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Being a part of the family of God.

John 1:12
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God.
All who welcome Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives are reborn spiritually,
receiving new life from God. Through faith in Christ, this new birth changes
us from the inside out—rearranging our attitudes, desires, and motives.
Being born makes you physically alive and places you in your parents'
family (1:13). Being born of God makes you spiritually alive and puts you in
God's family (1:12). Have you asked Christ to make you a new person?
This fresh start in life is available to all who believe in Christ.
He has given us the love of a father.
1 John 3:1-2
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does
not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him
as he is.
As believers, our self-worth is based on the fact that God loves us and calls
us his children. We are his children now, not just sometime in the distant
future. Knowing that we are his children should encourage us to live as
Jesus did.
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We are saints and members of the household of God.

Ephesians 2:19-22
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are
being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
A church building is sometimes called God's house. In reality, God's
household is not a building but a group of people. He lives in us and shows
himself to a watching world through us. People can see that God is love
and that Christ is Lord as we live in harmony with each other and in
accordance with what God says in his Word. We are citizens of God's
Kingdom and members of his household.
What does it mean to be built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets? It means that the church is not built on modern ideas but rather
on the spiritual heritage given to us by the early apostles and prophets of
the Christian church.

Do good to the household of faith.
Galatians 6:10
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.
It is discouraging to continue to do right and receive no word of thanks or
see no tangible results. But Paul challenged the Galatians, and he
challenges us to keep on doing good and to trust God for the results. In due
time, we will reap a harvest of blessing.
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Though we are many, we are one body.
Romans 12:5
So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.
Paul uses the concept of the human body to teach how Christians should
live and work together. Just as the parts of the body function under the
direction of the brain, so Christians are to work together under the
command and authority of Jesus Christ.
When one member suffers, we all suffer together.
1 Corinthians 12:26
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together.
What is your response when a fellow Christian is honored? How do you
respond when someone is suffering? We are to be happy with those who
are happy, and if they are sad, share their sorrow (Romans 12:15). Too
often, unfortunately, we are jealous of those who rejoice and apathetic
toward those who weep. Believers are in the world together—there is no
such thing as private or individualistic Christianity. We need to get involved
in the lives of others and not just enjoy our own relationship with God.
We are God’s fellow workers.
1 Corinthians 3:9
For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building.
God's work involves many different individuals with a variety of gifts and
abilities. There are no superstars in this task, only team members
performing their own special roles. We can become useful members of
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God's team by setting aside our desires to receive glory for what we do.
Don't seek the praise that comes from people.
One ought to behave in the household of God.
1 Timothy 3:15
If I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of
God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the
truth.
The Bible is the written form of what God expects us to know and do. God
chose Paul to carry out one phase of the plan. Through Paul, the inspired
teaching was written down. As such, it was passed on to Timothy. Then, it
was passed on to others. Later, it was passed on to us. Times have
changed, but the original authority remains. Because the Bible is from God,
it must be studied seriously, understood thoroughly, and applied faithfully.
Paul intended this letter to teach believers how to conduct themselves. We
would do well to read carefully.

Love one another as I have loved you.
John 13:34
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as
I have loved you, you also are to love one another.
John describes these few moments in clear detail. We can see that Jesus
knew exactly what was going to happen. He knew about Judas and about
Peter, but he did not change the situation, nor did he stop loving them. In
the same way, Jesus knows exactly what you will do to hurt him. Yet he still
loves you unconditionally and will forgive you whenever you ask him. Judas
couldn't understand this, and his life ended tragically. Peter understood,
and despite his shortcomings, his life ended triumphantly because he never
let go of his faith in the one who loved him.
To love others was not a new commandment, but to love others as much
as Christ loved others was revolutionary. Now we are to love others based
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on Jesus' sacrificial love for us. Such love will not only bring unbelievers to
Christ; it will also keep believers strong and united in a world hostile to
God. Jesus was a living example of God's love, as we are to be living
examples of Jesus' love.
Jesus says that our Christlike love will show we are his disciples. Do
people see petty bickering, jealousy, and division in your church? Or do
they know you are Jesus' followers by your love for one another?
Love is more than simply warm feelings; it is an attitude that reveals itself in
action. How can we love others as Jesus loves us? By helping when it's not
convenient, by giving when it hurts, by devoting energy to others' welfare
rather than our own, by absorbing hurts from others without complaining or
fighting back. This kind of loving is hard to do. That is why people notice
when you do it and know you are empowered by a supernatural source.

He has given us the right to become the children of God.
John 1:12-13
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
All who welcome Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives are reborn spiritually,
receiving new life from God. Through faith in Christ, this new birth changes
us from the inside out—rearranging our attitudes, desires, and motives.
Being born makes you physically alive and places you in your parents'
family (1:13). Being born of God makes you spiritually alive and puts you in
God's family.
God has ordained the church as his body.
Acts 20:28
Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,
which he obtained with his own blood.
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Single-mindedness is a quality needed by anyone who wishes to do God's
work. Paul was a single-minded person, and the most important goal of his
life was to tell others about Christ (Philippians 3:7-13). It is no wonder that
Paul was the greatest missionary who ever lived.
God is looking for more men and women who will focus on that one great
task God has given them to do.
He who conquers is a pillar in the temple of God.
Revelation 3:12
The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my
God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my
God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which
comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name.
The New Jerusalem is the future dwelling of the people of God (21:2). We
will have a new citizenship in God's future Kingdom. Everything will be
new, pure, and secure.

Always abound in the work of the Lord.
1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your
labor is not in vain.
Paul says that because of the resurrection, nothing we do is useless.
Sometimes we become apathetic about serving the Lord because we don't
see any results. Knowing that Christ has won the ultimate victory should
affect the way we live right now. Don't let discouragement over an apparent
lack of results keep you from doing the work of the Lord enthusiastically as
you have opportunity.
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All the sanctified have one source.

Hebrews 2:11
For him who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers,

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus

Rev. 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart, please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept
you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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