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Drunkenness

Drunkenness defined:
To become intoxicated, inebriated or overpowered with spirituous liquors in
that his reason is disordered. Drunkenness renders some persons stupid,
sullen or furious.
Be filled with the spirit.

Ephesians 5:18
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the
Spirit.
Paul contrasts getting drunk with wine, which produces a temporary "high,"
to being filled with the Spirit, which produces lasting joy. Getting drunk with
wine is associated with the old way of life and its selfish desires. In Christ,
we have a better joy, higher and longer lasting, to cure our depression,
monotony, or tension. We should not be concerned with how much of the
Holy Spirit we have but with how much of us the Holy Spirit has. Submit
yourself daily to his leading and draw constantly on his power.

Those who are drunken shall not enter the kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:21
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of which I
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
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Whoever is deceived is not wise.

Proverbs 20:1
Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived
thereby is not wise.
A person who is truly confident of his or her strength does not need to
parade it. A truly brave person does not look for chances to prove it. A
resourceful person can find a way out of a fight and avoid retaliating.
Foolish people find it impossible to avoid strife. Men and women of
character can. What kind of person are you?

The devil is seeking to devour.

1 Peter 5:8
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.
Lions attack sick, young, or straggling animals; they choose victims who
are alone or not alert. Peter warns us to watch out for Satan when we are
suffering or being persecuted. If you are feeling alone, weak, helpless, and
cut off from other believers, or if you are so focused on your troubles that
you forget to watch for danger, those are the times when you are especially
vulnerable to Satan's attacks. During times of suffering, seek other
Christians for support. Keep your eyes on Christ, and resist the devil. Then,
says James, "he will flee from you" (James 4:7).
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The drunkards shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:10
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
In a permissive society it is easy for Christians to overlook or tolerate some
immoral behavior (greed, drunkenness, etc.) while remaining outraged at
others (homosexuality, thievery).
We must not participate in sin or condone it in any way; we cannot be
selective about what we condemn or excuse. Staying away from more
"acceptable" forms of sin is difficult, but it is no harder for us than it was for
the Corinthians. God expects his followers in any age to have high
standards.

The red wine bites like a serpent.

Proverbs 23:29-30
Who hath woe? Who hath sorrow? Who hath contentions? Who hath
babbling? Who hath wounds without cause? Who hath redness of
eyes?
They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not
thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his color in the cup, when
it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an
adder.
Israel was a wine-producing country. In the Old Testament, winepresses
bursting with new wine were considered a sign of blessing (3:10). Wisdom
is even said to have set her table with wine (9:2, 5). But the Old Testament
writers were alert to the dangers of wine.
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It dulls the senses; it limits clear judgment (31:1-9); it lowers the capacity
for control (4:17); it destroys a person's efficiency (21:17). To make wine an
end in itself, a means of self-indulgence, or as an escape from life is to
misuse it and invite the consequences of the drunkard.

Woe to those who continue with strong drink.

Isaiah 5:11
Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, [that] they may
follow strong drink; that continue until night, [till] wine inflame them!
These people spent many hours drinking and partying, but Isaiah predicted
that eventually many would die of hunger and thirst. Ironically, our
pleasures—if they do not have God's blessing—may destroy us. Leaving
God out of our lives allows sin to come in. Pursuing our own pleasure while
ignoring or exploiting the needs of others leaves us empty and under God's
anger. God wants us to enjoy life (1 Timothy 6:17) but to avoid those
activities that could lead us away from him.

Do not continue to sin.
Hebrews 10:26
For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.
When people deliberately reject Christ's offer of salvation, they reject God's
most precious gift. They ignore the leading of the Holy Spirit, the one who
communicates to us God's saving love. This warning was given to Jewish
Christians who were tempted to reject Christ for Judaism, but it applies to
anyone who rejects Christ for another religion or, having understood
Christ's atoning work, deliberately turns away from it (see also Numbers
15:30, 31 and Mark 3:28-30).
5

The point is that there is no other acceptable sacrifice for sin than the death
of Christ on the cross.

It is good to not drink wine.

Romans 14:21
It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.

Sin is not just a private matter. Everything we do affects others, and we
have to think of them constantly. God created us to be interdependent, not
independent. We who are strong in our faith must, without pride or
condescension, treat others with love, patience, and self-restraint.
Life Application Study Bible.

Defile not God’s temple.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17
Know you not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
Paul wanted the Corinthians to understand that they were a unified
assembly ("all of you together are the temple of God" and "the Spirit of God
lives in you"). They were not to see themselves as a collection of
competing interests or independent individuals. Paul was emphasizing the
intent of Jesus' prayer in John 17:21-23 that believers be unified in God.
What actions could you take this week to strengthen your ties to fellow
Christians in the church of Jesus Christ?
6

New wine takes away the heart.

Hosea 4:11
Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart.
The chief Canaanite gods, Baal and Asherah, represented the power of
fertility and sexual reproduction. Not surprisingly, their worship included
rituals with vile sexual practices. Male worshipers had sex with female
temple prostitutes or female priests, and young women wishing to bear
children had sex with male priests. But God said their efforts to increase
fertility would not succeed.

Do not fellowship with a drunkard.

1 Corinthians 5:11
But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that
is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a
railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no not to eat.

Paul makes it clear that we should not disassociate ourselves from
unbelievers—otherwise we could not carry out Christ's command to tell
them about salvation (Matthew 28:18-20). But we are to distance ourselves
from the person who claims to be a Christian, yet indulges in sins explicitly
forbidden in Scripture by rationalizing his or her actions. By rationalizing
sin, a person harms others for whom Christ died and dims the image of
God in himself or herself. A church that includes such a person is hardly fit
to be the light of the world. To do so would distort the picture of Christ it
presents to the world. Church leaders must be ready to correct, in love, for
the sake of spiritual unity.
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Deacons must not be given to strong drink.

1 Timothy 3:8
Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongued, not given
too much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;
Deacon means "one who serves." This position was possibly begun by the
apostles in the Jerusalem church (Acts 6:1-6) to care for the physical needs
of the congregation—at that time, the needs of the Greek-speaking widows.
Deacons were leaders in the church, and their qualifications resemble
those of the elders. In some churches today, the office of deacon has lost
its importance. New Christians are often asked to serve in this position, but
that is not the New Testament pattern. Paul says that potential deacons
should have high qualifications and be very carefully chosen.

Be an example of holiness.

Titus 2:3
The aged women likewise, that [they be] in behaviour as becometh
holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of
good things.
Women who were new Christians were to learn how to have harmony in
the homes by watching older women who had been Christians for some
time. We have the same need today. Young wives and mothers should
learn to live in a Christian manner-loving their husbands and caring for their
children—through observing exemplary women of God. If you are of an age
or in a position where people look up to you, make sure that your example
is motivating younger believers to live in a way that honors God.

8

Prayer of deliverance:

Through heaven’s door, The Blood of Jesus, I repent of the sin of
drunkenness. I denounce and cast out this evil spirit that is influencing my
life and disturbing my peace of mind.
In the authority of the name of Jesus Christ. I command this spirit to leave
and be cast into utter darkness never to return again.
Right now, I receive my deliverance from this spirit and receive
God's peace. I pray in the mighty name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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