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Forward

Introduction
God knows the future both individually and as nations. Nothing ever occurs
without Gods foreknowledge and a plan of redemption.
God is looking for men and women who will rise up and through prayer and faith
in the living God change the timing and the future.
God sought for a man to stand in the gap and make up the hedge, but found none.
Therefore, the nation was at that time destroyed.
Ezekiel 22:29-30
The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have
vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully. And I
sought for a man among them that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap
before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.
Consider yourself as one who can stand in the gap.
Psalm 106:23
Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood
before him in the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them.

Ezekiel 13:5
Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of
Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord.
When we hear of wars and calamities given by people who prophecy that such
things may happen in the immediate future, these things can be changed by prayer
and declaration.
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These prophecies are things that will happen, if God’s people allow such things to
happen now.
Are you going to allow them to happen? God’s plan for you to live at this time in
history is not in vain.

The skies or the earth may give a sign, but you may ask God to extend his mercy.
Such payers, declarations and faith can delay or bring forward prophesied events.
For an example, the Bible states that there will be a great end time revival. We can
pray and agree together that that time is now!
Joel 2:28-31
And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the
handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.
This same prophecy that Peter quoted on the Day of Pentecost is still in effect
today.
Everything we pray or speak has a consequence.
Moses, Daniel and many other prophets stood in the gap for Israel.
Those who pray for Israel will prosper:
Genesis 12:2-3
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curses thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
The future is in God’s hands, but you hold the key as to times and happenings.
What will you allow to happen? Will you allow these scornful forecasts?
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Chapter 1
God's Foreknowledge
Isaiah 46:10
Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have
not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all
my good pleasure';
Many Scripture prophecies, delivered long ago, are not yet fulfilled; but the
fulfilling of some is an earnest that the rest will come to pass. Nothing can help
more to make us easy, than to be assured that God will do all his pleasure. Even
those who know not and mind not God's revealed will, are called and used to fulfil
the counsels of his secret will. Heaven and earth shall pass away, sooner than one
tittle of the word of God.
Obstinate sinners are addressed. Such were far from acceptance, but they were
summoned to hearken to the word of the Lord.
God declares things before they come to pass.
Isaiah 42:9
"Behold, the former things have come to pass, now I declare new things; before
they spring forth I proclaim them to you."
The work of redemption brings back man to the obedience he owes to God as his
Maker. Christ is the light of the world. And by his grace he opens the
understandings Satan has blinded, and sets at liberty from the bondage of sin.
The Lord has supported his church. And now he makes new promises, which shall
as certainly be fulfilled as the old ones were. When the Gentiles are brought into
the church, he is glorified in them and by them.
Let us give to God those things which are his, taking heed that we do not serve the
creature more than the Creator.
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God proclaims and declares future events.
Isaiah 44:7
'Who is like me? Let him proclaim and declare it; yes, let him recount it to me in
order, from the time that I established the ancient nation. And let them declare to
them the things that are coming and the events that are going to take place.
This gift of the Holy Ghost is the great blessing, the plentiful pouring out of which
God kept for the latter days. Where God gives his Spirit, he will give all other
blessings. Hereby shall be a great increase of the church; thus it shall be spread to
distant places.
Was there any other Rock, or Protector, that could defend them? None besides
could foretell these things to come, of which God by his prophets gave notice. All
was set in order in the Divine predictions, as well as in the Divine purposes.

God reveals mysteries.
Daniel 2:28
"However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days this was
your dream and the visions in your mind while on your bed.
Daniel takes away the king's opinion of his magicians and soothsayers. The
insufficiency of creatures should drive us to the all-sufficiency of the Creator.
There is one who can do that for us, and make known that to us, which none on
earth can, particularly the work of redemption, and the secret designs of God's love
to us therein.
Daniel confirmed the king in his opinion, that the dream was of great consequence,
relating to the affairs and changes of this lower world. Let those whom God has
highly favoured and honoured, lay aside all opinion of their own wisdom and
worthiness, that the Lord alone may be praised for the good they have and do.
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Chapter 2
Man delivered by God’s predetermined plan.
Acts 2:23
This Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.
From this gift of the Holy Ghost, Peter preaches unto them Jesus: and here is the
history of Christ. Here is an account of his death and sufferings, which they
witnessed but a few weeks before.
His death is considered as God's act; and of wonderful grace and wisdom. Thus
Divine justice must be satisfied, God and man brought together again, and Christ
himself glorified, according to an eternal counsel, which could not be altered.
And as the people's act; in them it was an act of awful sin and folly. Christ's
resurrection did away the reproach of his death; Peter speaks largely upon this

God announced beforehand by his prophets.
Acts 3:18
"But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets,
that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.
This shows that Jesus was one with the Father, and co-equal with Him; while the
apostles knew that they were weak, sinful men, and dependent for everything on
Jesus, whose power effected the cure. Useful men must be very humble. Not unto
us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name, give glory. Every crown must be cast at
the feet of Christ. The apostle showed the Jews the greatness of their crime, but
would not anger or drive them to despair. Assuredly, those who reject, refuse, or
deny Christ, do it through ignorance; but this can in no case be an excuse.

7

Your purpose to follow God through Christ was predestined.
Acts 4:27-28
"For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus,
whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and
the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to
occur.
Jesus was anointed to be a Saviour, therefore it was determined he should be a
sacrifice, to make atonement for sin.
But sin is not the less evil for God's bringing good out of it. In threatening times,
our care should not be so much that troubles may be prevented, as that we may go
on with cheerfulness and courage in our work and duty. They do not pray, Lord let
us go away from our work, now that it is become dangerous, but, Lord, give us thy
grace to go on stedfastly in our work, and not to fear the face of man.
Those who desire Divine aid and encouragement, may depend upon having them,
and they ought to go forth, and go on, in the strength of the Lord God. God gave a
sign of acceptance of their prayers.
The place was shaken, that their faith might be established and unshaken. God
gave them greater degrees of his Spirit; and they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, more than ever; by which they were not only encouraged, but enabled to
speak the word of God with boldness.
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Chapter 3
We were predestined to become conformed to Christ.
Romans 8:29
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the
image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;
That is good for the saints which does their souls good.
Every providence tends to the spiritual good of those that love God; in breaking
them off from sin, bringing them nearer to God, weaning them from the world, and
fitting them for heaven.
When the saints act out of character, corrections will be employed to bring them
back again. And here is the order of the causes of our salvation, a golden chain, one
which cannot be broken.
Whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
his Son. All that God designed for glory and happiness as the end, he decreed to
grace and holiness as the way.
The whole human race deserved destruction; but for reasons not perfectly known
to us, God determined to recover some by regeneration and the power of his grace.
He predestinated, or before decreed, that they should be conformed to the image of
his Son. In this life they are in part renewed, and walk in his steps.
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God knew you even before you were born.
Jeremiah 1:5
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I
consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations."
Jeremiah's early call to the work and office of a prophet is stated. He was to be a
prophet, not to the Jews only, but to the neighboring nations.
He is still a prophet to the whole world, and it would be well if they would attend
to these warnings. The Lord who formed us, knows for what particular services
and purposes he intended us.
But unless he sanctify us by his new-creating Spirit, we shall neither be fit for his
holy service on earth, nor his holy happiness in heaven. It becomes us to have low
thoughts of ourselves. Those who are young, should consider that they are so, and
not venture beyond their powers.
But though a sense of our own weakness and insufficiency should make us go
humbly about our work, it should not make us draw back when God calls us.
Those who have messages to deliver from God, must not fear the face of man.
The Lord, by a sign, gave Jeremiah such a gift as was necessary. God's message
should be delivered in his own words.
Whatever wordly wise men or politicians may think, the safety of kingdoms is
decided according to the purpose and word of God.
God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew
Romans 11:2
God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew or do you not know what the
Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?
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There was a chosen remnant of believing Jews, who had righteousness and life by
faith in Jesus Christ.
These were kept according to the election of grace. If then this election was of
grace, it could not be of works, either performed or foreseen. Every truly good
disposition in a fallen creature must be the effect, therefore it cannot be the cause,
of the grace of God bestowed on him.
Salvation from the first to the last must be either of grace or of debt. These things
are so directly contrary to each other that they cannot be blended together. God
glorifies his grace by changing the hearts and tempers of the rebellious.

According to God’s foreknowledge, his grace and peace is yours.
1 Peter 1:2
According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the
Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace
be yours in the fullest measure.
This epistle is addressed to believers in general, who are strangers in every city or
country where they live, and are scattered through the nations.
These are to ascribe their salvation to the electing love of the Father, the
redemption of the Son, and the sanctification of the Holy Ghost; and so to give
glory to one God in three Persons, into whose name they had been baptized.
Hope, in the world's phrase, refers only to an uncertain good, for all worldly hopes
are tottering, built upon sand, and the worldling's hopes of heaven are blind and
groundless conjectures. But the hope of the sons of the living God is a living hope;
not only as to its object, but as to its effect also. It enlivens and comforts in all
distresses, enables to meet and get over all difficulties.
Mercy is the spring of all this; yea, great mercy and manifold mercy.
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Chapter 4
From the beginning, God knew it all.
Psalm 139:4
Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O LORD, You know it all.
God has perfect knowledge of us, and all our thoughts and actions are open before
him. It is more profitable to meditate on Divine truths, applying them to our own
cases, and with hearts lifted to God in prayer, than with a curious or disputing
frame of mind.
That God knows all things, is omniscient; that he is every where, is omnipresent;
are truths acknowledged by all, yet they are seldom rightly believed in by mankind.
God takes strict notice of every step we take, every right step and every by step. He
knows what rule we walk by, what end we walk toward, what company we walk
with.
When I am withdrawn from all company, thou knowest what I have in my heart.
There is not a vain word, not a good word, but thou knowest from what thought it
came, and with what design it was uttered.
Wherever we are, we are under the eye and hand of God. We cannot by searching
find how God searches us out; nor do we know how we are known. Such thoughts
should restrain us from sin.

God knows the intent of the heart.
Deuteronomy 31:21
"Then it shall come about, when many evils and troubles have come upon them,
that this song will testify before them as a witness (for it shall not be forgotten
from the lips of their descendants); for I know their intent which they are
developing today, before I have brought them into the land which I swore."
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Moses and Joshua attended the Divine Majesty at the door of the tabernacle. Moses
is told again that he must shortly die; even those who are most ready and willing to
die, need to be often reminded of its coming.
The Lord tells Moses that, after his death, the covenant he had taken so much pains
to make between Israel and their God, would certainly be broken. Israel would
forsake Him; then God would forsake Israel. Justly does he cast those off who so
unjustly cast him off.
Moses is directed to deliver them a song, which should remain a standing
testimony for God, as faithful to them in giving them warning, and against them, as
persons false to themselves in not taking the warning.
The word of God is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of men's hearts, and
meets them by reproofs and correction. Ministers who preach the word, know not
the imaginations of men; but God, whose word it is, knows perfectly.

God speaks of deliverance before the battle.
1 Samuel 23:10-13
Then said David, O Lord God of Israel, thy servant hath certainly heard that
Saul seeketh to come to Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. Will the men of
Keilah deliver me up into his hand?
Will Saul come down, as thy servant hath heard? O Lord God of Israel, I beseech
thee, tell thy servant. And the Lord said, He will come down. Then said David,
Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? And the
Lord said, they will deliver thee up.
Then David and his men, which were about six hundred, arose and departed out of
Keilah, and went whithersoever they could go. And it was told Saul that David was
escaped from Keilah; and he forbare to go forth.
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David applied to his great Protector for direction. No sooner was the ephod
brought him than he made use of it. We have the Scriptures in our hands, let us take
advice from them in doubtful cases. Say, Bring hither the Bible.
David's address to God is very solemn, also very particular. God allows us to be so
in our addresses to him; Lord, direct me in this matter, about which I am now at a
loss. God knows not only what will be, but what would be, if it were not hindered;
therefore he knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and how to render
to every man according to his works.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
References:
Verse Concept: Matthew Henry’s Concept Bible Commentary.
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