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Isaiah 53

Jesus, the Messiah would suffer for the sins of the world
Isaiah 1:1
Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For
he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he
hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that
we should desire him.
This chapter continues to speak of the Messiah, Jesus, who would suffer for the
sins of all people. Such a prophecy is astounding!
Who would believe that God would choose to save the world through a humble,
suffering servant rather than a glorious king?
The idea is contrary to human pride and worldly thinking. But God often works in
ways we don't expect. The Messiah's strength is shown by humility, suffering, and
mercy.

Jesus Christ does not come into the world as a great king.
Isaiah 53:2-3
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire him.
There was nothing beautiful or majestic in the physical appearance of this servant.
Israel would miscalculate the servant's importance—they would consider him an
ordinary man. But even though Jesus would not attract a large following based on
his physical appearance, he would bring salvation and healing. Many people
miscalculate the importance of Jesus' life and work, and they need faithful
Christians to point out his extraordinary nature.
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He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him
not.

Jesus bore our sins and sorrows to bring peace and healing.
Isaiah 53:4-5
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
How could an Old Testament person understand the idea of Christ dying for our
sins—actually bearing the punishment that we deserved? The sacrifices suggested
this idea, but it is one thing to kill a lamb, and something quite different to think of
God's chosen servant as that Lamb.
But God was pulling aside the curtain of time to let the people of Isaiah’s day look
ahead to the suffering of the future Messiah and the resulting forgiveness made
available to all people.

God laid the iniquity of all on Jesus Christ.
Isaiah 53:6
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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Isaiah speaks of Israel straying from God and compares them to wandering sheep.
Yet God would send the Messiah to bring them back into the fold. We have the
hindsight to see and know the identity of the promised Messiah, who has come and
died for our sins. But if we know all that Jesus did and still reject him, our sin is
much greater than that of the ancient Israelites, who could not see what we have
seen.
Jesus refused to answer questions of the unbelievers.
Isaiah 53:7
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he
opened not his mouth.

Jesus was stricken for the transgressions of God’s people.
Isaiah 53:8
He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his
generation? For he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of
my people was he stricken.

No deceit was found in the mouth of Jesus the redeemer.
Isaiah 53:9
And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he
had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.
In the Old Testament, people offered animals as sacrifices for their sins. Here, the
sinless servant of the Lord offers himself for our sins.
He is the Lamb offered for the sins of all people The Messiah suffered for our sake,
bearing our sins to make us acceptable to God. What can we say to such love?
How will we respond to him?
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The soul of Jesus was made an offering for sin.
Isiah 53:10
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days,
and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.

Believers will be justified by Christ’s work on the cross.

Isaiah 53:11
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall
my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.
This verse tells of the enormous family of believers who will become right with
God, not by their own works, but by the Messiah’s great work on the cross.

The portion given to Jesus shall be great.

Isaiah 53:12
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was
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numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.
They are justified because they have claimed Christ, the righteous servant, as their
Savior and Lord

Verses supporting Isaiah 53.

The shepherd gives his life for the sheep.
John 10:11-16
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he
that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and
scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is a hireling, and careth not for
the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.
As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for
the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
A hired hand tends the sheep for money, while the shepherd does it out of love.
The shepherd owns the sheep and is committed to them. Jesus is not merely doing
a job; he is committed to love us and even lay down his life for us. False teachers
and false prophets do not have this commitment.
The "other sheep" were non-Jews. Jesus came to save Gentiles as well as Jews.
This is an insight into his worldwide mission—to die for the sins of the world.
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People tend to want to restrict God's blessings to their own group, but Jesus refuses
to be limited by the fences we build.
Jesus is the Lamb of God.
John 1:29
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Every morning and evening, a lamb was sacrificed in the Temple for the sins of the
people (Exodus 29:38-42). Isaiah 53:7 prophesied that the Messiah, God's servant,
would be led to the slaughter like a lamb.
To pay the penalty for sin, a life had to be given—and God chose to provide the
sacrifice himself. The sins of the world were removed when Jesus died as the
perfect sacrifice. This is the way our sins are forgiven (1 Corinthians 5:7).
The "sin of the world" means everyone's sin, the sin of each individual. Jesus paid
the price of your sin by his death. You can receive forgiveness by confessing your
sin to him and asking for his forgiveness.
Jesus is worthy to open the scroll.
Revelation 5:6-14
And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God are sent forth into all the earth.
[7] And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the
throne. [8] And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty
elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden
vials full of odors, which are the prayers of saints.
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our
God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. And I beheld, and I heard
the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and
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the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands;
Saying with a loud voice, worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. [13] And
every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such
as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for
ever and ever.
And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and
worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.
This scene shows us that only the Lamb, Jesus Christ, is worthy to open the scroll
(the events of history). Jesus, not Satan, holds the future. Jesus Christ is in control,
and he alone is worthy to set into motion the events of the last days of history.

Confession and belief leads to salvation
Romans 10:9-10
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. [10] For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.
The prophet Ezekiel also had a vision in which he was told to eat a scroll filled
with judgments against the nation of Israel (Ezekiel 3:1ff). The taste was sweet in
his mouth, but the scroll's contents brought destruction—just like the scroll John
was told to eat. God's Word is sweet to us as believers because it brings
encouragement, but it sours our stomach because of the coming judgment we must
pronounce on unbelievers.
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Christ was free of sin for us.
2 Corinthians 5:21
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him.
When we trust in Christ, we make an exchange: He takes our sin and makes us
right with God. Our sin was laid on Christ at his crucifixion. His righteousness is
given to us at our conversion. This is what Christians mean by Christ's atonement
for sin. In the world, bartering works only when two people exchange goods of
relatively equal value. But God offers to trade his righteousness for our sin—
something of immeasurable worth for something completely worthless. How
grateful we should be for his kindness to us.
Their life of sin is stripped away, and they are clothed with Christ's goodness.
Ephesians 4:22-24
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts; [23] And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
[24] And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness.

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.

Rev. 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior
and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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