Those Whom the Lord Has Called

Romans 8:27-30
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose.
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called,
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
God works in "everything"—not just isolated incidents—for our good. This does
not mean that all that happens to us is good. Evil is prevalent in our fallen world,
but God is able to turn every circumstance around for our long-range good. Note
that God is not working to make us happy but to fulfill his purpose. Note also that
this promise is not for everybody. It can be claimed only by those who love God
and are called by him, that is, those whom the Holy Spirit convinces to receive
Christ. Such people have a new perspective, a new mind-set. They trust in God, not
in worldly treasures; their security is in heaven, not on earth. Their faith in God
does not waver in pain and persecution because they know God is with them.
God's ultimate goal for us is to make us like Christ (1 John 3:2). As we become
more and more like him, we discover our true selves, the persons we were created
to be. How can we become like Christ? By reading and heeding the Word, by
studying his life on earth through the Gospels, by spending time in prayer, by
being filled with his Spirit, and by doing his work in the world.
Some believe these verses mean that before the beginning of the world, God
chose certain people to receive his gift of salvation. They point to verses such as
Ephesians 1:11, which says that God "chose us in advance, and he makes
everything work out according to his plan." Others believe that God knew in
advance who would respond to him, and upon those he set his mark (he chose
them). What is clear is that God's purpose for people was not an afterthought; it
was settled before the foundation of the world. People are to serve and honor God.

If you believe in Christ, you can rejoice in the fact that God has always known
you. God's love is eternal. His wisdom and power are supreme. He will guide and
protect you until you one day stand in his presence.
Called means "summoned or invited."

God has called you.
Romans 1:6-7
You are among those who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ, [7] dear
friends in Rome. God loves you dearly, and he has called you to be his very own
people.
May grace and peace be yours from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Jews and Christians alike stood against the idolatrous Roman religions, and Roman
officials often confused the two groups. This was especially easy to do since the
Christian church in Rome could have been originally composed of Jewish converts
who had attended Pentecost in Jerusalem. (By the time Paul wrote this letter to the
Romans, however, many Gentiles had joined the church. The Jews and the Gentiles
needed to know the relationship between Judaism and Christianity.
Paul says that those who become Christians are invited by Jesus Christ to (1)
belong to God's family, and (2) be his very own people. What a wonderful
expression of what it means to be a Christian! In being reborn into God's family we
have the greatest experience of love and the greatest inheritance. Because of all
that God has done for us, we strive to be his holy people.
Rome was the capital of the Roman Empire that had spread over most of Europe,
North Africa, and the Near East. In New Testament times, Rome was experiencing
a golden age. The city was wealthy, literary, and artistic. It was a cultural center,
but it was also morally decadent. The Romans worshiped many pagan gods, and
even some of the emperors were worshiped. In stark contrast to the Romans, the
followers of Christ believed in only one God and lived by his high moral standards.
Christianity was also at odds with the Romans' dependence on military strength.
Many Romans were naively pragmatic, believing that any means to accomplish the

intended task was good. And for them, nothing worked better than physical might.
The Romans trusted in their strong military power to protect them against all
enemies. Christians in every age need to be reminded that God is the only
permanent source of our security and salvation, and at the same time he is "our
Father"!
Every purpose is of the Lord shall be established.
Jeremiah 51:29
And the land shall tremble and sorrow: for every purpose of the Lord shall be
performed against Babylon, to make the land of Babylon a desolation without an
inhabitant.
It is foolish to trust in human-made images rather than in God. It is easy to think
that the things we see and touch will bring us more security than God. But things
rust, rot, and decay. God is eternal. Why put your trust in something that
Many who were ordained to eternal life believed.
Acts 13:48
And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the
Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.
Instead of accepting the truth, the Jewish leaders stirred up opposition and ran Paul
and Barnabas out of town. When confronted by a disturbing truth, people often
turn away and refuse to listen. When God's Spirit points out needed changes in our
lives, we must listen to him. Otherwise we may be pushing the truth so far away
that it no longer affects us.
God has made known the mysteries of his will.
Ephes. 1:9-10
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the
fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which
are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

God was not intentionally keeping his mysterious plan a secret, but his plan for
the world could not be fully understood until Christ rose from the dead. His
purpose for sending Christ was to unite Jews and Gentiles in one body with
Christ as the head.
Many people still do not understand God's plan; but at the right time, he will
bring us together to be with him forever. Then everyone will understand. On that
day, all people will bow to Jesus as Lord, either because they love him or
because they fear his power

God has an eternal purpose
Ephesians 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord:
It is an awesome privilege to be able to approach God with freedom and
confidence. Most of us would be apprehensive in the presence of a powerful
ruler. But thanks to Christ, by faith we can enter directly into God's presence
through prayer.
We know we'll be welcomed with open arms because we are God's children
through our union with Christ. Don't be afraid of God. Talk with him about
everything. He is waiting to hear from you.

God has appointed us to obtain salvation.
1 Thes. 5:9
For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ.
As you near the end of a long race, your legs ache, your throat burns, and your
whole body cries out for you to stop. This is when friends and fans are most
valuable. Their encouragement helps you push through the pain to the finish line.
In the same way, Christians are to encourage one another. Be sensitive to others'
need for encouragement, and offer supportive words or actions.

God has chosen you to salvation.
2 Thes. 2:13-14
But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of
the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by
our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Paul consistently taught that salvation begins and ends with God. We can do
nothing to be saved on our own merit—we must accept God's gift of salvation (see
the note on Ephesians 1:4). There is no other way to receive forgiveness from sin.
Paul is encouraging the Thessalonian believers by reminding them that they were
chosen by God from the beginning. Being made holy is the process of Christian
growth through which the Holy Spirit makes us like Christ (Romans 8:29).
God worked through Paul and his companions to tell the Good News so that
people could share in Christ's glory. It may seem strange that God works through
us—fallible, unfaithful, untrustworthy human creatures. But he has given us the
fantastic privilege of accomplishing his great mission—telling the world how to
find salvation.
The foundation of God stands sure.
2 Tim. 2:19
Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are his. And, Let everyone that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.

God has called us to eternal glory.
1 Peter 5:10
But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen,
settle you.

People who were called by God

Moses
Exodus 3:10
Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You will lead my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt."
In Moses we see an outstanding personality shaped by God. But we must not
misunderstand what God did. He did not change who or what Moses was; he did
not give Moses new abilities and strengths. Instead, he took Moses' characteristics
and molded them until they were suited to his purposes. Does knowing this make a
difference in your understanding of God's purpose in your life? He is trying to take
what he created in the first place and use it for its intended purposes.
The next time you talk with God, don't ask, "What should I change into?" but
"How should I use my own abilities and strengths to do your will?"

David
1 Samuel 16:12
So Jesse sent for him. He was ruddy and handsome, with pleasant eyes. And the
Lord said, "This is the one; anoint him."
David, more than anything else, had an unchangeable belief in the faithful and
forgiving nature of God. He was a man who lived with great zest. He sinned, but
he was quick to confess his sins. His confessions were from the heart, and his
repentance was genuine. David never took God's forgiveness lightly or his blessing
for granted. In return, God never held back from David either his forgiveness or
the consequences of his actions. David experienced the joy of forgiveness even
when he had to suffer the consequences of his sins.
We tend to get these two reversed. Too often we would rather avoid the
consequences than experience forgiveness. Another big difference between us and

David is that while he sinned greatly, he did not sin repeatedly. He learned from
his mistakes because he accepted the suffering they brought.
Often we don't seem to learn from our mistakes or the consequences that result
from those mistakes. What changes would it take for God to find this kind of
obedience in you?
Isaiah
Isaiah 6:5-9
Then I said, "My destruction is sealed, for I am a sinful man and a member of a
sinful race. Yet I have seen the King, the Lord Almighty!"
Then one of the seraphim flew over to the altar, and he picked up a burning coal
with a pair of tongs. He touched my lips with it and said, "See, this coal has
touched your lips. Now your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven."
Then I heard the Lord asking, "Whom should I send as a messenger to my people?
Who will go for us?"
And I said, "Lord, I'll go! Send me."
And he said, "Yes, go. But tell my people this: 'You will hear my words, but you
will not understand. You will see what I do, but you will not perceive its meaning.'
Isaiah was active as a prophet during the reigns of five kings, but he did not set out
to be a prophet. By the time King Uzziah died, Isaiah may have been established as
a scribe in the royal palace in Jerusalem. It was a respectable career, but God had
other plans for his servant. Isaiah's account of God's call leaves little doubt about
what motivated the prophet for the next half century. His vision of God was
unforgettable.
His encounter with God permanently affected Isaiah's character. He reflected the
God he represented. Isaiah's messages—some comforting, some confronting—are
so dissimilar that some have guessed they came from different authors. Isaiah's
testimony is that the messages came from the only one capable of being perfect in
justice as well as in mercy—God himself.

When he called Isaiah as a prophet, God did not encourage him with predictions of
great success. God told Isaiah that the people would not listen. But he was to speak
and write his messages anyway because eventually some would listen. God
compared his people to a tree that would have to be cut down so that a new tree
could grow from the old stump (Isaiah 6:13).
We who are part of that future can see that many of the promises God gave through
Isaiah have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. We also gain the hope of knowing that
God is active in all of history, including our own.

Jeremiah
Jeremiah 1:4-7
The Lord gave me a message. He said, "I knew you before I formed you in your
mother's womb. Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my
spokesman to the world."
"O Sovereign Lord," I said, "I can't speak for you! I'm too young!"
"Don't say that," the Lord replied, "for you must go wherever I send you and say
whatever I tell you.
Jeremiah was "appointed" by God as his "prophet to the nations." God has a
purpose for each Christian, but some people are appointed by God for specific
kinds of work.
Ezekiel
Ezekiel 1:3
The Lord gave a message to me, Ezekiel son of Buzi, a priest, there beside the
Kebar River in the land of the Babylonians, and I felt the hand of the Lord take
hold of me.
The name Ezekiel means "God is strong" or "God strengthens." In a very real
sense, this sums up the basic message of the book: that in spite of the captivity,
God's sovereign strength prevails, and he will judge his enemies and restore his
true people.

Daniel
Daniel 2:20-23
Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for
wisdom and might are his: And he changeth the times and the seasons: he
removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and
knowledge to them that know understanding:
He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and
the light dwelleth with him. I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my
fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now
what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king's matter.
After Daniel asked God to reveal Nebuchadnezzar's dream to him, he saw a vision
of the dream. Daniel's prayer was answered. Before rushing to Arioch with the
news, Daniel took time to give God credit for all wisdom and power, thanking God
for answering his request.
How do you feel when your prayers are answered? Excited? Surprised? Relieved?
There are times when we seek God in prayer and, after having been answered, dash
off in our excitement, forgetting to give God credit for the answer. Match your
persistence in prayer with gratitude when your requests are answered.

The Apostles
Mark 3:14-15
Then he selected twelve of them to be his regular companions, calling them
apostles. He sent them out to preach, [15] and he gave them authority to cast out
demons.
What does it mean to hear the "call" of God? First, God calls you to faith in Jesus.
You will know this call by the growing desire in your heart to settle the matter of
peace with God speedily. Respond to him—answer with a grateful, "Yes, Lord, I
need you!"
Second, God calls you to service in Jesus' name. Wherever you are (and sometimes
you need to move), whatever you're doing (and sometimes you need to upgrade
your skills), God has a place of service for you. Jesus calls you and he wants you.

Answer this call thoughtfully, seriously, in consultation with other Christians,
saying, "Yes, Lord, I love you and will follow you!"
From the hundreds of people who followed him from place to place, Jesus chose
12 to be his apostles. Apostle means "messenger or authorized representative."
Why did Jesus choose 12 disciples? The number 12 corresponds to the 12 tribes of
Israel (Matthew 19:28), showing the continuity between the old religious system
and the new one based on Jesus' message. Many people followed Jesus, but these
12 received the most intense training.
Jesus did not choose these 12 to be his associates and companions because of their
faith; their faith often faltered. He didn't choose them because of their talent and
ability; no one stood out with unusual ability. The disciples represented a wide
range of backgrounds and life experiences, but apparently they had no more
leadership potential than those who were not chosen.
The one characteristic they all shared was their willingness to obey Jesus. After
Jesus' ascension, they were filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered to carry out
special roles in the growth of the early church. We should not disqualify ourselves
from service to Christ because we do not have the expected credentials. Being a
good disciple is simply a matter of following Jesus with a willing heart.
God has chosen you.
John 15:16
You didn't choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce fruit that
will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.

Paul
Acts 9:6-7
Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you are to do."
The men with Saul stood speechless with surprise, for they heard the sound of
someone's voice, but they saw no one!
Saul thought he was pursuing heretics, but he was persecuting Jesus himself.
Anyone who persecutes believers today is also guilty of persecuting Jesus (see
Matthew 25:40, 45) because believers are the body of Christ on earth.
Galatians 1:1
This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any group or by
human authority. My call is from Jesus Christ himself and from God the Father,
who raised Jesus from the dead.

Galatians 1:12
For my message came by a direct revelation from Jesus Christ himself. No one
else taught me.
There are two possible meanings consistent with the grammar of the phrase, "direct
revelation from Jesus Christ." (1) This was a revelation by Christ to Paul that
spelled out the gospel message, or (2) it was a personal revelation by Christ of his
true identity that suddenly confirmed the gospel message against which Paul had
been in bitter conflict. Within each meaning the fact remains that God provided the
revelation and its content was the gospel

All People
Acts 2:17-18
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: [18] And on my
servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and
they shall prophesy:

Not everything mentioned in Joel 2:28, 29 was happening that particular morning.
The "last days" include all the days between Christ's first and second comings and
is another way of saying "from now on." "That great and glorious day of the LORD"
(2:20) denotes the whole Christian age. Even Moses yearned for the Lord to put his
Spirit upon everyone (Numbers 11:29). At Pentecost the Holy Spirit was released
throughout the entire world—to men, women, slaves, Jews, Gentiles. Now
everyone can receive the Spirit. This was a revolutionary thought for first-century
Jews.
Everything that happened to Jesus was under God's control. His plans were never
disrupted by the Roman government or the Jewish officials. This was especially
comforting to those facing oppression during the time of the early Christian
church.

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior
and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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