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Forward:
The Great Commission is a covenant
The Great Commission is a continuation of this promise that God made
with Abraham.
As Abraham followed this promise, the blessings and rewards promised to
Abraham were fulfilled.
Many of the descendants of Abraham did not keep this covenant and did
not receive the blessings.
This promise was extended to all people through the Great Commission
given by Jesus Christ.
Abraham was to go into a land that God would show him.
commission sends disciples into the entire world.

The great

The signs that are to follow the commission to go, is the promise Jesus
gave for going into the entire world.
The power given to Jesus was given to his disciples.
These promises include salvation, control over evil spirits, Speaking words
of faith, ministering healing, providing protection from poisonous snakes or
from harmful food or drink.
It is not a matter of faith for these things to be done. It is a matter of God
fulfilling his promise to all who go. His promise will remain forever
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Chapter 1
The Great Commission
Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. [19] Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: [20] Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
Jesus told his disciples to make more disciples as they preached, baptized, and
taught. With this same authority, Jesus still commands us to tell others the Good
News and make them disciples for the kingdom.
When someone is dying or leaving us, his or her last words are very important.
Jesus left the disciples with these last words of instruction: they were under his
authority; they were to make more disciples; they were to baptize and teach these
new disciples to obey Christ; Christ would be with them always. Whereas in
previous missions Jesus had sent his disciples only to the Jews (Matthew 10:5-6),
their mission from now on would be worldwide. Jesus is Lord of the earth, and he
died for the sins of people from all nations.
We are to go—whether it is next door or to another country—and make disciples.
It is not an option, but a command to all who call Jesus “Lord.” We are not all
evangelists in the formal sense, but we have all received gifts that we can use to
help fulfill the Great Commission. As we obey, we have comfort in the knowledge
that Jesus is always with us.
The disciples were to baptize people because baptism unites a believer with Jesus
Christ in his or her death to sin and resurrection to new life. Baptism symbolizes
submission to Christ, a willingness to live God’s way, and identification with
God’s covenant people.
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Jesus was with the disciples physically until he ascended into heaven, and then
spiritually through the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4). The Holy Spirit would be Jesus’
presence that would never leave them (John 14:26). Jesus continues to be with us
today through his Spirit.
The Old Testament prophecies and genealogies in the book of Matthew present
Jesus’ credentials for being King of the world—not a military or political leader, as
the disciples had originally hoped, but a spiritual King who can overcome all evil
and rule in the heart of every person. If we refuse to serve the King faithfully, we
are disloyal subjects, fit only to be banished from the kingdom. We must make
Jesus King of our lives and worship him as our Savior, King, and Lord.

Mark 16:15
And he said unto them, Go ye into the entire world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.
Jesus told his disciples to go into the entire world, telling everyone that he had
paid the penalty for sin and that those who believe in him can be forgiven and live
eternally with God. Christian disciples today in all parts of the world are preaching
this gospel to people who haven’t heard about Christ. The driving power that
carries missionaries around the world and sets Christ’s church in motion is the faith
that comes from the resurrection. Do you ever feel as though you don’t have the
skill or determination to be a witness for Christ? You must personally realize that
Jesus rose from the dead and lives for you today. As you grow in your relationship
with Christ, he will give you both the opportunities and the inner strength to tell his
message.
Luke 24:46-47
And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and
to rise from the dead the third day: [47] And that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

The Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms is a way to describe the entire Old
Testament. In other words, the entire Old Testament points to the Messiah. For
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example, his role as prophet was foretold in Deut. 18:15-20; his sufferings were
prophesied in Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53; his resurrection was predicted in Psalm
16:9-11 and Isaiah 53:10-11.
Jesus opened these people’s minds to understand the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit
does this in our lives today when we study the Bible. Have you ever wondered how
to understand a difficult Bible passage? Besides reading surrounding passages,
asking other people, and consulting reference works, pray that the Holy Spirit will
open your mind to understand, giving you the needed insight to put God’s Word
into action in your life.
Luke wrote to the Greek-speaking world. He wanted them to know that Christ’s
message of God’s love and forgiveness should go to all the world. We must never
ignore the worldwide scope of Christ’s gospel. God wants all the world to hear the
Good News of salvation.
John 20:21
Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent
me, even so send I you.
Jesus again identified himself with his Father. He told the disciples by whose
authority he did his work. Then he passed the job to his disciples of spreading the
gospel of salvation around the world. Whatever God has asked you to do,
remember: (1) your authority comes from God, and (2) Jesus has demonstrated by
words and actions how to accomplish the job he has given you. As the Father sent
Jesus, Jesus sends his followers. . . and you.

Matthew 9:37-38
Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the
labourers are few; [38] Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth labourers into his harvest.

Jesus needs workers who know how to deal with people’s problems. We can
comfort others and show them the way to live because we have been helped with
our problems by God and his laborers (2 Cor. 1:3-7).
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Ezekiel also compared Israel to sheep without a shepherd (Ezekiel 34:5-6). Jesus
came to be the Shepherd, the One who could show people how to avoid life’s
pitfalls (see John 10:14).
Jesus looked at the crowds following him and referred to them as a field ripe for
harvest. Many people are ready to give their lives to Christ if someone would show
them how. Jesus commands us to pray that people will respond to this need for
workers. Often, when we pray for something, God answers our prayers by using us.
Be prepared for God to use you to show another person the way to him.
Isaiah 6:8
Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, whom shall I send, and who will
go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.
Isaiah realized that he was unclean before God, with no hope of measuring up to
God’s standard of holiness. When Isaiah’s lips were touched with a live burning
coal, however, he was told that his sins were forgiven. It wasn’t the coal that
cleansed him, but God. In response Isaiah submitted himself entirely to God’s
service. No matter how difficult his task would be, he said, “Here am I. Send me!”
The painful cleansing process was necessary before Isaiah could fulfill the task to
which God was calling him. Before we accept God’s call to speak for him to those
around us, we must be cleansed as Isaiah was, confessing our sins and submitting
to God’s control. Letting God purify us may be painful, but we must be purified so
that we can truly represent God, who is pure and holy.
The more clearly Isaiah saw God (Isaiah 6:5), the more aware Isaiah became of his
own powerlessness and inadequacy to do anything of lasting value without God.
But he was willing to be God’s spokesman. When God calls, will you also say,
“Here am I. Send me!”?

Romans 10:15
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And how shall they preach, except they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things”!
We must take God’s great message of salvation to others so that they can respond
to the Good News. How will your loved ones and neighbors hear it unless someone
tells them? Is God calling you to take a part in making his message known in your
community? Think of one person who needs to hear the Good News, and think of
something you can do to help him or her hear it. Then take that step as soon as
possible.
2 Tim. 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Paul urged Timothy to remind the believers not to argue over unimportant details
(“quarreling about words”) or have foolish discussions (“godless chatter”) because
such arguments are confusing, useless, and even harmful. False teachers loved to
cause strife and divisions by their meaningless quibbling over unimportant details
(see 1 Tim. 6:3-5). To handle the word of truth correctly, we must study what the
Word of God says so we can understand what it means.
Because God will examine what kind of workers we have been for him, we should
build our lives on his Word and build his Word into our lives—it alone tells us
how to live for him and serve him. Believers who ignore the Bible will certainly be
ashamed at the judgment. Consistent and diligent study of God’s Word is vital;
otherwise we will be lulled into neglecting God and our true purpose for living.

Matthew 10:7-8
And as ye go, preach, saying, “the kingdom of heaven is at hand. [8] Heal the
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received,
freely give”.
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The Jews were waiting for the Messiah to usher in his kingdom. They hoped for a
political and military kingdom that would free them from Roman rule and bring
back the days of glory under David and Solomon.
But Jesus was talking about a spiritual kingdom. The gospel today is that the
kingdom is still near. Jesus, the Messiah, has already begun his kingdom on earth
in the hearts of his followers. One day the kingdom will be fully realized. Then evil
will be destroyed and all people will live in peace with one another.
Jesus gave the disciples a principle to guide their actions as they ministered to
others: “Freely you have received, freely give.” Because God has showered us with
his blessings, we should give generously to others of our time, love, and
possessions.

Chapter 2
Preach the Gospel
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Mark 16:15
And he said unto them, Go ye into the entire world, and preach the gospel
to every creature.
Jesus told his disciples to go into the entire world, telling everyone that he had paid
the penalty for sin and that those who believe in him can be forgiven and live
eternally with God. Christian disciples today in all parts of the world are preaching
this gospel to people who haven’t heard about Christ. The driving power that
carries missionaries around the world and sets Christ’s church in motion is the faith
that comes from the resurrection. Do you ever feel as though you don’t have the
skill or determination to be a witness for Christ? You must personally realize that
Jesus rose from the dead and lives for you today. As you grow in your relationship
with Christ, he will give you both the opportunities and the inner strength to tell his
message.
1 Cor. 15:1-4
Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; [2] By which also ye
are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain. [3] For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; [4]
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:
Most churches contain people who do not yet believe. Some are moving in the
direction of belief, and others are simply pretending. Imposters, however, are not
to be removed (see Matthew 13:28-29), for that is the Lord’s work alone. The
Good News about Jesus Christ will save us if we firmly believe it and faithfully
follow it.

Acts 10:42
And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he
which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.
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Peter’s brief and powerful sermon contains a concise statement of the gospel:
Jesus’ perfect life of servanthood; his death on the cross; his resurrection,
personally witnessed and experienced by Peter; Jesus’ fulfillment of the Scriptures;
and the necessity of personal faith in him. A sermon or witness for Christ does not
need to be long to be effective. It should be Spirit-led and should center on Christ,
the way and the truth and the life.
Two examples of prophets testifying about Jesus and his forgiveness of sins are
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 and Ezekiel 36:25-26.
Romans 1:16
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek.
Paul was not ashamed because his message was the gospel of Christ, the Good
News. It was a message of salvation, it had life-changing power, and it was for
everyone. When you are tempted to be ashamed, remember what the Good News is
all about. If you focus on God and on what God is doing in the world rather than
on your own inadequacy, you won’t be ashamed or
Why did the message go to the Jews first? They had been God’s special people for
more than 2,000 years, ever since God chose Abraham and promised great
blessings to his descendants (Genesis 12:1-3). God did not choose the Jews
because they deserved to be chosen (Deut. 7:7-8; Deut. 9:4-6), but because he
wanted to show his love and mercy to them, teach them, and prepare them to
welcome his Messiah into the world. God chose them, not to play favorites, but so
that they would tell the world about his plan of salvation.

The Christian church in Rome could have been originally composed of Jewish
converts who had attended the Feast of Pentecost (see Acts 2:1ff). By the time Paul
wrote this letter to the Romans, however, many Gentiles had joined the church.
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The Jews and the Gentiles needed to know the relationship between Judaism and
Christianity.
Romans 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.
When sacrificing an animal according to God’s law, a priest would kill the animal,
cut it in pieces, and place it on the altar. Sacrifice was important, but even in the
Old Testament God made it clear that obedience from the heart was much more
important (see 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 40:6; Amos 5:21-24). God wants us to offer
ourselves, not animals, as living sacrifices—daily laying aside our own desires to
follow him, putting all our energy and resources at his disposal and trusting him to
guide us. We do this out of gratitude that our sins have been forgiven.
God has good, pleasing, and perfect plans for his children. He wants us to be
transformed people with renewed minds, living to honor and obey him. Because he
wants only what is best for us, and because he gave his Son to make our new lives
possible, we should joyfully give ourselves as living sacrifices for his service.
Mark 16:16
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned.
It is not the water of baptism that saves, but God’s grace accepted through faith in
Christ.

Because of Jesus’ response to the criminal on the cross who died with him, we
know it is possible to be saved without being baptized (Luke 23:43).
Baptism alone, without faith, does not automatically bring a person to heaven.
Those who refuse to believe will be condemned, regardless of whether or not they
have been baptized.
Matthew 16:19
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And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
The religious leaders thought they held the keys of the kingdom, and they tried to
shut some people out. We cannot decide to open or close the kingdom of heaven
for others, but God uses us to help others find the way inside. To all who believe in
Christ and obey his words, the kingdom doors are swung wide open.
Exodus 20:16
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
Giving false testimony means lying in court. God knew that Israel could not
survive unless its system of justice was incorruptible. We should be honest in our
private dealings as well as in our public statements. In either situation, we “give
false testimony” by leaving something out of a story, telling a half-truth, twisting
the facts, or inventing a falsehood. God warns us against deception. Even though
deception is a way of life for many people, God’s people must not give in to it!

Chapter 3
Believe unto Salvation
John 1:12
13

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name:
All who welcome Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives are reborn spiritually,
receiving new life from God. Through faith in Christ, this new birth changes us
from the inside out—rearranging our attitudes, desires, and motives. Being born
makes you physically alive and places you in your parents’ family (John 1:13).
Being born of God makes you spiritually alive and puts you in God’s family (John
1:12). Have you asked Christ to make you a new person? This fresh start in life is
available to all who believe in Christ.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
The entire gospel comes to a focus in this verse. God’s love is not static or selfcentered; it reaches out and draws others in. Here God sets the pattern of true love,
the basis for all love relationships—when you love someone dearly, you are
willing to give freely to the point of self-sacrifice. God paid dearly with the life of
his Son, the highest price he could pay. Jesus accepted our punishment, paid the
price for our sins, and then offered us the new life that he had bought for us. When
we share the gospel with others, our love must be like Jesus’—willingly giving up
our own comfort and security so that others might join us in receiving God’s love.

Some people are repulsed by the idea of eternal life because their lives are
miserable.
But eternal life is not an extension of a person’s miserable, mortal life; eternal life
is God’s life embodied in Christ given to all believers now as a guarantee that they
will live forever. In eternal life there is no death, sickness, enemy, evil, or sin.
When we don’t know Christ, we make choices as though this life is all we have. In
reality, this life is just the introduction to eternity. Receive this new life by faith
and begin to evaluate all that happens from an eternal perspective.

14

To “believe” is more than intellectual agreement that Jesus is God. It means to put
our trust and confidence in him that he alone can save us. It is to put Christ in
charge of our present plans and eternal destiny. Believing is both trusting his words
as reliable, and relying on him for the power to change. If you have never trusted
Christ, let this promise of everlasting life be yours—and believe.
John 14:6
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.

This is one of the most basic and important passages in Scripture. How
can we know the way to God? Only through Jesus. Jesus is the way
because he is both God and man. By uniting our lives with his, we are
united with God. Trust Jesus to take you to the Father, and all the
benefits of being God’s child will be yours.
Jesus says he is the only way to God the Father. Some people may argue
that this way is too narrow. In reality, it is wide enough for the whole
world, if the world chooses to accept it. Instead of worrying about how
limited it sounds to have only one way, we should be saying, “Thank
you, God, for providing a sure way to get to you!”

As the way, Jesus is our path to the Father. As the truth, he is the reality
of all God’s promises. As the life, he joins his divine life to ours, both
now and eternally.

Romans 3:9
What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;
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Some may think they don’t have to worry about sin because (1) it’s God’s job to
forgive; (2) God is so loving that he won’t judge us; (3) sin isn’t so bad—it teaches
us valuable lessons, or (4) we need to stay in touch with the culture around us. It is
far too easy to take God’s grace for granted.
But God cannot overlook sin. Sinners, no matter how many excuses they make,
will have to answer to God for their sin.
Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
You are free to choose between two masters, but you are not free to manipulate
the consequences of your choice. Each of the two masters pays with his own kind
of currency. The currency of sin is death. That is all you can expect or hope for in
life without God. Christ’s currency is eternal life—new life with God that begins
on earth and continues forever with God. What choice have you made?
Eternal life is a free gift from God. If it is a gift, then it is not something that we
earn, nor something that must be paid back. Consider the foolishness of someone
who receives a gift given out of love and then offers to pay for it. A gift cannot be
purchased by the recipient. A more appropriate response to a loved one who offers
a gift is graceful acceptance with gratitude.

Our salvation is a gift of God, not something of our own doing (Ephes. 2:8-9). He
saved us because of his mercy, not because of any righteous things that we have
done (Titus 3:5). How much more we should accept with thanksgiving the gift that
God has freely given to us.
Romans 10:9
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
Have you ever been asked, “How do I become a Christian?” These verses give
you the beautiful answer—salvation is as close as your own mouth and heart.
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People think it must be a complicated process, but it is not. If we believe in our
hearts and say with our mouths that Christ is the risen Lord, we will be saved.
This verse must be read in context. Paul is not saying Christians will never be put
to shame or be disappointed. There will be times when people will let us down and
when circumstances will take a turn for the worse. Paul is saying that God will
keep his side of the bargain—those who call on him will be saved. God will never
fail to provide righteousness to those who believe.
Ephes. 2:8-9
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.
We become Christians through God’s unmerited grace, not as the result of any
effort, ability, intelligent choice, or act of service on our part. However, out of
gratitude for this free gift, we will seek to help and serve others with kindness, love,
and gentleness, and not merely to please ourselves. While no action or work we do
can help us obtain salvation, God’s intention is that our salvation will result in acts
of service. We are not saved merely for our own benefit but to serve Christ and
build up the church (Ephes. 4:12).
God considers us his works of art, we dare not treat ourselves or others with
disrespect or as inferior work.

Chapter 4
Baptism as an Outward Sign
Luke 3:3
And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins;
Repentance has two sides—turning away from sins and turning toward God. To be
truly repentant, we must do both. We can’t just say we believe and then live any
way we choose (see Luke 3:7-8), and neither can we simply live a morally correct
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life without a personal relationship with God, because that cannot bring
forgiveness from sin. Determine to rid your life of any sins God points out, and put
your trust in him alone to guide you.
Luke 7:29
And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being
baptized with the baptism of John.
The tax collectors (who embodied evil in most people’s minds) and common
people heard John’s message and repented. In contrast, the Pharisees and experts in
the law—religious leaders—rejected his words. Wanting to live their own way,
they justified their own point of view and refused to listen to other ideas. Rather
than trying to force your plans on God, try to discover his plan for you.
Peter and the other disciples had paid a high price—leaving their homes and jobs—
to follow Jesus. But Jesus reminded Peter that following him has its benefits as
well as its sacrifices. Any believer who has had to give up something to follow
Christ will be paid back in this life as well as in the next. For example, if you must
give up a secure job, you will find that God offers a secure relationship with
himself now and forever.

If you must give up your family’s approval, you will gain the love of the family of
God. The disciples had begun to pay the price of following Jesus, and Jesus said
they would be rewarded. Don’t dwell on what you have given up; think about what
you have gained and give thanks for it.

Acts 18:25
This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the
spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the
baptism of John.
Apollos had heard only what John the Baptist had said about Jesus (see Luke 3:118), so his message was not the complete story. John focused on repentance from
sin, the first step. But the whole message is to repent from sin and then believe in
Christ. Apollos did not know about Jesus’ life, crucifixion, and resurrection. Nor
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did he know about the coming of the Holy Spirit. Priscilla and Aquila explained
the way of salvation to him.
Acts 19:3
And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said,
Unto John's baptism.
John’s baptism was a sign of repentance from sin only, not a sign of new life in
Christ. Like Apollos (Acts 18:24-26), these Ephesian believers needed further
instruction on the message and ministry of Jesus Christ. They believed in Jesus as
the Messiah, but they did not understand the significance of his death and
resurrection or the work of the Holy Spirit.
Becoming a Christian involves turning from sin (repentance) and turning to Christ
(faith). These “believers” were incomplete.
In the book of Acts, believers received the Holy Spirit in a variety of ways.
Usually the Holy Spirit would fill a person as soon as he or she professed faith in
Christ. Here that filling happened later because these disciples’ knowledge was
incomplete. God was confirming to these believers, who did not initially know
about the Holy Spirit, that they were a part of the church. The Holy Spirit’s filling
endorsed them as believers.

Pentecost was the formal outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the church. The other
outpourings in the book of Acts were God’s way of uniting new believers to the
church.
Romans 6:4
In the church of Paul’s day, immersion was the usual form of baptism—that is,
new Christians were completely “buried” in water. They understood this form
of baptism to symbolize the death and burial of the old way of life.
Coming up out of the water symbolized the resurrection to new life with Christ.
If we think of our old, sinful life as dead and buried, we have a powerful motive to
resist sin. We can consciously choose to treat the desires and temptations of the old
nature as if they were dead. Then we can continue to enjoy our wonderful new life
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with Jesus (see Galatians 3:27 and Col. 2:12 and Col. 3:1-4 for more on this
concept).
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life.
Ephes. 4:5
One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
God is over all—this shows his overruling care (transcendence). He is through all
and in all—this shows his active presence in the world and in the lives of believers
(immanence). Any view of God that violates either his transcendence or his
immanence does not paint a true picture of God.
Col. 2:12
Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the
faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

In this passage, circumcision is related to baptism; therefore, some see baptism as
the New Testament sign of the covenant, identifying the person with the covenant
community.
Baptism parallels the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, and it also portrays
the death and burial of our sinful old way of life followed by resurrection to new
life in Christ. Remembering that our old sinful life is dead and buried with Christ
gives us a powerful motive to resist sin.
Not wanting the desires of our past to come back to power again, we can
consciously choose to treat our desires as if they were dead. Then we can continue
to enjoy our wonderful new life with Christ (see Galatians 3:27 and Col. 3:1-4).
Hebrews 6:2
Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection
of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
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Certain elementary teachings are essential for all believers to understand. Those
basics include the importance of faith, the foolishness of trying to be saved by
good deeds, the meaning of baptism and spiritual gifts, and the facts of resurrection
and eternal life. To go on to maturity in our understanding, we need to move
beyond (but not away from) the elementary teachings to a more complete
understanding of the faith. And this is what the author intends for them to do
(Hebrews 6:3). Mature Christians should be teaching new Christians the basics.
Then, acting on what they know, the mature will learn even more from God’s
Word.
1 Peter 3:21
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
Peter says that Noah’s salvation through water symbolized baptism, a ceremony
involving water. In baptism we identify with Jesus Christ, who separates us from
the lost and gives us new life. It is not the ceremony that saves us, but faith in
Christ’s death and resurrection.

Baptism is the symbol of the transformation that happens in the hearts of those
who believe (Romans 6:3-5; Galatians 3:27; Col. 2:12). By identifying themselves
with Christ through baptism, Peter’s readers could resist turning back, even under
the pressure of persecution. Public baptism would keep them from the temptation
to renounce their faith.
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Chapter 5
Authority in Heaven and Earth
Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. [19] Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: [20]
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
God gave Jesus authority over heaven and earth. On the basis of that authority,
Jesus told his disciples to make more disciples as they preached, baptized, and
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taught. With this same authority, Jesus still commands us to tell others the Good
News and make them disciples for the kingdom.

Matthew 9:6-8
But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive
sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto
thine house. [7] And he arose, and departed to his house. [8] But when the
multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, which had given such
power unto men.
It’s easy to tell someone his sins are forgiven; it’s a lot more difficult to reverse a
case of paralysis! Jesus backed up his words by healing the man’s legs. Jesus’
action showed that his words were true; he had the power to forgive as well as to
heal. Talk is cheap, but our words lack meaning if our actions do not back them up.
We can say we love God or others, but if we are not taking practical steps to
demonstrate that love, our words are empty and meaningless.

2 Peter 1:3
According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue:
The power to grow doesn’t come from within us, but from God. Because we don’t
have the resources to be truly godly, God allows us to “participate in the divine
nature” in order to keep us from sin and help us live for him. When we are born
again, God by his Spirit empowers us with his own moral goodness. See John 3:6;
John 14:17-23; 2 Cor. 5:21; and 1 Peter 1:22-23.
Philip. 4:6-7
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. [7] And the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.
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Imagine never being “anxious about anything”! It seems like an impossibility—we
all have worries on the job, in our homes, at school. But Paul’s advice is to turn our
worries into prayers. Do you want to worry less? Then pray more! Whenever you
start to worry, stop and pray.
God’s peace is different from the world’s peace (see John 14:27). True peace is not
found in positive thinking, in absence of conflict, or in good feelings. It comes
from knowing that God is in control. Our citizenship in Christ’s kingdom is sure,
our destiny is set, and we can have victory over sin. Let God’s peace guard your
heart against anxiety.
John 14:12
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto
my Father.
Jesus is not saying that his disciples would do more amazing miracles—after all,
raising the dead is about as amazing as you can get. Rather, the disciples, working
in the power of the Holy Spirit, would carry the gospel of God’s kingdom out of
Palestine and into the whole world.
Jeremiah 31:31-32
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: [32] Not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake,
although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord:
God would write his law on their hearts rather than on tablets of stone, as he did
the Ten Commandments. In Jeremiah 17:1 their sin was engraved on their hearts so
that they wanted above all to disobey. This change seems to describe an experience
very much like the new birth, with God taking the initiative. When we turn our
lives over to God, he, by his Holy Spirit, builds into us the desire to obey him.
The old covenant, broken by the people, would be replaced by a new covenant.
The foundation of this new covenant is Christ (Hebrews 8:6). It is revolutionary,
involving not only Israel and Judah, but even the Gentiles. It offers a unique
personal relationship with God himself, with his laws written on individuals’ hearts
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instead of on stone. Jeremiah looked forward to the day when Jesus would come to
establish this covenant. But for us today, this covenant is here. We have the
wonderful opportunity to make a fresh start and establish a permanent, personal
relationship with God (see Jeremiah 29:11; Jeremiah 32:38-40).
Acts 1:8
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
Power from the Holy Spirit is not limited to strength beyond the ordinary—that
power also involves courage, boldness, confidence, insight, ability, and authority.
The disciples would need all these gifts to fulfill their mission. If you believe in
Jesus Christ, you can experience the power of the Holy Spirit in your life.
Jesus promised the disciples that they would receive power to witness after they
received the Holy Spirit. Notice the progression: (1) they would receive the Holy
Spirit, (2) he would give them power, and (3) they would witness with
extraordinary results. Often we try to reverse the order and witness by our own
power and authority. Witnessing is not showing what we can do for God. It is
showing and telling what God has done for us.
Jesus had instructed his disciples to witness to people of all nations about him
(Matthew 28:19-20). But they were told to wait first for the Holy Spirit (Luke
24:49). God has important work for you to do for him, but you must do it by the
power of the Holy Spirit. We often like to get on with the job, even if it means
running ahead of God. But waiting is sometimes part of God’s plan. Are you
waiting and listening for God’s complete instructions, or are you running ahead of
his plans? We need God’s timing and power to be truly effective.
This verse describes a series of ever-widening circles. The gospel was to spread,
geographically, from Jerusalem, into Judea and Samaria, and finally to the whole
world. It would begin with the devout Jews in Jerusalem and Samaria, spread to
the mixed race in Samaria, and finally be offered to the Gentiles in the uttermost
parts of the earth. God’s gospel has not reached its final destination if someone in
your family, your workplace, your school, or your community hasn’t heard about
Jesus Christ. Make sure that you are contributing in some way to the everwidening circle of God’s loving message.
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Matthew 8:9
For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this
man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my
servant, Do this, and he doeth it.
Matthew emphasizes this universal theme—Jesus’ message is for everyone. The
Old Testament prophets knew this (see Isaiah 56:3, 6-8; Isaiah 66:12, 19; Malachi
1:11), but many New Testament Jewish leaders chose to ignore it. Each individual
has to choose to accept or reject the gospel, and no one can become part of God’s
kingdom on the basis of heritage or connections. Having a Christian family is a
wonderful blessing, but it won’t guarantee you eternal life. You must believe in and
follow Christ.

Matthew 7:29
For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
The teachers of the law (religious scholars) often cited traditions and quoted
authorities to support their arguments and interpretations. But Jesus spoke with a
new authority—his own. He didn’t need to quote anyone because he was the
original Word (John 1:1).
Zech. 4:6
Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord
unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts.
Many people believe that to survive in this world a person must be tough, strong,
unbending, and harsh. But God says, “Not by might nor by power, but by my
Spirit.” The key words are “by my Spirit.” It is only through God’s Spirit that
anything of lasting value is accomplished. The returned exiles were indeed weak—
harassed by their enemies, tired, discouraged, and poor. But actually they had God
on their side! As you live for God, determine not to trust in your own strength or
abilities. Instead, depend on God and work in the power of his Spirit! (See also
Hosea 1:7.)
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Chapter 6
The Fate of the Unbeliever
Matthew 12:36-37
But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the day of judgment. [37] For by thy words thou shalt
be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.
Jesus reminds us that what we say reveals what is in our hearts. What kinds of
words come from your mouth? That is an indication of what your heart is really
like. You can’t solve your heart problem, however, just by cleaning up your speech.
You must allow the Holy Spirit to fill you with new attitudes and motives; then
your speech will be cleansed at its source.
John 5:28-29
Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, [29] And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation.
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Those who have rebelled against Christ will be resurrected too, but to hear God’s
judgment against them and to be sentenced to eternity apart from him. There are
those who wish to live well on earth, ignore God, and then see death as final rest.
Jesus does not allow unbelieving people to see death as the end of it all. There is a
judgment to face.
Matthew 25:31-33
When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: [32] And before him shall
be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats: [33] And he shall set the sheep on
his right hand, but the goats on the left.
God will separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The real
evidence of our belief is the way we act. To treat all persons we encounter as if
they are Jesus is no easy task.
What we do for others demonstrates what we really think about Jesus’ words to
us—feed the hungry, give the homeless a place to stay, look after the sick. How
well do your actions separate you from pretenders and unbelievers?
Jesus used sheep and goats to picture the division between believers and
unbelievers. Sheep and goats often grazed together but were separated when it
came time to shear the sheep. Ezekiel 34:17-24 also refers to the separation of
sheep and goats.
2 Peter 2:9
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:
Just as God rescued Lot from Sodom, so he is able to rescue us from the
temptations and trials we face in a wicked world. Lot was not sinless, but he put
his trust in God and was spared when Sodom was destroyed. For more information
on Lot, see his Profile. God also will judge those who cause the temptations and
trials, so we need never worry about justice being done.
Romans 2:5-8
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But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of
God; [6] Who will render to every man according to his deeds: [7] To them
who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and
immortality, eternal life: [8] But unto them that are contentious, and do not
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,
Although God does not usually punish us immediately for sin, his eventual
judgment is certain. We don’t know exactly when it will happen, but we know that
no one will escape that final encounter with the Creator. For more on judgment,
see John 12:48 and Rev. 20:11-15.
Paul says that those who patiently and persistently do God’s will find eternal life.
He is not contradicting his previous statement that salvation comes by faith alone
(Romans 1:16-17). We are not saved by good deeds, but when we commit our lives
fully to God, we want to please him and do his will. As such, our good deeds are a
grateful response to what God has done, not a prerequisite to earning his grace.
Hebrews 9:27
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this comes the
judgment:
All people die physically, but Christ died so that we would not have to die
spiritually. We can have wonderful confidence in his saving work for us, doing
away with sin—past, present, and future. He has forgiven our past sin—when he
died on the cross, he sacrificed himself once for all (Hebrews 9:26); he has given
us the Holy Spirit to help us deal with present sin; he appears for us now in heaven
as our high priest (Hebrews 9:24); and he promises to return (Hebrews 9:28) and
raise us to eternal life in a world where sin will be banished.
1 John 4:17
Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the Day of
Judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.
The Day of Judgment is that time when all people will appear before Christ and be
held accountable for their actions. With God living in us through Christ, we have
no reason to fear this day, because we have been saved from punishment. Instead,
we can look forward to the Day of Judgment, because it will mean the end of sin
and the beginning of a face-to-face relationship with Jesus Christ.
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2 Peter 3:7
But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in
store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly
men.
In Noah’s day the earth was judged by water; at the second coming it will be
judged by fire. This fire is described in Rev. 19:20; Rev. 20:10-15.

Luke 10:13
Woe unto thee, Chorazin! Woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty
works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they
had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
Korazin was a city near the Sea of Galilee, probably about two miles north of
Capernaum. Tyre and Sidon were cities destroyed by God as punishment for their
wickedness (see Ezekiel 26-28).

Jude 1:6
And the angels that kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation,
he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of
the great day.
Jude gave three examples of rebellion: (1) the children of Israel—who, although
they were delivered from Egypt, refused to trust God and enter the promised land
(Numbers 14:26-39); (2) the angels—although they were once pure, holy, and
living in God’s presence, some gave in to pride and joined Satan to rebel against
God (2 Peter 2:4); and (3) the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah—the inhabitants
were so full of sin that God wiped them off the face of the earth (Genesis 19:1-29).
If the chosen people, angels, and sinful cities were punished, how much more
would these false teachers be severely judged?
1 Cor. 15:24-26
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Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God,
even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and
power. [25] For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. [26]
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
This is not a chronological sequence of events, and no specific time for these
events is given. Paul’s point is that the resurrected Christ will conquer all evil,
including death. See Rev. 20:14 for words about the final destruction of death.

Although God the Father and God the Son are equal, each has a special work to do
and an area of sovereign control (1 Cor. 15:28). Christ is not inferior to the Father,
but his work is to defeat all evil on earth. First he defeated sin and death on the
cross, and in the final days, he will defeat Satan and all evil. World events may
seem out of control and justice may seem scarce. But God is in control, allowing
evil to remain for a time until he sends Jesus to earth again. Then Christ will
present to God a perfect new world.
John 5:22
For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the
Son:
Because of his unity with God, Jesus lived as God wanted him to live. Because of
our identification with Jesus, we must honor him and live as he wants us to live.
The questions “What would Jesus do?” and “What would Jesus have me do?” may
help us make the right choices.
Rev. 20:15
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire.
At the judgment, the books are opened. They represent God’s judgment, and in
them are recorded the deeds of everyone, good or evil. We are not saved by deeds,
but deeds are seen as clear evidence of a person’s actual relationship with God.
The book of life contains the names of those who have put their trust in Christ to
save them.
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Death and Hades are thrown into the lake of fire. God’s judgment is finished. The
lake of fire is the ultimate destination of everything wicked—Satan, the beast, the
false prophet, the demons, death, Hades, and all those whose names are not
recorded in the book of life because they did not place their faith in Jesus Christ.
John’s vision does not permit any gray areas in God’s judgment. If by faith we
have not identified with Christ, confessing him as Lord, there will be no hope, no
second chance, no other appeal.

Chapter 7
Speak with New Tongues
Mark 16:17
And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
Speaking in tongues was a significant part of the great commission.
Acts 10:46
For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered
Peter,
Speaking in tongues was not building up the church, but it was magnifying the
Lord.
1 Cor. 14:39
Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with
tongues.
Speaking in an unknown tongue was part of the demonstration and blessings of
the early church. Paul indicates that prophecy was a better gift to build up the
church, as people could understand what was being spoken.
1 Cor. 13:1
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Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity,
I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
In 1 Cor. 12 Paul gave evidence of the Corinthians’ lack of love in the utilization
of spiritual gifts; 1 Cor. 13 defines real love; and 1 Cor. 14 shows how love works.
Love is more important than all the spiritual gifts exercised in the church body.
Great faith, acts of dedication or sacrifice, and miracle-working power produce
very little without love. Love makes our actions and gifts useful. Although people
have different gifts, love is available to everyone.

1 Cor. 14:21
In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak
unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.
The way the Corinthians were speaking in tongues was helping no one because
believers did not understand what was being said, and unbelievers thought that the
people speaking in tongues were crazy. Speaking in tongues was supposed to be a
sign to unbelievers (as it was in Acts 2). After speaking in tongues, believers were
supposed to explain what was said and give the credit to God.
The unsaved people would then be convinced of a spiritual reality and motivated
to look further into the Christian faith. While this is one way to reach unbelievers,
Paul says that clear preaching is usually better (1 Cor. 14:5).
Speaking in tongues was similar to prophecy, but it was to be done in the church
only if the interpretation of what was being said was given.
It is written in the Scriptures, that believers will speak in an unknown languages
and through the lips of foreigners. But even then, they will not listen to the Lord.
Acts 2:4
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
This was a fulfillment of John the Baptist’s words about the Holy Spirit’s baptizing
with fire (Luke 3:16), and of the prophet Joel’s words about the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-29).
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Why tongues of fire? Tongues symbolize speech and the communication of the
gospel. Fire symbolizes God’s purifying presence, which burns away the
undesirable elements of our lives and sets our hearts aflame to ignite the lives of
others. On Mount Sinai, God confirmed the validity of the Old Testament law with
fire from heaven (Exodus 19:16-18). At Pentecost, God confirmed the validity of
the Holy Spirit’s ministry by sending fire.

At Mount Sinai, fire had come down on one place; at Pentecost, fire came down on
many believers, symbolizing that God’s presence is now available to all who
believe in him.
God made his presence known to this group of believers in a spectacular way—
violent wind, fire, and his Holy Spirit. Would you like God to reveal himself to
you in such recognizable ways? He may do so, but be wary of forcing your
expectations on God. In 1 Kings 19:10-13, Elijah also needed a message from God.
There was a great wind, then an earthquake, and finally a fire. But God’s message
came in a “gentle whisper.” God may use dramatic methods to work in your life—
or he may speak in gentle whispers. Wait patiently and always listen.
1 Cor. 14:5
I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for
greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he
interpret, that the church may receive edifying.
Paul says words preached in the hearers’ language are more clear and helpful.
There are many languages in the world (1 Cor. 14:10), and people who speak
different languages can rarely understand each other. It is the same with speaking
in tongues. Although this gift is helpful to many people in private worship, and
helpful in public worship with interpretation, Paul says he would rather speak five
words that his hearers can understand than 10,000 that they cannot (1 Cor. 14:19).
Mark 13:11
But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand
what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you
in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.
Jesus did not imply that studying the Bible and gaining knowledge is useless or
wrong. Before and after his resurrection Jesus himself taught his disciples what to
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say and how to say it. But Jesus was teaching the kind of attitude we should have
when we must take a stand for the gospel. We don’t have to be fearful or defensive
about our faith because the Holy Spirit will be present to give us the right words to
say.

1 Cor. 14:22
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that
believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for
them which believe.
The way the Corinthians were speaking in tongues was helping no one because
believers did not understand what was being said, and unbelievers thought that the
people speaking in tongues were crazy. Speaking in tongues was supposed to be a
sign to unbelievers (as it was in Acts 2). After speaking in tongues, believers were
supposed to explain what was said and give the credit to God. The unsaved people
would then be convinced of a spiritual reality and motivated to look further into the
Christian faith. While this is one way to reach unbelievers, Paul says that clear
preaching is usually better (1 Cor. 14:5).
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Chapter 8
The Sick Shall Recover
Mark 16:15-19
And then he told them, "Go into all the world and preach the Good News to
everyone, everywhere. [16] Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved.
But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned. [17] These signs will
accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons in my name, and
they will speak new languages. [18] They will be able to handle snakes with
safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, it won't hurt them. They will be
able to place their hands on the sick and heal them."
There are times when God intervenes miraculously to protect his followers.
Occasionally he gives them special powers. Paul handled a snake safely (Acts
28:5), and the disciples healed the sick (Matthew 10:1; Acts 3:7-8). This does not
mean, however, that we should test God by putting ourselves in dangerous
situations.
Jesus told his disciples to go into all the world, telling everyone that he had paid
the penalty for sin and that those who believe in him can be forgiven and live
eternally with God. Christian disciples today in all parts of the world are preaching
this gospel to people who haven’t heard about Christ. The driving power that
carries missionaries around the world and sets Christ’s church in motion is the faith
that comes from the resurrection.
Do you ever feel as though you don’t have the skill or determination to be a
witness for Christ? You must personally realize that Jesus rose from the dead and
lives for you today. As you grow in your relationship with Christ, he will give you
both the opportunities and the inner strength to tell his message.
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Isaiah 53:5
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed.
How could an Old Testament person understand the idea of Christ dying for our
sins (our transgressions and iniquities)—actually bearing the punishment that we
deserved? The sacrifices suggested this idea, but it is one thing to kill a lamb, and
something quite different to think of God’s chosen servant as that Lamb. But God
was pulling aside the curtain of time to let the people of Isaiah’s day look ahead to
the suffering of the future Messiah and the resulting forgiveness made available to
all mankind.

1 Peter 2:24
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that
we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed.
We may suffer for many reasons. Some suffering is the direct result of our own sin;
some happens because of our foolishness; and some is the result of living in a
fallen world. Peter is writing about suffering that comes as a result of doing good.
Christ never sinned, and yet he suffered so that we could be set free
When we follow Christ’s example and live for others, we too may suffer. Our goal
should be to face suffering as he did—with patience, calmness, and confidence that
God is in control of the future.
Peter had learned about suffering from Jesus. He knew that Jesus’ suffering was
part of God’s plan (Matthew 16:21-23; Luke 24:25-27, 44-47) and was intended to
save us (Matthew 20:28; Matthew 26:28). He also knew that all who follow Jesus
must be prepared to suffer (Mark 8:34-35). Peter learned these truths from Jesus
and passed them on to us.
Christ died for our sins, in our place, so we would not have to suffer the
punishment we deserve. This is called substitutionary atonement.

James 5:14-15
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Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord: [15] And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the
Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be
forgiven him.
James is referring to someone who is incapacitated physically. In Scripture, oil was
both a medicine (see the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:30-37) and a
symbol of the Spirit of God (as used in anointing kings, see 1 Samuel 16:1-13).
Thus oil can represent both the medical and the spiritual spheres of life. Christians
should not separate the physical and the spiritual—Jesus Christ is Lord over both
the body and the spirit.
People in the church are not alone. Members of Christ’s body should be able to
count on others for support and prayer, especially when they are sick or suffering.
The elders should be on call to respond to the illness of any member, and the
church should stay alert to pray for the needs of all its members.
“The prayer offered in faith” does not refer to the faith of the sick person, but to
the faith of the people praying. God heals, faith doesn’t, and all prayers are subject
to God’s will. But our prayers are part of God’s healing process. That is why God
often waits for our prayers of faith before intervening to heal a person.

Matthew 10:8
Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils:
freely ye have received, freely give.
Jesus gave the disciples a principle to guide their actions as they ministered to
others: “Freely you have received, freely give.” Because God has showered us with
his blessings, we should give generously to others of our time, love, and
possessions.

Luke 4:18
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
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Jesus was quoting from Isaiah 61:1-2. Isaiah pictures the deliverance of Israel from
exile in Babylon as a Year of Jubilee when all debts are cancelled, all slaves are
freed, and all property is returned to original owners (Leviticus 25). But the release
from Babylonian exile had not brought the fulfillment the people had expected;
they were still a conquered and oppressed people. So Isaiah must have been
referring to a future Messianic age. Jesus boldly announced, “Today this scripture
is fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus was proclaiming himself as the One who would
bring this good news to pass, but in a way that the people would not yet be able to
grasp.
Acts 9:34
And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise,
and make thy bed. And he arose immediately.
Matthew 8:13-14
And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed,
so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.
[14] And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother
laid, and sick of a fever.
Peter was one of Jesus’ 12 disciples. For more about Peter, see his Profile.
Peter’s mother-in-law gives us a beautiful example to follow. Her response to
Jesus’ touch was to wait on Jesus and his disciples—immediately. Has God ever
helped you through a dangerous or difficult situation? If so, you should ask, “How
can I express my gratitude to him?”
Because God has promised us all the rewards of his kingdom, we should look for
ways to serve him and his followers now.

Matthew 8:13-14
And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so
be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. [14]
And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid,
and sick of a fever.
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Peter was one of Jesus’ 12 disciples. For more about Peter, see his Profile.
Peter’s mother-in-law gives us a beautiful example to follow. Her response to
Jesus’ touch was to wait on Jesus and his disciples—immediately. Has God ever
helped you through a dangerous or difficult situation? If so, you should ask, “How
can I express my gratitude to him?” Because God has promised us all the rewards
of his kingdom, we should look for ways to serve him and his followers now.
Matthew 9:27
And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and
saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.
“Son

of David” was a popular way of addressing Jesus as the Messiah because it
was known that the Messiah would be a descendant of David (Isaiah 9:7). This is
the first time the title is used in Matthew. Jesus’ ability to give sight to the blind
was prophesied in Isaiah 29:18; Isaiah 35:5; Isaiah 42:7.
Matthew 14:14
And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with
compassion toward them, and he healed their sick.
Jesus sought solitude after the news of John’s death. Sometimes we may need to
deal with our grief alone. Jesus did not dwell on his grief, but returned to the
ministry he came to do.
Jesus performed some miracles as signs of his identity. He used other miracles to
teach important truths. But here we read that he healed people because he “had
compassion on them.” Jesus was, and is, a loving, caring, and feeling person.
When you are suffering, remember that Jesus hurts with you. He has compassion
on you.
Luke 6:17
And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of
his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem,
and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be
healed of their diseases;
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The ministry of both Jesus and the apostles gives evidence that divine healing was
an important witness to Jesus as understanding the father.
His healing power now stands present in believers to manifest God’s love.

Chapter 9
Protection from Evil
Mark 16:15-18
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And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature. [16] He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned. [17] And these signs shall follow them that
believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new
tongues;
[18] They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
There are times when God intervenes miraculously to protect his followers.
Occasionally he gives them special powers. Paul handled a snake safely (Acts
28:5), and the disciples healed the sick (Matthew 10:1; Acts 3:7-8). This does not
mean, however, that we should test God by putting ourselves in dangerous
situations.
John 19:11
Jesus answered, Thou could have no power at all against me, except it were
given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the
greater sin.
Throughout the trial we see that Jesus was in control, not Pilate or the religious
leaders. Pilate vacillated, the Jewish leaders reacted out of hatred and anger, but
Jesus remained composed. He knew the truth, he knew God’s plan, and he knew
the reason for his trial. Despite the pressure and persecution, Jesus remained
unmoved. It was really Pilate and the religious leaders who were on trial, not Jesus.
When you are questioned or ridiculed because of your faith, remember that while
you may be on trial before your accusers, they are on trial before God.

When Jesus said the man who delivered him to Pilate was guiltier than Pilate, he
was not excusing Pilate for reacting to the political pressure placed on him. Pilate
was responsible for his decision about Jesus. Caiaphas and the other religious
leaders were guilty of a greater sin because they premeditated Jesus’ murder.
2 Thes. 3:3
But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.
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Beneath the surface of the routine of daily life, a fierce struggle among invisible
spiritual powers is being waged. Our main defense is prayer that God will protect
us from the evil one and that he will strengthen us. (See also comments on Ephes.
6:10-19 concerning our armor for spiritual warfare.) The following guidelines can
help you prepare for and survive satanic attacks: (1) take the threat of spiritual
attack seriously; (2) pray for strength and help from God; (3) study the Bible to
recognize Satan’s style and tactics; (4) memorize Scripture so it will be a source of
help no matter where you are; (5) associate with those who speak the truth; and (6)
practice what you are taught by spiritual leaders.
1 John 5:19
And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in wickedness.
Christians commit sins, of course, but they ask God to forgive them, and then they
continue serving him. God has freed believers from their slavery to Satan, and he
keeps them safe from Satan’s continued attacks. The rest of the world does not
have the Christian’s freedom to obey God. Unless they come to Christ in faith,
they have no choice but to obey Satan. There is no middle ground; people either
belong to God and obey him, or they live under Satan’s control.

1 Peter 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light:
Christians sometimes speak of “the priesthood of all believers.” In Old Testament
times, people did not approach God directly. A priest acted as intermediary
between God and sinful human beings. With Christ’s victory on the cross, that
pattern changed. Now we can come directly into God’s presence without fear
(Hebrews 4:16), and we are given the responsibility of bringing others to him also
(2 Cor. 5:18-21). When we are united with Christ as members of his body, we join
in his priestly work of reconciling God and man.
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People often base their self-concept on their accomplishments. But our relationship
with Christ is far more important than our jobs, successes, wealth, or knowledge.
We have been chosen by God as his very own, and we have been called to
represent him to others. Remember that your value comes from being one of God’s
children, not from what you can achieve. You have worth because of what God
does, not because of what you do.
2 Samuel 22:3-4
The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from
violence. [4] I will call on the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be
saved from mine enemies.
David calls God “the horn of my salvation,” referring to the strength and defensive
protection animals have in their horns. God had helped David overcome his
enemies and rescued him from his foes.
Isaiah 41:10
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness.

God chose Israel through Abraham because he wanted to, not because the people
deserved it (Deut. 7:6-8; Deut. 9:4-6). Although God chose the Israelites to
represent him to the world, they failed to do this; so God punished them and sent
them into captivity. Now all believers are God’s chosen people, and all share the
responsibility of representing him to the world. One day God will bring all his
faithful people together. We need not fear because (1) God is with us (“I am with
you”), (2) God has established a relationship with us (“I am your God”), and (3)
God gives us assurance of his strength, help, and victory over sin and death.

Isaiah 54:17
No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that
shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of
the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.
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The never changing promise of protection against the enemy includes all weapons,
and spoken judgments. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord. Never fear.
The defense is always here.

Psalm 46:1
To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, A Song upon Alamoth.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
The fear of mountains or cities suddenly crumbling into the sea as the result of a
nuclear blast haunts many people today. But the psalmist says that even if the
world ends, we need not fear. In the face of utter destruction, the writer expressed a
quiet confidence in God’s ability to save him.
It seems impossible to consider the end of the world without becoming consumed
by fear, but the Bible is clear—God is our refuge even in the face of total
destruction. He is not merely a temporary retreat; he is our eternal refuge and can
provide strength in any circumstance.

Psalm 91:1-3
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty. [2] I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my
fortress: my God; in him will I trust. [3] Surely he shall deliver thee from the
snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.
God is a shelter, a refuge when we are afraid. The writer’s faith in the Almighty
God as Protector would carry him through all the dangers and fears of life. This
should be a picture of our trust—trading all our fears for faith in him, no matter
how intense our fears. To do this we must “dwell” and “rest” with him (Psalm
91:1). By entrusting ourselves to his protection and pledging our daily devotion to
him, we will be kept safe.
Psalm 121:7-8
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The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. [8]
The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth,
and even for evermore.
This song expresses assurance and hope in God’s protection day and night. He not
only made the hills but heaven and earth as well. We should never trust a lesser
power than God himself. But not only is he all-powerful, he also watches over us.
Nothing diverts or deters him. We are safe. We never outgrow our need for God’s
untiring watch over our lives.

Chapter 10
Receive Your Inheritance
Genesis 13:2
And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.
In Abram’s day, sheep and cattle owners could acquire great wealth. Abram’s
wealth not only included silver and gold, but also livestock. These animals were a
valuable commodity used for food, clothing, tent material, and sacrifices. They
were often traded for other goods and services. Abram was able to watch his
wealth grow and multiply daily.
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Genesis 17:6-7
And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and
kings shall come out of thee. [7] And I will establish my covenant between me
and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.
Why did God repeat his covenant to Abram? Twice before, he had mentioned this
agreement (Genesis 12 and Genesis 15). Here, however, God was bringing it into
focus and preparing to carry it out. He revealed to Abram several specific parts of
his covenant: (1) God would give Abram many descendants; (2) many nations
would descend from him; (3) God would maintain his covenant with Abram’s
descendants; (4) God would give Abram’s descendants the land of Canaan.

Hebrews 3:6
But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast
the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.

The author uses different pictures to explain Jesus’ relationship to believers: he is
(1) the apostle (“one who is sent”) of God, to whom we should listen; (2) our high
priest, through whom we come to God the Father; and (3) the ruler of God’s house
(“faithful as a son over God’s house”), whom we should obey.
The Bible is filled with different names for and pictures of Jesus Christ, and each
one reveals something more about his nature and ministry. What do these images
teach you about your relationship with Christ?
Because Christ lives in us as believers, we can remain courageous and hopeful to
the end. We are not saved by being steadfast and firm in our faith, but our courage
and hope do reveal that our faith is real. Without this enduring faithfulness, we
could easily be blown away by the winds of temptation, false teaching, or
persecution. (See also Hebrews 3:14.)

Genesis 22:17
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That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed
as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and
thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;
Abraham received abundant blessings because he did not hold back, but obeyed
God. First, God gave Abraham’s descendants the ability to conquer their enemies.
Second, God promised Abraham children and grandchildren who would in turn
bless the whole earth. People’s lives would be changed as a result of knowing of
the faith of Abraham and his descendants. Most often we think of blessings as gifts
to be enjoyed. But when God blesses us, his blessings are intended to overflow to
others.

Rev. 1:18
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

As the Roman government stepped up its persecution of Christians, John must
have wondered if the church could survive and stand against the opposition. But
Jesus appeared in glory and splendor, reassuring John that he and his fellow
believers had access to God’s strength to face these trials. If you are facing difficult
problems, remember that the power available to John and the early church is also
available to you (see 1 John 4:4).
Our sins have convicted and sentenced us, but Jesus holds the keys of death and
Hades. He alone can free us from eternal bondage to Satan. He alone has the power
and authority to set us free from sin’s control. Believers don’t have to fear Hades
or death, because Christ holds the keys to both. All we must do is turn from sin and
turn to him in faith. When we attempt to control our lives and disregard God, we
set a course that leads directly to hell. But when we place our lives in Christ’s
hands, he restores us now and resurrects us later to an eternal, peaceful relationship
with him.
Hebrews 6:13-14

48

For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no
greater, he sware by himself, [14] Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and
multiplying I will multiply thee.
Hope keeps the Christian from becoming lazy or feeling bored. Like an athlete,
train hard and run well, remembering the reward that lies ahead (Phil. 3:14).
Abraham waited patiently—it was 25 years from the time God had promised him a
son (Genesis 17:16) to Isaac’s birth (Genesis 21:1-3). Because our trials and
temptations are often so intense, they seem to last for an eternity. Both the Bible
and the testimony of mature Christians encourage us to wait for God to act in his
timing, even when our needs seem too great to wait any longer.
Romans 4:13
For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of
faith.
Rituals did not earn any reward for Abraham; he had been blessed long before the
circumcision ceremony was introduced.
Abraham found favor with God by faith alone, before he was circumcised. Genesis
12:1-4 tells of God’s call to Abraham when he was 75 years old; the circumcision
ceremony was introduced when he was 99 (Genesis 17:1-14). Ceremonies and
rituals serve as reminders of our faith, and they instruct new and younger believers.
But we should not think that they give us any special merit before God. They are
outward signs and seals that demonstrate inward belief and trust. The focus of our
faith should be on Christ and his saving actions, not on our own actions.

Romans 4:18 - 21
Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of
many nations; according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. And
being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he
was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb:
[20] He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong
in faith, giving glory to God; [21] And being fully persuaded that, what he had
promised, he was able also to perform.
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Abraham never doubted that God would fulfill his promise. Abraham’s life was
marked by mistakes, sins, and failures as well as by wisdom and goodness, but he
consistently trusted God. His faith was strengthened by the obstacles he faced, and
his life was an example of faith in action. If he had looked only at his own
resources for subduing Canaan and founding a nation, he would have given up in
despair. But Abraham looked to God, obeyed him, and waited for God to fulfill his
word.
Through the Great Commission Bible College, we make and send forth disciples.
We plant churches, and equip the leaders with the word of God.
Become a part of this great international ministry to the world.
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