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Overview 

 

SILAS WAS A REPRESENTATIVES FR OM JERUSALEM 

 

 

Silas’s story is told in Acts 15:22-19:10. He is also mentioned in 2 Cor. 1:19; 1 Thes. 

1:1; 2 Thes. 1:1; 1 Peter 5:12. 

 

The lives of the first Christian missionaries can be described with many words, but 

“boring” is not one of them. There were days of great excitement as men and women 

who had never heard of Jesus responded to the gospel. There were dangerous journeys 

over land and sea. Health risks and hunger were part of the daily routine. And there was 

open and hostile resistance to Christianity in many cities. Silas was one of the first 

missionaries, and he found out that serving Jesus Christ was certainly not boring! 

 

Silas’s name appears in Acts at the end of the first church council on the Jewish/Gentile 

problem. The majority of early Christians were Jews who realized that Jesus was the 

fulfillment of Gods Old Testament promises to his people; however, the universal 

application of those promises had been overlooked. 

 

Thus, many felt that becoming Jewish was a prerequisite to becoming a Christian. The 

idea that God could accept a Gentile pagan was too incredible. But Gentiles began to 

accept Christ as Savior, and the transformation of their lives and the presence of Gods 

Spirit confirmed their conversions. Some Jews were still reluctant, though, and insisted 

these new Christians take on various Jewish customs. The issue came to a boiling point 

at the Jerusalem meeting, but was peacefully resolved. 

 

Silas was one of the representatives from Jerusalem sent with Paul and Barnabas back to 

Antioch with an official letter of welcome and acceptance to the Gentile Christians. 

Having fulfilled this mission, Silas returned to Jerusalem. Within a short time, however, 

he was back in Antioch at Paul’s request to join him on his second missionary journey. 

 

Paul, Silas, and Timothy began a far-ranging ministry that included some exciting 

adventures. Paul and Silas spent a night singing in a Philippian jail after being severely 

beaten. An earthquake, the loosing of their chains, and the resulting panic led to the 

conversion of their jailer. Later, they narrowly missed another beating in Thessalonica, 

prevented by an evening escape. In Berea there was more trouble, but Silas and Timothy 

stayed to teach the young believers while Paul traveled on to Athens. The team was 

finally reunited in Corinth. In each place they visited, they left behind a small group of 

Christians. 
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Silas leaves the story as suddenly as he entered it. Peter mentions him as the co-author 

of 1 Peter, but we do not know when he joined Peter. He was an effective believer before 

leaving Jerusalem, and he doubtless continued to minister after his work with Paul was 

completed.  

 

He took advantage of opportunities to serve God and was not discouraged by the 

setbacks and opposition he met along the way. Silas, though not the most famous of the 

early missionaries, was certainly a hero worth imitating. 

 

 

Silas is the short form of the name 

 

Also called SILVANUS 

 

Sent to Paul, in Antioch (of Syria), from Jerusalem 

Acts 15:22-34    

Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of 

their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed 

Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren:  

And they wrote letters by them after this manner; the apostles and elders and brethren 

send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and 

Cilicia:  

Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you 

with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to 

whom we gave no such commandment:  

It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you 

with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  

We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by 

mouth. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater 

burden than these necessary things;  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+15%3A22-34
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That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, 

and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 

So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: and when they had gathered the 

multitude together, they delivered the epistle: Which when they had read, they rejoiced 

for the consolation.  

And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, exhorted the brethren with many 

words, and confirmed them. And after they had tarried there a space, they were let go in 

peace from the brethren unto the apostles. Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there 

still.  

     Scripture review 

Apostleship was not a church office but a position and function based on specific gifts. 

Elders were appointed to lead and manage the church. In this meeting, apostles 

submitted to the judgment of an elder—James, Jesus’ brother. 

 

Later Silas accompanied Paul on Paul’s second missionary journey in place of Barnabas, 

who visited different cities with John Mark. 

This letter answered their questions and brought great joy to the Gentile Christians in 

Antioch (Acts 15:31). Beautifully written, it appeals to the Holy Spirit’s guidance and 

explains what is to be done as though the readers already knew it.  

 

It is helpful when believers learn to be careful not only in what they say, but also in how 

they say it. We may be correct in our content, but we can lose our audience by our tone 

of voice or by our attitude. 

 

The debate over circumcision could have split the church, but Paul, Barnabas, and the 

Jews in Antioch made the right decision—they sought counsel from the church leaders 

and from God’s Word. Our differences should be settled the same way, by seeking wise 

counsel and abiding by the decisions.  

 

Don’t let disagreements divide you from other believers. Third-party assistance is a 

sound method for resolving problems and preserving unity. 
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Becomes Paul's companion 

Acts 15:40-41     

And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace 

of God. And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.  

Paul’s second missionary journey, this time with Silas as his partner, began 

approximately three years after his first one ended. The two visited many of the cities 

covered on Paul’s first journey, plus others. This journey laid the groundwork for the 

church in Greece. 

 

15:40 Silas had been involved in the Jerusalem council and was one of the two men 

chosen to represent the Jerusalem church by taking the letter and decision back to 

Antioch (Acts 15:22). Paul, from the Antioch church, chose Silas, from the Jerusalem 

church, and they traveled together to many cities to spread the Good News. This 

teamwork demonstrated the church’s unity after the decision at the Jerusalem council. 

  

2 Cor. 1:19  

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and 

Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.  

All of God’s promises of what the Messiah would be like are fulfilled in Christ (“in him 

it has always been ‘Yes’ ”). Jesus was completely faithful in his ministry; he never 

sinned (1 Peter 3:18); he faithfully died for us (Hebrews 2:9); and now he faithfully 

intercedes for us (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 4:14-15). Because Jesus Christ is faithful, Paul 

wanted to be faithful in his ministry. 

 

 1 Thess. 1:1  

Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in 

God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God 

our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Paul and his companions probably arrived in Thessalonica in the early summer of A.D. 

50. They planted the first Christian church in that city, but had to leave in a hurry 

because their lives were threatened (Acts 17:1-10). At the first opportunity, probably 

when he stopped at Corinth, Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to see how the new 

believers were doing. Timothy returned to Paul with good news: the Christians in 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+15%3A40
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Thessalonica were remaining firm in the faith and were unified. But the Thessalonians 

did have some questions about their new faith. Paul had not had time to answer all their 

questions during his brief visit, and in the meantime, other questions had arisen. So Paul 

wrote this letter to answer their questions and to commend them on their faithfulness to 

Christ. 

 

Silas accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey (Acts 15:36-17:15). He helped 

Paul establish the church in Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-9). He is also mentioned in 2 Cor. 

1:19, 2 Thes. 1:1, and in 1 Peter 5:12. See Silas’s Profile for more information. 

 

Thessalonica was the capital and largest city (about 200,000 population) of the Roman 

province of Macedonia. The most important Roman highway (the Egnatian Way)—

extending from Rome all the way to the Orient—went through Thessalonica.  

 

This highway, along with the city’s thriving seaport, made Thessalonica one of the 

wealthiest and most flourishing trade centers in the Roman empire. Recognized as a free 

city, Thessalonica was allowed self-rule and was exempted from most of the restrictions 

placed by Rome on other cities in the empire.  

 

However, with its international flavor came many pagan religions and cultural 

influences that challenged the faith of the young Christians there. 

   

2 Thes. 1:1  

Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

Paul wrote this letter from Corinth less than a year after he wrote 1 Thessalonians. He 

and his companions, Timothy and Silas, had visited Thessalonica on Paul’s second 

missionary journey (Acts 17:1-10).  

 

They established the church there, but Paul had to leave suddenly because of 

persecution. This prompted him to write his first letter (1 Thessalonians), which contains 

words of comfort and encouragement. Paul then heard how the Thessalonians had 

responded to this letter.  

 

The good news was that they were continuing to grow in their faith. But the bad news 

was that false teachings about Christ’s return were spreading, leading many to quit their 

jobs and wait for the end of the world.  
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So Paul wrote to them again. While the purpose of Paul’s first letter was to comfort the 

Thessalonians with the assurance of Christ’s second coming, the purpose of his second 

letter is to correct false teaching about the second coming. 

 

Paul, Silas, and Timothy were together in Corinth (Acts 18:5). Paul wrote this letter on 

behalf of all three of them. Paul often included Timothy as a co-sender of his letters (see 

Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 1 Thes. 1:1). For more information about Paul, see his Profile. Also 

see Timothy’s Profile, and Silas’s Profile. 

 

Thessalonica was the capital and largest city of the Roman province of Macedonia. The 

most important Roman highway—extending from Rome to the Orient—went through 

Thessalonica. This highway, along with the city’s thriving seaport, made Thessalonica 

one of the wealthiest and most flourishing trade centers in the Roman empire.  

 

Recognized as a free city, Thessalonica was allowed self-rule and was exempted from 

most of the restrictions placed by Rome on other cities. Because of this open climate, 

however, the city had many pagan religions and cultural influences that challenged the 

Christians’ faith. 

Imprisoned with Paul in Philippi 

Acts 16:19-40     

And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and 

Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers,  

And brought them to the magistrates, saying, these men, being Jews, do exceedingly 

trouble our city, and teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to 

observe, being Romans.  

And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their 

clothes, and commanded to beat them. And when they had laid many stripes upon them, 

they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely: [ 

Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their 

feet fast in the stocks.  

And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners 

heard them.  

And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 

shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+16%3A19-40
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And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, 

he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had 

been fled. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all 

here.  

Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul 

and Silas, and brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  

And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

And they spoke unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.  

And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was 

baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he 

set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.  

And when it was day, the magistrates sent the sergeants, saying, let those men go.  And 

the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you go: 

now therefore depart, and go in peace. 

But Paul said unto them, they have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and 

have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily? Nay verily; but let them 

come themselves and fetch us out.  

And the serjeants told these words unto the magistrates: and they feared, when they 

heard that they were Romans.  

And they came and besought them, and brought them out, and desired them to depart out 

of the city. And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia and 

when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed.  

 

     Scripture review 

Paul and Silas were stripped, beaten, and placed in stocks in the inner cell. Despite this 

dismal situation, they praised God, praying and singing as the other prisoners listened. 

No matter what our circumstances, we should praise God. Others may come to Christ 

because of our example. 

 

Stocks were made of two boards joined with iron clamps, leaving holes just big enough 

for the ankles. The prisoner’s legs were placed across the lower board, and then the 

upper board was closed over them. Sometimes both wrists and ankles were placed in 
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stocks. Paul and Silas, who had committed no crime and were peaceful men, were put in 

stocks designed for holding the most dangerous prisoners in absolute security. 

The jailer drew his sword to kill himself because jailers were responsible for their 

prisoners and would be held accountable for their escape. 

 

Paul and Silas’s reputation in Philippi was well known. When the jailer realized his own 

true condition and need, he risked everything to find the answer. The Christian Good 

News of salvation is simply expressed: Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved 

(see Romans 10:9; 1 Cor. 12:3; Ephes. 2:8-9; Phil. 2:11).  

 

When we recognize Jesus as Lord and trust in him with our entire life, salvation is 

assured to us. If you have never trusted in Jesus to save you, do so quickly. Your life can 

be filled with joy, just as the jailer’s was (Acts 16:34). 

 

Paul and Silas took the family unit seriously. So the offer of salvation was made to the 

jailer’s entire household—family and servants. Yet it was not the jailer’s faith that saved 

them; they all needed to come to Jesus in faith and believe in him in the same way the 

jailer had.  

 

Yet his entire family did believe and all were saved. Pray that God will use you to 

introduce Jesus to your family and that they will come to believe in him. 

 

Paul refused to take his freedom and run. He wanted to teach the rulers in Philippi a 

lesson and to protect the other believers from the treatment he and Silas had received. 

The word would spread that Paul and Silas had been found innocent and freed by the 

leaders, expressing the truth that believers should not be persecuted—especially if they 

were Roman citizens. 

 

Driven, with Paul, from Thessalonica 

Acts 17:4-10    

And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout 

Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few.  

But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows 

of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted 

the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+17%3A4-10
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And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of 

the city, crying, these that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;  

Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying 

that there is another king, one Jesus.  

And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, when they heard these things.  

And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the other, they let them go.  

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who 

coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.  

 

The Jewish leaders didn’t refute the theology of Paul and Silas, but they were jealous of 

the popularity of these itinerant preachers. Their motives for causing the riot were rooted 

in personal jealousy, not doctrinal purity. 

 

We don’t know much about Jason except that he evidently was the local host and 

sponsor of Paul and Silas; thus he took the heat for all the problems. Jason is just one of 

many “unsung heroes” who faithfully played their part to help spread the gospel. 

 

 Because of Jason’s courage, Paul and Silas were able to minister more effectively. You 

may not receive much attention (in fact you may receive only grief) for your service for 

Christ. But God wants to use you. Lives will be changed because of your courage and 

faithfulness. 

 

What a reputation these early Christians had! The power of the gospel revolutionized 

lives, broke down all social barriers, threw open prison doors, caused people to care 

deeply for one another, and stirred them to worship God.  

 

Our world needs to be turned upside down, to be transformed. The gospel is not in the 

business of merely improving programs and encouraging good conduct, but of 

dynamically transforming lives. Take courage and ask God how you can help spread his 

Good News all over your world. 

 

The Jewish leaders had difficulty manufacturing an accusation that would be heard by 

the city government. The Romans did not care about theological disagreements between 

the Jews and these preachers. Treason, however, was a serious offense in the Roman 

Empire.  
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Although Paul and Silas were not advocating rebellion against Roman law, their loyalty 

to another king sounded suspicious. 

 

Jason posted bond—putting up cash for freedom. By doing so, he promised that the 

trouble would cease or his own property and possibly his own life would be taken. 

     

Left by Paul at Berea 

Acts 17:14    

And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea: but Silas 

and Timotheus abode there still.  

 

Rejoins Paul at Corinth 

Acts 17:15     

And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: and receiving a commandment 

unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they departed.  

Athens, with its magnificent buildings and many gods, was a center for Greek culture, 

philosophy, and education. Philosophers and educated men were always ready to hear 

something new, so they invited Paul to speak to them at the meeting of the Areopagus 

(Acts 17:18-19). 

 

Acts 18:5  

And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the 

spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.  

Paul told the Jews he had done all he could for them. Because they rejected Jesus as 

their Messiah, he would go to the Gentiles, who would be more receptive. 

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+17%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+17%3A15
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Carries Peter's letter to Asia Minor 

1 Peter 5:12  

By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, 

and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.  

Silas was one of the men chosen to deliver the letter from the Jerusalem council to the 

church in Antioch (Acts 15:22). He accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey 

(Acts 15:40-18:11), is mentioned by Paul in the salutation of Paul’s letters to the 

Thessalonians (1 Thes. 1:1; 2 Thes. 1:1), and ministered with Timothy in Corinth (2 Cor. 

1:19). 

 

Strengths and accomplishments 

 

A leader in the Jerusalem church 

Represented the church in carrying the “acceptance letter” prepared by the Jerusalem 

council to the Gentile believers in Antioch 

Was closely associated with Paul from the second missionary journey on 

When in jail with Paul in Philippi, sang songs of praise to God 

Worked as a writing secretary for both Paul and Peter 

 

 

Lessons from his life: 

 

Partnership is a significant part of effective ministry 

God never guarantees that his servants will not suffer 

Obedience to God will often mean giving up what makes us feel secure 

 

 

Key verses: 

“So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends 

Barnabas and Paul—men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we 

are writing” (Acts 15:25-27). 
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To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you to 

forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and will 

follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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