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Overview
JOHN THE BAPTIST AIMED AT OBEDIENCE
John’s story is told in all four Gospels. His coming was predicted in Isaiah 40:3
and Malachi 4:5; and he is mentioned in Acts 1:5, 22; Acts 10:37; Acts 11:16;
Acts 13:24-25; Acts 18:25; Acts 19:3-4.
There’s no getting around it—John the Baptist was unique. He wore odd clothes
and ate strange food and preached an unusual message to the Judeans who went
out to the wastelands to see him.
But John did not aim at uniqueness for its own sake. Instead, he aimed at
obedience. He knew he had a specific role to play in the world—announcing the
coming of the Savior—and he put all his energies into this task. Luke tells us that
John was in the desert when God’s word of direction came to him. John was ready
and waiting. The angel who had announced John’s birth to Zechariah had made it
clear this child was to be a Nazirite—one set apart for God’s service. John
remained faithful to that calling.
This wild-looking man had no power or position in the Jewish political system, but
he spoke with almost irresistible authority. People were moved by his words
because he spoke the truth, challenging them to turn from their sins and baptizing
them as a symbol of their repentance. They responded by the hundreds. But even as
people crowded to him, he pointed beyond himself, never forgetting that his main
role was to announce the coming of the Savior.
The words of truth that moved many to repentance goaded others to resistance and
resentment. John even challenged Herod to admit his sin. Herodias, the woman
Herod had married illegally, decided to get rid of this desert preacher. Although she
was able to have him killed, she was not able to stop his message. The One John
had announced was already on the move. John had accomplished his mission.
God has given each of us a purpose for living, and we can trust him to guide us.
John did not have the complete Bible as we know it today, but he focused his life
on the truth he knew from the available Old Testament Scriptures. Likewise we can
discover in God’s Word the truths he wants us to know. And as these truths work in
us, others will be drawn to him. God can use you in a way he can use no one else.
Let him know your willingness to follow him today.
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John the Baptist
Prophecies concerning
Isaiah 40:3-6
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough places plain:
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. The voice said, Cry. And he said, what shall I
cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field:
Preparing a straight highway means removing obstacles and rolling out the red
carpet for the coming of the Lord. The desert is a picture of life’s trials and
sufferings. We are not immune to these, but our faith need not be hindered by
them. Isaiah told people to prepare to see God work. John the Baptist used these
words as he challenged the people to prepare for the coming Messiah (Matthew
3:3).
Luke 1:11-16
And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the
altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon
him.
But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy
wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.
And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.
For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's
womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.
Angels are spirit beings who live in God’s presence and do his will. Only two
angels are mentioned by name in Scripture—Michael and Gabriel—but there are
many who act as God’s messengers.
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Here, Gabriel (Luke 1:19) delivered a special message to Zechariah. This was not a
dream or a vision. The angel appeared in visible form and spoke audible words to
the priest.
Zechariah, while burning incense on the altar, was also praying, perhaps for a son
or for the coming of the Messiah. In either case, his prayer was answered.
He would soon have a son, who would prepare the way for the Messiah. God
answers prayer in his own way and in his own time. He worked in an “impossible”
situation—Zechariah’s wife was barren—to bring about the fulfillment of all the
prophecies concerning the Messiah.
If we want to have our prayers answered, we must be open to what God can do in
impossible situations. And we must wait for God to work in his way, in his time.
John means “the LORD is gracious,” and Jesus means “the LORD saves.” Both
names were prescribed by God, not chosen by human parents. Throughout the
Gospels, God acts graciously and saves his people. He will not withhold salvation
from anyone who sincerely comes to him.
John was set apart for special service to God. He may have been forbidden to drink
wine as part of the Nazirite vow, an ancient vow of consecration to God (see
Numbers 6:1-8). Samson (Judges 13) was under the Nazirite vow, and Samuel may
have been also (1 Samuel 1:11).
This is Luke’s first mention of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity; Luke
refers to the Holy Spirit more than any other Gospel writer. Because Luke also
wrote the book of Acts, we know he was thoroughly informed about the work of
the Holy Spirit.
Luke recognized and emphasized the Holy Spirit’s work in directing the founding
of Christianity and in guiding the early church.
The presence of the Spirit is God’s gift given to the entire church at Pentecost.
Prior to that, God’s Spirit was given to the faithful for special tasks. We need the
Holy Spirit’s help to do God’s work effectively.
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Miraculous birth of John
Luke 1:16-20
And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the
altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon
him.
But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy
wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou
shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.
For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's
womb.
And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall
go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.
And Zacharias said unto the angel, whereby shall I know this? For I am an old
man, and my wife well stricken in years. And the angel answering said unto him, I
am Gabriel that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and
to shew thee these glad tidings.
And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these
things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be
fulfilled in their season.
John’s role was to be almost identical to that of an Old Testament prophet—to
encourage people to turn away from sin and back to God. John is often compared
to the great prophet Elijah, who was known for standing up to evil rulers (Malachi
4:5; Matthew 11:14; Matthew 17:10-13).
In preparing people for the Messiah’s arrival, John would do “heart transplants.”
He would take stony hearts and exchange them for hearts that were soft, pliable,
trusting, and open to change. (See Ezekiel 11:19-20 and Ezekiel 36:25-29 for more
on “heart transplants.”)
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When told he would have a son, Zechariah doubted the angel’s word. From
Zechariah’s human perspective, his doubts were understandable—but with God,
anything is possible.
Although Zechariah and Elizabeth were past the age of childbearing, God gave
them a child. It is easy to doubt or misunderstand what God wants to do in our
lives.
Even God’s people sometimes make the mistake of trusting their intellect or
experience rather than God. When tempted to think that one of God’s promises is
impossible, remember his work throughout history.
God’s power is not confined by narrow perspective or bound by human limitations.
Trust him completely.
Zechariah thought it incredible that he and his wife, at their old age, could
conceive a child. But what God promises, he delivers. And God delivers on time!
You can have complete confidence that God will keep his promises. Their
fulfillment may not be the next day, but they will be “at their proper time.”
If you are waiting for God to answer some request or to fill some need, remain
patient. No matter how impossible God’s promises may seem, what he has said in
his Word will come true at the right time.
The Birth of John the Baptist
Luke 1:57-65
Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth
a son. And her neighbour’s and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great
mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.
And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and
they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.
And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.
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And they said unto her, there is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.
And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called.
And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they
marveled all.
And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and
praised God. And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all these
sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judaea.
The circumcision ceremony was an important event to the family of a Jewish baby
boy. God commanded circumcision when he was beginning to form his holy nation
(Genesis 17:4-14), and he reaffirmed it through Moses (Leviticus 12:1-3).
This ceremony was a time of joy when friends and family members celebrated the
baby’s becoming part of God’s covenant nation.
Family lines and family names were important to the Jews. The people naturally
assumed the child would receive Zechariah’s name or at least a family name. Thus
they were surprised that both Elizabeth and Zechariah wanted to name the boy
John, as the angel had told them to do (see Luke 1:13).
Zechariah’s relatives talked to him by gestures, because he was apparently deaf as
well as speechless and had not heard what his wife had said.

John lives in the desert
Matthew 3:1
In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,
Almost 30 years had passed since the events of Matthew 2. Here John the Baptist
burst onto the scene. His theme was “Repent!” Repentance means doing an aboutface—a 180-degree turn—from the kind of self-centeredness that leads to wrong
actions such as lying, cheating, stealing, gossiping, taking revenge, abusing, and
indulging in sexual immorality. A person who repents stops rebelling and begins
following God’s way of living prescribed in his Word.
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The first step in turning to God is to admit your sin, as John urged. Then God will
receive you and help you live the way he wants. Remember that only God can get
rid of sin. He doesn’t expect us to clean up our lives before we come to him.
The kingdom of heaven began when God himself entered human history as a man.
Today Jesus Christ reigns in the hearts of believers, but the kingdom of heaven will
not be fully realized until all evil in the world is judged and removed. Christ came
to earth first as a suffering servant; he will come again as King and Judge to rule
victoriously over all the earth.
Mark 1:4
John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins.
Why does the Gospel of Mark begin with the story of John the Baptist and not
mention the story of Jesus’ birth? Important Roman officials of this day were
always preceded by an announcer or herald. When the herald arrived in town, the
people knew that someone of prominence would soon arrive.
Because Mark’s audience was primarily Roman Christians, he began his book with
John the Baptist, whose mission it was to announce the coming of Jesus, the most
important man who ever lived. Roman Christians would have been less interested
in Jesus’ birth than in this messenger who prepared the way.
John chose to live in the desert
(1) to get away from distractions so he could hear God’s instructions;
(2) to capture the undivided attention of the people;
(3) to symbolize a sharp break with the hypocrisy of the religious leaders who
preferred their luxurious homes and positions of authority over doing God’s work;
(4) to fulfill Old Testament prophecies that said John would be “a voice of one
calling: in the desert prepare the way for the LORD” (Isaiah 40:3).
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In John’s ministry, baptism was a visible sign that a person had decided to change
his or her life, giving up a sinful and selfish way of living and turning to God. John
took a known custom and gave it new meaning.
The Jews often baptized non-Jews who had converted to Judaism. But to baptize a
Jew as a sign of repentance was a radical departure from Jewish custom.
The early church took baptism a step further, associating it with Jesus’ death and
resurrection (see, for example, Romans 6:3-4; 1 Peter 3:21).
John’s Life in the Desert
Luke 1:80
And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day
of his shewing unto Israel.
Why did John live out in the desert? Prophets used the isolation of the uninhabited
desert to enhance their spiritual growth and to focus their message on God. By
being in the desert, John remained separate from the economic and political powers
so that he could aim his message against them.
He also remained separate from the hypocritical religious leaders of his day. His
message was different from theirs, and his life proved it.
Mission of John
Matthew 17:11
And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all
things.
Based on Malachi 4:5-6, the teachers of the Old Testament law believed that Elijah
must appear before the Messiah would appear.
Jesus referred to John the Baptist, not to the Old Testament prophet Elijah. John
the Baptist took on Elijah’s prophetic role—boldly confronting sin and pointing
people to God. Malachi had prophesied that a prophet like Elijah would come
(Malachi 4:5).
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Mark 1:2-8
As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face,
which shall prepare thy way before thee.
The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight. John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins.
And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and
were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins. And John was
clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat
locusts and wild honey;
And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have baptized
you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.
The purpose of John’s preaching was to prepare people to accept Jesus as God’s
Son. When John challenged the people to confess sin individually, he signaled the
start of a new way to relate to God.
Is change needed in your life before you can hear and understand Jesus’ message?
You have to admit that you need forgiveness before you can accept it. To prepare
to receive Christ, repent. Denounce the world’s dead-end attractions, sinful
temptations, and harmful attitudes.
Luke 1:15-17
For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's
womb.
And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall
go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.
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Luke 1:76-79
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before
the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,
Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath
visited us, To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to
guide our feet into the way of peace.
Zechariah praised God with his first words after months of silence. In a song that is
often called the Benedictus after the first words in the Latin translation of this
passage, Zechariah prophesied the coming of a Savior who would redeem his
people, and he predicted that his son John would prepare the Messiah’s way.
All the Old Testament prophecies were coming true—no wonder Zechariah praised
God! The Messiah would come in Zechariah’s lifetime, and his son had been
chosen to pave the way.
The Jews were eagerly awaiting the Messiah, but they thought he would come to
save them from the powerful Roman empire. They were ready for a military
Savior, but not for a peaceful Messiah who would conquer sin.
This was God’s promise to Abraham to bless all peoples through him (see Genesis
12:3). It would be fulfilled through the Messiah, Abraham’s descendant.
Zechariah had just recalled hundreds of years of God’s sovereign work in history,
beginning with Abraham and going on into eternity. Then, in tender contrast, he
personalized the story.
His son had been chosen for a key role in the drama of the ages. Although God has
unlimited power, he chooses to work through frail humans who begin as helpless
babies. Don’t minimize what God can do through those who are faithful to him.

11

The Voice of the one crying in the wilderness
Luke 3:4-6
As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and
the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; and
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
s planning to visit to prepare the roads for him. Similarly John told his listeners to
make their lives ready so the Lord could come to them. To prepare for Jesus’
coming to us, we must focus on him, listen to his words, and respond obediently to
his directions.
This book was written to a non-Jewish audience. Luke quoted from Isaiah to show
that salvation is for all people, not just the Jews (Isaiah 40:3-5; Isaiah 52:10).
John the Baptist called all mankind to prepare to meet Jesus. That includes you, no
matter what your standing is with religious organizations and authorities. Don’t let
feelings of being an outsider cause you to hold back. No one who wants to follow
Jesus is an outsider in God’s kingdom.
John came to bear witness of the light.
John 1:7-8
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light that all men through
him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that
Light.
In this book, the name John refers to John the Baptist. For more information on
John the Baptist, see his Profile.
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We, like John the Baptist, are not the source of God’s light; we merely reflect that
light. Jesus Christ is the true Light; he helps us see our way to God and shows us
how to walk along that way. But Christ has chosen to reflect his light through his
followers to an unbelieving world, perhaps because unbelievers are not able to bear
the full blazing glory of his light firsthand.
The word witness indicates our role as reflectors of Christ’s light. We are never to
present ourselves as the light to others, but are always to point them to Christ, the
Light.
John 1:15
John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, this was he of whom I spake, He that
cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.
John 1:22-28
Then said they unto him, who art thou? That we may give an answer to them
that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of one crying in
the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.
And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. And they asked him, and said
unto him, why baptize thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that
prophet?
John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among
you, whom ye know not; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. These things were done in
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.
In the Pharisees’ minds, there were four options regarding John the Baptist’s
identity: he was
(1) The prophet foretold by Moses (Deut. 18:15),
(2) Elijah (Malachi 4:5),
(3) The Messiah, or
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(4) A false prophet. John denied being the first three personages.
Instead he called himself, in the words of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah, “A
voice of one calling: ‘In the desert prepare the way for the LORD’ ” (Isaiah 40:3).
The leaders kept pressing John to say who he was because people were expecting
the Messiah to come (Luke 3:15).
But John emphasized only why he had come—to prepare the way for the Messiah.
The Pharisees missed the point. They wanted to know who John was, but John
wanted them to know who Jesus was.
John bears record of Jesus.
John 1:31-34
And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I
come baptizing with water. And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.
And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto
me, upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the
same is he which baptized with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that
this is the Son of God.
At Jesus’ baptism, John the Baptist had declared Jesus to be the Messiah. At that
time God had given John a sign to show him that Jesus truly had been sent from
God (John 1:33). John and Jesus were related (see Luke 1:36), so John probably
knew who he was. But it wasn’t until Jesus’ baptism that John understood that
Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus’ baptism is described in Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:911; and Luke 3:21-22.
John the Baptist’s baptism with water was preparatory, because it was for
repentance and symbolized the washing away of sins. Jesus, by contrast, would
baptize with the Holy Spirit. He would send the Holy Spirit upon all believers,
empowering them to live and to teach the message of salvation. This outpouring of
the Spirit came after Jesus had risen from the dead and ascended into heaven (see
John 20:22; Acts 2).
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John the Baptist’s job was to point people to Jesus, their long-awaited Messiah.
Today people are looking for someone to give them security in an insecure world.
Our job is to point them to Christ and to show that he is the one whom they seek.

When you share the Good News, begin where your audience is—then tell them
about Christ.
John baptized unto repentance.
Acts 19:4
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto
the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is,
on Christ Jesus.
John’s baptism was a sign of repentance from sin only, not a sign of new life in
Christ. Like Apollos (Acts 18:24-26), these Ephesian believers needed further
instruction on the message and ministry of Jesus Christ.

They believed in Jesus as the Messiah, but they did not understand the significance
of his death and resurrection or the work of the Holy Spirit. Becoming a Christian
involves turning from sin (repentance) and turning to Christ (faith). These
“believers” were incomplete.
In the book of Acts, believers received the Holy Spirit in a variety of ways. Usually
the Holy Spirit would fill a person as soon as he or she professed faith in Christ.
Here that filling happened later because these disciples’ knowledge was
incomplete.
God was confirming to these believers, who did not initially know about the Holy
Spirit, that they were a part of the church. The Holy Spirit’s filling endorsed them
as believers
Pentecost was the formal outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the church. The other
outpourings in the book of Acts were God’s way of uniting new believers to the
church. The mark of the true church is not merely right doctrine, but right actions,
the true evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work.
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His influence upon the public mind
Matthew 3:5-6
Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about
Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.
John was markedly different from other religious leaders of his day. While many
were greedy, selfish, and preoccupied with winning the praise of the people, John
was concerned only with the praise of God. Having separated himself from the evil
and hypocrisy of his day, John lived differently from other people to show that his
message was new. John not only preached God’s law, he lived it. Do you practice
what you preach? Could people discover what you believe by observing the way
you live?
John must have presented a strange image! Many people came to hear this
preacher who wore odd clothes and ate unusual food. Some probably came simply
out of curiosity and ended up repenting of their sins as they listened to his powerful
message. People may be curious about your Christian life-style and values.
You can use their simple curiosity as an opener to share how Christ makes a
difference in you.
3:5 Why did John attract so many people? He was the first true prophet in 400
years. He blasted both Herod and the religious leaders, daring acts that fascinated
the common people. But John also had strong words for his audience—they too
were sinners and needed to repent. His message was powerful and true. The people
were expecting a prophet like Elijah (Malachi 4:5; Luke 1:17), and John seemed to
be the one!
When you wash dirty hands, the results are immediately visible. But repentance
happens inside with a cleansing that isn’t seen right away. So John used a symbolic
action that people could see: baptism.
The Jews used baptism to initiate converts, so John’s audience was familiar with
the rite. Here, baptism was used as a sign of repentance and forgiveness. Repent
means “to turn,” implying a change in behavior. It is turning from sin toward God.
Have you repented of sin in your life?
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Can others see the difference it makes in you? A changed life with new and
different behavior makes your repentance real and visible.
The Jordan River is about 70 miles long, its main section stretching between the
Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. Jerusalem lies about 20 miles west of the Jordan.
This river was Israel’s eastern border, and many significant events in the nation’s
history took place there.
It was by the Jordan River that the Israelites renewed their covenant with God
before entering the promised land (Joshua 1-2). Here John the Baptist calls them to
renew their covenant with God again, this time through baptism.
Herod feared the multitude.
Matthew 14:5
And when he would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they
counted him as a prophet.
Matthew 21:32
For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but
the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented
not afterward, that ye might believe him.
This verse is not a guarantee that we can get anything we want simply by asking
Jesus and believing. God does not grant requests that would hurt us or others or
that would violate his own nature or will. Jesus’ statement is not a blank check.
To be fulfilled, our requests must be in harmony with the principles of God’s
kingdom. The stronger our belief, the more likely our prayers will be in line with
God’s will, and then God will be happy to grant them.
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Luke 3:7
Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation
of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
What motivates your faith—fear of the future, or a desire to be a better person in a
better world? Some people wanted to be baptized by John so they could escape
eternal punishment, but they didn’t turn to God for salvation.
John had harsh words for such people. He knew that God values reformation above
ritual. Is your faith motivated by a desire for a new, changed life, or is it only like a
vaccination or insurance policy against possible disaster?

John tells that Jesus in the Lamb of God.
John 1:35-40
Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; And looking upon
Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!
And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. Then Jesus
turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, what seek ye? They said unto
him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?
He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode
with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two which heard John
speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.
Testifies to the messiahship of Jesus
Mat 3:11-12
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire:
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Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his
wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
Mark 1:7-8
And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have baptized
you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.
Although John was the first genuine prophet in 400 years, Jesus the Messiah would
be infinitely greater than he. John was pointing out how insignificant he was
compared to the one who was coming. John was not even worthy of doing the most
menial tasks for him, like untying his sandals. What John began, Jesus finished.
What John prepared, Jesus fulfilled.
John said Jesus would baptize them with the Holy Spirit, sending the Holy Spirit to
live within each believer. John’s baptism with water prepared a person to receive
Christ’s message. This baptism demonstrated repentance, humility, and willingness
to turn from sin. This was the beginning of the spiritual process.
When Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit, however, the entire person is
transformed by the Spirit’s power. Jesus offers to us both forgiveness of sin and the
power to live for him.
Luke 3:16-17
John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one
mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:
Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the
wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.
John 1:15
John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, this was he of whom I spake, He that
cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.
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John 1:26-36
John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among
you, whom ye know not; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. These things were done in
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said, After me
cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me.
And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I
come baptizing with water. And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.
And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto
me, upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the
same is he which baptized with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that
this is the Son of God.
Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; And looking upon
Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!
John 3:23-36
And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much
water there: and they came, and were baptized. For John was not yet cast into
prison.
Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about
purifying. And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with
thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizes, and
all men come to him.
John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from
heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I
am sent before him.
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He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which
standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this
my joy therefore is fulfilled.
He must increase, but I must decrease. He that cometh from above is above all: he
that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven
is above all. And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifies; and no man
receiveth his testimony.
He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. [34] For he
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by
measure unto him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his
hand.
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
John 5:32-33
There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which
he witnessed of me is true. Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth.
John 10:41
And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John
spake of this man were true.
The baptism which he taught
Baptizes Jesus
Matthew 3:13-16
Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. [14]
But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
me?
And Jesus answering said unto him, suffer it to be so now: for thus it becomes us
to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized,
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went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:
John had been explaining that Jesus’ baptism would be much greater than his,
when suddenly Jesus came to him and asked to be baptized! John felt unqualified.
He wanted Jesus to baptize him. Why did Jesus ask to be baptized? It was not for
repentance for sin because Jesus never sinned. “To fulfill all righteousness” means
to accomplish God’s mission. Jesus saw his baptism as advancing God’s work.
Jesus was baptized because
(1) He was confessing sin on behalf of the nation, as Nehemiah, Ezra, Moses, and
Daniel had done;
(2) He was showing support for what John was doing;
(3) He was inaugurating his public ministry;
(4) He was identifying with the penitent people of God, not with the critical
Pharisees who were only watching.
Jesus, the perfect man, didn’t need baptism for sin, but he accepted baptism in
obedient service to the Father, and God showed his approval.
Mark 1:9-11
And it came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and
was baptized of John in Jordan. [And straightway coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: And
there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.
Matthew 21:32
For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but
the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented
not afterward, that ye might believe him.
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Mark 9:13
But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done unto him
whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him.

Reproves Herod
Antipas on account of his incest; Herod imprisons him, and beheads him
Matthew 14:1-12
At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, And said unto his
servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty
works do shew forth themselves in him.
For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for
Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife.
For John said unto him, it is not lawful for thee to have her. And when he would
have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a
prophet.
But when Herod's birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced before them,
and pleased Herod. Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her whatsoever
she would ask. And she, being before instructed of her mother, said, give me here
John Baptist's head in a charger.
And the king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath's sake, and them which sat with
him at meat, he commanded it to be given her. And he sent, and beheaded John in
the prison. And his head was brought in a charger, and given to the damsel: and
she brought it to her mother. And his disciples came, and took up the body, and
buried it, and went and told Jesus.
Herod was a tetrarch—one of four rulers over the four districts of Palestine. His
territory included the regions of Galilee and Perea. He was the son of Herod the
Great, who ordered the killing of the babies in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16). Also

23

known as Herod Antipas, he heard Jesus’ case before Jesus’ crucifixion (Luke
23:6-12).
Philip, Herod’s half-brother, was another of Palestine’s four rulers. His territories
were Iturea and Traconitis, northeast of the Sea of Galilee (Luke 3:1). Philip’s
wife, Herodias, left Philip to live with Herod Antipas. John the Baptist condemned
the two for living immorally (see Mark 6:17-18).
Herod did not want to kill John the Baptist, but he gave the order so that he
wouldn’t be embarrassed in front of his guests. How easy it is to give in to the
crowd and to let ourselves be pressured into doing wrong. Don’t get in a situation
where it will be too embarrassing to do what is right. Determine to do what is right,
no matter how embarrassing or painful it may be.

Sends two disciples to Jesus
Matthew 11:2-6
Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his
disciples, And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for
another?
Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye
do hear and see:
The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.
And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

As John sat in prison, he began to have some doubts about whether Jesus really
was the Messiah. If John’s purpose was to prepare people for the coming Messiah
(Matthew 3:3), and if Jesus really was that Messiah, then why was John in prison
when he could have been preaching to the crowds, preparing their hearts?
Jesus answered John’s doubts by pointing to Jesus’ acts of healing the blind,
lame, and deaf, curing the lepers, raising the dead, and preaching the good news to
the poor. With so much evidence, Jesus’ identity was obvious. If you sometimes
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doubt your salvation, the forgiveness of your sins, or God’s work in your life, look
at the evidence in Scripture and the changes in your life. When you doubt, don’t
turn away from Christ; turn to him.

Herod Antipas falsely supposes Jesus to be John
Matthew 14:1-2
At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, [2] And said unto his
servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty
works do shew forth themselves in him.
Matthew 16:14
And they said, some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.
Strengths and accomplishments:
• The God-appointed messenger to announce the arrival of Jesus
• A preacher whose theme was repentance
• A fearless confronter
• Known for his remarkable life-style
• Uncompromising

Lessons from his life:
God does not guarantee an easy or safe life to those who serve him.
Doing what God desires is the greatest possible life investment.
Standing for the truth is more important than life itself.

Key verse:
“I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone
greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he” (Matthew 11:11)
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To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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