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God is always with us.

Isaiah 41:10
Fear thou not; for I [am] with thee: be not dismayed; for I [am] thy
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of my righteousness.
God chose Israel through Abraham because he wanted to, not because the
people deserved it (Deuteronomy 7:6-8; 9:4-6).
Although God chose the Israelites to represent him to the world, they failed
to do this; so God punished them and sent them into captivity. Now all
believers are God's chosen people, and all share the responsibility of
representing him to the world.
One day God will bring all his faithful people together.
We need not fear because
(1) God is with us "I am with you"
(2) God has established a relationship with us ("I am your God"), and
(3) God gives us assurance of his strength, help, and victory over sin
and death.

The Lord will go before you and will not fail.

Deuteronomy 31:6
Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for
the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee,
nor forsake thee.
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Memorization was an important part of worship because if everyone knew
the law, ignorance would be no excuse for breaking it.
To fulfill God's purpose and will in our lives, we need the content and
substance of his Word in our hearts and minds. For the Hebrews, this
process began in childhood. Teaching our children and new believers
should be one of our top priorities.

God is always with you.

Matthew 28:20
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.
When someone is dying or leaving us, his or her last words are very
important. Jesus left the disciples with these last words of instruction: They
were under his authority; they were to make more disciples; they were to
baptize and teach these new disciples to obey Christ; Christ would be with
them always.
Whereas in previous missions Jesus had sent his disciples only to the Jews
(10:5, 6), their mission from now on would be worldwide. Jesus is Lord of
the earth, and he died for the sins of people from all nations.
We are to go—whether it is next door or to another country—and make
disciples. It is not an option but a command to all who call Jesus "Lord." We
are not all evangelists in the formal sense, but we have all received gifts
that we can use to help fulfill the great commission. As we obey, we have
comfort in the knowledge that Jesus is always with us.
Jesus' words affirm the reality of the Trinity. Some people accuse
theologians of making up the concept of the Trinity and reading it into
Scripture. As we see here, the concept comes directly from Jesus himself.
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The disciples were to baptize people because baptism unites believers with
Jesus Christ in their death to sin and their resurrection to new life. Baptism
symbolizes submission to Christ, a willingness to live God's way, and
identification with God's covenant people.
Jesus was with the disciples physically until he ascended into heaven and
then spiritually through the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4).
The Holy Spirit would be Jesus' presence that would never leave them
(John 14:26). Jesus continues to be with us today through his Spirit.
The Old Testament prophecies and genealogies in the book of Matthew
present Jesus' credentials for being King of the world—not a military or
political leader, as the disciples had originally hoped, but a spiritual King
who can overcome all evil and rule in the heart of every person.
If we refuse to serve the King faithfully, we are disloyal subjects, fit only to
be banished from the Kingdom. We must make Jesus King of our life and
worship him as our Savior, King, and Lord.

Be content with such things as you have.

Hebrews 13:5
Let your] conversation be without covetousness; [and be] content
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee.
How can we learn to be satisfied with what we have? Strive to live with less
rather than desiring more; give away out of your abundance rather than
accumulating more; relish what you have rather than resent what you're
missing. We become satisfied when we realize God's sufficiency for our
needs.
Christians who become materialistic are saying by their actions that God
can't take care of them—or at least that he won't take care of them the way
they want.
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Insecurity can lead to the love of money, whether we are rich or poor. The
only antidote is to trust God to meet all our needs. See God's love
expressed in what he has provided, and remember that money and
possessions will all pass away.

Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God.

Romans 8:38-39
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
These verses contain one of the most comforting promises in all Scripture.
Believers have always had to face hardships in many forms: persecution,
illness, imprisonment, and even death. These sometimes cause them to
fear that they have been abandoned by Christ. But Paul exclaims that it is
impossible to be separated from Christ.
His death for us is proof of his unconquerable love. Nothing can separate
us from Christ's presence. God tells us how great his love is so that we will
feel totally secure in him. If we believe these overwhelming assurances, we
will not be afraid.
Powers are unseen forces of evil in the universe, forces like Satan and his
fallen angels (see Ephesians 6:12). In Christ we are super-conquerors, and
his love will protect us from any such forces.
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Take no thought for your life.

Matthew 6:25-34
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.
Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?
[26] Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap,
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye
not much better than they?
Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
[28] And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:
And yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?
Therefore take no thought, saying, what shall we eat? Or, what shall
we drink? Or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these
things do the Gentiles seek: for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow:
for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the
day is the evil thereof.
Because of the ill effects of worry, Jesus tells us not to worry about those
needs that God promises to supply. Worry may (1) damage your health, (2)
disrupt your productivity, (3) negatively affect the way you treat others, and
(4) reduce your ability to trust in God. How many ill effects of worry are you
experiencing? Here is the difference between worry and genuine concern—
worry immobilizes, but concern moves you to action.
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To "seek the Kingdom of God above all else" means to put God first in your
life, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your
pattern, and to serve and obey him in everything.
Planning for tomorrow is time well spent; worrying about tomorrow is time
wasted. Sometimes it's difficult to tell the difference. Careful planning is
thinking ahead about goals, steps, and schedules, and trusting in God's
guidance. When done well, planning can help alleviate worry. Worriers, by
contrast, are consumed by fear and find it difficult to trust God. They let
their plans interfere with their relationship with God. Don't let worries about
tomorrow affect your relationship with God today.

You are the temple of God.
1 Corinthians 3:16
Know you not that ye are the temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you?
Paul wanted the Corinthians to understand that they were a unified
assembly ("all of you together are the temple of God" and "the Spirit of God
lives in you"). They were not to see themselves as a collection of
competing interests or independent individuals.
Paul was emphasizing the intent of Jesus' prayer in John 17:21-23 that
believers be unified in God. What actions could you take this week to
strengthen your ties to fellow Christians in the church of Jesus Christ?
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The rod and staff of the Lord will comfort me.

Psalms 23:4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou [art] with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me.
Death casts a frightening shadow over us because we are entirely helpless
in its presence. We can struggle with other enemies—pain, suffering,
disease, injury—but strength and courage cannot overcome death. It has
the final word.
Only one person can walk with us through death's dark valley and bring us
safely to the other side—the God of life, our shepherd. Because life is
uncertain, we should follow this shepherd who offers us eternal comfort.

Invite the Lord in and share a meal.

Revelation 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with
me.
The Laodicean church was complacent and rich. They felt self-satisfied, but
they didn't have Christ's presence among them. Christ knocked at the door
of their hearts, but they were so busy enjoying worldly pleasures that they
didn't notice that he was trying to enter.
The pleasures of this world—money, security, material possessions—can
be dangerous, because their temporary satisfaction makes us indifferent to
God's offer of lasting satisfaction. If you find yourself feeling indifferent to
church, to God, or to the Bible, you have begun to shut God out of your life.
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Leave the door of your heart constantly open to God, and you won't need
to worry about hearing his knock. Letting him in is your only hope for lasting
fulfillment.
Jesus knocks at the door of our heart because he wants to save us and
have fellowship with us. He is patient and persistent in trying to get through
to us—not breaking and entering, but knocking. He allows us to decide
whether or not to open our life to him.

The Lord will send the Holy Spirit as a comforter.

John 14:16-17
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter
that he may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Jesus was soon going to leave the disciples, but he would remain with
them. How could this be? The Advocate—the Spirit of God himself—would
come after Jesus was gone to care for and guide the disciples. The
regenerating power of the Spirit came on the disciples just before Jesus'
ascension (20:22), and the Spirit was poured out on all the believers at
Pentecost (Acts 2), shortly after Jesus ascended to heaven.
The Holy Spirit is the very presence of God within us and all believers,
helping us live as God wants and building Christ's church on earth. By faith
we can appropriate the Spirit's power each day.
The word translated "Advocate" combines the ideas of comfort and
counsel. The word could also be translated Comforter, Encourager, or
Counselor. The Holy Spirit is a powerful person on our side, working for
and with us.
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The Lord is in the midst of you to save and bring rejoicing.
Zephaniah 3:17
The LORD thy God in the midst of thee [is] mighty; he will save, he
will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over
thee with singing.
The Lord himself will remove his hand of judgment, disperse Israel's
enemies, and come to live among his people. He will give them gladness.
Zephaniah points out that gladness results when we allow God to be with
us. We do that by faithfully following him and obeying his commands. Then
God rejoices over us with singing. If you want to be happy, draw close to
the source of happiness by obeying God.

Christ will dwell in your heart by faith.

Ephesians 3:17
That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love,
God's love is total, says Paul. It reaches every corner of our experience. It
is wide—it covers the breadth of our own experience, and it reaches out to
the whole world. God's love is long— it continues the length of our lives. It
is high—it rises to the heights of our celebration and elation.
His love is deep— it reaches to the depths of discouragement, despair, and
even death. When you feel shut out or isolated, remember that you can
never be lost to God's love. For another prayer about God's immeasurable
and inexhaustible love.
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Prayer to salvation.
Lord God in heaven, I come to you in the name of Jesus.
I acknowledge to you that I am a sinner, and
I am sorry for my sins and the life that I have lived;
I need your forgiveness.
I believe that your only begotten Son Jesus Christ shed His precious blood
on the cross at Calvary and died for my sins, and I am now willing to turn
from my sin.
Your Holy Word declares in Romans 10:9 that if we confess the Lord our
God and believe in our hearts that God raised Jesus from the dead, we
shall be saved.
Right now I confess Jesus as the Lord of my soul. With my heart, I believe
that God raised Jesus from the dead.
This very moment I accept Jesus Christ as my own personal Savior and
according to His Word, right now I am saved. Amen
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