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Deafness
Lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear.
Luke 7:22
And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard:
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to
them.
The proofs listed here for Jesus being the Messiah are significant. They
consist of observable deeds, not theories—actions that Jesus'
contemporaries saw and reported for us to read today. The prophets had
said that the Messiah would do these very acts (see Isaiah 35:5, 6; 61:1).
These physical proofs helped John—and will help all of us—to recognize
who Jesus is.

The ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
Isaiah 35:5-6
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in
the desert;
Chapter 35 pictures the days when life will be peaceful at last and
everything will be made right. Carmel and Sharon were regions of thick
vegetation and fertile soil. They were symbols of productivity and plenty.
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Jesus gave them authority over every affliction.
Matthew 10:1
And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every
affliction.
Jesus called his 12 disciples. He didn't draft them, force them, or ask them
to volunteer; he chose them to serve him in a special way. Christ calls us
today. He doesn't twist our arms and make us do something we don't want
to do. We can choose to join him or remain behind. When Christ calls you
to follow him, how do you respond?
Jesus will make all things new.
Revelation 21:1-8
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the
first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away.
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he
said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. And he said unto
me, it is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.
He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he
shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars,
shall have their part in the lake which burned with fire and brimstone: which
is the second death.
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The earth as we know it will not last forever, but after God's great
judgment, he will create a new earth (see Romans 8:18-21; 2 Peter 3:7-13).
God had also promised Isaiah that he would create a new and eternal earth
(Isaiah 65:17; 66:22). The sea is gone as well; in John's time, the sea was
viewed as dangerous and changeable. It was also the source of the beast
(13:1). We don't know how the new earth will look or where it will be, but
God and his followers—those whose names are written in the Book of
Life—will be united to live there forever.
God will cleanse from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Confession is supposed to free us to enjoy fellowship with Christ. It should
ease our consciences and lighten our cares. But some Christians do not
understand how it works. They feel so guilty that they confess the same
sins over and over; then they wonder if they might have forgotten
something.
Other Christians believe that God forgives them when they confess, but if
they died with unconfessed sins, they would be forever lost. These
Christians do not understand that God wants to forgive us. He allowed his
beloved Son to die just so he could offer us pardon. When we come to
Christ, he forgives all the sins we have committed or will ever commit. We
don't need to confess the sins of the past all over again, and we don't need
to fear that God will reject us if we don't keep our slate perfectly clean.
Of course we should continue to confess our sins, but not because failure
to do so will make us lose our salvation. Our relationship with Christ is
secure. Instead, we should confess so that we can enjoy maximum
fellowship and joy with him.
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True confession also involves a commitment not to continue in sin. We
wouldn't be genuinely confessing our sins to God if we planned to commit
them again and just wanted temporary forgiveness. We should also pray
for strength to defeat temptation the next time we face it.
If God has forgiven us for our sins because of Christ's death, why must we
confess our sins?
In admitting our sins and receiving Christ's cleansing, we are
(1) Agreeing with God that our sin truly is sin and that we are willing to turn
from it,
(2) Ensuring that we don't conceal our sins from him and consequently
from ourselves, and
(3) Recognizing our tendency to sin and relying on his power to overcome
it.

God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:19
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory
in Christ Jesus.
We can trust that God will always meet our needs. Whatever we need on
earth he will always supply, even if it is the courage to face death as Paul
did. Whatever we need in heaven he will supply. We must remember,
however, the difference between our wants and our needs. Most people
want to feel good and avoid discomfort or pain. We may not get all that we
want. By trusting in Christ, our attitudes and appetites can change from
wanting everything to accepting his provision and power to live for him.
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God’s power is made perfect in our weakness.

2 Corinthians 12:9
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
Although God did not remove Paul's affliction, he promised to demonstrate
his power in Paul. The fact that God's power is displayed in our
weaknesses should give us courage and hope. As we recognize our
limitations, we will depend more on God for our effectiveness rather than
on our own energy, effort, or talent. Our limitations not only help develop
Christian character but also deepen our worship, because in admitting
them, we affirm God's strength.
Heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse lepers, cast out demons.

Matthew 10:8
Heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You
received without paying; give without pay.
The costly sacrifice of an animal's life impressed upon the sinner the
seriousness of his or her own sin before God. Because Jesus shed his own
blood for us, his sacrifice is infinitely greater than any Old Testament
offering. Considering the immeasurable gift he gave us, we should respond
by giving him our devotion and service.
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Jesus healed every disease and every affliction.
Matthew 9:35
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every
disease and every affliction.
Matthew shows how Jesus was maligned by those who should have
received him most gladly. Why did the Pharisees do this?
(1) Jesus bypassed their religious authority.
(2) He weakened their control over the people.
(3) He challenged their cherished beliefs.
(4) He exposed their insincere motives.
While the Pharisees questioned, debated, and dissected Jesus, people
were being healed and lives changed right in front of them. Their
skepticism was based not on insufficient evidence but on jealousy of Jesus'
popularity.

Jesus healed all that were sick.
Matthew 8:16
That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons,
and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick.
Through a single touch, Jesus healed (8:3, 15); when he spoke a single
word, evil spirits fled his presence (8:16). Jesus has authority over all evil
powers and all earthly disease. He also has power and authority to conquer
sin. Sickness and evil are consequences of living in a fallen world. But in
the future, when God removes all sin, there will be no more sickness and
death. Jesus' healing miracles were a taste of what the whole world will
one day experience in God's Kingdom.
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All of God’s words shall be accomplished.

Matthew 5:18
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a
dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
In the Old Testament, there were three categories of law: ceremonial, civil,
and moral.
(1) The ceremonial law related specifically to Israel's worship (see Leviticus
1:2, 3, for example). Its primary purpose was to point forward to Jesus
Christ; these laws, therefore, were no longer necessary after Jesus' death
and resurrection. While we are no longer bound by ceremonial law, the
principles behind them—to worship and love a holy God—still apply. Jesus
was often accused by the Pharisees of violating ceremonial law.
(2) The civil law applied to daily living in Israel (see Deuteronomy 24:10,
11, for example). Because modern society and culture are so radically
different from that time and setting, all of these guidelines cannot be
followed specifically. But the principles behind the commands are timeless
and should guide our conduct. Jesus demonstrated these principles by
example.
(3) The moral law (such as the Ten Commandments) is the direct
command of God, and it requires strict obedience (see Exodus 20:13, for
example). The moral law reveals the nature and will of God, and it still
applies today. Jesus obeyed the moral law completely.
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God will bless those who bless you.
Genesis 12:3
I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
When God called him, Abram moved out in faith from Ur to Haran and
finally to Canaan. God then established a covenant with Abram, telling him
that he would found a great nation. Not only would this nation be blessed,
God said, but the other nations of the earth would be blessed through
Abram's descendants.
Israel, the nation that would come from Abram, was to follow God and
influence those with whom it came in contact. Through Abram's family tree,
Jesus Christ was born to save humanity. Through Christ, people can have
a personal relationship with God and be blessed beyond measure.

Jesus blood ransomed every tribe, language and people.
Revelation 5:9
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and
to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,
The song of God's people praises Christ's work. He
(1) Was killed,
(2) ransomed them with his blood,
(3) gathered them into a Kingdom,
(4) Made them priests, and
(5) Appointed them to reign on the earth.
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Jesus has already died and paid the penalty for sin. He is now gathering us
into his Kingdom and making us priests.
In the future we will reign with him. Worship God and praise him for what
he has done, what he is doing, and what he will do for all who trust in him.
When we realize the glorious future that awaits us, we will find the strength
to face our present difficulties.
You are a chosen race, a people for his own possession.
1 Peter 2:9-10
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
his own possession, that you may proclaim the Excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a
people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
Christians sometimes speak of "the priesthood of all believers." In Old
Testament times, people did not approach God directly. A priest acted as
intermediary between God and sinful human beings. With Christ's victory
on the cross, that pattern changed. Now we can come directly into God's
presence without fear (Hebrews 4:16), and we are given the responsibility
of bringing others to him also (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). When we are united
with Christ as members of his body, we join in his priestly work of
reconciling God and people.
People often base their self-concept on their accomplishments. But our
relationship with Christ is far more important than our jobs, successes,
wealth, or knowledge. We have been chosen by God as his very own, and
we have been called to represent him to others. Remember that your value
comes from being one of God's children, not from what you can achieve.
You have worth because of what God does, not because of what you do.
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Put on the whole armor of God and stand.
Ephesians 6:10-20
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the
whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the schemes of
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness,
In the Christian life we battle against rulers and authorities (the powerful
evil forces of fallen angels headed by the devil, who is a vicious fighter, see
1 Peter 5:8). To withstand their attacks, we must depend on God's strength
and use every piece of his armor. Paul is not only giving this counsel to the
church, the body of Christ, but to all individuals within the church. The
whole body needs to be armed. As you do battle against the "mighty
powers in this dark world," fight in the strength of the church, whose power
comes from the Holy Spirit.
These who are not "flesh-and-blood enemies" are demons over whom the
devil has control. They are not mere fantasies—they are very real. We face
a powerful army whose goal is to defeat Christ's church. When we believe
in Christ, these beings become our enemies, and they try every device to
turn us away from him and back to sin.
Although we are assured of victory, we must engage in the struggle until
Christ returns, because Satan is constantly battling against all who are on
the Lord's side. We need supernatural power to defeat Satan, and God has
provided this by giving us his Holy Spirit within us and his armor
surrounding us.
If you feel discouraged, remember Jesus' words to Peter: "Upon this rock I
will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it" (Matthew
16:18).
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The wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.
Ezekiel 18:20
The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the
father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son.
The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.
God is perfect love, but he also dispenses perfect justice. His perfect love
causes him to be merciful to those who recognize their sin and turn back to
him, but he cannot overlook those who willfully sin.
Wicked people die both physically and spiritually. God takes no joy in their
deaths; he would prefer that they turn to him and have eternal life.
Likewise, we should not rejoice in the misfortunes of nonbelievers. Instead,
we should do all in our power to bring them to faith.
An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept
you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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