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Your present situation is training for future service to God.
The future is shaped by how you lived your past
Genesis 49:3-28
Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the
excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: Unstable as water, thou shalt
not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he
went up to my couch.
Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. O my
soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou
united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their self will they digged down a
wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will
divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.
Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of
thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee. Judah is a lion's
whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a
lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. Binding his foal
unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in
wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: His eyes shall be red with wine, and
his teeth white with milk.
Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for a haven of ships;
and his border shall be unto Zidon.
Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: And he saw that rest
was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and
became a servant unto tribute.
Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall be a serpent by
the way, an adder in the path that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall
backward. I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.
Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last.
Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties.
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Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.
Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run
over the wall: The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him:
But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the
hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of
Israel:)
Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall
bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under,
blessings of the breasts, and of the womb: The blessings of thy father have
prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the
everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head
of him that was separate from his brethren.
Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at
night he shall divide the spoil.
All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake unto
them, and blessed them; every one according to his blessing he blessed them.
Jacob blessed each of his sons and then made a prediction about each one's future.
The way the men had lived played an important part in Jacob's blessing and
prophecy. Our past also affects our present and future. By sunrise tomorrow, our
actions of today will have become part of the past. Yet they will already have
begun to shape the future. What actions can you choose or avoid that will
positively shape your future?
Don’t allow a bleak future make you give up on God
Exodus 2:15
Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled
from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a
well.
To escape punishment for killing the Egyptian, Moses ran away to Midian. He
became a stranger in a strange land, separated from his home and family. It took
many years after this incident for Moses to be ready to serve God. But he trusted
God instead of fearing the king (Hebrews 11:27).
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We may feel abandoned or isolated because of something we have done. But
though we feel afraid and separated, we should not give up. Moses didn't. He
trusted God to deliver him, no matter how dark his past or bleak his future.

Why we can trust the future to God
Exodus 3:18-20
And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of
Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The Lord God of the
Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' journey
into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.
And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand.
And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will
do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go.
The elders (leaders) of Israel would accept God's message, and the leaders of
Egypt would reject it. God knew what both reactions would be before they
happened. This is more than good psychology—God knows the future. Any
believer can trust his or her future to God because God already knows what is
going to happen.

Don’t look to occult for guidance about the future.
Leviticus 20:6
And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to
go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him
off from among his people.
Everyone is interested in what the future holds, and we often look to others for
guidance. But God warned about looking to the occult for advice. Mediums and
psychics were outlawed because God was not the source of their information. At
best, occult practitioners are fakes whose predictions cannot be trusted. At worst,
they are in contact with evil spirits and are thus extremely dangerous.
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We don't need to look to the occult for information about the future. God has given
us the Bible so that we may obtain all the information we need. The Bible's
teaching is trustworthy.

The occult gives distorted view of the future
Deuteronomy 18:10-13
There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter
to pass through the fire, or that uses divination, or an observer of times, or an
enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard,
or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord:
and because of these abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from
before thee. Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord thy God.
The Israelites were naturally curious about the occult practices of the Canaanite
religions. But Satan is behind the occult, and God flatly forbade Israel to have
anything to do with it.
Today people are still fascinated by horoscopes, fortune-telling, witchcraft, and
bizarre cults. Often their interest comes from a desire to know and control the
future. But Satan is no less dangerous today than he was in Moses' time. In the
Bible, God tells us all we need to know about what is going to happen.
The information Satan offers is likely to be distorted or completely false. With the
trustworthy guidance of the Holy Spirit through the Bible and the church, we don't
need to turn to occult sources for faulty information.

Why God chooses not to reveal some things in the future.

Deuteronomy 29:29
The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words
of this law.
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There are some secrets God has chosen not to reveal to us, possibly for the
following reasons:
(1) Our finite minds cannot fully understand the infinite aspects of God's nature
and the universe (Ecclesiastes 3:11);
(2) Some things are unnecessary for us to know until we are more mature;
(3) God is infinite and all-knowing, and we do not have the capacity to know
everything he does.
This verse shows that although God has not told us everything there is to know
about obeying him, he has told us enough. Thus, disobedience comes from an act
of the will, not a lack of knowledge.
Through God's Word we know enough about him to be saved by faith and to serve
him. We must not use the limitation of our knowledge as an excuse to reject his
claim on our life.

Our children will shape the future.
Psalm 127:3-5
Lo, children are a heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.
As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is
the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall
speak with the enemies in the gate.
Too often children are seen as liabilities rather than assets. But the Bible calls
children "a gift from the LORD," a reward. We can learn valuable lessons from their
inquisitive minds and trusting spirits. Those who view children as a distraction or
nuisance should instead see them as an opportunity to shape the future. We dare
not treat children as an inconvenience when God values them so highly.
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How prophecy relates to the future.
Isaiah 11:11
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the
second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria,
and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.
When will this remnant of God's people be returned to their land? Old Testament
prophecy is often applied both to the near future and the distant future. Judah
would soon be exiled to Babylon, and a remnant would return to Jerusalem in 538
B.C. at Cyrus's decree. In the ages to come, however, God's people would be
dispersed throughout the world.
These locations represent the four corners of the known world—Hamath in the
north, Egypt in the south, Assyria and Babylonia in the east, the distant coastlands
in the west. Ultimately God's people will be regathered when Christ comes to reign
over the earth.

The future may cause us to change our present behavior
Micah 4:2
And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem.
The phrase "in the last days" describes the days when God will reign over his
perfect Kingdom (see 4:1-8). The "mountain of the LORD'S house" is Mount Zion.
This will be an era of peace and blessing, a time when war will be forever ended.
We cannot pinpoint its date, but God has promised that it will arrive (see also
Isaiah 2:2; Jeremiah 16:15; Joel 3:1ff; Zechariah 14:9-11; Malachi 3:17, 18;
Revelation 19-22).
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God will keep his promises about the future.
Mark 1:2-3
As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face,
which shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Isaiah was one of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament. The second half of
the book of Isaiah is devoted to the promise of salvation. Isaiah wrote about the
coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, and the man who would announce his
coming, John the Baptist. John's call to "clear the road for him" meant that people
should give up their selfish way of living, renounce their sins, seek God's
forgiveness, and establish a relationship with God by believing and obeying his
words as found in Scripture (Isaiah 1:18-20; 57:15).

The future depends upon how we live now
Mark 12:24
And Jesus answering said unto them, do ye not therefore err, because ye know not
the scriptures, neither the power of God?
What life will be like after the resurrection is far beyond our ability to understand
or imagine (Isaiah 64:4; 1 Corinthians 2:9). We need not be afraid of eternal life
because of the unknowns, however. Instead of wondering what God's coming
Kingdom will be like, we should concentrate on our relationship with Christ right
now because in the new Kingdom, we will be with him. If we learn to love and
trust Christ now, we will not be afraid of what he has in store for us then.
What we need to know about the future.
Matthew 24:21-22
For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall
be shortened.
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Jesus, talking about the end times, telescoped near future and far future events, as
did the Old Testament prophets. Many of these persecutions have already
occurred; more are yet to come. But God is in control of even the length of
persecutions. He will not forget his people. This is all we need to know about the
future to motivate us to live rightly now.
John 14:19-21
Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live,
ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me,
and I in you.
He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest
myself to him.
Sometimes people wish they knew the future so they could prepare for it. God has
chosen not to give us this knowledge. He alone knows what will happen, but he
tells us all we need to know to prepare for the future. When we live by his
standards, he will not leave us; he will come to us, he will be in us, and he will
show himself to us.
God knows what will happen, and because he will be with us through it all, we
need not fear. We don't have to know the future to have faith in God; we have to
have faith in God to be secure about the future.

How to prepare for Jesus' return.
Mark 13:33-34
Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. [34] For the Son
of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to
his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.
Months of planning go into a wedding, the birth of a baby, a career change, a
speaking engagement, the purchase of a home. Do you place the same importance
on preparing for Christ's return, the most important event in your life? Its results
will last for eternity.
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You dare not postpone your preparations because you do not know when his return
will occur. The way to prepare is to study God's Word and live by its instructions
each day. Only then will you be ready.

How not to fear the future.
John 21:18-19
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, when thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and
walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth
thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.
This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had
spoken this, he saith unto him, follow me.
This was a prediction of Peter's death by crucifixion. Tradition indicates that Peter
was crucified for his faith—upside down because he did not feel worthy of dying
as his Lord did. Despite what Peter's future held, Jesus told him to follow him. We
may be uncertain and fearful about our future. But if we know God is in control,
we can confidently follow Christ.

What we know about the future helps us live now
1 Corinthians 2:9
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
We cannot imagine all that God has in store for us, both in this life and for eternity.
He will create a new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17; Revelation 21:1), and
we will live with him forever. Until then, his Holy Spirit comforts and guides us.
Knowing the wonderful and eternal future that awaits us gives us hope and courage
to press on in this life, to endure hardship, and to avoid giving in to temptation.
This world is not all there is. The best is yet to come.
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Don’t forfeit your future with God
2 Tim 2:11-13
It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If
we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: If we
believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior
and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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