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 Overview 

   

 

Painful lessons are usually doorways to new opportunities. Even the apostle Paul had 

much to learn. Shortly after his disappointing experience with John Mark, Paul recruited 

another eager young man, Timothy, to be his assistant. 

 

 Paul’s intense personality may have been too much for John Mark to handle. It could 

easily have created the same problem for Timothy. But Paul seems to have learned a 

lesson in patience from his old friend Barnabas. As a result, Timothy became a “son” to 

Paul. 

 

Timothy probably became a Christian after Paul’s first missionary visit to Lystra (Acts 

16:1-5). Timothy already had solid Jewish training in the Scriptures from his mother and 

grandmother. By Paul’s second visit, Timothy had grown into a respected disciple of 

Jesus.  

 

He did not hesitate to join Paul and Silas on their journey. His willingness to be 

circumcised as an adult is clearly a mark of his commitment. (Timothys mixed 

Greek/Jewish background could have created problems on their missionary journeys, 

because many of their audiences would be made up of Jews who were concerned about 

the strict keeping of this tradition.  

 

Timothy’s submission to the rite of circumcision helped to avoid that potential problem.) 

 

Beyond the tensions created by his mixed racial background, Timothy seemed to 

struggle with a naturally timid character and a sensitivity to his youthfulness.  

 

Unfortunately, many who share Timothy’s character traits are quickly written off as too 

great a risk to deserve much responsibility. By God’s grace, Paul saw great potential in 

Timothy. Paul demonstrated his confidence in Timothy by entrusting him with important 

responsibilities.  

 

Paul sent Timothy as his personal representative to Corinth during a particularly tense 

time (1 Cor. 4:14-17). Although Timothy was apparently ineffective in that difficult 

mission, Paul did not give up on him. Timothy continued to travel with Paul. 

 

 

 

Our last pictures of Timothy come from the most personal letters in the New Testament: 

1 and 2 Timothy.  
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The aging apostle Paul was near the end of his life, but his burning desire to continue his 

mission had not dimmed.  

 

Paul was writing to one of his closest friends—they had traveled, suffered, cried, and 

laughed together. They shared the intense joy of seeing people respond to the Good 

News and the agonies of seeing the gospel rejected and distorted. Paul left Timothy in 

Ephesus to oversee the young church there (1 Tim. 1:3, 4). 

 

 He wrote to encourage Timothy and give him needed direction. These letters have 

provided comfort and help to countless other “Timothys” through the years. When you 

face a challenge that seems beyond your abilities, read 1 and 2 Timothy, and remember 

that others have shared your experience. 
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Parentage of Paul to Timothy 

   Acts 16:1-2  

Paul and Silas went first to Derbe and then on to Lystra. There they met Timothy, a 

young disciple whose mother was a Jewish believer, but whose father was a Greek. 

Timothy was well thought of by the believers in Lystra and Iconium,  

Timothy is the first second-generation Christian mentioned in the New Testament. His 

mother, Eunice, and grandmother, Lois (2 Tim. 1:5), had become believers and had 

faithfully influenced him for the Lord. Although Timothy’s father apparently was not a 

Christian, the faithfulness of his mother and grandmother prevailed. Never 

underestimate the far-reaching consequences of raising one small child to love the Lord. 

Timothy and his mother, Eunice, were from Lystra. Eunice had probably heard Paul’s 

preaching when he was there during his first missionary journey (Acts 14:6-18). 

Timothy was the son of a Jewish mother and Greek father—to the Jews, a half-breed 

like a Samaritan. So Paul asked Timothy to be circumcised to remove some of the 

stigma he may have had with Jewish believers.  

 

Timothy was not required to be circumcised (the Jerusalem council had decided that— 

Acts 15), but he voluntarily did this to overcome any barriers to his witness for Christ. 

Sometimes we need to go beyond the minimum requirements in order to help our 

audience receive our testimony. 

 

Reputation and Christian faith of Timothy 

   1 Cor. 4:17  

    That is the very reason I am sending Timothy—to help you do this. For he is my 

beloved and trustworthy child in the Lord. He will remind you of what I teach about 

Christ Jesus in all the churches wherever I go.  

Timothy had traveled with Paul on Paul’s second missionary journey (see Acts 16:1-3) 

and was a key person in the growth of the early church. Timothy may have delivered 

this letter to Corinth, but more likely he arrived there shortly after the letter came (see 1 

Cor. 16:10). Timothy’s role was to see that Paul’s advice was received, read, and 

implemented. Then he was to return to Paul and report on the church’s progress. 
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    Timothy was to be treated with respect. 

1 Cor. 16:10  

    When Timothy comes, treat him with respect. He is doing the Lord's work, just as I 

am.  

Paul was sending Timothy ahead to Corinth. Paul respected Timothy and had worked 

closely with him (Phil. 2:22; 1 Tim. 1:2). Although Timothy was young, Paul 

encouraged the Corinthian church to welcome him because he was doing the Lord’s 

work. God’s work is not limited by age. Paul wrote two personal letters to Timothy that 

have been preserved in the Bible (1 and 2 Timothy). 

  2 Tim. 1:5  

    I know that you sincerely trust the Lord, for you have the faith of your mother, 

Eunice, and your grandmother, Lois.  

 Timothy’s mother and grandmother, Eunice and Lois, were early Christian converts, 

possibly through Paul’s ministry in their home city, Lystra (Acts 16:1). They had 

communicated their strong Christian faith to Timothy, even though his father was 

probably not a believer. Don’t hide your light at home: our families are fertile fields for 

planting gospel seeds. Let your parents, children, spouse, brothers, and sisters know of 

your faith in Jesus, and be sure they see Christ’s love, helpfulness, and joy in you. 

 

 II Tim. 3:15  

    You have been taught the Holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you 

the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus.  

Timothy was one of the first second-generation Christians: he became a Christian not 

because an evangelist preached a powerful sermon, but because his mother and 

grandmother taught him the Holy Scriptures when he was a small child (2 Tim. 1:5). A 

parent’s work is vitally important.  

At home and in church, we should realize that teaching small children is both an 

opportunity and a responsibility. Jesus wanted little children to come to him (Matthew 

19:13-15). Like Timothy’s mother and grandmother. 
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Timothy is circumcised and becomes Paul's companion 

Acts 16:3  

So Paul wanted him to join them on their journey. In deference to the Jews of the area, 

he arranged for Timothy to be circumcised before they left, for everyone knew that his 

father was a Greek.  

Timothy and his mother, Eunice, were from Lystra. Eunice had probably heard Paul’s 

preaching when he was there during his first missionary journey (Acts 14:6-18). 

Timothy was the son of a Jewish mother and Greek father—to the Jews, a half-breed 

like a Samaritan. So Paul asked Timothy to be circumcised to remove some of the 

stigma he may have had with Jewish believers. Timothy was not required to be 

circumcised (the Jerusalem council had decided that— Acts 15), but he voluntarily did 

this to overcome any barriers to his witness for Christ. Sometimes we need to go beyond 

the minimum requirements in order to help our audience receive our testimony. 

 

 1 Thes. 3:2  

And we sent Timothy to visit you. He is our co-worker for God and our brother in 

proclaiming the Good News of Christ. We sent him to strengthen you, to encourage you 

in your faith,  

Because Paul could not return to Thessalonica (1 Thes. 2:18), he sent Timothy as his 

representative. According to Acts 17:10, Paul left Thessalonica and went to Berea. 

When trouble broke out in Berea, some Christians took Paul to Athens, while Silas and 

Timothy stayed behind (Acts 17:13-15). Then Paul directed Silas and Timothy to join 

him in Athens. Later Paul sent Timothy to encourage the Thessalonian Christians to be 

strong in their faith in the face of persecution and other troubles. 

 

Left by Paul at Berea and rejoined Paul at Corinth 

  Acts 17:14-15  

The believers acted at once, sending Paul on to the coast, while Silas and Timothy 

remained behind. Those escorting Paul went with him to Athens; then they returned to 

Berea with a message for Silas and Timothy to hurry and join him. 
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Athens, with its magnificent buildings and many gods, was a center for Greek culture, 

philosophy, and education. Philosophers and educated men were always ready to hear 

something new, so they invited Paul to speak to them at the meeting of the Areopagus 

(Acts 17:18-19). 

 

Acts 18:5  

    And after Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul spent his full time 

preaching and testifying to the Jews, telling them, "The Messiah you are looking for is 

Jesus."  

Each Jewish boy learned a trade and tried to earn his living with it. Paul and Aquila had 

been trained in tent making, cutting and sewing the woven cloth of goats’ hair into tents. 

Tents were used to house soldiers, and so these tents may have been sold to the Roman 

army. As a tentmaker, Paul was able to go wherever God led him, carrying his 

livelihood with him. The word “tentmaker” in Greek was also used to describe a leather 

worker. 

 

Timothy is sent into Macedonia 

 

Acts 19:22  

    He sent his two assistants, Timothy and Erastus, on ahead to Macedonia while he 

stayed awhile longer in the province of Asia.  

Paul mentions Timothy in more detail in the books of 1 and 2 Timothy. Erastus was a 

committed follower of Christ who was not only Paul’s helpful assistant, but also 

Corinth’s director of public works (see Romans 16:23). 

Rejoined by Paul; accompanies Paul to Asia 

   Acts 20:1-4  

When it was all over, Paul sent for the believers and encouraged them. Then he said 

good-bye and left for Macedonia.  
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Along the way, he encouraged the believers in all the towns he passed through. Then he 

traveled down to Greece, where he stayed for three months. He was preparing to sail 

back to Syria when he discovered a plot by some Jews against his life, so he decided to 

return through Macedonia.  

Several men were traveling with him. They were Sopater of Berea, the son of Pyrrhus; 

Aristarchus and Secundus, from Thessalonica; Gaius, from Derbe; Timothy; and 

Tychicus and Trophimus, who were from the province of Asia.  

While in Greece, Paul spent much of his time in Corinth. From there he wrote the letter 

to the Romans. Although Paul had not yet been to Rome, believers had already started a 

church there (Acts 2:10; Acts 18:2). Paul wrote to tell the church that he planned to visit 

the Roman believers. The letter to the Romans is a theological essay on the meaning of 

faith and salvation, an explanation of the relation between Jews and Gentiles in Christ, 

and a list of practical guidelines for the church. 

 

These men who were traveling with Paul represented churches that Paul had started in 

Asia. Each man was carrying an offering from his home church to be given to the 

believers in Jerusalem. By having each man deliver the gift, the gifts had a personal 

touch, and the unity of the believers was strengthened. This was also an effective way to 

teach the church about giving, because the men were able to report back to their 

churches the way God was working through their giving. Paul discussed this gift in one 

of his letters to the Corinthian church (see 2 Cor. 8:1-21). 

 

Sent salutation to the Romans 

   Romans 16:21  

    Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my relatives, send you 

their good wishes.  

Timothy was a key person in the growth of the early church, traveling with Paul on his 

second missionary journey (Acts 16:1-3). Later Paul wrote two letters to him as he 

worked to strengthen the churches in Ephesus—1 and 2 Timothy. See his Profile for 

more information. 
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Timothy is sent to the Corinthians 

1 Cor. 4:17  

That is the very reason I am sending Timothy—to help you do this. For he is my beloved 

and trustworthy child in the Lord. He will remind you of what I teach about Christ Jesus 

in all the churches wherever I go.  

Timothy had traveled with Paul on Paul’s second missionary journey (see Acts 16:1-3) 

and was a key person in the growth of the early church. Timothy may have delivered 

this letter to Corinth, but more likely he arrived there shortly after the letter came (see 1 

Cor. 16:10). Timothy’s role was to see that Paul’s advice was received, read, and 

implemented. Then he was to return to Paul and report on the church’s progress. 

 

1 Cor. 10:11  

    All these events happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to 

warn us, who live at the time when this age is drawing to a close.  

Today’s pressures make it easy to ignore or forget the lessons of the past. But Paul 

cautions us to remember the lessons the Israelites learned about God so we can avoid 

repeating their errors. The key to remembering is to study the Bible regularly so that 

these lessons remind us of how God wants us to live. We need not repeat their mistakes! 

 

Sent to the Philippians’ 

Philip. 2:19-23  

 If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send Timothy to you soon. Then when he comes 

back, he can cheer me up by telling me how you are getting along 

I have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your welfare. All the others 

care only for themselves and not for what matters to Jesus Christ.  

  But you know how Timothy has proved himself. Like a son with his father, he has 

helped me in preaching the Good News. I hope to send him to you just as soon as I find 

out what is going to happen to me here.  

This was not Paul’s final imprisonment in Rome. But he didn’t know that. Awaiting 

trial, he knew he could either be released or executed. However, he trusted Christ to 

work it out for his deliverance. Paul’s prayer was that when he stood trial, he would 
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speak courageously for Christ and not be timid or ashamed. Whether he lived or died, he 

wanted to exalt Christ. As it turned out, he was released from this imprisonment but 

arrested again two or three years later. Only faith in Christ could sustain Paul in such 

adversity. 

 

```    Timothy is sent to the Thessalonians 

    1 Thes. 3:2-6  

And we sent Timothy to visit you. He is our co-worker for God and our brother in 

proclaiming the Good News of Christ. We sent him to strengthen you, to encourage you 

in your faith, and to keep you from becoming disturbed by the troubles you were going 

through. But, of course, you know that such troubles are going to happen to us 

Christians.  

Even while we were with you, we warned you that troubles would soon come—and they 

did, as you well know.  

That is why, when I could bear it no longer, I sent Timothy to find out whether your 

faith was still strong. I was afraid that the Tempter had gotten the best of you and that all 

our work had been useless.   

Now Timothy has just returned, bringing the good news that your faith and love are as 

strong as ever. He reports that you remember our visit with joy and that you want to see 

us just as much as we want to see you.  

Some think that troubles are always caused by sin or a lack of faith. Trials may be a part 

of God’s plan for believers. Experiencing problems and persecutions can build character 

(James 1:2-4), perseverance (Romans 5:3-5), and sensitivity toward others who also face 

trouble (2 Cor. 1:3-7). Problems are unavoidable for God’s people. Your troubles may 

be a sign of effective Christian living. 

 

 Because Paul could not return to Thessalonica (1 Thes. 2:18), he sent Timothy as his 

representative. According to Acts 17:10, Paul left Thessalonica and went to Berea. 

When trouble broke out in Berea, some Christians took Paul to Athens, while Silas and 

Timothy stayed behind (Acts 17:13-15). Then Paul directed Silas and Timothy to join 

him in Athens. Later Paul sent Timothy to encourage the Thessalonian Christians to be 

strong in their faith in the face of persecution and other troubles. 

 

 



 11 

 

Left by Paul in Ephesus 

1 Tim. 1:3  

When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there in Ephesus and stop those who are 

teaching wrong doctrine.  

Paul first visited Ephesus on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:19-21). Later, on 

his third missionary journey, he stayed there for almost three years (Acts 19-20). 

Ephesus, along with Rome, Corinth, Antioch, and Alexandria, was one of the major 

cities in the Roman Empire. It was a center for the commerce, politics, and religions of 

Asia Minor, and the location of the temple dedicated to the goddess Artemis (Diana). 

 

  The church at Ephesus may have been plagued by the same heresy that was threatening 

the church at Colosse—the teaching that to be acceptable to God, a person had to 

discover certain hidden knowledge and had to worship angels (Col. 2:8, 18). 

 

Thinking that it would aid in their salvation, some Ephesians constructed mythical 

stories based on Old Testament history or genealogies. The false teachers were 

motivated by their own interests rather than Christ’s. They embroiled the church in 

endless and irrelevant questions and controversies, taking precious time away from the 

study of the truth. 

 

Today we could also enter into worthless and irrelevant discussions, but such disputes 

quickly crowd out the life-changing message of Christ. Stay away from religious 

speculation and pointless theological arguments. Such exercises may seem harmless at 

first, but they have a way of sidetracking us from the central message of the gospel—the 

person and work of Jesus Christ. And they expend time we should use to share the 

gospel with others. You should avoid anything that keeps you from doing God’s work. 

 

    

Confined with Paul in Rome 

   Philip. 2:19-23  

If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send Timothy to you soon. Then when he comes 

back, he can cheer me up by telling me how you are getting along. I have no one else 

like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your welfare.  
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All the others care only for themselves and not for what matters to Jesus Christ. But you 

know how Timothy has proved himself. Like a son with his father, he has helped me in 

preaching the Good News. I hope to send him to you just as soon as I find out what is 

going to happen to me here.  

 

Timothy was with Paul in Rome when Paul wrote this letter. He traveled with Paul on 

his second missionary journey when the church at Philippi was begun. 

 

A letter from Paul and Timothy 

Philemon 1:1  

This letter is from Paul, in prison for preaching the Good News about Christ Jesus, and 

from our brother Timothy. It is written to Philemon, our much loved co-worker. 

Paul wrote this letter from Rome in about A.D. 60, when he was under house arrest (see 

Acts 28:30-31). Onesimus was a domestic slave who belonged to Philemon, a wealthy 

man and a member of the church in Colosse.  

 

Onesimus had run away from Philemon and had made his way to Rome where he met 

Paul, who apparently led him to Christ (Philemon 1:10). Paul convinced Onesimus that 

running from his problems wouldn’t solve them, and he persuaded Onesimus to return to 

his master. Paul wrote this letter to Philemon to ask him to be reconciled to his runaway 

slave. 

 

Timothy is released from jail 

Hebrews 13:23  

I want you to know that our brother Timothy is now out of jail. If he comes here soon, I 

will bring him with me to see you.  

What a contrast between the people’s terrified approach to God at Mount Sinai and their 

joyful approach at Mount Zion! What a difference Jesus has made! Before Jesus came, 

God seemed distant and threatening. After Jesus came, God welcomes us through Christ 

into his presence. Accept God’s invitation! 
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Timothy joined Paul in the letters to the Philippians 

    Philip. 1:1  

This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. 

It is written to all of God's people in Philippi, who believe in Christ Jesus, and to the 

elders and deacons.  

This is a personal letter to the Philippians, not intended for general circulation to all the 

churches as was the letter to the Ephesians. Paul wanted to thank the believers for 

helping him when he had a need. He also wanted to tell them why he could be full of joy 

despite his imprisonment and upcoming trial. In this uplifting letter, Paul counseled the 

Philippians about humility and unity and warned them about potential problems. 

 

Timothy joined Paul in the letters to the Colossians 

   Col. 1:1-2  

    This letter is from Paul, chosen by God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our 

brother Timothy.  

It is written to God's holy people in the city of Colosse, who are faithful brothers and 

sisters in Christ. May God our Father give you grace and peace. 

 Colossians, along with Philippians, Ephesians, and Philemon, is called a Prison Letter 

because Paul wrote it from prison in Rome. This prison was actually a house where Paul 

was kept under close guard at all times (probably chained to a soldier) but given certain 

freedoms not offered to most prisoners. He was allowed to write letters and to see any 

visitors he wanted to see. 

 

  Paul was an apostle “by the will of God.” Paul often would establish his credentials as 

chosen and sent by God because he had not been one of the original 12 disciples. 

Apostle means chosen and sent by God as a missionary or ambassador. By the will of 

God means that he was appointed; this was not just a matter of his own personal 

aspirations. 

 

Paul mentions Timothy in other New Testament letters as well: 2 Corinthians, 

Philippians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, and Philemon. Paul also wrote two letters to 

Timothy (1 and 2 Timothy  
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The city of Colosse was 100 miles east of Ephesus on the Lycus River. It was not as 

influential as the nearby city of Laodicea, but as a trading center it was a crossroads for 

ideas and religions. Colosse had a large Jewish population—many Jews had fled there 

when they were forced out of Jerusalem under the persecutions of Antiochus III and IV, 

almost 200 years before Christ.  

 

The church in Colosse had been founded by Epaphras (Col. 1:7), one of Paul’s converts. 

Paul had not yet visited this church. His purpose in writing was to refute heretical 

teachings about Christ that had been causing confusion among the Christians there. 

 

Letters in Paul’s day frequently would begin with identifying the writer and the readers, 

followed by a greeting of peace. Paul usually would add Christian elements to his 

greetings, reminding his readers of his call by God to spread the gospel, emphasizing 

that the authority for his words came from God, and giving thanks for God’s blessings. 

 

 

Timothy joined Paul in the letters to the Thessalonians 

 

  1 Thes. 1:1  

This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy.  It is written to the church in 

Thessalonica, you who belong to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  May his 

grace and peace be yours. 

Paul and his companions probably arrived in Thessalonica in the early summer of A.D. 

50. They planted the first Christian church in that city, but had to leave in a hurry 

because their lives were threatened (Acts 17:1-10). At the first opportunity, probably 

when he stopped at Corinth, Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to see how the new 

believers were doing.  

 

Timothy returned to Paul with good news: the Christians in Thessalonica were 

remaining firm in the faith and were unified. But the Thessalonians did have some 

questions about their new faith. Paul had not had time to answer all their questions 

during his brief visit, and in the meantime, other questions had arisen. So Paul wrote this 

letter to answer their questions and to commend them on their faithfulness to Christ. 
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He helped Paul establish the church in Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-9). He is also mentioned 

in 2 Cor. 1:19, 2 Thes. 1:1, and in 1 Peter 5:12. See Silas’s Profile for more information. 

 

Thessalonica was the capital and largest city (about 200,000 population) of the Roman 

province of Macedonia. The most important Roman highway (the Egnatian Way)—

extending from Rome all the way to the Orient—went through Thessalonica. This 

highway, along with the city’s thriving seaport, made Thessalonica one of the wealthiest 

and most flourishing trade centers in the Roman Empire.  

Recognized as a free city, Thessalonica was allowed self-rule and was exempted from 

most of the restrictions placed by Rome on other cities in the empire. However, with its 

international flavor came many pagan religions and cultural influences that challenged 

the faith of the young Christians there. 

  

The zeal of Timothy 

   Philip. 2:19-22  

If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send Timothy to you soon. Then when he comes 

back, he can cheer me up by telling me how you are getting along.  

I have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your welfare.  

All the others care only for themselves and not for what matters to Jesus Christ. But you 

know how Timothy has proved himself. Like a son with his father, he has helped me in 

preaching the Good News.  

We can trust that God will always meet our needs. Whatever we need on earth he will 

always supply, even if it is the courage to face death as Paul did. Whatever we need in 

heaven he will supply. We must remember, however, the difference between our wants 

and our needs.  

 

Most people want to feel good and avoid discomfort or pain. We may not get all that we 

want. By trusting in Christ, our attitudes and appetites can change from wanting 

everything to accepting his provision and power to live for him. 

 

 

There were many Christians in Rome; some were even in Caesar’s household. Perhaps 

Paul, while awaiting trial, was making converts of the Roman civil service! Paul sent 

greetings from these Roman Christians to the believers at Philippi.  
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The gospel had spread to all strata of society, linking people who had no other bond but 

Christ. The Roman Christians and the Philippian Christians were brothers and sisters 

because of their unity in Christ. Believers today are also linked to others across cultural, 

economic, and social barriers. Because all believers are brothers and sisters in Christ, let 

us live like God’s true family. 

 

The power of Timothy 

   1 Tim. 4:14  

 Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through the prophecies spoken to you 

when the elders of the church laid their hands on you.  

Timothy’s commission as a church leader was confirmed by prophecy (see also 1 Tim. 

1:18) and by the laying on of hands by the elders of the church. He was not a self-

appointed leader. If you aspire to church leadership, seek the counsel of mature 

Christians who know you well and who will hold you accountable. 

 

 As a young leader in a church that had a lot of problems, Timothy may have felt 

intimidated. But the elders and prophets encouraged him and charged him to use his 

spiritual gift responsibly. Highly skilled and talented athletes lose their abilities if their 

muscles aren’t toned by constant use, and we will lose our spiritual gifts if we don’t put 

them to work. 

 

2 Tim. 1:6  

This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid 

my hands on you.  

At the time of his ordination, Timothy had received special gifts of the Spirit to enable 

him to serve the church (see 1 Tim. 4:14). In telling Timothy to “fan into flame the gift 

of God,” Paul was encouraging him to persevere. Timothy did not need new revelations 

or new gifts; he needed the courage and self-discipline to hang on to the truth and to use 

the gifts he had already received (see 2 Tim. 1:13-14). If Timothy would step out boldly 

in faith and proclaim the gospel once again, the Holy Spirit would go with him and give 

him power. When you use the gifts God has given you, you will find that God will give 

you the power you need. 
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1:6 Clearly Timothy’s spiritual gift had been given to him when Paul and the elders had 

laid their hands on him and set him apart for ministry (see 1 Tim. 4:14). God gives all 

Christians gifts to use to build up the body of Christ (see 1 Cor. 12:4-31), and he gives 

special gifts to some through church leaders, who serve as God’s instruments. 

 

1:6-7 Timothy was experiencing great opposition to his message and to himself as a 

leader. His youth, his association with Paul, and his leadership had come under fire from 

believers and nonbelievers alike. Paul urged him to be bold. When we allow people to 

intimidate us, we neutralize our effectiveness for God. The power of the Holy Spirit can 

help us overcome our fear of what some might say or do to us, so that we can continue 

to do God’s work. 

 

 

Paul's love for Timothy 

1 Cor. 4:17  

    That is the very reason I am sending Timothy—to help you do this. For he is my 

beloved and trustworthy child in the Lord. He will remind you of what I teach about 

Christ Jesus in all the churches wherever I go.  

Timothy had traveled with Paul on Paul’s second missionary journey (see Acts 16:1-3) 

and was a key person in the growth of the early church. Timothy may have delivered 

this letter to Corinth, but more likely he arrived there shortly after the letter came (see 1 

Cor. 16:10). Timothy’s role was to see that Paul’s advice was received, read, and 

implemented. Then he was to return to Paul and report on the church’s progress. 

 

 

    [3] Timothy, I thank God for you. He is the God I serve with a clear conscience, just 

as my ancestors did. Night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. [4] I long 

to see you again, for I remember your tears as we parted. And I will be filled with joy 

when we are together again.  
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Life application: 

  

Youthfulness should not be an excuse for ineffectiveness. Our inadequacies and 

inabilities should not keep us from being available to God. 

 

Timothy seemed to struggle with a naturally timid character and a sensitivity to his  

Life’s situation. 

 

Whatever task may lay before you today remember God will give you the strength to 

accomplish it unto his glory.  

 

Our talents are improved by exercise, but failing to use them causes them to waste away 

from lack of practice and nourishment. What gifts and abilities has God given you? Use 

them regularly in serving God and others.  

 

(See Romans 12:1-8; 2 Tim. 1:6-8 for more on using well the abilities God has given 

us.) 

 

  

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you to 

forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and will 

follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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