clear, and refreshing. They 

give life, and preserve life, to those who drink of them, and thus they will flow for 

evermore.  

 

These point to the quickening and sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, as 

given to sinners through Christ. The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and 

the Son, applies this salvation to our souls by his new-creating love and power.  

 

The trees of life are fed by the pure waters of the river that comes from the throne 

of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblehub.com/revelation/22.htm
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                                                 Jesus gives living water. 
  

 

John 4:10 

 

Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 

drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 

 

Toil came in with sin; therefore Christ, having made himself a curse for us, 

submitted to it. Also, he was a poor man, and went all his journeys on foot. Being 

wearied, he sat thus on the well; he had no couch to rest upon.  

 

He sat thus, as people wearied with travelling sit. Surely, we ought readily to 

submit to be like the Son of God in such things as these. Christ asked a woman for 

water.  

 

She was surprised because he did not show the anger of his own nation against the 

Samaritans.  

 

Moderate men of all sides are men wondered at. Christ took the occasion to teach 

her Divine things: he converted this woman, by showing her ignorance and 

sinfulness, and her need of a Saviour.  

 

 

 

                                                     The Sea of Glass 
 

Revelation 4:6 

 

Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as 

crystal. In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were 

covered with eyes, in front and in back. 

 

In this all must be washed, to be admitted into the gracious presence of God on                         

earth, and his glorious presence in heaven. The apostle saw four living creatures, 

between the throne and the circle of the elders, standing between God and the 

people.  

 

http://biblehub.com/john/4-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/revelation/4-6.htm
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These seem to signify the true ministers of the gospel, because of their place 

between God and the people. This also is shown by the description given, denoting 

wisdom, courage, diligence, and discretion, and the affections by which they 

mount up toward heaven. 

 

 

                                            Led to the springs of Living Water                       
 

Revelation 7:17 

 

For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; 'he will lead them 

to springs of living water.' 'And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.'" 

 

The seventh seal is opened. There was profound silence in heaven for a space; all 

was quiet in the church, for whenever the church on earth cries through oppression, 

that cry reaches up to heaven; or it is a silence of expectation.  

 

Trumpets were given to the angels, who were to sound them. The Lord Jesus is the 

High Priest of the church, having a golden censer, and much incense, fulness of 

merit in his own. 

  

 

The Lord sent his angels to show thing that would soon take place. 

 

 

Revelation 22:6 

 

The angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God 

who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must 

soon take place." 

 

The Lord Jesus spake by the angel, solemnly confirming the contents of this book, 

particularly of this last vision. He is the Lord God faithful and true. Also by his 

messengers; the holy angels showed them to holy men of God.  

 

They are things that must shortly be done; Christ will come quickly, and put all 

things out of doubt. And by the integrity of that angel who had been the apostle's 

interpreter. 

  

 

http://biblehub.com/revelation/7-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/revelation/22-6.htm
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Let all those thirsty take the free gift of the water of life. 

 

 

Revelation 22:17 

 

The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let the one who hears say, "Come!" Let 

the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the 

water of life. 

 

The Spirit, by the sacred word, and by convictions and influence in the sinner's 

conscience, says, Come to Christ for salvation; and the bride, or the whole church, 

on earth and in heaven, says, Come and share our happiness.  

Lest any should hesitate, it is added, Let whosoever will, or, is willing, come and 

take of the water of life freely. May everyone who hears or reads these words, 

desire at once to accept the gracious invitation. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblehub.com/revelation/22-17.htm
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Chapter 2 

 

Jesus is the Living Water.  

John 4:14     

But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. 

The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 

eternal life.” 

Moderate men of all sides are men wondered at. Christ took the occasion to teach 

her Divine things: he converted this woman, by showing her ignorance and 

sinfulness, and her need of a Saviour.  

By this living water is meant the Spirit. Under this comparison the blessing of the 

Messiah had been promised in the Old Testament. The graces of the Spirit, and his 

comforts, satisfy the thirsting soul that knows its own nature and necessity. 

  

From within flows rivers of living water 

John 7:38     

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers 

of living water.’” 

On the last day of the feast of tabernacles, the Jews drew water and poured it out 

before the Lord. It is supposed that Christ alluded to this. If any man desires to be 

truly and for ever happy, let him apply to Christ, and be ruled by him.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A38&version=ESV
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This thirst means strong desires after spiritual blessings, which nothing else can 

satisfy; so the sanctifying and comforting influences of the Holy Spirit, were 

intended by the waters which Jesus called on them to come to Him and drink.  

The comfort flows plentifully and constantly as a river; strong as a stream to bear 

down the opposition of doubts and fears.  

 

The thirsty shall receive the Water of Life. 

Revelation 21:6     

And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 

the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without 

payment. 

This New Jerusalem is the church of God in its new and perfect state, the church 

triumphant. Its blessedness came wholly from God, and depends on him. The 

presence of God with his people in heaven, will not be interrupt as it is on earth, he 

will dwell with them continually.  

All effects of former trouble shall be done away. They have often been in tears, by 

reason of sin, of affliction, of the calamities of the church; but no signs, no 

remembrance of former sorrows shall remain. Christ makes all things new. 

  

The Lord will pour water on the thirsty. 

Isaiah 44:3     

For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour 

my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. 

Those that serve God he will own. He will help them over difficulties, and in their 

services. Water is the emblem of the Holy Spirit; as water refreshes, cleanses, and 

makes the earth fruitful, so do his influences the soul.  

This gift of the Holy Ghost is the great blessing, the plentiful pouring out of which 

God kept for the latter days. Where God gives his Spirit, he will give all other 

blessing. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+44%3A3&version=ESV
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If any is thirsty, come and drink. 

John 7:37     

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 

On the last day of the feast of tabernacles, the Jews drew water and poured it out 

before the Lord. It is supposed that Christ alluded to this. If any man desires to be 

truly and for ever happy, let him apply to Christ, and be ruled by him.  

This thirst means strong desires after spiritual blessings, which nothing else can 

satisfy; so the sanctifying and comforting influences of the Holy Spirit, were 

intended by the waters which Jesus called on them to come to Him and drink. 

 

Forsake not the fountain of loving water. 

Jeremiah 2:13     

For my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of 

living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold 

no water. 

They hewed them out broken cisterns that could hold no water. Such are the world, 

and the things in it; such are the inventions of men when followed and depended 

on. Let us, with purpose of heart, cleave to the Lord only; whither else shall we go?  

How prone are we to forego the consolations of the Holy Spirit, for the worthless 

joys of the enthusiast and hypocrite! 

  

The water flowing from the throne of God. 

Revelation 22:1     

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+2%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A1&version=ESV
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All streams of earthly comfort are muddy; but these are clear, and refreshing. They 

give life, and preserve life, to those who drink of them, and thus they will flow for 

evermore.  

These point to the quickening and sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, as 

given to sinners through Christ. The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and 

the Son, applies this salvation to our souls by his new-creating love and power.  

  

Let those who desire take the water of life. 

Revelation 22:17     

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” 

And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life 

without price. 

All is confirmed by an open and general invitation to mankind, to come and 

partake freely of the promises and of the privileges of the gospel. The Spirit, by the 

sacred word, and by convictions and influence in the sinner's conscience, says, 

Come to Christ for salvation; and the bride, or the whole church, on earth and in 

heaven, says, Come and share our happiness.  

Lest any should hesitate, it is added, Let whosoever will, or, is willing, come and 

take of the water of life freely. May everyone who hears or reads these words, 

desire at once to accept the gracious invitation. 

  

You shall be like a spring of water. 

Isaiah 58:11     

And the LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places 

and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring 

of water, whose waters do not fail. 

Yet persons, families, neighborhoods, churches, or nations, show repentance and 

sorrow for sin, by keeping a fast sincerely, and, from right motives, repenting, and 

doing good works. The heavy yoke of sin and oppression must be removed. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+58%3A11&version=ESV
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As sin and sorrow dry the bones and weaken the strongest human constitution; so 

the duties of kindness and charity strengthen and refresh both body and mind. 

Those who do justly and love mercy, shall have the comfort, even in this world.  

Good works will bring the blessing of God, provided they are done from love to 

God and man, and wrought in the soul by the Holy Spirit. 

  

You shall not thirst any more. 

Revelation 7:16-17     

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their 

shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes.” 

These prayers, thus accepted in heaven, produced great changes upon earth. The 

Christian worship and religion, pure and heavenly in its origin and nature, when 

sent down to earth and conflicting with the passions and worldly projects of sinful 

men, produced remarkable tumults, here set forth in prophetical language, as our 

Lord himself declared, Luke 12:49. 

  

The wilderness shall be made a pool of water. 

Isaiah 41:17-18     

When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched 

with thirst, I the LORD will answer them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

I will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys. I 

will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 

The Lord will help them, for he is their Redeemer. The Lord will make Jacob to 

become a threshing instrument. God will make him fit for use, new, and having 

sharp spikes. This has fulfilment in the triumphs of the gospel of Christ, and of all 

faithful followers of Christ, over the power of darkness. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+7%3A16-17&version=ESV
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+12%3A49
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41%3A17-18&version=ESV
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Chapter 3 

 

All who are thirsty, come to the waters. 

 

Isaiah 55:1-2     

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, 

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that 

which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight 

yourselves in rich food. 

All are welcome to the blessings of salvation, to whom those blessings are 

welcome. In Christ there is enough for all, and enough for each. Those satisfied 

with the world that see no need of Christ, do not thirst.  

They are in no uneasiness about their souls: but where God gives grace, he gives a 

thirst after it; and where he has given a thirst after it, he will give it 

 

With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 

Isaiah 12:3     

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+12%3A3&version=ESV
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The song of praise in this chapter is suitable for the return of the outcasts of Israel 

from their long captivity,  

but it is especially suitable to the case of a sinner, when he first finds peace and joy 

in believing; to that of a believer, when his peace is renewed after corrections for 

backslidings; and to that of the whole company of the redeemed, when they meet 

before the throne of God in heaven.  

The promise is sure, and the blessings contained in it are very rich; and the benefits 

enjoyed through Jesus Christ, call for the most enlarged thanksgivings. 

 

Drink water from your own well. 

Proverbs 5:15-20     

Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well. Should 

your springs be scattered abroad, streams of water in the streets? Let them be for 

yourself alone, and not for strangers with you. Let your fountain be blessed, and 

rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill 

you at all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love. ... 

Lawful marriage is a means God has appointed to keep from these destructive 

vices. But we are not properly united, except as we attend to God's word, seeking 

his direction and blessing, and acting with affection.  

Ever remember, that though secret sins may escape the eyes of our fellow-

creatures, yet a man's ways are before the eyes of the Lord, who not only sees, but 

ponders all his goings.   

My Soul Thirst for God. 

Psalm 42:1-2     

To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the Sons of Korah. As a deer pants for flowing 

streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living 

God. When shall I come and appear before God? 

The psalmist looked to the Lord as his chief good, and set his heart upon him 

accordingly; casting anchor thus at first, he rides out the storm.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+5%3A15-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+42%3A1-2&version=ESV
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A gracious soul can take little satisfaction in God's courts, if it do not meet with 

God himself there. Living souls never can take up their rest anywhere short of a 

living God. To appear before the Lord is the desire of the upright, as it is the dread 

of the hypocrite. 

 Nothing is more grievous to a gracious soul, than what is intended to shake its 

confidence in the Lord.  

  

Give us water to drink. 

Exodus 17:1-7     

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin 

by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, 

but there was no water for the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with 

Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you 

quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”  

But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and 

said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 

livestock with thirst?” 

 So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost 

ready to stone me.” And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, 

taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with 

which you struck the Nile, and go. ... 

The children of Israel journeyed according to the commandment of the Lord, led 

by the pillar of cloud and fire, yet they came to a place where there was no water 

for them to drink.  

We may be in the way of duty, yet may meet with troubles, which Providence 

brings us into, for the trial of our faith, and that God may be glorified in our relief. 

They began to question whether God was with them or not. This is called their 

"tempting God," which signifies distrust of him after they had received such proofs 

of his power and goodness.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+17%3A1-7&version=ESV
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Moses mildly answered them. It is folly to answer passion with passion; that makes 

bad worse. God graciously appeared to help them. How wonderful the patience and 

forbearance of God toward provoking sinners!  

That he might show his power as well as his pity, and make it a miracle of mercy, 

he gave them water out of a rock. God can open fountains for us where we least 

expect them. Those who, in this wilderness, keep to God's way, may trust him to 

provide for them. Also, let this direct us to depend on Christ's grace.  

The apostle says, that Rock was Christ, 1Co 10:4, it was a type of him. While the 

curse of God might justly have been executed upon our guilty souls, behold the 

Son of God is smitten for us. Let us ask and receive. There was a constant, 

abundant supply of this water.  

Numerous as believers are, the supply of the Spirit of Christ is enough for all. The 

water flowed from the rock in streams to refresh the wilderness, and attended them 

on their way towards Canaan; and this water flows from Christ, through the 

ordinances, in the barren wilderness of this world, to refresh our souls, until we 

come to glory.  

A new name was given to the place, in remembrance, not of the mercy of their 

supply, but of the sin of their murmuring: "Massah," Temptation, because they 

tempted God; "Meribah," Strife, because they chid with Moses. Sin leaves a blot 

upon the name. 

A fountain shall be opened. 

Zechariah 13:1     

“On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness. 

In the time mentioned at the close of the foregoing chapter, a fountain would be 

opened to the rulers and people of the Jews, in which to wash away their sins. Even 

the atoning blood of Christ, united with his sanctifying grace.  

It has hitherto been closed to the unbelieving nation of Israel; but when the Spirit 

of grace shall humble and soften their hearts, he will open it to them also. 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+10%3A4
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+13%3A1&version=ESV
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If any man thirst, come and drink. 

John 7:37-39     

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the 

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had 

not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

On the last day of the feast of tabernacles, the Jews drew water and poured it out 

before the Lord. It is supposed that Christ alluded to this. 

 If any man desires to be truly and for ever happy, let him apply to Christ, and be 

ruled by him. This thirst means strong desires after spiritual blessings, which 

nothing else can satisfy; so the sanctifying and comforting influences of the Holy 

Spirit, were intended by the waters which Jesus called on them to come to Him and 

drink.  

The comfort flows plentifully and constantly as a river; strong as a stream to bear 

down the opposition of doubts and fears.  

There is a fulness in Christ, of grace for grace. The Spirit dwelling and working in 

believers, is as a fountain of living, running water, out of which plentiful streams 

flow, cooling and cleansing as water. The miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit we do 

not expect, but for his more common and more valuable influences we may apply.  

These streams have flowed from our glorified Redeemer, down to this age, and to 

the remote corners of the earth. May we be anxious to make them known to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A37-39&version=ESV
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Chapter 4 

 

The rising waters became a river. 

Ezekiel 47:1-12     

Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was issuing 

from below the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). 

The water was flowing down from below the south end of the threshold of the 

temple, south of the altar.  

Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the outside 

to the outer gate that faces toward the east; and behold, the water was trickling out 

on the south side. Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man 

measured a thousand cubits, and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-

deep.  

Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was knee-

deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was 

waist-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and it was a river that I could not pass 

through, for the water had risen. It was deep enough to swim in, a river that could 

not be passed through…. 

These waters signify the gospel of Christ, which went forth from Jerusalem, and 

spread into the countries about; also the gifts and powers of the Holy Ghost which 

accompanied it, by virtue of which is spread far, and produced blessed effects.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+47%3A1-12&version=ESV
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Christ is the Temple; and he is the Door; from him the living waters flow, out of 

his pierced side. They are increasing waters. Observe the progress of the gospel in 

the world, and the process of the work of grace in the heart; attend the motions of 

the blessed Spirit under Divine guidance.  

If we search into the things of God, we find some things plain and easy to be 

understood, as the waters that were but to the ankles; others more difficult, which 

require a deeper search, as the waters to the knees, or the loins; and some quite 

beyond our reach, which we cannot penetrate; but must, as St. Paul did, adore the 

depth, Rom 11.  

 

My soul does thirst for God. 

Psalm 63:1-5     

A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. O God, you are my 

God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a 

dry and weary land where there is no water. So I have looked upon you in the 

sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. Because your steadfast love is better 

than life, my lips will praise you. So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name 

I will lift up my hands. My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my 

mouth will praise you with joyful lips, 

Early will I seek thee. The true Christian devotes to God the morning hour. He 

opens the eyes of his understanding with those of his body, and awakes each 

morning to righteousness.  

He arises with a thirst after those comforts which the world cannot give, and has 

immediate recourse by prayer to the Fountain of the water of life. The true believer 

is convinced, that nothing in this sinful world can satisfy the wants and desires of 

his immortal soul; he expects his happiness from God, as his portion.  

When faith and hope are most in exercise, the world appears a weary desert, and 

the believer longs for the joys of heaven, of which he has some foretastes in the 

ordinances of God upon earth. 

Even in affliction we need not want matter for praise. When this is the regular 

frame of a believer's mind, he values the loving-kindness of God more than life. 

God's loving-kindness is our spiritual life, and that is better than temporal life. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+63%3A1-5&version=ESV
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We must praise God with joyful lips; we must address ourselves to the duties of 

religion with cheerfulness, and speak forth the praises of God from a principle of 

holy joy.  

Praising lips must be joyful lips. David was in continual danger; care and fear held 

his eyes waking, and gave him wearisome nights; but he comforted himself with 

thoughts of God. The mercies of God, when called to mind in the night watches, 

support the soul, making darkness cheerful 

 

 

Drink from the river of your delights. 

Psalm 36:8     

They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river 

of your delights. 

God's loving-kindness is precious to the saints. They put themselves under his 

protection, and then are safe and easy. Gracious souls, though still desiring more of 

God, never desire more than God. The gifts of Providence so far satisfy them, that 

they are content with such things as they have. 

 

Repent and be baptized. 

Acts 2:38     

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. 

But neither Peter's words, nor the miracle they witnessed, could have produced 

such effects, and had not the Holy Spirit been given. Sinners, when their eyes are 

opened, cannot but be pricked to the heart for sin, cannot but feel an inward 

uneasiness. The apostle exhorted them to repent of their sins, and openly to avow 

their belief in Jesus as the Messiah, by being baptized in his name. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+36%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A38&version=ESV
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Living waters shall flow from Jerusalem. 

Zechariah 14:8     

On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern 

sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. 

The exact fulfilment of Scripture prophecies is a convincing proof of their Divine 

original. Though the instruments be weak and unlikely, yet God often chooses 

such, to bring about great things by them. Let not the dawning light be despised; it 

will shine more and more to the perfect day. 

  

He leads me beside still waters. 

Psalm 23:2     

He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 

"The Lord is my shepherd." In these words, the believer is taught to express his 

satisfaction in the care of the great Pastor of the universe, the Redeemer and 

Preserver of men. With joy he reflects that he has a shepherd, and that shepherd is 

Jehovah.  

A flock of sheep, gentle and harmless, feeding in verdant pastures, under the care 

of a skillful, watchful, and tender shepherd, forms an emblem of believers brought 

back to the Shepherd of their souls. 

  

There is a river whose streams make glad. 

Psalm 46:3-4     

Though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

Selah there is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation 

of the Most High. 

 He is a Help, a present Help, a Help found, one whom we have found to be so; a 

Help at hand, one that is always near; we cannot desire a better, nor shall we ever 

find the like in any creature. Let those be troubled at the troubling of the waters, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+14%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+46%3A3-4&version=ESV
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who build their confidence on a floating foundation; but let not those be alarmed 

who are led to the Rock, and there find firm footing.  

Here is joy to the church, even in sorrowful times. The river alludes to the graces 

and consolations of the Holy Spirit, which flow through every part of the church, 

and through God's sacred ordinances, gladdening the heart of every believer. 
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Chapter 5 

 

God has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand. 

 

Isaiah 40:12    

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the 

heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the 

mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 

All created beings shrink to nothing in comparison with the Creator. When the 

Lord, by his Spirit, made the world, none directed his Spirit, or gave advice what to 

do, or how to do it. 

The nations, in comparison of him, are as a drop which remains in the bucket, 

compared with the vast ocean; or as the small dust in the balance, which does not 

turn it, compared with all the earth.  

 

Some have forsaken the fountain of living water. 

Jeremiah 17:13    

O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you shall be put to shame; those who 

turn away from you shall be written in the earth, for they have forsaken the LORD, 

the fountain of living water. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+17%3A13&version=ESV
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He prays to God for healing, saving mercy. He appeals to God concerning his 

faithful discharge of the office to which he was called. He humbly begs that God 

would own and protect him in the work to which he had plainly called him.  

Whatever wounds or diseases we find to be in our hearts and consciences, let us 

apply to the Lord to heal us, to save us, that our souls may praise his name. His 

hands can bind up the troubled conscience, and heal the broken heart; he can cure 

the worst diseases of our nature. 

 

I will thirsty and give water to drink. 

 Matthew 25:34-40     

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For 

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 

you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will 

answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 

and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 

naked and clothe you? ... 

Christ shall come, not only in the glory of his Father, but in his own glory, as 

Mediator. The wicked and godly here dwell together, in the same cities, churches, 

families, and are not always to be known the one from the other; such are the 

weaknesses of saints, such the hypocrisies of sinners; and death takes both: but in 

that day they will be parted for ever. 

 Jesus Christ is the great Shepherd; he will shortly distinguish between those that 

are his, and those that are not. All other distinctions will be done away; but the 

great one between saints and sinners, holy and unholy, will remain forever.  

The happiness the saints shall possess is very great. It is a kingdom; the most 

valuable possession on earth; yet this is but a faint resemblance of the blessed state 

of the saints in heaven. It is a kingdom prepared. The Father provided it for them in 

the greatness of his wisdom and power; the Son purchased it for them; and the 

blessed Spirit, in preparing them for the kingdom, is preparing it for them.   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A34-40&version=ESV
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There is shelter in the shadow of the Almighty. 

Psalm 91:1-16     

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the 

Almighty. I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I 

trust.” For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly 

pestilence. He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find 

refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will not fear the terror of the 

night, nor the arrow that flies by day, ... 

Whatever happens, nothing shall hurt the believer; though trouble and affliction 

befal, it shall come, not for his hurt, but for good, though for the present it be not 

joyous but grievous. Those who rightly know God, will set their love upon him. 

They by prayer constantly call upon him. His promise is, that he will in due time 

deliver the believer out of trouble, and in the meantime be with him in trouble.  

The Lord will manage all his worldly concerns, and preserve his life on earth, so 

long as it shall be good for him. For encouragement in this he looks unto Jesus. He 

shall live long enough; till he has done the work he was sent into this world for, 

and is ready for heaven. Who would wish to live a day longer than God has some 

work to do, either by him or upon him?  

A man may die young, yet be satisfied with living. But a wicked man is not 

satisfied even with long life. At length the believer's conflict ends; he has done for 

ever with trouble, sin, and temptation. 

 

Ask Christ for the Living Water. 

John 4:10-14     

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 

you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 

living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, 

and the well is deep.  

Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 

gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+91%3A1-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A10-14&version=ESV
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Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but 

whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.  

The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 

eternal life. 

By this living water is meant the Spirit. Under this comparison the blessing of the 

Messiah had been promised in the Old Testament.  

The graces of the Spirit, and his comforts, satisfy the thirsting soul that knows its 

own nature and necessity. What Jesus spake figuratively, she took literally. Christ 

shows that the water of Jacob's well yielded a very short satisfaction. 

 . 

God put living creatures in the water. 

Genesis 1:21    

So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with 

which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according 

to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

But the water was spent; and having lost their way, in that hot climate Ishmael was 

soon overcome with fatigue and thirst. God's readiness to help us when we are in 

trouble, must not slacken, but quicken our endeavors to help ourselves.  

The promise concerning her son is repeated, as a reason why Hagar should bestir 

herself to help him. It should engage our care and pains about children and young 

people, to consider that we know not what great use God has designed them for, 

and may make of them 

 . 

Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters. 

Isaiah 55:1     

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, 

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A1&version=ESV
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In these verses we have, 1. David praying. Prayer is a salve for every sore, and a 

relief to the spirit under every burden. 

 2. David weeping. Griefs are thus, in some measure, lessened, while those 

increase that have no vent given them 

  

                To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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