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FORWARD
God created, he made something from nothing. Because we are created beings, we
have no basis for pride. Remember that you exist only because God made you, and
you have special gifts only because God gave them to you. With God you are
something valuable and unique; apart from God you are nothing, and if you try to
live without him, you will be abandoning the purpose for which you were made.
God created the entire universe, and nothing is too difficult for him. God created
you; he is alive today, and his love is bigger than any problem you may face.
The darkness has not understood it” means the darkness of evil never has and
never will overcome or extinguish God’s light. Jesus Christ is the Creator of life,
and his life brings light to mankind. In his light, we see ourselves as we really are
(sinners in need of a Savior). When we follow Jesus, the true Light, we can avoid
walking blindly and falling into sin. He lights the path ahead of us so we can see
how to live. He removes the darkness of sin from our lives. Have you allowed the
light of Christ to shine into your life? Let Christ guide your life, and you’ll never
need to stumble in darkness.
We, like John the Baptist, are not the source of God’s light; we merely reflect that
light. Jesus Christ is the true Light; he helps us see our way to God and shows us
how to walk along that way. But Christ has chosen to reflect his light through his
followers to an unbelieving world, perhaps because unbelievers are not able to bear
the full blazing glory of his light firsthand. The word witness indicates our role as
reflectors of Christ’s light. We are never to present ourselves as the light to others,
but are always to point them to Christ, the Light.
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Chapter 1
Reflecting God’s Light
The Light Source:
John 1:1-9
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. [2] The same was in the beginning with God. [3] All things were made by
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. [4] In him was life;
and the life was the light of men. [5] And the light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness comprehended it not.
[6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. [7] The same came for
a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all men through him might believe. [8]
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. [9] That was the
true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
The darkness of evil never has and never will overcome or extinguish God’s light.
Jesus Christ is the Creator of life, and his life brings light to mankind. In his light,
we see ourselves as we really are (sinners in need of a Savior). When we follow
Jesus, the true Light, we can avoid walking blindly and falling into sin.
Jesus lights the path ahead of us so we can see how to live. He removes the
darkness of sin from our lives. Allow the light of Christ to shine into your life? Let
Christ guide your life, and you’ll never need to stumble in darkness.

John 3:19-21
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And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
[20] For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved. [21] But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that
his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
Some people don’t want their lives exposed to God’s light because they are afraid
of what will be revealed. They don’t want to be changed. Don’t be surprised when
these same people are threatened by your desire to obey God and do what is right,
because they are afraid that the light in you may expose some of the darkness in
their lives. Rather than giving in to discouragement, keep praying that they will
come to see how much better it is to live in light than in darkness.
John 8:12
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
This is referring to the part of the temple where the offerings were put (John 8:20),
where candles burned to symbolize the pillar of fire that led the people of Israel
through the desert (Exodus 13:21-22). In this context, Jesus called himself the light
of the world. The pillar of fire represented God’s presence, protection, and
guidance. Jesus brings God’s presence, protection, and guidance.
What does it mean to follow Christ?
As a soldier follows his captain, so we should follow Christ, our commander. As a
slave follows his master, so we should follow Christ, our Lord. As we follow the
advice of a trusted counselor, so we should follow Jesus’ commands to us in
Scripture. As we follow the laws of our nation, so we should follow the laws of the
kingdom of heaven.

John 12:46
I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not
abide in darkness.
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When Jesus comes again, one of his main purposes will be to judge people for how
they lived on earth. Christ’s words that we would not accept and obey will
condemn us.
On the Day of Judgment, those who accepted Jesus and lived his way will be
raised to eternal life (1 Cor. 15:51-57; 1 Thes. 4:15-18; Rev. 21:1-8), and those
who rejected Jesus and lived any way they pleased will face eternal punishment
(Rev. 20:11-15).

Love as Children of Light.
Ephes. 5:8
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as
children of light:
As children of light, your actions should reflect your faith. You should live above
reproach morally so that you will reflect God’s goodness to others. Jesus stressed
this truth in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:15-16).
The Light Effect
Matthew 5:16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.
You cannot hide a city that is sitting on top of a hill? Its light at night can be seen
for miles. If we live for Christ, we will glow like lights, showing others what
Christ is like. We hide our light by
(1) being quiet when we should speak,
(2) going along with the crowd,
(3) denying the light,
(4) letting sin dim our light,
(5) not explaining our light to others, or
(6) ignoring the needs of others.
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Our Actions
Be a beacon of truth—don’t shut your light off from the rest of the world.
Eph. 5:9
As children of light, your actions should reflect your faith. You should live above
reproach morally so that you will reflect God’s goodness to others. Jesus stressed
this truth in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:15-16).
It is important to avoid the “fruitless deeds of darkness” (any pleasure or activity
that results in sin), but we must go even further. Paul instructs us to expose these
deeds, because our silence may be interpreted as approval. God needs people who
will take a stand for what is right. Christians must lovingly speak out for what is
true and right.
This is not a direct quote from Scripture but was probably taken from a hymn well
known to the Ephesians. The hymn seems to have been based on Isaiah 26:19;
Isaiah 51:17; Isaiah 52:1; Isaiah 60:1; and Malachi 4:2. Paul was appealing to the
Ephesians to wake up and realize the dangerous condition into which some of them
had been slipping.

Reflecting God’s Light:
Matthew 5:14-16
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. [15]
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and
it giveth light unto all that are in the house. [16] Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

2 Cor. 3:17-18
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
[18] But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
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When Moses came down Mount Sinai with the Ten Commandments, his face
glowed from being in God’s presence (Exodus 34:29-35). Moses had to put on a
veil to keep the people from being terrified by the brightness of his face. Paul adds
that this veil kept them from seeing the radiance fade away. Moses and his veil
illustrate the fading of the old system and the veiling of the people’s minds and
understanding by their pride, hardness of heart, and refusal to repent. The veil kept
them from understanding the references to Christ in the Scriptures. When anyone
becomes a Christian, Christ removes the veil (2 Cor. 3:16), giving eternal life and
freedom from trying to be saved by keeping laws. And without the veil, we can be
like mirrors reflecting God’s glory.
Those who were trying to be saved by keeping the Old Testament law were soon
tied up in rules and ceremonies. But now, through the Holy Spirit, God provides
freedom from sin and condemnation (Romans 8:1). When we trust Christ to save
us, he removes our heavy burden of trying to please him and our guilt for failing to
do so. By trusting Christ we are loved, accepted, forgiven, and freed to live for him.
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”
The glory that the Spirit imparts to the believer is more excellent and lasts longer
than the glory that Moses experienced. By gazing at the nature of God with
unveiled minds, we can be more like him. In the gospel, we see the truth about
Christ, and it transforms us morally as we understand and apply it. Through
learning about Christ’s life, we can understand how wonderful God is and what he
is really like. As our knowledge deepens, the Holy Spirit helps us to change.
Becoming Christlike is a progressive experience (see Romans 8:29; Galatians 4:19;
Phil. 3:21; 1 John 3:2). The more closely we follow Christ, the more we will be
like him.

There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle, or the mirror that reflects it.
. Edith Wharton.
Daniel 12:3
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.
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Many people try to be stars in the world of entertainment, only to find their
stardom temporary. God tells us how we can be eternal “stars”—by being wise and
leading many to God’s righteousness. If we share our Lord with others, we can be
true stars—radiantly beautiful in God’s sight!

Chapter 2
The Results of Walking in Darkness

2 John 1:5-7
And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto
thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. [6] And
9

this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That,
as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. [7] For many deceivers
are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.
This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
Love for one’s neighbor is an old command, first appearing in the third book of
Moses (Leviticus 19:18). We can show love in many ways: by avoiding prejudice
and discrimination, by accepting people, by listening, helping, giving, serving, and
refusing to judge. Knowing God’s command is not enough. We must put it into
practice, walking “in obedience to his commands.” (See also Matthew 22:37-39
and 1 John 2:7-8.)
In John’s day, many false teachers taught that spirit was good and matter was evil;
therefore, they reasoned that Jesus could not have been both God and man. In
strong terms, John warns against this kind of teaching. There are still many false
teachers who promote an understanding of Jesus that is not Biblical. These teachers
are dangerous because they distort the truth and undermine the foundations of
Christian faith. They may use the right words but change the meanings. The way
your teachers live shows a lot about what they believe about Christ.

John 11:10
But if a man walks in the night, he stumbles, because there is no light in him.
Day pictures the knowledge of God’s will and night the absence of this knowledge.
When we move ahead in darkness, we will be likely to stumble.
Acts 26:18
To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
Jesus not only brought light into the world. He is the light of the world.
When sins are forgiven, light dominates those who receive.
Luke 1:79
To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide
our feet into the way of peace.
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Zechariah praised God with his first words after months of silence. In a song that is
often called the Benedictus after the first words in the Latin translation of this
passage, Zechariah prophesied the coming of a Savior who would redeem his
people, and he predicted that his son John would prepare the Messiah’s way. All
the Old Testament prophecies were coming true—no wonder Zechariah praised
God! The Messiah would come in Zechariah’s lifetime, and his son had been
chosen to pave the way.
John 3:19-21
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. [20] For every one that
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be
reproved. [21] But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
Don’t be surprised when these same people are threatened by your desire to obey
God and do what is right, because they are afraid that the light in you may expose
some of the darkness in their lives. Rather than giving in to discouragement, keep
praying that they will come to see how much better it is to live in light than in
darkness.

Psalm 139:12
Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the
darkness and the light are both alike to thee.
God’s character goes into the creation of every person. When you feel worthless or
even begin to hate yourself, remember that God’s Spirit is ready and willing to
work within you. We should have as much respect for ourselves as our Maker has
for us.
Col. 1:13
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into
the kingdom of his dear Son:
Knowledge in itself is empty. To be worth anything, it must lead to a changed life
and right living. His prayer for the Colossians has two dimensions: (1) that they
might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will through all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, and (2) that they would bear fruit in every good work, growing in
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the knowledge of God. Knowledge is not merely to be accumulated; it should give
us direction for living. Paul wanted the Colossians to be wise, but he also wanted
them to use their knowledge. Knowledge of God is not a secret that only a few can
discover; it is open to everyone. God wants us to learn more about him, and also to
put belief into practice by helping others.
John 8:12
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
Jesus was speaking in the part of the temple where the offerings were put (John
8:20), where candles burned to symbolize the pillar of fire that led the people of
Israel through the desert (Exodus 13:21-22). In this context, Jesus called himself
the light of the world. The pillar of fire represented God’s presence, protection, and
guidance. Jesus brings God’s presence, protection, and guidance. Allow him to be
the light of your world?
What does it mean to follow Christ? As a soldier follows his captain, so we should
follow Christ, our commander. As a slave follows his master, so we should follow
Christ, our Lord. As we follow the advice of a trusted counselor, so we should
follow Jesus’ commands to us in Scripture. As we follow the laws of our nation, so
we should follow the laws of the kingdom of heaven.

2 Cor. 6:14
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
Paul urges believers not to form binding relationships with nonbelievers, because
this might weaken their Christian commitment, integrity, or standards. It would be
a mismatch. Earlier, Paul had explained that this did not mean isolating oneself
from nonbelievers (see 1 Cor. 5:9-10). Paul even tells Christians to stay with their
nonbelieving spouses (1 Cor. 7:12-13). Paul wants believers to be active in their
witness for Christ to nonbelievers, but they should not lock themselves into
personal or business relationships that could cause them to compromise the faith.
Believers should do everything in their power to avoid situations that could force
them to divide their loyalties.
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Ephes. 5:8
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as
children of light:
As children of light, your actions should reflect your faith. You should live above
reproach morally so that you will reflect God’s goodness to others. Jesus stressed
this truth in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:15-16).

Chapter 3
When Darkness passes, the light shines
1 John 2:8-11
Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in
you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. [9] He that saith
he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. [10] He that
loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in
him. [11] But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and
knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.
The commandment to love others is both old and new. It is old because it comes
from the Old Testament (Leviticus 19:18). It is new because Jesus interpreted it in
a radically new way (John 13:34-35). In the Christian church, love is not only
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expressed by showing respect; it is also expressed through self-sacrifice and
servanthood (John 15:13). In fact, it can be defined as “selfless giving,” reaching
beyond friends to enemies and persecutors (Matthew 5:43-48). Love should be the
unifying force and the identifying mark of the Christian community. Love is the
key to walking in the light, because we cannot grow spiritually while we hate
others. Our growing relationship with God will result in growing relationships with
others.
Ephes. 6:12
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.
We face a powerful army whose goal is to defeat Christ’s church. When we believe
in Christ, these beings become our enemies, and they try every device to turn us
away from him and back to sin. Although we are assured of victory, we must
engage in the struggle until Christ returns, because Satan is constantly battling
against all who are on the Lord’s side. We need supernatural power to defeat Satan,
and God has provided this by giving us his Holy Spirit within us and his armor
surrounding us. If you feel discouraged, remember Jesus’ words to Peter: “On this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it”
(Matthew 16:18).
Ephes. 5:11
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them.
t is important to avoid the “fruitless deeds of darkness” (any pleasure or activity
that results in sin), but we must go even further. Paul instructs us to expose these
deeds, because our silence may be interpreted as approval. God needs people who
will take a stand for what is right. Christians must lovingly speak out for what is
true and right.
Hebrews 12:18
For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with
fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,
What a contrast between the people’s terrified approach to God at Mount Sinai and
their joyful approach at Mount Zion! What a difference Jesus has made! Before
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Jesus came, God seemed distant and threatening. After Jesus came, God welcomes
us through Christ into his presence. Accept God’s invitation!
Matthew 8:12
But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
A centurion was a career military officer in the Roman army with control over 100
soldiers. Roman soldiers, of all people, were hated by the Jews for their oppression,
control, and ridicule. Yet this man’s genuine faith amazed Jesus! This hated
Gentile’s faith put to shame the stagnant piety of many of the Jewish religious
leaders.
Jesus told the crowd that many religious Jews who should be in the kingdom
would be excluded because of their lack of faith. Entrenched in their religious
traditions, they could not accept Christ and his new message. We must be careful
not to become so set in our religious habits that we expect God to work only in
specified ways. Don’t limit God by your mind-set and lack of faith.
Matthew emphasizes this universal theme—Jesus’ message is for everyone. The
Old Testament prophets knew this (see Isaiah 56:3, 6-8; Isaiah 66:12, 19; Malachi
1:11), but many New Testament Jewish leaders chose to ignore it. Each individual
has to choose to accept or reject the gospel, and no one can become part of God’s
kingdom on the basis of heritage or connections. Having a Christian family is a
wonderful blessing, but it won’t guarantee you eternal life. You must believe in and
follow Christ.
Isaiah 50:10
Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant,
that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God.
If we walk by our own light and reject God’s, we become self-sufficient, and the
result of self-sufficiency is torment. When we place confidence in our own
intelligence, appearance, or accomplishments instead of in God, we risk torment
later when these strengths fade.
Romans 1:21
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Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.
Idolatry begins when people reject what they know about God. Instead of looking
to him as the Creator and sustainer of life, they see themselves as the center of the
universe. They soon invent “gods” that are convenient projections of their own
selfish plans and decrees. These gods may be wooden figures, but they may also be
goals or things we pursue such as money, power, or comfort. They may even be
misrepresentations of God himself—making God in our image, instead of the
reverse. The common denominator is this—idolaters worship the things God made
rather than God himself.
Isaiah 9:2
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the
land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

This child who would become their deliverer is the Messiah, Jesus. Matthew
quotes these verses in describing Christ’s ministry (Matthew 4:15-16). The
territories of Zebulun and Naphtali represent the northern kingdom as a whole.
These were also the territories where Jesus grew up and often ministered; this is
why they would see “a great light.”
2 Peter 2:4
For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
If God did not spare angels, or people who lived before the flood, or the citizens of
Sodom and Gomorrah, he would not spare these false teachers. Some people would
have us believe that God will save all people because he is so loving. But it is
foolish to think that he will cancel the last judgment. These three examples should
warn us clearly that God judges sin and that unrepentant sinners cannot escape.
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Chapter 4
Proclaim the Excellencies of God’s Light

2 Peter 2:9
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve
the unjust unto the Day of Judgment to be punished:
Just as God rescued Lot from Sodom, so he is able to rescue us from the
temptations and trials we face in a wicked world. Lot was not sinless, but he put
his trust in God and was spared when Sodom was destroyed. For more information
on Lot, see his Profile. God also will judge those who cause the temptations and
trials, so we need never worry about justice being done.
Luke 12:3
Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and
that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the
housetops.
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It is not possible to hide our deeds from God. Even those things done in secrete,
will be proclaimed to the housetop.
Isaiah 42:16
And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths
that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked
things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.
Sometimes called the Servant Song, these verses are about the Servant-Messiah,
not the servant Cyrus (described in Isaiah 41). Israel and the Messiah are both
often called servant. Israel, as God’s servant, was to help bring the world to a
knowledge of God. The Messiah, Jesus, would fulfill this task and show God
himself to the world.
Part of Christ’s mission on earth was to demonstrate God’s righteousness and to be
a light for the Gentiles (to all nations). Through Christ, all people have the
opportunity to share in his mission. God calls us to be servants of his Son,
demonstrating God’s righteousness and bringing his light. What a rare privilege it
is to help the Messiah fulfill his mission! But we must seek his righteousness
(Matthew 6:33) before we demonstrate it to others, and let his light shine in us
before we can be lights ourselves (Matthew 5:16; 2 Cor. 4:6).
2 John 1:5-6
And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto
thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. [6] And
this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That,
as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.
We can show love in many ways: by avoiding prejudice and discrimination, by
accepting people, by listening, helping, giving, serving, and refusing to judge.
Knowing God’s command is not enough. We must put it into practice, walking “in
obedience to his commands.” (See also Matthew 22:37-39 and 1 John 2:7-8.)
Matthew 25:30
And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
This parable describes the consequences of two attitudes to Christ’s return. The
person who diligently prepares for it by investing his or her time and talent to serve
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God will be rewarded. The person who has no heart for the work of the kingdom
will be punished. God rewards faithfulness. Those who bear no fruit for God’s
kingdom cannot expect to be treated the same as those who are faithful.

Isaiah 8:22
And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of
anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness.

After rejecting God’s plan for them, the people of Judah would blame God for their
trials. People continually blame God for their self-induced problems. How do you
respond to the unpleasant results of your own choices? Where do you fix the blame?
Instead of blaming God, look for ways to grow through your failures.
Joel 2:2
A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as
the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not
been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many
generations.
Joel was still describing the devastating effects of the locust plague (see Joel 2:25).
The alarm showed that the crisis was at hand. However, Joel implied that the locust
plague would be only the forerunner of an even greater crisis if the people didn’t
turn from their sins.
Mark 15:33
And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until
the ninth hour.
When James and John had asked Jesus for the places of honor next to him in his
kingdom, Jesus had told them that they didn’t know what they were asking (Mark
10:35-39). Here, as Jesus was preparing to inaugurate his kingdom through his
death, the places on his right and on his left were taken by dying men—criminals.
As Jesus explained to his two power-hungry disciples, a person who wants to be
close to Jesus must be prepared to suffer and die as he himself was doing. The way
to the kingdom is the way of the cross. If we want the glory of the kingdom, we
must be willing to be united with the crucified Christ.
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Chapter 5
When Spiritually Healthy, You are full of Light.

Matthew 6:22
The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body
shall be full of light.
Spiritual vision is our capacity to see clearly what God wants us to do and to see
the world from his point of view. But this spiritual insight can be easily clouded.
Self-serving desires, interests, and goals block that vision. Serving God is the best
way to restore it. A “good” eye is one that is fixed on God.
Exodus 10:22
And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick
darkness in all the land of Egypt three days:
As each gloomy plague descended upon the land, the Egyptian people realized
how powerless their own gods were to stop it. Hapi, the god of the Nile River,
could not prevent the waters from turning to blood (Exodus 7:20). Hathor, the
crafty cow-goddess, was helpless as Egyptian livestock died in droves (Exodus
9:6). Amon-Re, the sun-god and chief of the Egyptian gods, could not stop an eerie
darkness from covering the land for three full days (Exodus 10:21-22). The
Egyptian gods were (1) nonpersonal, centering around images like the sun or the
river; (2) numerous; (3) nonexclusive. By contrast, the God of the Hebrews was (1)
a living personal Being, (2) the only true God, and (3) the only God who should be
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worshiped. God was proving to both the Hebrews and the Egyptians that he alone
is the living and all-powerful God.
Rev. 16:10
And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his
kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain.

We know that the people realize that these judgments come from God because
they curse him for sending them. But they still refuse to recognize God’s authority
and repent of their sins. Christians should not be surprised at the hostility and
hardness of heart of unbelievers. Even when the power of God is fully and
completely revealed, many will still refuse to repent. If you find yourself ignoring
God more and more, turn back to him now before your heart becomes too hard to
repent (see the note on +Rev. 9:20-21 for more on hard hearts).
2 Cor. 4:6
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.
How easy it is for us to become attached to a spiritual leader. When someone has
helped us, it’s natural to feel loyalty. But Paul warns against having such pride in
our favorite leaders that we cause divisions in the church. Any true spiritual leader
is a representative of Christ and has nothing to offer that God hasn’t given him or
her. Don’t let your loyalty cause strife, slander, or broken relationships. Make sure
that your deepest loyalties are to Christ and not to his human agents. Those who
spend more time debating church leadership than declaring Christ’s message don’t
have Christ as their top priority.
The Corinthians had split into various cliques, each following its favorite preacher
(Paul, Apollos, Peter, etc.). Each clique really believed it was the only one to have
the whole truth, and thus felt spiritually proud. But Paul told the groups not to
boast about being tied to a particular preacher because each preacher was simply a
humble servant who had suffered for the same message of salvation in Jesus Christ.
No preacher of God has more status than another.
Lament. 3:2
He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into light.
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This horrible scene could have been avoided. Jeremiah had warned the people for
years that this day of destruction would come, and it broke his heart to see it
fulfilled. We are always shocked when we hear of tragedy striking the innocent.
But often innocent bystanders are victims of judgment on a nation. Sin has a way
of causing great sorrow and devastation to many.
In Jeremiah’s darkest moment, his hope was strengthened with this assurance:
God had been faithful and would continue to be faithful. Jeremiah saw both God’s
judgment and God’s steadfast love. In the time of judgment, Jeremiah could still
cling to God’s love just as in times of prosperity he had warned of God’s judgment.
In the original Hebrew, the first four chapters in Lamentations are acrostic poems.
Each verse in each chapter begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
Lament. 3 has 66 verses rather than 22 because it is a triple acrostic: the first three
verses begin with the equivalent of A, the next three with B, and so on (see the NIV
text note). This was a typical form of Hebrew poetry. Other examples of acrostics
are Psalm 37; Psalm 119; and Psalm 145, and Proverbs 31:10-31.
Isaiah 13:10
For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light:
the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light
to shine.
In the time of judgment, there will be signs in the heavens.
Proverbs 20:20
Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure
darkness.
No one is without sin. As soon as we confess our sin and repent, sinful thoughts
and actions begin to creep back into our lives. We all need ongoing cleansing,
moment by moment. Thank God he provides forgiveness by his mercy when we
ask for it. Make confession and repentance a regular part of your talks with God.
Rely on him moment by moment for the cleansing you need
Psalm 18:28
For thou will light my candle: the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.
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Some people think that belief in God is a crutch for weak people who cannot make
it on their own. God is indeed a shield to protect us when we are too weak to face
certain trials by ourselves, but he does not want us to remain weak.
He strengthens, protects, and guides us in order to send us back into an evil world
to fight for him. And then he continues to work with us because the strongest
person on earth is infinitely weaker than God and needs his help. David was not a
coward; he was a mighty warrior who, even with all his armies and weapons, knew
that only God could ultimately protect and save him.
Romans 13:12
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.
The night refers to the present evil time. The day refers to the time of Christ’s
return. Some people are surprised that Paul lists dissension and jealousy with the
gross and obvious sins of orgies, drunkenness, and sexual immorality. Like Jesus
in his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Paul considers attitudes as important
as actions. Just as hatred leads to murder, so jealousy leads to strife and lust to
adultery. When Christ returns, he wants to find his people clean on the inside as
well as on the outside.
How do we clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ? First we identify with
Christ by being baptized (Galatians 3:27). This shows our solidarity with other
Christians and with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Second, we
exemplify the qualities Jesus showed while he was here on earth (love, humility,
truth, service). In a sense, we role-play what Jesus would do in our situation (see
Ephes. 4:24-32; Col. 3:10-17). We also must not give our desires any opportunity
to lead us into sin. Avoid those situations that open the door to gratifying sinful
desires.
Amos 8:9
And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the
sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day:
The people had no appetite for God’s word when prophets like Amos brought it.
Because of their apathy, God said he would take away even the opportunity to hear
his word. We have God’s Word, the Bible. But many still look everywhere for
answers to life’s problems except in Scripture. You can help them by directing
them to the Bible, showing them the parts that speak to their special needs and
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questions. God’s Word is available to us. Let us help people know it before a time
comes when they cannot find it.

Chapter 6
In the Beginning, Darkness was over the Face of the Deep
Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. [2] And the earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God moved upon the face of the waters.
[3] And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. [4] And God saw the
light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. [5] And God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day.
The Bible does not say how long these time periods were. The real question,
however, is not how long God took, but how he did it. God created the earth in an
orderly fashion (he did not make plants before light), and he created men and
women as unique beings capable of communication with him. No other part of
creation can claim that remarkable privilege. It is not important how long it took
God to create the world, whether a few days or a few billion years, but that he
created it just the way he wanted it.

Isaiah 45:7
I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do
all these things.
God is ruler over light and darkness, over prosperity and disaster. Our lives are
sprinkled with both types of experiences, and both are needed for us to grow
spiritually. When good times come, thank God and use your prosperity for him.
When bad times come, don’t resent them, but ask what you can learn from this
refining experience to make you a better servant of God.
Exodus 20:22
And the Lord said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the children of Israel,
Ye have seen that I have talked with you from heaven.
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Throughout the Bible we find this phrase, “Do not be afraid.” God wasn’t trying to
scare the people. He was showing his mighty power so the Israelites would know
he was the true God and would therefore obey him. If they would do this, he would
make his power available to them. God wants us to follow him out of love rather
than fear. To overcome fear, we must think more about his love. 1 John 4:18 says,
“Perfect love drives out fear.”
1 Cor. 4:5
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of
the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.
God knows a person’s heart, and he is the only one with the right to judge. Paul’s
warning to the Corinthians should also warn us. We are to confront those who are
sinning (see 1 Cor. 5:12-13), but we must not judge who is a better servant for
Christ. When you judge someone, you invariably consider yourself better—and
that is arrogant.
Jeremiah 11:16
The Lord called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the
noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are
broken.
God knows a person’s heart, and he is the only one with the right to judge. Paul’s
warning to the Corinthians should also warn us. We are to confront those who are
sinning (see 1 Cor. 5:12-13), but we must not judge who is a better servant for
Christ. When you judge someone, you invariably consider yourself better—and
that is arrogant.
Eccles. 9:10
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.
Ecclesiastes explains what usually happens in our sinful and imperfect world. We
must keep our perspective. Don’t let the inequities of life keep you from earnest,
dedicated work. We serve God, not people.
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Chapter 7
With Light, There is Knowledge of Christ Return

1 Thes. 5:4
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
Efforts to determine the date of Christ’s return are foolish. Don’t be misled by
anyone who claims to know. We are told here that no one knows and that even
believers will be surprised. The Lord will return suddenly and unexpectedly, warns
Paul, so be ready! Because no one knows when Jesus will come back to earth, we
should be ready at all times. Suppose he were to return today
Luke 23:45
And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.
This significant event symbolized Christ’s work on the cross. The temple had three
parts: the courts for all the people; the Holy Place, where only priests could enter;
and the Most Holy Place, where the high priest alone could enter once a year to
atone for the sins of the people. It was in the Most Holy Place that the ark of the
covenant, and God’s presence with it, rested. The curtain that was torn was the one
that closed off the Most Holy Place from view. At Christ’s death, the barrier
between God and man was split in two. Now all people can approach God directly
through Christ (Hebrews 9:1-14; Hebrews 10:19-22).
Mark 13:24
But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light,
The fig tree showed promise of fruit, but it produced none. Jesus was showing his
anger at religious life without substance. If you claim to have faith without putting
it to work in your life, you are like the barren fig tree. Genuine faith has great
potential; ask God to help you bear fruit for his kingdom.

Matthew 4:16
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The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the
region and shadow of death light is sprung up.
By quoting from the book of Isaiah, Matthew continues to tie Jesus’ ministry to the
Old Testament. This was helpful for his Jewish readers, who were familiar with
these Scriptures. In addition, it shows the unity of God’s purposes as he works with
his people throughout all ages.
Micah 7:8
Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in
darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.
Micah showed great faith in God both personally (Micah 7:7) and on Israel’s
behalf (Micah 7:8-10) as he proclaimed that (1) he would wait upon God, because
God hears and saves when help is needed, (2) God would bring his people through
when times were tough, (3) Israel must be patient in punishment because God
would bring them out of the darkness, and (4) their enemies would be punished.
We too can have a relationship with God that can allow us to have confidence like
Micah’s. It doesn’t take unusual talent; it simply takes faith in God and a
willingness to act on that faith.
Joel 2:20
But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into a
land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder part
toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up,
because he hath done great things.
Joel foresaw the invasion from the north by the armies of Assyria and Babylon,
typified by the locusts.
Jeremiah 4:23
I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and
they had no light.
Judah was skilled in doing evil and did not know how to do good. Right living is
more than simply avoiding sin. It requires decision and discipline.
We must develop skills in right living because our behavior attracts attention to our
God. We should pursue excellence in Christian living with as much effort as we
pursue excellence at work.
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Isaiah 60:1-2
Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.
[2] For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people:
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.
As we read these promises, we long for their fulfillment. But we must patiently
wait for God’s timing. He is in control of history, and he weaves together all our
lives into his plan.
Proverbs 4:19
The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble.

Even friends can make you fall. It is difficult for people to accept the fact that
friends and aquaintances might be luring them to do wrong. Young people want to
be accepted, so they would never want to confront or criticize a friend for wrong
plans or actions. Many other people can’t even see how their friends’ actions could
lead to trouble. While we should be accepting of others, we need a healthy
skepticism about human behavior. When you feel yourself being heavily
influenced, proceed with caution. Don’t let your friends cause you to fall into sin..

Chapter 8
Walk With the Light of Life
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John 8:12
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
Jesus was speaking in the part of the temple where the offerings were put (John
8:20), where candles burned to symbolize the pillar of fire that led the people of
Israel through the desert (Exodus 13:21-22). In this context, Jesus called himself
the light of the world. The pillar of fire represented God’s presence, protection, and
guidance. Jesus brings God’s presence, protection, and guidance. Is he the light of
your world?
What does it mean to follow Christ? As a soldier follows his captain, so we should
follow Christ, our commander. As a slave follows his master, so we should follow
Christ, our Lord. As we follow the advice of a trusted counselor, so we should
follow Jesus’ commands to us in Scripture. As we follow the laws of our nation, so
we should follow the laws of the kingdom of heaven.
1 John 1:7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
. As we follow the laws of our nation, so we should follow the laws of the kingdom
of heaven.
1 Peter 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light:
Christians sometimes speak of “the priesthood of all believers.” In Old Testament
times, people did not approach God directly.
A priest acted as intermediary between God and sinful human beings. With
Christ’s victory on the cross, that pattern changed.
Now we can come directly into God’s presence without fear (Hebrews 4:16), and
we are given the responsibility of bringing others to him also (2 Cor. 5:18-21).
When we are united with Christ as members of his body, we join in his priestly
work of reconciling God and man.
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People often base their self-concept on their accomplishments. But our relationship
with Christ is far more important than our jobs, successes, wealth, or knowledge.
We have been chosen by God as his very own, and we have been called to
represent him to others. Remember that your value comes from being one of God’s
children, not from what you can achieve. You have worth because of what God
does, not because of what you do.
Psalm 119:105
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
To walk safely in the woods at night we need a light so we don’t trip over tree
roots or fall into holes. In this life, we walk through a dark forest of evil. But the
Bible can be our light to show us the way ahead so we won’t stumble as we walk.
It reveals the entangling roots of false values and philosophies. Study the Bible so
you will be able to see your way clear enough to stay on the right path.
Ephes. 5:14
Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and
Christ shall give thee light.
It is important to avoid the “fruitless deeds of darkness” (any pleasure or activity
that results in sin), but we must go even further. Paul instructs us to expose these
deeds, because our silence may be interpreted as approval. God needs people who
will take a stand for what is right. Christians must lovingly speak out for what is
true and right.

John 12:35
Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye
have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness
knoweth not whither he goeth.
Jesus said he would be with them in person for only a short time, and they should
take advantage of his presence while they had it. Like a light shining in a dark
place, he would point out the way they should walk. If they walked in his light,
they would become “sons of light,” revealing the truth and pointing people to God.
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As Christians, we are to be Christ’s light bearers, letting his light shine through us.
How brightly is your light shining? Can others see Christ in your actions?
James 1:17
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with who is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
The Bible often compares goodness with light and evil with darkness. For other
passages where God is pictured as light, see Psalm 27:1, Isaiah 60:19-22, John 1:114.

Chapter 9
Let Others See Your Light

Rev. 21:23
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the
glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
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The temple, the center of God’s presence among his people, was the primary place
of worship. No temple is needed in the new city, however, because God’s presence
will be everywhere. He will be worshiped throughout the city, and nothing will
hinder us from being with him.
Matthew 5:16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.
If we live for Christ, we will glow like lights, showing others what Christ is like.
We hide our light by (1) being quiet when we should speak, (2) going along with
the crowd, (3) denying the light, (4) letting sin dim our light, (5) not explaining our
light to others, or (6) ignoring the needs of others. Be a beacon of truth—don’t shut
your light off from the rest of the world.
Psalm 27:1
A Psalm of David.
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Fear is a dark shadow that envelops us and ultimately imprisons us within
ourselves. Each of us has been a prisoner of fear at one time or another—fear of
rejection, misunderstanding, uncertainty, sickness, or even death. But we can
conquer fear by using the bright liberating light of the Lord who brings salvation.
If we want to dispel the darkness of fear, let us remember with the psalmist that
“the LORD is my light and my salvation.”

2 Peter 1:19
We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts:
Christ is the “morning star,” and when he returns, he will shine in his full glory.
Until that day we have Scripture as a light and the Holy Spirit to illuminate
Scripture for us and guide us as we seek the truth. For more on Christ as the
morning star, see Luke 1:78; Ephes. 5:14; Rev. 2:28; Rev. 22:16.
John 9:5
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As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.
Innocent people sometimes suffer. If God took suffering away whenever we asked,
we would follow him for comfort and convenience, not out of love and devotion.
Regardless of the reasons for our suffering, Jesus has the power to help us deal
with it. When you suffer from a disease, tragedy, or disability, try not to ask, “Why
did this happen to me?” or “What did I do wrong?” Instead, ask God to give you
strength for the trial and a clearer perspective on what is happening.
Matthew 4:16
The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the
region and shadow of death light is sprung up.
By quoting from the book of Isaiah, Matthew continues to tie Jesus’ ministry to the
Old Testament. This was helpful for his Jewish readers, who were familiar with
these Scriptures. In addition, it shows the unity of God’s purposes as he works with
his people throughout all ages.
Isaiah 58:8
Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring
forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord
shall be thy reward.
We cannot be saved by deeds of service without faith in Christ, but our faith lacks
sincerity if it doesn’t reach out to others.

Fasting can be beneficial spiritually and physically, but at its best fasting helps
only the person doing it. God says he wants our service to go beyond our own
personal growth to acts of kindness, charity, justice, and generosity. True fasting is
more than what we don’t eat; it is pleasing God by applying his Word to our
society.
John 12:36
While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light.
These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.
Jesus said he would be with them in person for only a short time, and they should
take advantage of his presence while they had it. Like a light shining in a dark
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place, he would point out the way they should walk. If they walked in his light,
they would become “sons of light,” revealing the truth and pointing people to God.
As Christians, we are to be Christ’s light bearers, letting his light shine through us.
How brightly is your light shining? Can others see Christ in your actions?
1 Cor. 4:6
And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to
Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that
which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another.
The Corinthians had split into various cliques, each following its favorite preacher
(Paul, Apollos, Peter, etc.). Each clique really believed it was the only one to have
the whole truth, and thus felt spiritually proud. But Paul told the groups not to
boast about being tied to a particular preacher because each preacher was simply a
humble servant who had suffered for the same message of salvation in Jesus Christ.
No preacher of God has more status than another.
1 Thes. 5:5
Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the
night, nor of darkness.

The Lord will return suddenly and unexpectedly, warns Paul, so be ready! Because
no one knows when Jesus will come back to earth, we should be ready at all times.
Suppose he were to return today. How would he find you living? Are you ready to
meet him? Live each day prepared to welcome Christ.

John 1:7-9
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through
him might believe. [8] He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that
Light. [9] That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world.
We, like John the Baptist, are not the source of God’s light; we merely reflect that
light. Jesus Christ is the true Light; he helps us see our way to God and shows us
how to walk along that way. But Christ has chosen to reflect his light through his
followers to an unbelieving world, perhaps because unbelievers are not able to bear
the full blazing glory of his light firsthand. The word witness indicates our role as
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reflectors of Christ’s light. We are never to present ourselves as the light to others,
but are always to point them to Christ, the Light.

Chapter 10
Rejoice in the Light of Christ

John 5:35
He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice
in his light.
John shone brightly for some time, and you benefited and rejoiced.
John 3:19-21
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. [20] For every one that
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be
reproved. [21] But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
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At times, people don’t want their lives exposed to God’s light because they are
afraid of what will be revealed. They don’t want to be changed. Don’t be surprised
when these same people are threatened by your desire to obey God and do what is
right, because they are afraid that the light in you may expose some of the darkness
in their lives. Rather than giving in to discouragement, keep praying that they will
come to see how much better it is to live in light than in darkness.
Luke 16:8
And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for
the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.
Our use of money is a good test of the lordship of Christ. (1) Let us use our
resources wisely because they belong to God, and not to us. (2) Money can be used
for good or evil; let us use ours for good. (3) Money has a lot of power, so we must
use it carefully and thoughtfully. (4) We must use our material goods in a way that
will foster faith and obedience (see Luke 12:33-34).
Matthew 17:2
And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his
raiment was white as the light.
Moses and Elijah were the two greatest prophets in the Old Testament. Moses
represents the law, or the old covenant. He wrote the Pentateuch, and he predicted
the coming of a great prophet (Deut. 18:15-19). Elijah represents the prophets who
foretold the coming of the Messiah (Malachi 4:5-6). Moses’ and Elijah’s presence
with Jesus confirmed Jesus’ Messianic mission—to fulfill God’s law and the words
of God’s prophets. Just as God’s voice in the cloud over Mount Sinai gave
authority to his law (Exodus 19:9), God’s voice at the transfiguration gave
authority to Jesus’ words.
Jeremiah 13:16
Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet
stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the
shadow of death, and make it gross darkness.
As Jeremiah suffered, he pondered the prosperity of the wicked. As he brought
these words to a close, he used a ruined linen belt and filled wineskins as object
lessons of God’s coming judgment
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John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. [17] For God sent not
his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might
be saved.
The entire gospel comes to a focus in this verse. God’s love is not static or selfcentered; it reaches out and draws others in. Here God sets the pattern of true love,
the basis for all love relationships—when you love someone dearly, you are
willing to give freely to the point of self-sacrifice. God paid dearly with the life of
his Son, the highest price he could pay. Jesus accepted our punishment, paid the
price for our sins, and then offered us the new life that he had bought for us. When
we share the gospel with others, our love must be like Jesus’—willingly giving up
our own comfort and security so that others might join us in receiving God’s love.
Some people are repulsed by the idea of eternal life because their lives are
miserable. But eternal life is not an extension of a person’s miserable, mortal life;
eternal life is God’s life embodied in Christ given to all believers now as a
guarantee that they will live forever. In eternal life there is no death, sickness,
enemy, evil, or sin. When we don’t know Christ, we make choices as though this
life is all we have. In reality, this life is just the introduction to eternity. Receive
this new life by faith and begin to evaluate all that happens from an eternal
perspective.
To “believe” is more than intellectual agreement that Jesus is God. It means to put
our trust and confidence in him that he alone can save us. It is to put Christ in
charge of our present plans and eternal destiny. Believing is both trusting his words
as reliable, and relying on him for the power to change. If you have never trusted
Christ, let this promise of everlasting life be yours—and believe.
Zech. 14:6-7
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: [7]
But it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day, nor night: but it
shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.
This chapter portrays the eventual triumph of the Messiah over all the earth and his
reign over God’s people. But the chronological order of these future events is not
clear. They show that God has various ways of dealing with his people. Now we
are to watch as the events unfold and God provides an escape for his people.
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Micah 7:8-10
Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in
darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me. [9] I will bear the indignation of the
Lord, because I have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute
judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold his
righteousness. [10] Then she that is mine enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover
her which said unto me, Where is the Lord thy God? mine eyes shall behold her:
now shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets.
Micah showed great faith in God both personally (Micah 7:7) and on Israel’s
behalf (Micah 7:8-10) as he proclaimed that (1) he would wait upon God, because
God hears and saves when help is needed, (2) God would bring his people through
when times were tough, (3) Israel must be patient in punishment because God
would bring them out of the darkness, and (4) their enemies would be punished.
We too can have a relationship with God that can allow us to have confidence like
Micah’s. It doesn’t take unusual talent; it simply takes faith in God and a
willingness to act on that faith.
Lament. 3:2
He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into light.
Jeremiah’s darkest moment, his hope was strengthened with this assurance: God
had been faithful and would continue to be faithful. Jeremiah saw both God’s
judgment and God’s steadfast love. In the time of judgment, Jeremiah could still
cling to God’s love just as in times of prosperity he had warned of God’s judgment.
Isaiah 60:2-3
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people:
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. [3] And
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.
As we read these promises, we long for their fulfillment. But we must patiently
wait for God’s timing. He is in control of history, and he weaves together all our
lives into his plan.
Isaiah 9:2
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the
land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

38

This child who would become their deliverer is the Messiah, Jesus. Matthew
quotes these verses in describing Christ’s ministry (Matthew 4:15-16). The
territories of Zebulun and Naphtali represent the northern kingdom as a whole.
These were also the territories where Jesus grew up and often ministered; this is
why they would see “a great light.”
The apostle John also referred to Jesus as the “light” (John 1:9). Jesus referred to
himself as “the light of the world” (John 8:12).
In a time of great darkness, God promised to send a light who would shine on
everyone living in the shadow of death. He is both “Wonderful Counselor” and
“Mighty God.” This message of hope was fulfilled in the birth of Christ and the
establishment of his eternal kingdom. He came to deliver all people from their
slavery to sin.
Proverbs 20:27
The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searching all the inward parts of the
belly.
The Lord' has a searchlight that penetrates the human spirit, exposing every
hidden motive. His light is everlasting.
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