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Not Ashamed of the gospel 

 

Romans 1:16-17 
 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE 

RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 

Paul was not ashamed because his message was the Good News about Christ. It 

was a message of salvation, it had life-changing power, and it was for everyone.  

When you are tempted to be ashamed, remember what the Good News is all about. 

If you focus on God and on what God is doing in the world rather than on your 

own inadequacy, you won't be ashamed or embarrassed. 

 Why did the message go to the Jews first? They had been God's special people for 

more than 2,000 years, ever since God chose Abraham and promised great 

blessings to his descendants (Genesis 12:1-3).  

God did not choose the Jews because they deserved to be chosen (Deuteronomy 

7:7, 8; 9:4-6) but because he wanted to show his love and mercy to them, for it 

would be through them that his Messiah would come into the world.  

God chose them, not to play favorites, but so that they would tell the world about 

his plan of salvation. 

For centuries the Jews had been learning about God by obeying his laws, keeping 

his festivals, and living according to his moral principles. Often they would forget 

God's promises and laws; often they would have to be disciplined; but still they 

had a precious heritage of belief in the one true God.  

Of all the people on earth, the Jews should have been the most ready to welcome 

the Messiah and to understand his mission and message—and some of them did 

(see Luke 2:25, 36-38). Of course, the disciples and the great apostle Paul were 

faithful Jews who recognized in Jesus God's most precious gift to the human race. 

The Good News shows us both how righteous God is in his plan for us to be saved 

and also how we may be made fit for eternal life.  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Romans/1/16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+12%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+7%3A7-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+7%3A7-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+9%3A4-6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A36-38
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By trusting Christ, our relationship with God is made right. "From start to finish," 

God declares us to be right with him because of faith and faith alone. Paul then 

quotes from Habakkuk 2:4 to show that as we trust God, we are saved; we have life 

both now and forever. 

 

God is not ashamed to be called our God. 

Hebrews 11:16 
 

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one Therefore God is 

not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them. 

These people of faith died without receiving all that God had promised, but they 

never lost their vision of heaven ("a better place, a heavenly homeland").  

Many Christians become frustrated and defeated because their needs, wants, 

expectations, and demands are not immediately met when they accept Christ as 

Savior. They become impatient and want to quit.  

Are you discouraged because the achievement of your goal seems far away? Take 

courage from these heroes of faith, who lived and died without seeing the fruit of 

their faith on earth and yet continued to believe. 

 

David was not ashamed of God’s commandments. 

 

Psalm 119:6 
 

Then I shall not be ashamed when I look upon all your commandments. 

Remember, God's Word, the Bible, is the only sure guide for living a pure life. 

 

We are not disgraced or ashamed. 

 

Isaiah 50:7 

 

For the Lord GOD helps Me, Therefore, I am not disgraced; Therefore, I have set 

my face like flint, and I know that I will not be ashamed. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Hab+2%3A4
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Hebrews/11/16
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/119/6
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/50/7
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God promised to fight for Israel, but Israel sold itself into sin. Israel had caused its 

own problems. The people of Israel forgot God and trusted in other countries to 

help them. God had not rejected Israel, but Israel had rejected God. 

   If we walk by our own light and reject God's, we become self-sufficient, and the 

result of self-sufficiency is torment. When we place confidence in our own 

intelligence, appearance, or accomplishments instead of in God, we risk torment 

later when these strengths fade. 

 

God’s people will never be put to shame. 

Joel 2:26 
 

"You will have plenty to eat and be satisfied and praise the name of the LORD 

your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; then my people will never be put 

to shame. 

If the Jews would never again experience a disaster like this locust plague ("never 

again will my people be disgraced"), how do we explain the captivity in Babylon, 

the Jews' slavery under the Greeks and Romans, and their persecution under 

Hitler? It is important not to take these verses out of context. This is still part of the 

"blessings" section of Joel's prophecy.   

Only if the people truly repented would they avoid a disaster like the one Joel had 

described. God's blessings are promised only to those who sincerely and 

consistently follow him. God does promise that after the final Day of Judgment, his 

people will never again experience this kind of disaster (Zechariah 14:9-11; 

Revelation 21). 

  

Do not be ashamed of the testimony of the Lord. 

 

2 Timothy 1:8 
 

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, 

but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 

In this time of mounting persecution, Timothy may have been afraid to continue 

preaching the Good News. His fears were based on fact because believers were 

being arrested and executed. Paul told Timothy to expect suffering—Timothy, like 

Paul, would be jailed for preaching the Good News (Hebrews 13:23).  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Joel/2/26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Zec+14%3A9-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Timothy/1/8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+13%3A23
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But Paul promised Timothy that God would give him strength and that he would 

be ready when it was his turn to suffer. Even when there is no persecution, sharing 

our faith in Christ can be difficult. Fortunately we, like Paul and Timothy, can rely 

on the Holy Spirit to give us courage. Don't be ashamed to testify of your personal 

faith in Jesus Christ. 

  

Those who believe in Christ will not be disappointed. 

 

Romans 9:33 
 

Just as it is written, "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING 

AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT 

BE DISAPPOINTED." 

Sometimes we are like these people, trying to get right with God by keeping his 

laws. We may think that attending church, doing church work, giving offerings, 

and being nice will be enough. After all, we've played by the rules, haven't we? But 

Paul's words sting—this approach never succeeds. Paul explains that God's plan is 

not for those who try to earn his favor by being good; it is for those who realize 

that they can never be good enough and so must depend on Christ. We can be 

saved only by putting our faith in what Jesus Christ has done. If we do that, we will 

never be disappointed. 

 

Christ is exalted when you are bold. 

 

Philippians 1:20 
 

According to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in 

anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in 

my body, whether by life or by death. 

To those who don't believe in God, life on earth is all there is, and so it is natural 

for them to strive for this world's values: money, popularity, power, pleasure, and 

prestige. For Paul, however, to live meant to develop eternal values and to tell 

others about Christ, who alone could help them see life from an eternal 

perspective. Paul's whole purpose in life was to speak out boldly for Christ and to 

become more like him. Thus, Paul could confidently say that dying would be even 

better than living, because in death he would be removed from worldly troubles, 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Romans/9/33
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Philippians/1/20
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and he would see Christ face to face (1 John 3:2,3). If you're not ready to die, then 

you're not ready to live. Make certain of your eternal destiny; then you will be free 

to serve—devoting your life to what really counts, without fear of death. 

 

A Christian may suffer to glorify God. 

 

1 Peter 4:16 

 

But if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God 

in this name. 

Again Peter brings to mind Jesus' words: "God blesses you when people mock you 

and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you 

because you are my followers" (Matthew 5:11). Christ will send his Spirit to 

strengthen those who are persecuted for their faith. Peter creates no illusions; God's 

plan for your life may include pain and hardship. When trouble comes, don't be 

surprised. 

 

 

 

 

Abide in Christ and have confidence. 

1 John 2:28 
 

Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 

confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 

The visible proof of being a Christian is right behavior. Many people do good 

deeds but don't have faith in Jesus Christ. Others claim to have faith but rarely 

produce good deeds. A deficit in either faith or right behavior will be a cause for 

shame when Christ returns. Because true faith always results in good deeds, those 

who claim to have faith and who consistently do what is right are true believers. 

Good deeds cannot produce salvation (see Ephesians 2:8, 9), but they are necessary 

proof that true faith is actually present (James 2:14-17). 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+3%3A2-3
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-Peter/4/16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A11
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-John/2/28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+2%3A8-9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A14-17
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Boast only in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Galatians 6:14 
 

But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

 

The world is full of enticements. Daily we are confronted with subtle cultural 

pressures and overt propaganda. The only way to escape these destructive 

influences is to ask God to help crucify our interest in them, just as Paul did. How 

much do the interests of this world matter to you? (See 2:20 and 5:24 for more on 

this concept.) 

 

None who wait for Christ will be ashamed. 

 

Psalm 25:3 
 

Indeed, none of those who wait for you will be ashamed; those who deal 

treacherously without cause will be ashamed. 

David expressed his desire for guidance. How do we receive God's guidance? The 

first step is to want to be guided and to realize that God's primary guidance system 

is in his Word, the Bible. Psalm 119 tells of the endless knowledge found in God's 

Word. By reading the Bible and constantly learning from it, we will gain the 

wisdom to perceive God's direction for our lives. We may be tempted to demand 

answers from God, but David asked for direction. When we are willing to seek 

God, learn from his Word, and obey his commands, then we will receive his 

specific guidance. 

 

Keep God’s statutes, and not be ashamed. 

Psalm 119:5-6 
 

Oh that my ways may be established to keep your statutes! Then I shall not be 

ashamed when I look upon all your commandments. 

This is both the longest psalm and the longest chapter in the Bible.  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Galatians/6/14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+2%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+5%3A24
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/25/3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+119
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/119/5
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It may have been written by Ezra after the Temple was rebuilt (Ezra 6:14, 15) as a 

repetitive meditation on the beauty of God's Word and how it helps us stay pure 

and grow in faith. Psalm 119 has 22 carefully constructed sections, each 

corresponding to a different letter in the Hebrew alphabet and each verse beginning 

with the letter of its section.  

Almost every verse mentions God's Word. Such repetition was common in the 

Hebrew culture. People did not have personal copies of the Scriptures to read as we 

do, so God's people memorized his Word and passed it along orally. The structure 

of this psalm allowed for easy memorization. Remember, God's Word, the Bible, is 

the only sure guide for living a pure life. 

 

 

Those who believe in Christ, the corner stone will not be ashamed. 

 

Isaiah 28:16 
 

Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested 

stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it 

will not be disturbed. 

If you're building anything, you need a firm base. Isaiah speaks of a foundation 

stone, a precious cornerstone that will be laid in Zion. This cornerstone is the 

Messiah, the foundation on whom we build our lives. Is your life built on the 

flimsy base of your own successes or dreams? 

 

 

The unashamed will take refuge in Christ. 

 

Psalm 25:20 
 

Guard my soul and deliver me; do not let me be ashamed, for I take refuge in you. 

We need integrity and honesty to preserve us along life's way. The psalm writer 

asks for these to protect him step by step. Honesty says, "This is the Shepherd's 

way," and integrity says, "I will walk consistently in it." 

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ezr+6%3A14-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+119
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Isaiah/28/16
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/25/20
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The righteous are delivered from shame. 

Psalm 31:1 
 

In You, O LORD, I have taken refuge; Let me never be ashamed; In Your 

righteousness deliver me. 

David called on the Lord to deliver him. He wanted God to stop those who were 

unjustly causing trouble. Therefore, David made his request based upon what he 

knew of God's name, or character. Because God is righteous and loving, he desires 

to deliver his people. 

 

 

Christ will be exalted in my body in life or by death. 

 

Philippians 1:20 

 

according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in 

anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in 

my body, whether by life or by death. 

To those who don't believe in God, life on earth is all there is, and so it is natural 

for them to strive for this world's values: money, popularity, power, pleasure, and 

prestige. For Paul, however, to live meant to develop eternal values and to tell 

others about Christ, who alone could help them see life from an eternal 

perspective. Paul's whole purpose in life was to speak out boldly for Christ and to 

become more like him. Thus, Paul could confidently say that dying would be even 

better than living, because in death he would be removed from worldly troubles, 

and he would see Christ face to face (1 John 3:2,3). If you're not ready to die, then 

you're not ready to live.  

 

 

Let no suffering Christian be ashamed. 

 

 1 Peter 4:16    

    Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify 

God on this behalf.  

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/31/1
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Philippians/1/20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+3%3A2-3
http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-Peter/4/16
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Again Peter brings to mind Jesus' words: "God blesses you when people mock you 

and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you 

because you are my followers" (Matthew 5:11). Christ will send his Spirit to 

strengthen those who are persecuted for their faith. Peter creates no illusions; God's 

plan for your life may include pain and hardship. When trouble comes, don't be 

surprised. 

This does not mean that all suffering is the result of good Christian conduct. Peter 

says to distinguish between suffering for being a believer and suffering for doing 

wrong things. For example, a Christian may think he is being picked on for his 

faith when it is obvious to everyone else that his own unpleasant behavior is the 

cause of his problems. It may take careful thought or wise counsel to determine the 

real cause of our suffering. We can be assured, however, that whenever we suffer 

because of our loyalty to Christ, he will be with us all the way. 

It is not shameful to suffer for being a Christian. When Peter and John were 

persecuted for preaching the Good News, they rejoiced because such persecution 

was a mark of God's approval of their work (Acts 5:41). Don't seek out suffering, 

and don't try to avoid it. Instead, keep on doing what is right whether or not it 

brings suffering. 

 

 

Staying faithful until Christ returns results in not being ashamed. 

 

   1 John 2:28  

    And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have 

confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.  

The visible proof of being a Christian is right behavior. Many people do good 

deeds but don't have faith in Jesus Christ. Others claim to have faith but rarely 

produce good deeds. A deficit in either faith or right behavior will be a cause for 

shame when Christ returns. Because true faith always results in good deeds, those 

who claim to have faith and who consistently do what is right are true believers. 

Good deeds cannot produce salvation (see Ephesians 2:8, 9), but they are necessary 

proof that true faith is actually present (James 2:14-17). 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+5%3A41
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+2%3A8-9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A14-17
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An invitation is given to open your heart’s door. 

 

Rev. 3:20  

 

    Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 

door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

 

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  I ask you 

to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart.  I accept you as savior and 

will follow you as Lord.  Amen. 
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