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Forward

Christians are not ignorant of Satan's devices. Bible prophecy foretells
of a great future false religious system, inspired by Satan that will
influence billions of people all over the earth.
By staying close to the true God, you can avoid satanic deception. Do
not let yourself be deceived!
In this study, we will understand how easy is it for a man to be deceived
if he listens to the voice of the devil.
Be encouraged to know that others have faced the things you may be
facing now, and have come through
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Chapter 1
The great deceiver was cast out
Revelation 12:9
And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.
The strength of the church is in having the Lord Jesus for the Captain of
their salvation. Pagan idolatry, which was the worship of devils, was
cast out of the empire by the spreading of Christianity.
The salvation and strength of the church, are only to be ascribed to the
King and Head of the church. The conquered enemy hates the presence
of God, yet he is willing to appear there, to accuse the people of God.
Let us take heed that we give him no cause to accuse us; and that,
when we have sinned, we go before the Lord, condemn ourselves, and
commit our cause to Christ as our Advocate.
The servants of God overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb, as the
cause. By the word of their testimony: the powerful preaching of the
gospel is mighty, through God, to pull down strong holds.
By their courage and patience in sufferings: they loved not their lives so
well but they could lay them down in Christ's cause.
These were the warriors and the weapons by which Christianity
overthrew the power of pagan idolatry; and if Christians had continued
to fight with these weapons, and such as these, their victories would
have been more numerous and glorious, and the effects more lasting.
The redeemed overcame by a simple reliance on the blood of Christ, as
the only ground of their hopes. In this we must be like them.
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Satan deceives the whole world!
That means the people of every nation. That means you and me. I have
been deceived. You have been deceived. But, thankfully, God calls us
out of this world's deception, through the true Jesus Christ of the Bible!
The Apostle Paul warns the Corinthians against false ministers: "For
such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into
apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself
into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also
transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will
be according to their works" (2 Corinthians 11:13–15).
Hypocrisy may be looked for, especially when we consider the great
power which Satan, who rules in the hearts of the children of
disobedience, has upon the minds of many. And as there are
temptations to evil conduct, so there is equal danger on the other side.
It serves Satan's purposes as well, to set up good works against the
atonement of Christ, and salvation by faith and grace.
But the end will discover those who are deceitful workers; their work
will end in ruin. Satan will allow his ministers to preach either the law
or the gospel separately; but the law as established by faith in Christ's
righteousness and atonement, and the partaking of his Spirit, is the test
of every false system.
Satan has many strategies, schemes, and devices to deceive us. Some
unknowingly worship him as an "angel of light" while others look to him
through séances, tarot cards, channeling and astrology. Millions of
people dabble in the occult and seek answers from soothsayers and
mystics. These dark practices are deceptive, and most who call
themselves Christians can recognize blatant satanic influence.
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We are aware of the devils schemes.
The Apostle Paul, encouraging forgiveness for a repentant sinner, went
on to say, "Lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not
ignorant of his devices" (2 Corinthians 2:11).
How can you tell the difference between truth and error? The Bible
gives us the answers. Jesus prayed, concerning His disciples, "Sanctify
them by your truth. Your word is truth" (John 17:17).
Yes, the word of God, the Bible, is truth! Yet Satan can even deceive
religious people. He often appears deceptively as an angel of light. He
uses counterfeit ministers who appear genuine, but are actually
fraudulent deceivers.
Christ next prayed for the disciples, that they might not only be kept
from evil, but made good. It is the prayer of Jesus for all that are his
that they may be made holy.
Even disciples must pray for sanctifying grace. The means of giving this
grace is, "through thy truth, thy word is truth." Sanctify them, set them
apart for thyself and thy service. Own them in the office; let thy hand
go with them.
Jesus entirely devoted himself to his undertaking, and all the parts of it,
especially the offering up himself without spot as Christians, we need to
be aware of Satan's schemes, or devices. In this article, we will briefly
discuss seven of his most serious deceptions, which he uses to ruin
people and draw them away from God.
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Chapter 2
The deception of false doctrine
Where do we find godly doctrine or teaching? Jesus said, "And you shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). Truth is
revealed in the Bible, but we must also practice the truth. Jesus said in
the previous verse, "If you abide in my word, you are my disciples
indeed" (v. 31).
Sadly, many will not practice the truth. The Apostle Paul prophesied
that some "religious" people would seek teachers to preach what they
want to hear, rather than the truth of the Bible.
The Apostle Paul exhorted the young evangelist Timothy: "Preach the
word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves
teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables" (2 Timothy 4:2–4)
People will turn away from the truth, they will grow weary of the plain
gospel of Christ, they will be greedy of fables, and take pleasure in
them. People do so when they will not endure that preaching which is
searching, plain, and to the purpose. Those who love souls must be
ever watchful, must venture and bear all the painful effects of their
faithfulness, and take all opportunities of making known the pure
gospel.
Many will reject the commandments of God.
And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God,
that ye may keep your own tradition. (Mark 7:9)
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One great design of Christ's coming was, to set aside the ceremonial
law; and to make way for this, he rejects the ceremonies men added to
the law of God's making.
Those clean hands and that pure heart which Christ bestows on his
disciples, and requires of them, are very different from the outward
and superstitious forms of Pharisees of every age. Jesus reproves them
for rejecting the commandment of God.
If a man conformed to the traditions of the Pharisees, they found a
device to free him from the claim of this duty.

False prophets will claim to be Christ.
Jesus described that the white horse symbolizes false religion—
including those who falsely claim to come in Christ's name: "And Jesus
answered and said to them: 'Take heed that no one deceives you. For
many will come in my name, saying, "I am the Christ," and will deceive
many'" (Matthew 24:4–5).
Yes, Jesus predicted that many would use His name and "deceive
many." In verse 24, Jesus states that "false christs and false prophets
will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect." Will you be deceived?
The Devil, Satan, has deceived the whole world. Those whom he
deceives he holds captive. You can read about that in 2 Timothy 2:26.
We must all be on guard against the devil's deceptions; like the Apostle
Paul, we must not be unaware of his schemes.
Teaching, not persecution, is the Scripture method of dealing with
those in error. The same God who gives the discovery of the truth, by
8

his grace brings us to acknowledge it, otherwise our hearts would
continue to rebel against it.
There is no "peradventure," in respect of God's pardoning those who
do repent; but we cannot tell that he will give repentance to those who
oppose his will. Sinners are taken in a snare, and in the worst snare,
because it is the devil; they are slaves to him.
And if any long for deliverance, let them remember they never can
escape, except by repentance, which is the gift of God; and we must ask
it of him by earnest, persevering prayer.
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Chapter 3
Jealousy, greed and lust.
"Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have his
own wife, and let each woman have her own husband" (1 Corinthians
7:2).
The apostle tells the Corinthians that it was good, in that juncture of
time, for Christians to keep themselves single. Yet he says that
marriage, and the comforts of that state, are settled by Divine wisdom.
Though none may break the law of God, yet that perfect rule leaves
men at liberty to serve him in the way most suited to their powers and
circumstances, of which others often are very unfit judges.
All must determine for themselves, seeking counsel from God how they
ought to act.
Lust, greed and covetousness are sin.
The tenth commandment states: "You shall not covet your neighbor's
house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant,
nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is
your neighbor's" (Exodus 20:17).
Careful observers have noted a peculiar blessing in temporal things on
obedient, and the reverse on.
This commandment requires a spirit of kindness, longsuffering, and
forgiveness. The seventh commandment concerns chastity. We should
be as much afraid of that which defiles the body, as of that which
destroys it. Whatever tends to pollute the imagination, or to raise the
passions, falls under this law, as impure pictures, books, conversation,
or any other like matters
10

Covetousness is a form of idolatry.
Instead of coveting, be thankful for all the blessings God has given you.
After all, God promises to provide all your godly needs. That promise is
in Philippians 4:19.
Through Christ we have grace to do what is good, and through him we
must expect the reward; and as we have all things by him, let us do all
things for him, and to his glory.
Put to death unclean thoughts and ways.
We can desire a person, position or possession so strongly that it
becomes an idol to us. Remember this admonition: "Therefore put to
death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry" (Colossians
3:5).
We need to pray, as Jesus taught us, "And do not lead us into
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen" (Matthew 6:13).
We are taught to hate and dread sin while we hope for mercy, to
distrust ourselves, to rely on the providence and grace of God to keep
us from it. We are to be prepared to resist the tempter, and not to
become tempters of others. Here is a promise, if you forgive, your
heavenly Father will also forgive.
We must forgive, as we hope to be forgiven. Those who desire to find
mercy with God, must show mercy to their brethren. Christ came into
the world as the great Peace-maker, not only to reconcile us to God,
but one to another.
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Chapter 4
Pride, vanity and arrogance
We like to feel important. That desire can lead to deception. The
Apostle Paul instructed Timothy concerning the ordination of a bishop,
or an overseer. He wrote that such a candidate should be "not a novice,
lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as
the devil.
Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are
outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil" (1 Timothy
3:6–7).
To encourage all faithful ministers, we have Christ's gracious word of
promise, Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world, Matt
28:20.
And he will fit his ministers for their work, and carry them through
difficulties with comfort, and reward their faithfulness.
Deacons were at first appointed to distribute the charity of the church,
and to manage its concerns, yet pastors and evangelists were among
them. The deacons had a great trust reposed in them. They must be
grave, serious, prudent men.
It is not fit that public trusts should be lodged in the hands of any, until
they are found fit for the business with which they are to be trusted. All
who are related to ministers, must take great care to walk as becomes the
gospel of Christ.
Do you allow pride and vanity guide your thinking and behavior?
If so, you can be deceived. You can be snared by the devil. How do you
counteract self-centeredness and vanity?
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Humble yourself in the sight of God.
The Apostle James wrote: "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and He will lift you up" (James 4:10).
If we yield to temptations, the devil will continually follow us; but if we
put on the whole armour of God, and stand out against him, he will
leave us.
Let sinners then submit to God, and seek his grace and favour; resisting
the devil. All sin must be wept over; here, in godly sorrow, or,
hereafter, in eternal misery. And the Lord will not refuse to comfort
one who really mourns for sin, or to exalt one who humbles himself
before him.
The word of God grew and multiplied.
King Herod allowed himself to be worshipped as a god! He cultivated
vanity and arrogance. And what happened to him? "So on a set day
Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an oration
to them. And the people kept shouting, 'The voice of a god and not of a
man!'
Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not
give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died. But the word
of God grew and multiplied" (Acts 12:21–24).
God took Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom away from him. And King
Nebuchadnezzar lived like an animal for seven years, until he learned
his lesson. You can read about that in Daniel 4.
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Be on guard against pride
We need to be on guard against pride. When God blesses you,
give Him the glory. As Paul wrote, "He who glories, let him glory in the
Lord" (1 Corinthians 1:31).
The message of Christ, plainly delivered, ever has been a sure
touchstone by which men may learn what road they are travelling.
But the despised doctrine of salvation by faith in a crucified Saviour,
God in human nature, purchasing the church with his own blood, to
save multitudes, even all that believe, from ignorance, delusion, and
vice, has been blessed in every age.
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Chapter 5
Lying to God rather than to man
There is a classic example of lying in the New Testament. Members of
the early Christian Church donated property and funds to help fellow
Christians.
However, one individual named Ananias, committed fraud. He claimed
to have given all of the proceeds to the Church, but held back some of
the funds. He lied to the Apostle Peter.
We read: "But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife,
sold a possession. And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also
being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles'
feet.
But Peter said, 'Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?
While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it
not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your
heart? You have not lied to men but to God.'
Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So
great fear came upon all those who heard these things" (Acts 5:1–5).
Sapphira came to Peter later. She lied, and she experienced the same
judgment as her husband. She died on the spot!
The sin of Ananias and Sapphira was, that they were ambitious of being
thought eminent disciples, when they were not true disciples.
Hypocrites may deny themselves, may forego their worldly advantage
in one instance, with a prospect of finding their account in something
else.
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They were covetous of the wealth of the world, and distrustful of God
and his providence.
They thought they might serve both God and mammon. They thought
to deceive the apostles. The Spirit of God in Peter discerned the
principle of unbelief reigning in the heart of Ananias.
But whatever Satan might suggest, he could not have filled the heart of
Ananias with this wickedness had he not been consenting. The
falsehood was an attempt to deceive the Spirit of truth, who so
manifestly spoke and acted by the apostles.
The crime of Ananias was not his retaining part of the price of the land;
he might have kept it all, had he pleased; but his endeavoring to impose
upon the apostles with an awful lie, from a desire to make a vain show,
joined with covetousness. But if we think to put a cheat upon God, we
shall put a fatal cheat upon our own souls.
Satan is the father of lies
As it states in John 8:44. So, examine yourself. Monitor your
communications. Do you shade the truth? Or, do you simply lie? Do not
let Satan take advantage of you, as he did with Ananias and Sapphira.
Satan prompts men to excesses by which they murder themselves and
others, while what he puts into the mind tends to ruin men's souls. He
is the great promoter of falsehood of every kind. He is a liar, all his
temptations are carried on by his calling evil good, and good evil, and
promising freedom in sin.
He is the author of all lies; whom liars resemble and obey, with whom
all liars shall have their portion for ever.
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The special lusts of the devil are spiritual wickedness, the lusts of the
mind, and corrupt reasonings, pride and envy, wrath and malice,
enmity to good, and enticing others to evil.
By the truth, here understand the revealed will of God as to the
salvation of men by Jesus Christ, the truth Christ was now preaching,
and which the Jews opposed.
"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor"
(Exodus 20:16). And we must also realize that we can live a lie. Too
many professing Christians are doing that!
Bearing false witness against him, or in common conversation
slandering, backbiting, and tale-bearing; making what is done amiss,
worse than it is, and in any way endeavouring to raise our reputation
upon the ruin of our neighbour's.
The Scripture warns us, "He who says, 'I know Him,' and does not keep
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him" (1 John 2:4).
A disobedient life shows there is neither religion nor honesty in the
professor.
The love of God is perfected in him that keeps his commandments.
God's grace in him attains its true mark, and produces its sovereign
effect as far as may be in this world, and this is man's regeneration;
though never absolutely perfect here.
Yet this observing Christ's commands, has holiness and excellency
which, if universal, would make the earth resemble heaven itself. Ask
God to help you speak the truth and live the truth!
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Chapter 6
The deception of false dreams, visions and miracles
Do not be deceived by false dreams, visions, or appealing messages.
The Apostle John wrote: "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have
gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1).
Christians who are well acquainted with the Scriptures, may, in humble
dependence on Divine teaching, discern those who set forth doctrines
according to the apostles, and those who contradict them. The sum of
revealed religion is in the doctrine concerning Christ, his person and
office.
The occult appeals too many people.
Satanic video games are popular. You need to educate your children on
the dangers of the occult, satanic activities and other demonic
influences.
Witchcraft and sorcery are an abomination to the Lord.
God Almighty condemns witchcraft and sorcery. He tells us, "For all
who do these things are an abomination to the Lord" (Deuteronomy
18:12).
All reckoning of lucky or unlucky days, all charms for diseases, all
amulets or spells to prevent evil, fortune-telling, etc. are here
forbidden. These are so wicked as to be a chief cause of the rooting out
of the Canaanites. It is amazing to think that there should be any
pretenders of this kind in such a land, and day of light.
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Thought without the word produces no light.
Be sure that you test all such leaders with the Bible, the word of God.
As Scripture says, "To the law and to the testimony! If they do not
speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them"
(Isaiah 8:20).
We must speak of the things of God in the words which the Holy Ghost
teaches, and be ruled by them. To those that seek to familiar spirits,
and regard not God's law and testimony, there shall be horror and
misery.
Those that go away from God, go out of the way of all good; for
fretfulness is a sin that is its own punishment. They shall despair, and
see no way of relief, when they curse God.
And their fears will represent every thing as frightful. Those that shut
their eyes against the light of God's word, will justly be left to darkness.
We can all look forward to the day when Satan the Devil will be cast
into the bottomless pit for a thousand years. You can read about that in
Revelation 20. In the meantime, we must remain watchful and on
guard.
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Chapter 7
Allow no root of bitterness
If we are not careful to watch our feelings, we can become bitter.
Perhaps someone offends us. Then the hurt feeling turns into a grudge.
Then we start thinking about revenge.
If such feelings are nursed and encouraged, they can turn into hate.
Then, that hate can turn into bitterness.
Christians need to identify and overcome any feelings of hate and
bitterness. Notice this instruction:
"Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will
see the Lord: looking diligently lest anyone fall short of the grace of
God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this
many become defiled" (Hebrews 12:14–15).
Many, who have a part in the promises, do not soon receive the things
promised. Faith can lay hold of blessings at a great distance; can make
them present; can love them and rejoice in them, though strangers; as
saints, whose home is heaven; as pilgrims, travelling toward their
home.
By faith, they overcome the terrors of death, and bid a cheerful
farewell to this world, and to all the comforts and crosses of it. And
those once truly and savingly called out of a sinful state, have no mind
to return into it.
All true believers desire the heavenly inheritance; and the stronger
faith is, the more fervent those desires will be.
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Love your enemies, bless those who curse you.
We can counteract those feelings. Simply by following Jesus Christ's
instructions! He taught us: "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons
of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust" (Matthew 5:44–
45).
The Lord Jesus teaches that we must do all the real kindness we can to
all, especially to their souls. We must pray for them. While many will
render good for good, we must render good for evil; and this will speak
a nobler principle than most men act by.
Never plot revenge.
Even professing Christians sometimes fall into the trap of plotting
revenge for some offense or injustice. God warns us against that
attitude:
"Do not say, 'I will recompense evil'; wait for the Lord, and He will save
you" (Proverbs 20:22).
Wait on the Lord, attend his pleasure, and he will protect thee. A
bargain made by fraud will prove a losing bargain in the end.
Our Lord and Savior set the example, that "when He was reviled, did
not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but
committed Himself to Him who judges righteously" (1 Peter 2:23).
Pray for God's intervention—that He will execute His righteous
judgment. He will execute vengeance, if it is divinely warranted.
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Vengeance belongs to the Lord.
Christians should not take vengeance into their own hands and
succumb to Satan's attitude of hate. Scripture warns us: "For we know
Him who said, 'Vengeance is Mine; I will repay,' says the Lord. And
again, 'The Lord will judge His people.' It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God" (Hebrews 10:30–31).
How dreadful is the case, when not only the justice of God, but his
abused grace and mercy call for vengeance! All this does not in the
least mean that any souls who sorrow for sin will be shut out from
mercy, or that any will be refused the benefit of Christ's sacrifice, who
are willing to accept these blessings. Him that cometh unto Christ, he
will in no wise cast out.
Christians need to pray for their enemies. Bless those who curse you.
That is the Christian way! That is how we can overcome Satan's
infectious attitude of hate and bitterness.
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Chapter 8
Speak no words showing lack of faith.
When Satan attacked the patriarch Job remained faithful to God—and
learned vital spiritual lessons. At one point, Job said: "For the thing I
greatly feared has come upon me, and what I dreaded has happened to
me" (Job 3:25).
The afflicted and tempted Christian knows something of this heaviness;
when he has been looking too much at the things that are seen, some
chastisement of his heavenly Father will give him a taste of this disgust
of life, and a glance at these dark regions of despair.
Nor is there any help until God shall restore to him the joys of his
salvation. Blessed be God, the earth is full of his goodness, though full
of man's wickedness. This life may be made tolerable if we attend to
our duty. We look for eternal mercy, if willing to receive Christ as our
Saviour.
Fears are to be met with faith.
As Christians, we must face our fears with faith, and must pray for
God's protection and intervention. When we study the Bible, and we
believe God's promises, He gives us faith. Scripture reminds us, "So
then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans
10:17).
The gospel is given, not only to be known and believed, but to be
obeyed. It is not a system of notions, but a rule of practice. The
beginning, progress, and strength of faith is by hearing. But it is only
hearing the word, as the word of God that will strengthen faith.
Lack of faith opens us to satanic deceptions.
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Be not hardened through the deceitfulness of sin
The book of Hebrews recounts the faithlessness of those ancient
Israelites who lacked faith and trust in God. We need to learn from
their hardness of heart, and avoid it in our own lives.
"Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief
in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it
is called 'Today,' lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness
of sin" (Hebrews 3:12–13).
Sin appears fair, but is vile; it appears pleasant, but is destructive; it
promises much, but performs nothing. The deceitfulness of sin hardens
the soul; one sin allowed makes way for another; and every act of sin
confirms the habit. Let every one beware of sin.
All unbelieving shall have their part in the lake of fire.
Those who lack faith in Christ, and who persist in trusting Satan, will
ultimately be destroyed. "But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable,
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall
have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is
the second death" (Revelation 21:8).
Those who were so dastardly as not to dare to take up the cross of
Christ, were yet so desperate as to run into abominable wickedness.
The agonies and terrors of the first death will lead to the far greater
terrors and agonies of eternal death.
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Thankfully, there is also good news for those who have faith and avoid
Satan's deceptions. "He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I
will be his God and he shall be my son"
God wants you to be His faithful and trusting son or daughter, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. He will give you His faith, if you turn to Him with
your whole heart.
In the meantime, arm yourself with spiritual knowledge. Avoid selfdeception. Avoid the world's deceptions. And avoid Satan's deceptions.
Christians are not ignorant of Satan's devices. Bible prophecy foretells
of a great future false religious system, inspired by Satan that will
influence billions of people all over the earth. By staying close to the
true God, you can avoid satanic deception. Do not let yourself be
deceived!

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
I ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I
accept you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.

Reference:
Verse concept: Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary
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