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Forward
God’s perfect loyalty and consistency in being true to his name, his character and
his word.

Numbers 23:19
God is not a man that he should lie; neither the son of man that he should repent:
hath he said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it
good?
Men change their minds, and break their words; but God never changes his mind,
and therefore never recalls his promise. And when in Scripture he is said to repent,
it does not mean any change of his mind; but only a change of his way.

There was sin in Jacob, and God saw it; but there was not such as might provoke
him to give them up to ruin. If the Lord sees that we trust in his mercy, and accept
of his salvation; that we indulge no secret lust, and continue not in rebellion, but
endeavour to serve and glorify him; we may be sure that he looks upon us as
accepted in Christ, that our sins are all pardoned.
Throughout this study you will see many Scriptures that show proof of God’s
Faithfulness.
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Chapter 1
God’s faithfulness is an integral part of his nature
God’s limitless power and steadfast love imply complete faithfulness which
contrasts with human nature;

The Lord is gracious and longsuffering.
Exodus 34:6
And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,
The Lord God is merciful; ready to forgive the sinner, and to relieve the needy.
Gracious; kind, and ready to bestow undeserved benefits. Long-suffering; slow to
anger, giving time for repentance, only punishing when it is needful.

He is abundant in goodness and truth; even sinners receive the riches of his bounty
abundantly, though they abuse them. All he reveals is infallible truth, all he
promises is in faithfulness.

Keeping mercy for thousands; he continually shows mercy to sinners, and has
treasures, which cannot be exhausted, to the end of time. Forgiving iniquity, and
transgression, and sin; his mercy and goodness reach to the full and free
forgiveness of sin. And will by no means clear the guilty; the holiness and justice
of God are part of his goodness and love towards all his creatures.
God has brought out of the house of bondmen.
Deut. 7:8-9
But because the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he
had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand,
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and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh King of
Egypt.
Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth
covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a
thousand generations;
A proper understanding of the evil of sin, and of the mystery of a crucified
Saviour, will enable us to perceive the justice of God in all his punishments,
temporal and eternal. We must deal decidedly with our lusts that war against our
souls; let us not show them any mercy, but mortify, and crucify, and utterly destroy
them.
God’s way is perfect.
Deut. 32:4
He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth
and without iniquity, just and right is he.
He is a Rock." This is the first time God is called so in Scripture. The expression
denotes that the Divine power, faithfulness, and love, as revealed in Christ and the
gospel, form a foundation which cannot be changed or moved, on which we may
build our hopes of happiness.
And under his protection we may find refuge from all our enemies, and in all our
troubles; as the rocks in those countries sheltered from the burning rays of the sun,
and from tempests, or were fortresses from the enemy
God will perform that which he promised.
Romans 4:21
And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to
perform.
Faith is a grace that of all others gives glory to God. Faith clearly is the instrument
by which we receive the righteousness of God, the redemption which is by Christ;
and that which is the instrument whereby we take or receive it, cannot be the thing
itself, nor can it be the gift thereby taken and received.
.
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God cannot deny himself.
2 Tim. 2:13
If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.
If we are dead to this world, its pleasures, profits, and honours, we shall be for ever
with Christ in a better world. He is faithful to his threatenings, and faithful to his
promises. This truth makes sure the unbeliever's condemnation, and the believer's
salvation.
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Chapter 2

God is faithful to his name and character

2 Tim. 2:13
If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.
If we are dead to this world, its pleasures, profits, and honours, we shall be for ever
with Christ in a better world. He is faithful to his threatenings, and faithful to his
promises. This truth makes sure the unbeliever's condemnation, and the believer's
salvation.
God has performed his word to the righteous.
Neh. 9:8
And foundest his heart faithful before thee, and madest a covenant with him to
give the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and
the Jebusites, and the Girgashites, to give it, I say, to his seed, and hast performed
thy words; for thou art righteous:
Whatever ability we have to do any thing in the way of duty, we are to serve and
glorify God according to the utmost of it. When confessing our sins, it is good to
notice the mercies of God, that we may be the more humbled and ashamed. The
dealings of the Lord showed his goodness and long-suffering, and the hardness of
their hearts.
God has made his mighty power to be known.
Psalm 106:8
Nevertheless he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make his mighty
power to be known.
We are encouraged to hope that though justly corrected, yet we shall not be utterly
forsaken. God's afflicted people own themselves guilty before him.
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Faithful is he who calls you.
1 Thess. 5:24
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.
The apostle prays that they might be sanctified more perfectly, for the best are
sanctified but in part while in this world; therefore we should pray for, and press
toward, complete holiness.
And as we must fall, if God did not carry on his good work in the soul, we should
pray to God to perfect his work, till we are presented faultless before the throne of
his glory. We should pray for one another; and brethren should thus express
brotherly love.

God swore by his own name.
Hebrews 6:13-18
For example, there was God's promise to Abraham. Since there was no one
greater to swear by, God took an oath in his own name, saying:
"I will certainly bless you richly, and I will multiply your descendants into
countless millions."
Then Abraham waited patiently, and he received what God had promised.
When people take an oath, they call on someone greater than themselves to hold
them to it. And without any question that oath is binding. God also bound himself
with an oath, so that those who received the promise could be perfectly sure that he
would never change his mind.
So God has given us both his promise and his oath. These two things are
unchangeable because it is impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled
to him for refuge can take new courage, for we can hold on to his promise with
confidence.
Here observe, those to whom God has given full security of happiness, have a title
to the promises by inheritance. The consolations of God are strong enough to
support his people under their heaviest trials. Here is a refuge for all sinners who
flee to the mercy of God, through the redemption of Christ, according to the
covenant of grace, laying aside all other confidences.
8

We are in this world as a ship at sea, tossed up and down, and in danger of being
cast away. We need an anchor to keep us sure and steady. Gospel hope is our
anchor in the storms of this world.
It is sure and stedfast, or it could not keep us so. The free grace of God, the merits
and mediation of Christ, and the powerful influences of his Spirit, are the grounds
of this hope, and so it is a stedfast hope. Christ is the object and ground of the
believer's hope.
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Chapter 3
God’s faithfulness is known through fulfilled promises
Joshua 23:14
"Soon I will die, going the way of all the earth. Deep in your hearts you know
that every promise of the Lord your God has come true. Not a single one has
failed!
Nothing will make them see how wretched they are, so much, as to see how happy
they might have been. Let us watch and pray against temptation. Let us trust in
God's faithfulness, love, and power; let us plead his promises, and cleave to his
commandments, then we shall be happy in life, in death, and for ever.
All of God’s promises came true.
Joshua 21:45
All of the good promises that the Lord had given Israel came true.
There failed not aught of any good thing, which the Lord had spoken to the house
of Israel. In due season all his promises will be accomplished; then will his people
acknowledge that the Lord has exceeded their largest expectations, and made them
more than conquerors, and brought them to their desired rest.
God has given rest to his people.
1 Kings 8:56
"Praise the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, just as he promised. Not
one word has failed of all the wonderful promises he gave through his servant
Moses.
We shall receive grace sufficient, suitable, and seasonable, in every time of need.
No human heart is of itself willing to obey the gospel call to repentance, faith, and
newness of life, walking in all the commandments of the Lord, yet Solomon
exhorts the people to be perfect. This is the scriptural method, it is our duty to obey
the command of the law and the call of the gospel, seeing we have broken the law.
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God commanded his word to a thousand generations.
1 Chron. 16:15
Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which he commanded to a
thousand generations;
Those that give glory to God's name are allowed to glory in it. Let the everlasting
covenant be the great matter of our joy his people of old, be remembered by us
with thankfulness to him. Show forth from day to day his salvation, his promised
salvation by Christ. We have reason to celebrate that from day to day; for we daily
receive the benefit, and it is a subject that can never be exhausted.
God’s kingdom endures throughout all generations.
Psalm 145:13
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout
all generations.
Many children of God, who have been ready to fall into sin, to fall into despair,
have tasted his goodness in preventing their falls, or recovering them speedily by
his graces and comforts.

The Lord is not slack concerning his promises.
2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.
The heavens and the earth which now are, by the same word, it is declared, will be
destroyed by fire. This is as sure to come, as the truth and the power of God can
make it. Christians are here taught and established in the truth of the coming of the
Lord.
Though, in the account of men, there is a vast difference between one day and a
thousand years, yet, in the account of God, there is no difference.
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Chapter 4
Examples of God’s faithfulness in fulfilled promises

God will make Abraham a great nation.

Genesis 12:2-3
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curses thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

When God called him, Abram moved out in faith from Ur to Haran and finally to
Canaan. God then established a covenant with Abram, telling him that he would
found a great nation. Not only would this nation be blessed, God said, but the other
nations of the earth would be blessed through Abram’s descendants. Israel, the
nation that would come from Abram, was to follow God and influence those with
whom it came in contact. Through Abram’s family tree, Jesus Christ was born to
save humanity. Through Christ, people can have a personal relationship with God
and be blessed beyond measure.
12:2 God promised to bless Abram and make him great, but there was one
condition. Abram had to do what God wanted him to do. This meant leaving his
home and friends and traveling to a new land where God promised to build a great
nation from Abram’s family. Abram obeyed, walking away from his home for
God’s promise of even greater blessings in the future. God may be trying to lead
you to a place of greater service and usefulness for him. Don’t let the comfort and
security of your present position make you miss God’s plan for you.
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The Lord will give Abraham a son.

Genesis 15:4
And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, this shall not be thine
heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.
Abram wasn’t promised wealth or fame; he already had that. Instead God promised
descendants like the stars in the sky or the grains of sand on the seashore (Genesis
22:17), too numerous to count. To appreciate the vast number of stars scattered
through the sky, you need to be, like Abram, away from any distractions. Or pick
up a handful of sand and try to count the grains—it can’t be done! Just when
Abram was despairing of ever having an heir, God promised descendants too
numerous to imagine. God’s blessings are beyond our imaginations!
The Lord restored and healed Sarah.

Genesis 21:1-2
And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had
spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set
time of which God had spoken to him.

Who could believe that Abraham would have a son at 100 years of age—and live
to raise him to adulthood? But doing the impossible is everyday business for God.
Our big problems won’t seem so impossible if we let God handle them.
After repeated promises, a visit by two angels, and the appearance of the Lord
himself, Sarah finally cried out with surprise and joy at the birth of her son.
Because of her doubt, worry, and fear, she had forfeited the peace she could have
felt in God’s wonderful promise to her. The way to bring peace to a troubled heart
is to focus on God’s promises. Trust him to do what he says.
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The word of promise fulfilled.
Romans 9:9
For this is the word of promise, at this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a
son.

The Jews were proud of the fact that their lineage came from Isaac, whose mother
was Sarah (Abraham’s legitimate wife), rather than Ishmael, whose mother was
Hagar (Sarah’s maidservant). Paul asserts that no one can claim to be chosen by
God because of his or her heritage or good deeds. God freely chooses to save
whomever he wills.
The doctrine of election teaches that it is God’s sovereign choice to save us by his
goodness and mercy, and not by our own merit.

Isaac was a child of promise

Galatians 4:28
Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.
Paul explained that what happened to Sarah and Hagar is an allegory or picture of
the relationship between God and mankind. Paul was using a type of argument that
was common in his day and that was probably being used against him by his
opponents.
God swore to bless and multiply
Hebrews 6:13-15
For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater,
he swear by himself, Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I
will multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.

Abraham waited patiently—it was 25 years from the time God had promised him a
son (Genesis 17:16) to Isaac’s birth (Genesis 21:1-3). Because our trials and
14

temptations are often so intense, they seem to last for an eternity. Both the Bible
and the testimony of mature Christians encourage us to wait for God to act in his
timing, even when our needs seem too great to wait any longer.
Faith is substance.
Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Two words describe faith: sure and certain. These two qualities need a secure
beginning and ending point. The beginning point of faith is believing in God’s
character—he is who he says. The end point is believing in God’s promises—he
will do what he says. When we believe that God will fulfill his promises even
though we don’t see those promises materializing yet, we demonstrate true faith
(see John 20:24-31).
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Chapter 5

The building of the temple

2 Samuel 7:12-13
And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set
up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish
his kingdom. [13] He shall build a house for my name, and I will stablish the
throne of his kingdom for ever.

David’s request was good, but God said no. This does not mean that God rejected
David. In fact, God was planning to do something even greater in David’s life than
allowing him the prestige of building the temple. Although God turned down
David’s request, he promised to continue the house (or dynasty) of David forever.
David’s earthly dynasty ended four centuries later, but Jesus Christ, a direct
descendant of David, was the ultimate fulfillment of this promise (Acts 2:22-36).
Christ will reign for eternity—now in his spiritual kingdom and in heaven, and
later, on earth, in the New Jerusalem (Luke 1:30-33; Rev. 21). Have you prayed
with good intentions, only to have God say no? This is God’s way of directing you
to a greater purpose in your life. Accepting God’s no requires as great a faith as
carrying out his yes.
God’s throne will be established for ever.

1 Chron. 17:11-12
And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with
thy fathers, that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I
will establish his kingdom. He shall build me a house, and I will stablish his
throne for ever.
God did not want a warrior to build his temple (1 Chron. 8:3; 1 Kings 5:3), and
David had shed much blood in unifying the nation. So the honor of building the
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temple would go to David’s son Solomon. David would pass on to Solomon a
peaceful and united kingdom, ready to begin work on a beautiful temple.
God promised to subdue David’s enemies. 1 Chron. 18-20 tell how God kept that
promise.
Why, after this eternal promise, were the Israelites eventually taken from the
Promised Land into captivity? The promise to David had two parts. The first part
was conditional: as long as David’s descendants followed God’s laws and honored
him, they would continually be on the throne of Israel. The second part was
unconditional: a son of David would occupy his throne forever. This was Jesus the
Messiah. The first part of the promise was based on the faithful obedience of
David’s descendants. The second part would come true regardless of the way his
descendants acted.
David’s son would build God’s house.
1 Kings 8:17-21
And it was in the heart of David my father to build a house for the name of the
Lord God of Israel. And the Lord said unto David my father, whereas it was in
thine heart to build a house unto my name, thou didst well that it was in thine heart.
Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son that shall come forth out of
thy loins, he shall build the house unto my name.

And the Lord hath performed his word that he spake, and I am risen up in the room
of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have
built a house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. And I have set there a place
for the ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, which he made with our fathers,
when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.
For 480 years after Israel’s escape from Egypt, God did not ask them to build a
temple for him. Instead he emphasized the importance of his presence among them
and their need for spiritual leaders. It is easy to think of a building as the focus of
God’s presence and power, but God chooses and uses people to do his work. He
can use you more than he can use a building of wood and stone. Building or
enlarging our place of worship may be necessary, but it should never take priority
over developing spiritual leaders.
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Chapter 6
God’s faithfulness is revealed to the faithful.

2 Samuel 22:26
With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, and with the upright man
thou wilt shew thyself upright.

David was not denying that he had ever sinned. Psalm 51 shows his tremendous
anguish over his sin against Uriah and Bathsheba. But David understood God’s
faithfulness and was writing this hymn from God’s perspective. He knew that God
had made him clean again—“whiter than snow,” (Psalm 51:7) with a “pure heart”
(Psalm 51:10). Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we also are
made clean and perfect. God replaces our sin with his purity, and he no longer sees
our sin.

The promise of the Spirit is received through faith.
Galatians 3:14
That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ;
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Trying to be right with God (“justified”) by our own effort doesn’t work. Good
intentions such as “I’ll do better next time” or “I’ll never do that again” usually end
in failure. Paul points to Habakkuk’s declaration (Habakkuk 2:4) that by trusting
God—believing in his provision for our sins and living each day in his power—we
can break this cycle of failure.
He is faithful who promised.
Hebrews 10:23
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Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful
that promised.

We have significant privileges associated with our new life in Christ: (1) we have
personal access to God through Christ and can draw near to him without an
elaborate system (Hebrews 10:22); (2) we may grow in faith, overcome doubts and
questions, and deepen our relationship with God (Hebrews 10:23); (3) we may
enjoy encouragement from one another (Hebrews 10:24); (4) we may worship
together (Hebrews 10:25).
God’s faithfulness is constant
God’s faithfulness is not negated by human unfaithfulness.

Romans 3:3-4
For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of God
without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is
written, that thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when
thou art judged.
We have significant privileges associated with our new life in Christ: (1) we have
personal access to God through Christ and can draw near to him without an
elaborate system (Hebrews 10:22); (2) we may grow in faith, overcome doubts and
questions, and deepen our relationship with God (Hebrews 10:23); (3) we may
enjoy encouragement from one another (Hebrews 10:24); (4) we may worship
together (Hebrews 10:25).
What God speaks will come to pass.

Ezekiel 12:25
For I am the Lord: I will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to
pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say
the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord God.
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These two short messages were warnings that God’s words would come true—
soon! Less than six years later, Jerusalem would be destroyed. Yet the people were
skeptical. Unbelief and false security led them to believe it would never happen.
The apostle Peter dealt with this problem in the church (2 Peter 3:9). It is
dangerous to say Christ will never return or to regard his coming as so far in the
future as to be irrelevant today. All that God says is sure to happen. Don’t dare
assume that you have plenty of time to get right with God.

Wait for the promise and it will come to pass.

Habakkuk 2:3
For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not
lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.
Evil and injustice seem to have the upper hand in the world. Like Habakkuk,
Christians often feel angry and discouraged as they see what goes on. Habakkuk
complained vigorously to God about the situation. God’s answer to Habakkuk is
the same answer he would give us, “Be patient! I will work out my plans in my
perfect timing.” It isn’t easy to be patient, but it helps to remember that God hates
sin even more than we do. Punishment of sin will certainly come. As God told
Habakkuk, “Wait for it.” To trust God fully means to trust him even when we don’t
understand why events occur as they do.
God cannot deny himself.
2 Tim. 2:13
If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.
Jesus is faithful. He will stay by our side even when we have endured so much that
we seem to have no faith left. We may be faithless at times, but Jesus is faithful to
his promise to be with us “to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). Refusing
Christ’s help will break our communication with God, but he will never turn his
back on us even though we may turn our backs on him.
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Chapter 7
Jesus Christ is the ultimate evidence of God’s faithfulness

Acts 13:32-33
And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made
unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath
raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son,
this day have I begotten thee.

Paul began where his listeners were and then introduced them to Christ. Because
Paul was speaking to devout Jews, he began with the covenant, Abraham, David,
and other familiar themes. Later, when speaking to the Greek philosophers in
Athens (Acts 17:22-32), he would begin by talking about what he had observed in
their city. In both cases, however, he centered the sermon on Christ and
emphasized the resurrection. When you share the Good News, begin where your
audience is—then tell them about Christ.

He who has seen Jesus Christ has seen the father.

John 14:9-11
Jesus saith unto him, have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou
then, Shew us the Father?
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The words that I
speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth
the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe
me for the very works' sake.
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Jesus is the visible, tangible image of the invisible God. He is the complete
revelation of what God is like. Jesus explained to Philip, who wanted to see the
Father, that to know Jesus is to know God. The search for God, for truth and
reality, ends in Christ. (See also Col. 1:15; Hebrews 1:1-4.)

God’s word is confirmed.
Romans 15:8-9
Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of
God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: And that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, for this cause I will confess to thee
among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.

This verse means that Jesus came to bring the truth to the Jews and to show that
God is true to his promises.
All promises are to the glory of God.

2 Cor. 1:20-22
For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of
God by us. Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us,
is God; who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.
All of God’s promises of what the Messiah would be like are fulfilled in Christ (“in
him it has always been ‘Yes’ ”). Jesus was completely faithful in his ministry; he
never sinned (1 Peter 3:18); he faithfully died for us (Hebrews 2:9); and now he
faithfully intercedes for us (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 4:14-15). Because Jesus Christ
is faithful, Paul wanted to be faithful in his ministry.
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Jesus was faithful in his entire house.

Hebrews 3:2-6
Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his
house. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he
who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house.
For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. And
Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those
things which were to be spoken after;
But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.

To the Jewish people, Moses was a great hero; he had led their ancestors, the
Israelites, from Egyptian bondage to the border of the Promised Land. He also had
written the first five books of the Old Testament, and he was the prophet through
whom God had given the law; therefore, Moses was the greatest prophet in the
Scriptures. But Jesus is worthy of greater honor as the central figure of faith than
Moses, who was merely a human servant. Jesus is more than human; he is God
himself (Hebrews 1:3). As Moses led the people of Israel out of Egyptian bondage,
so Christ leads us out of sin’s slavery. Why settle for Moses, the author of Hebrews
asks, when you can have Jesus Christ, who appointed Moses?
Moses was faithful to God’s calling not only to deliver Israel but also to prepare
the way for the Messiah (“testifying to what would be said in the future”). All the
Old Testament believers also served to prepare the way. Thus, knowing the Old
Testament is the best foundation for understanding the New Testament. In reading
the Old Testament, we see (1) how God used people to accomplish his purposes,
(2) how God used events and personalities to illustrate important truths, (3) how,
through prophets, God announced the Messiah, and (4) how, through the system of
sacrifices, God prepared people to understand the Messiah’s work. If you include
the Old Testament in your regular Bible reading, the New Testament will grow
clearer and more meaningful to you.
Because Christ lives in us as believers, we can remain courageous and hopeful to
the end. We are not saved by being steadfast and firm in our faith, but our courage
and hope do reveal that our faith is real.
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Without this enduring faithfulness, we could easily be blown away by the winds of
temptation, false teaching, or persecution. (See also Hebrews 3:14.)

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness
Rev. 1:5
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the
dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood,
Others had risen from the dead—people whom the prophets, Jesus, and the
apostles had brought back to life during their ministries—but later those people
died again. Jesus was the first who rose from the dead in an imperishable body (1
Cor. 15:20), never to die again. He is the firstborn from the dead.
Many hesitate to witness about their faith in Christ because they don’t feel the
change in their lives has been spectacular enough. But you qualify as a witness for
Jesus because of what he has done for you, not because of what you have done for
him. Christ demonstrated his great love by setting us free from our sins through his
death on the cross (“freed us from our sins by his blood”), guaranteeing us a place
in his kingdom, and making us priests to administer God’s love to others. The fact
that the all-powerful God has offered eternal life to you is nothing short of
spectacular.
1Jesus is portrayed as an all-powerful King, victorious in battle, glorious in peace.
He is not just a humble earthly teacher, he is the glorious God. When you read
John’s description of the vision, keep in mind that his words are not just good
advice; they are truth from the King of kings. Don’t just read his words for their
interesting and amazing portrayal of the future. Let the truth about Christ penetrate
your life, deepen your faith in him, and strengthen your commitment to follow him
no matter what the cost.
Jesus Christ is faithful and true.
Rev. 19:11
And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him
was called Faithful and true, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
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The name “Faithful and True” contrasts with the faithless and deceitful Babylon
described in Rev. 18.
John’s vision shifts again. Heaven opens and Jesus appears, this time not as a
Lamb, but as a warrior on a white horse (symbolizing victory). Jesus came first as
a Lamb to be a sacrifice for sin, but he will return as a Conqueror and King to
execute judgment (2 Thes. 1:7-10). Jesus’ first coming brought forgiveness; his
second will bring judgment. The battle lines have been drawn between God and
evil, and the world is waiting for the King to ride onto the field.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and will
follow you as Lord. Amen.
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