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God’s banner of love
Banners are proclamations, bold statements of fact displayed over people,
places, and things.
They are God’s indisputable declarations meant for all to see.
There is security under my immovable banner for I change not.
Hebrews 13:8
Though human leaders have much to offer, we must keep our eyes on
Christ, our ultimate leader. Unlike any human leaders, he will never
change. Christ has been and will be the same forever. In a changing world
we can trust our unchanging Lord.

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever.

The Lord has placed this declaration over you for the entire world to see.
Knowing you are so loved will be irresistible to the unloved.
This will accomplish a two-fold purpose:
1. Loving you and
2. Drawing others.
Man cannot move this banner proclaiming God’s love for you as it is
anchored in the blood of Jesus.
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The Lord is my banner.

Exodus 17:15
And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The LORD Is My
Banner,
Aaron and Hur stood by Moses' side and held up his arms to ensure victory
against Amalek. We need to "hold up the hands" of our spiritual leaders as
well. Shouldering some responsibility, lending a word of encouragement, or
offering a prayer are ways of refreshing spiritual leaders in their work.
God’s banner over me is love.

Song of Solomon 2:4
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was
love.
Feelings of love can create emotions that overpower reason, however,
God’s love for his people is present for all to see.
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The darkness cannot hide God’s banner.
John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through him, and without him was not anything made that was
made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
God created the entire universe, and nothing is too difficult for him. God
created you; he is alive today, and his love is bigger than any problem you
may face.
"The darkness can never extinguish it" means the darkness of evil never
has and never will overcome God's light. Jesus Christ is the Creator of life,
and his life brings light to humankind. In his light, we see ourselves as we
really are (sinners in need of a Savior). When we follow Jesus, the true
Light, we can avoid walking blindly and falling into sin.
He lights the path ahead of us so we can see how to live. He removes the
darkness of sin from our lives. In what ways have you allowed the light of
Christ to shine into your life? Let Christ guide your life, and you'll never
need to stumble in darkness.
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God will raise a signal for the nations and gather Israel.
Isaiah 11:12
He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished
of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of
the earth.
Old Testament prophecy is often applied both to the near future and the
distant future. Judah would soon be exiled to Babylon, and a remnant
would return to Jerusalem in 538 B.C. at Cyrus's decree. In the ages to
come, however, God's people would be dispersed throughout the world.
These locations represent the four corners of the known world—Hamath in
the north, Egypt in the south, Assyria and Babylonia in the east, the distant
coastlands in the west. Ultimately God's people will be regathered when
Christ comes to reign over the earth.
God set up our boundaries.
Psalm 20:5
May we shout for joy over your salvation, and in the name of our God
set up our banners! May the LORD fulfill all your petitions!
As long as there have been armies and weapons, nations have boasted of
their power, but such power does not last. Throughout history, empires and
kingdoms have risen to great power only to vanish in the dust. David,
however, knew that the true might of his nation was not in weaponry but in
worship, not in firepower but in God's power.
Because God alone can preserve a nation or an individual, be sure your
confidence is in God, who gives eternal victory. Whom do you trust?
God set up a banner to declare that Babylon is taken.
Jeremiah 50:1-46
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The word that the LORD spoke concerning Babylon, concerning the
land of the Chaldeans, by Jeremiah the prophet: “Declare among the
nations and proclaim, set up a banner and proclaim, conceal it not,
and say: ‘Babylon is taken, Bel is put to shame, and Merodach is
dismayed. Her images are put to shame, her idols are dismayed.’ “For
out of the north a nation has come up against her, which shall make
her land a desolation, and none shall dwell in it; both man and beast
shall flee away. “In those days and in that time, declares the LORD, the
people of Israel and the people of Judah shall come together, weeping
as they come, and they shall seek the LORD their God. They shall ask
the way to Zion, with faces turned toward it, saying, ‘Come, and let us
join ourselves to the LORD in an everlasting covenant that will never
be forgotten....
God would punish wicked Babylon as he punished Assyria for what it had
done to Israel. Assyria was crushed by Babylon, which Assyria had once
ruled. Babylon in turn would be crushed by Medo-Persia, formerly under its
authority. These verses also look to the time when the Messiah will rule
and Israel will be fully restored. No sin will then be found in Israel because
God's people will seek him and be forgiven.
The banner of truth will make you free.
John 8:32
And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Jesus himself is the truth that sets us free (8:36). He is the source of truth,
the perfect standard of what is right.
He frees us from continued slavery to sin, from self-deception, and from
deception by Satan. He shows us clearly the way to eternal life with God.
Thus, Jesus does not give us freedom to do what we want, but freedom to
follow God. As we seek to serve God, Jesus' perfect truth frees us to be all
that God meant us to be.
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Eternal life, the banner of truth.
John 3:16-17
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him.
To "believe" is more than intellectual agreement that Jesus is God. It
means to put our trust and confidence in him that he alone can save us. It
is to put Christ in charge of our present plans and eternal destiny. Believing
is both trusting his words as reliable, and relying on him for the power to
change. If you have never trusted Christ, let this promise of everlasting life
be yours—and believe.
God’s glory can be shown to all.
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth.
"The Father's one and only Son" means Jesus is God's only and unique
Son. The emphasis is on unique. Jesus is one of a kind and enjoys a
relationship with God. He is unlike all believers, who are called "children of
God."
The heavens and the earth were created by God.
Genesis 1:1
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
The simple statement that God created the heavens and the earth is one of
the most challenging concepts confronting the modern mind. The vast
galaxy we live in is spinning at the incredible speed of 490,000 miles an
hour. But even at this breakneck speed, our galaxy still needs 200 million
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years to make one rotation. And there are over one billion other galaxies
just like ours in the universe.
God did not need to create the universe; he chose to create it. Why? God is
love, and love is best expressed toward something or someone else—so
God created the world and people as an expression of his love. We should
avoid reducing God's creation to merely scientific terms. Remember that
God created the universe because he loves us.
What is printed on your banner today?
An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart, please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept
you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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