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Forward
No prophecy is a matter of one’s own interpretation
2 Peter 1:20-21
But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
As the Scripture is the revelation of the mind and will of God, every man ought to
search it, to understand the sense and meaning.
The Christian knows that book to be the word of God, in which he tastes a
sweetness, and feels a power, and sees a glory, truly divine.
And the prophecies already fulfilled in the person and salvation of Christ, and in
the great concerns of the church and the world, form an unanswerable proof of the
truth of Christianity.
The Holy Ghost inspired holy men to speak and write. He so assisted and directed
them in delivering what they had received from him, that they clearly expressed
what they made known.
So that the Scriptures are to be accounted the words of the Holy Ghost, and all the
plainness and simplicity, all the power and all the propriety of the words and
expressions, come from God.
Mix faith with what you find in the Scriptures, and esteem and reverence the Bible
as a book written by holy men, taught by the Holy Ghost.
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Chapter 1

Prophecies in the Old Testament
Nehemiah 9:30
"However, you bore with them for many years, and admonished them by Your
Spirit through Your prophets, yet they would not give ear. Therefore you gave
them into the hand of the peoples of the lands.
They spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and what they said is to be
received accordingly.
The result was, wonder at the Lord's mercies, and the feeling that sin had brought
them to their present state, from which nothing but unmerited love could rescue
them. And is not their conduct a specimen of human nature? Let us study the
history of our land, and our own history.
Let us frequently do so, that we may be kept humble, thankful, and watchful.
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Zechariah 7:12
"They made their hearts like flint so that they could not hear the law and the words
which the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets;
therefore great wrath came from the LORD of hosts.
The law of God lays restraint upon the heart. But they filled their minds with
prejudices against the word of God.
Nothing is harder than the heart of a presumptuous sinner. See the fatal
consequences of this to their fathers. Great sins against the Lord of hosts, bring
great wrath from his power, which cannot be resisted. Sin, if regarded in the heart,
will certainly spoil the success of prayer.
The Lord always hears the cry of the broken-hearted penitent; yet all who die
impenitent and unbelieving, will find no remedy or refuge from miseries which
while here they despised and defied, but which they then will not be able to bear.

God spoke in many portions and many ways.
Hebrews 1:1
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in
many ways.
God spake to his ancient people at sundry times, through successive generations,
and in divers manners, as he thought proper; sometimes by personal directions,
sometimes by dreams, sometimes by visions, sometimes by Divine influences on
the minds of the prophets.
The gospel revelation is excellent above the former; in that it is a revelation which
God has made by his Son.
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Samuel hears the word of the Lord.
1 Samuel 15:10
Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying,
Repentance in God is not a change of mind, as it is in us, but a change of method.
The change was in Saul; "He is turned back from following me." Hereby he made
God his enemy. Samuel spent a whole night in pleading for Saul.
The rejection of sinners is the grief of believers: God delights not in their death,
nor should we. Saul boasts to Samuel of his obedience. Thus sinners think, by
justifying themselves, to escape being judged of the Lord.
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Chapter 2

The word of the Lord comes to Nathan.
2 Samuel 7:4
But in the same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying,
Blessings are promised to the family and posterity of David. These promises relate
to Solomon, David's immediate successor, and the royal line of Judah.
But they also relate to Christ, who is often called David and the Son of David. To
him God gave all power in heaven and earth, with authority to execute judgment.
The word of the Lord came to the prophet
1 Kings 13:20
Now it came about, as they were sitting down at the table, that the word of the
LORD came to the prophet who had brought him back;
We may wonder that the wicked prophet went unpunished, while the holy man of
God was suddenly and severely punished. What shall we make of this?
The judgments of God are beyond our power to fathom; and there is a judgment to
come. Nothing can excuse any act of wilful disobedience.
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This shows what they must expect who hearken to the great deceiver. They that
yield to him as a tempter, will be terrified by him as a tormentor.
Those whom he now fawns upon, he will afterwards fly upon; and whom he draws
into sin, he will try to drive to despair.

The word of the Lord comes to Jehu.
1 Kings 16:1
Now the word of the LORD came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha,
saying.
This chapter relates wholly to the kingdom of Israel, and the revolutions of that
kingdom. God calls Israel his people still, though wretchedly corrupted.
Jehu foretells the same destruction to come upon Baasha’s family, which that king
had been employed to bring upon the family of Jeroboam.
Those who resemble others in their sins, may expect to resemble them in the
plagues they suffer, especially those who seem zealous against such sins in others
as they allow in themselves.
The word of the Lord came to Elijah
1 Kings 17:1-2
And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As
the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain
these years, but according to my word. And the word of the Lord came unto him,
saying,
God wonderfully suits men to the work he designs them for. The times were fit for
an Elijah; an Elijah was fit for them. The Spirit of the Lord knows how to fit men
for the occasions. Elijah let Ahab know that God was displeased with the idolaters,
and would chastise them by the want of rain, which it was not in the power of the
gods they served to bestow. Elijah was commanded to hide himself.
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The word of the Lord came to Isaiah.
2 Kings 20:4
Before Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the word of the LORD came to
him, saying,
Hezekiah was sick unto death, in the same year in which the king of Assyria
besieged Jerusalem. A warning to prepare for death was brought to Hezekiah by
Isaiah. Prayer is one of the best preparations for death, because by it we fetch in
strength and grace from God, to enable us to finish well.
He wept sorely: some gather from hence that he was unwilling to die; it is in the
nature of man to dread the separation of soul and body. There was also something
peculiar in Hezekiah's case; he was now in the midst of his usefulness.
The word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah.
Jeremiah 1:2
To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king
of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.
Jeremiah's early call to the work and office of a prophet is stated. He was to be a
prophet, not to the Jews only, but to the neighboring nations.
He is still a prophet to the whole world, and it would be well if they would attend
to these warnings. The Lord who formed us, knows for what particular services
and purposes he intended us. But unless he sanctify us by his new-creating Spirit,
we shall neither be fit for his holy service on earth, nor his holy happiness in
heaven.
The word of the Lord came to Ezekiel
Ezekiel 6:1
And the word of the LORD came to me saying,
War desolates persons, places, and things esteemed most sacred. God ruins
idolatries even by the hands of idolaters. It is just with God to make that a
9

desolation, which we make an idol. The superstitions to which many trust for
safety, often cause their ruin. And the day is at hand, when idols and idolatry will
be as thoroughly destroyed from the professedly Christian church as they were
from among the Jews.
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Chapter 3

The word of the Lord came to Jonah.
Jonah 1:1
The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying,
It is sad to think how much sin is committed in great cities. Their wickedness, as
that of Nineveh, is a bold and open affront to God. Jonah must go at once to
Nineveh, and there, on the spot, cry against the wickedness of it. Jonah would not
go.
Probably there are few among us who would not have tried to decline such a
mission. Providence seemed to give him an opportunity to escape; we may be out
of the way of duty, and yet may meet with a favourable gale.
The ready way is not always the right way. See what the best of men are, when
God leaves them to themselves; and what need we have, when the word of the
Lord comes to us, to have the Spirit of the Lord to bring every thought within us
into obedience.
The word of the Lord came to Haggai.
Haggai 2:10
On the twenty-fourth of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of
the LORD came to Haggai the prophet, saying,

11

Many spoiled this good work, by going about it with unholy hearts and hands, and
were likely to gain no advantage by it. The sum of these two rules of the law is,
that sin is more easily learned from others than holiness. The impurity of their
hearts and lives shall make the work of their hands, and all their offerings, unclean
before God. The case is the same with us. When employed in any good work, we
should watch over ourselves, lest we render it unclean by our corruptions.
The word of the Lord came to Zechariah.
Zechariah 1:1
In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to
Zechariah the prophet, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo saying,
God's almighty power and sovereign dominion, should engage and encourage
sinners to repent and turn to Him. It is very desirable to have the Lord of hosts for
our friend, and very dreadful to have him for our enemy. Review what is past, and
observe the message God sent by his servants, the prophets, to your fathers. Turn
you now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings.

Be not afraid of a false prophet.
Deuteronomy 18:22
"When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come
about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken the prophet
has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.
Woe then to those who refuse to hearken to His voice, to accept His salvation, or
yield obedience to His sway! But happy they who trust in Him, and obey Him. He
will lead them in the paths of safety and peace, until He brings them to the land of
perfect light, purity, and happiness. Here is a caution against false prophets.
It highly concerns us to have a right touchstone wherewith to try the word we hear,
that we may know what that word is which the Lord has not spoken. Whatever is
against the plain sense of the written word, or which gives countenance or
encouragement to sin, we may be sure is not that which the Lord has spoken.
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A true prophet prophesies of peace.
Jeremiah 28:9
"The prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet comes to
pass, then that prophet will be known as one whom the LORD has truly sent."
The prophet who spake only of peace and prosperity, without adding that they
must not by wilful sin stop God's favours, will be proved a false prophet. Those
who do not declare the alarming as well as the encouraging parts of God's word,
and call men to repentance, and faith, and holiness, tread in the steps of the false
prophets.

Inspirational Prophecy in the New Testament.
Matthew 21:11
And the crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee."
Those that take Christ for their King, must lay their all under his feet. Hosanna
signifies, Save now, we beseech thee! Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord! But of how little value is the applause of the people!
The changing multitude join the cry of the day, whether it be Hosanna, or crucify
him. Multitudes often seem to approve the gospel, but few become consistent
disciples. When Jesus was come into Jerusalem all the city was moved; some
perhaps were moved with joy, who waited for the Consolation of Israel; others, of
the Pharisees, were moved with envy. So various are the motions in the minds of
men upon the approach of Christ's kingdom.
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Chapter 4

A prophet is not honored in his home town.
Mark 6:4
Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and
among his own relatives and in his own household."
Our Lord's countrymen tried to prejudice the minds of people against him. Is not
this the carpenter? Our Lord Jesus probably had worked in that business with his
father. He thus put honour upon mechanics, and encouraged all persons who eat by
the labour of their hands.
It becomes the followers of Christ to content themselves with the satisfaction of
doing good, although they are denied the praise of it. How much did these
Nazarenes lose by obstinate prejudices against Jesus! May Divine grace deliver us
from that unbelief, which renders Christ a savor of death, rather than of life to the
soul. Let us, like our Master, go and teach cottages and peasants the way of
salvation.
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Jesus was a prophet.
Mark 8:27-28
Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and
on the way He questioned His disciples, saying to them, "Who do people say that I
am?" They told Him, saying, "John the Baptist; and others say Elijah; but others,
one of the prophets."
These things are written, that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God. These miracles of our Lord assure us that he was not conquered, but a
Conqueror. Now the disciples are convinced that Jesus is the Christ; they may bear
to hear of his sufferings, of which Christ here begins to give them notice.
God visited his people through a great prophet.
Luke 7:16
Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, "A great prophet has
arisen among us!" and, "God has visited His people!"
When Christ put life into him, it appeared by the youth's sitting up. Have we grace
from Christ? Let us show it. He began to speak: whenever Christ gives us spiritual
life, he opens the lips in prayer and praise. When dead souls are raised to spiritual
life, by Divine power going with the gospel, we must glorify God, and look upon it
as a gracious visit to his people.
Let us seek for such an interest in our compassionate Saviour that we may look
forward with joy to the time when the Redeemer's voice shall call forth all that are
in their graves. May we be called to the resurrection of life, not to that of
damnation.
Jesus of Nazareth was a great prophet.
Luke 24:17-19
And He said to them, "What are these words that you are exchanging with one
another as you are walking?" And they stood still, looking sad. One of them,
named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, "Are You the only one visiting
Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?"
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And He said to them, "What things?" And they said to Him, "The things about
Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of
God and all the people,
Those who seek Christ, shall find him: he will manifest himself to those that
inquire after him; and give knowledge to those who use the helps for knowledge
which they have. No matter how it was, but so it was, they did not know him; he so
ordering it, that they might the more freely discourse with him.
The woman knew Jesus to be a prophet.
John 4:19
The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.
Toil came in with sin; therefore Christ, having made himself a curse for us,
submitted to it. Also, he was a poor man, and went all his journeys on foot. Being
wearied, he sat thus on the well; he had no couch to rest upon. He sat thus, as
people wearied with travelling sit. Surely, we ought readily to submit to be like the
Son of God in such things as these. Christ asked a woman for water. She was
surprised because he did not show the anger of his own nation against the
Samaritans. Moderate men of all sides are men wondered at. Christ took the
occasion to teach her Divine things: he converted this woman, by showing her
ignorance and sinfulness, and her need of a Saviour
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Chapter 5

God appointed prophets in the church.
1 Corinthians 12:28-29
And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds
of tongues. All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are
not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they?
It is like the members of the same body being without concern for one another, or
quarrelling with each other.
The proud, contentious spirit that prevailed, as to spiritual gifts, was thus
condemned. The offices and gifts, or favours, dispensed by the Holy Spirit, are
noticed. Chief ministers; persons enabled to interpret Scripture; those who
laboured in word and doctrine; those who had power to heal diseases; such as
helped the sick and weak; such as disposed of the money given in charity by the
church, and managed the affairs of the church; and such as could speak divers
languages.
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Prophecy according your proportion of faith.
Romans 12:6
Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;
We are to do all the good we can, one to another, and for the common benefit. If
we duly thought about the powers we have, and how far we fail properly to
improve them, it would humble us. But as we must not be proud of our talents, so
we must take heed lest, under a pretence of humility and self-denial, we are
slothful in laying out ourselves for the good of others.
We must not say, I am nothing, therefore I will sit still, and do nothing; but, I am
nothing in myself, and therefore I will lay out myself to the utmost, in the strength
of the grace of Christ
God gives to some the gift of prophecy.
1 Corinthians 12:10
And to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another
the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the
interpretation of tongues.
No difficulties or dangers should keep the sinner from coming to the Savior, nor
drive the believer from the path of duty. Those who break through, and overcome
in these attempts, will find abundant recompense. From the words of Amasai we
may learn how to testify our affection and allegiance to the Lord Jesus; his we
must be throughly; on his side we must be forward to appear and act
To some he gave the gift of prophecy.
Ephesians 4:11
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers,
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Christians should beware of all such discourse. It is the duty of Christians to seek,
by the blessing of God, to bring persons to think seriously, and to encourage and
warn believers by their conversation. Be ye kind one to another. This sets forth the
principle of love in the heart, and the outward expression of it, in a humble,
courteous behaviour. Mark how God's forgiveness causes us to forgive. God
forgives us, though we had no cause to sin against him.
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Chapter 6

Are all prophets?
1 Corinthians 12:29
All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers,
are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they?
What holds the last and lowest rank in this list, is the power to speak languages;
how vain, if a man does so merely to amuse or to exalt himself! See the
distribution of these gifts, not to every one alike, 1Co 12:29, 30. This were to make
the church all one, as if the body were all ear, or all eye.
The Spirit distributes to every one as he will. We must be content though we are
lower and less than others. We must not despise others, if we have greater gifts.
How blessed the Christian church, if all the members did their duty! Instead of
coveting the highest stations, or the most splendid gifts, let us leave the
appointment of his instruments to God, and those in whom he works by his
providence.
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Prophets can know mysteries.
1 Corinthians 13:1-2
If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and
know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
A clear head and a deep understanding, are of no value without a benevolent and
charitable heart. There may be an open and lavish hand, where there is not a liberal
and charitable heart. Doing good to others will do none to us, if it be not done from
love to God, and good-will to men.

Let all things be done for edification.
1 Corinthians 14:26
What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm,
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, and has an interpretation. Let all
things be done for edification.
As to the speaking in an unknown tongue, if another were present who could
interpret, two miraculous gifts might be exercised at once, and thereby the church
be edified, and the faith of the hearers confirmed at the same time.
God has given to everyone a measure of faith.
Romans 12:3-6
For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly,
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
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For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same
office:
So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;
All the saints make up one body in Christ, who is the Head of the body, and the
common Centre of their unity. In the spiritual body, some are fitted for and called
to one sort of work; others for another sort of work. We are to do all the good we
can, one to another, and for the common benefit. If we duly thought about the
powers we have, and how far we fail properly to improve them, it would humble
us.

But as we must not be proud of our talents, so we must take heed lest, under a
pretence of humility and self-denial, we are slothful in laying out ourselves for the
good of others. We must not say, I am nothing, therefore I will sit still, and do
nothing; but, I am nothing in myself, and therefore I will lay out myself to the
utmost, in the strength of the grace of Christ.

A prophet speaks for edification, exhortation and consolation.
1 Corinthians 14:3-5
But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and
consolation. One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies
edifies the church. Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that
you would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in
tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying.
This drew attention, more than the plain interpretation of Scripture; it gratified
pride more, but promoted the purposes of Christian charity less; it would not
equally do good to the souls of men.
What cannot be understood, never can edify.
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Chapter 7

Be good stewards of your special gift.
1 Peter 4:10
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.
The nature of a Christian's work, which is high work and hard work, the goodness
of the Master, and the excellence of the reward, all require that our endeavours
should be serious and earnest. And in all the duties and services of life, we should
aim at the glory of God as our chief end. He is a miserable, unsettled wretch, who
cleaves to himself, and forgets God; is only perplexed about his credit, and gain,
and base ends, which are often broken, and which, when he attains, both he and
they must shortly perish together.
Prophesying is greater than speaking in tongues.
1 Corinthians 14:5
Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy;
and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he
interprets, so that the church may receive edifying.
.No advantage can be reaped from the most excellent discourses, if delivered in
language such as the hearers cannot speak or understand. Every ability or
possession is valuable in proportion to its usefulness. Even fervent, spiritual
23

affection must be governed by the exercise of the understanding, else men will
disgrace the truths they profess to promote.

Your sons and your daughter shall prophecy.
Acts 2:17
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
Though Peter was filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake with tongues as the Spirit
gave him utterance, yet he did not think to set aside the Scriptures. Christ's scholars
never learn above their Bible; and the Spirit is given, not to do away the Scriptures,
but to enable us to understand, approve, and obey them.

Agabus prophesied of a great famine.
Acts 11:27-28
Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of
them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would
certainly be a great famine all over the world and this took place in the reign of
Claudius.
The proper meaning of this name is, a follower of Christ; it denotes one who, from
serious thought, embraces the religion of Christ, believes his promises, and makes
it his chief care to shape his life by Christ's precepts and example. Hence it is plain
that multitudes take the name of Christian to whom it does not rightly belong.
But the name without the reality will only add to our guilt. While the bare
profession will bestow neither profit nor delight, the possession of it will give both
the promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. Grant, Lord, that
Christians may forget other names and distinctions, and love one another as the
followers of Christ ought to do
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Judas and Silas were prophets.
Acts 15:32
Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged and strengthened the
brethren with a lengthy message.
It was a comfort to hear that carnal ordinances were no longer imposed on them,
which perplexed the conscience, but could not purify or pacify it; and that those
who troubled their minds were silenced, so that the peace of the church was
restored, and that which threatened division was removed.
All this was consolation for which they blessed God. Many others were at
Antioch. Where many labour in the word and doctrine, yet there may be
opportunity for us: the zeal and usefulness of others should stir us up, not lay us
asleep.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior
and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
References:
Verse Concept: Matthew Henry’s Concept Bible Commentary.
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May the Holy Spirit Bless Your Ministry
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