


Judgments to Come.

The end time judgments will reveal man’s wickedness. In its place will be
the kingdom where Christ will reign as king.

Signs of The last days.

Matthew 3:7

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to
his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

The Jordan River is about 70 miles long, its main section stretching
between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. Jerusalem lies about 20
miles west of the Jordan.

This river was Israel's eastern border, and many significant events in the
nation's history took place there. It was by the Jordan River that the
Israelites renewed their covenant with God before entering the Promised
Land (Joshua 1-2).

Here John the Baptist calls them to renew their covenant with God again,
this time through baptism.

The Jewish religious leaders were divided into several groups. Two of the
most prominent groups were the Pharisees and the Sadducees.

The Pharisees separated themselves from anything non-Jewish and
carefully followed both the Old Testament laws and the oral traditions
handed down through the centuries.

The Sadducees believed the Pentateuch alone (Genesis—Deuteronomy)
to be God's Word. They were descended mainly from priestly nobility, while
the Pharisees came from all classes of people.
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The two groups disliked each other greatly, and both opposed Jesus. John
the Baptist criticized the Pharisees for being legalistic and hypocritical,
following the letter of the law while ignoring its true intent.

He criticized the Sadducees for using religion to advance their political
position.

Jesus delivers us from the wrath to come.

1 Thes. 1:10

And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.

All of us should respond to the Good News as the Thessalonians did: Turn
to God, serve God, and look forward to the return of his Son, Christ, from
heaven. We should turn from sin to God because Christ is coming to judge
the earth. We should be fervent in our service because we have little time
before Christ returns. We should be prepared for Christ to return because
we don't know when he will come.

Paul emphasized Christ's second coming throughout this book. Because
the Thessalonian church was being persecuted, Paul encouraged them to
look forward to the deliverance that Christ would bring.

A believer's hope is in the return of Jesus
Titus 2:13

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

Our perspective on life remains incomplete without this hope. Just as surely
as Christ was raised from the dead and ascended into heaven, he will
return (Acts 1:11).
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The promise of the return of Jesus.

Acts 1:11

Which also said, ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

Felix waited for a convenient season.
Acts 24:25

And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to
come Felix trembled, and answered, go thy way for this time; when | have a
convenient season, | will call for thee.

Paul's talk with Felix became so personal that Felix grew frightened. Felix,
like Herod Antipas (Mark 6:17, 18), had taken another man's wife. Paul's
words were interesting until they focused on "righteousness and self-
control and the coming day of judgment.”

Many people will be glad to discuss the Good News with you as long as it
doesn't touch their lives too personally. When it does, some will resist or
run. But this is what the Good News is all about—God's power to change
lives. The Good News is not effective until it moves from principles and
doctrine into a life-changing dynamic.

Everyone will stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
2 Cor. 5:10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that

every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
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While eternal life is a free gift given on the basis of God's grace (Ephesians
2:8, 9), each of us will still be judged by Christ. He will reward us for how
we have lived. God's gracious gift of salvation does not free us from the
requirement of faithful obedience.

Everyone must give account on the day of judgment of how they have lived
(see Matthew 16:27; Romans 14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15).

Every man will be rewarded according to his works.
Matthew 16:27

For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his
angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

Jesus Christ has been given the authority to judge all the earth (Romans
14:9-11; Philippians 2:9-11). Although his judgment is already working in
our lives, there is a future, final judgment when Christ returns (25:31-46)
and everyone's life will be reviewed and evaluated.

This will not be confined to unbelievers; Christians, too, will face a
judgment. Their eternal destiny is secure, but Jesus will look at how they
handled gifts, opportunities, and responsibilities in order to determine their
heavenly rewards.

At the time of judgment, God will deliver the righteous and condemn the
wicked. We should not judge others' salvation; that is God's work.

Everyone will give an account of himself to God.
Romans 14:10-12

But why dost thou judge thy brother? Or why dost thou set at
nought thy brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ. [11] For it is written, as | live, saith the Lord, every knee shall
bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. [12] So then every
one of us shall give account of himself to God.
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Each person is accountable to Christ, not to others. While the church must
be uncompromising in its stand against activities that are expressly
forbidden by Scripture (adultery, homosexuality, murder, theft), it should not
create additional rules and regulations and give them equal standing with
God's law.

Many times Christians base their moral judgments on opinion, personal
dislikes, or cultural bias rather than on the Word of God. When they do this,
they show that their own faith is weak; they do not think that God is
powerful enough to guide his children.

When we stand before God and give a personal account of our life, we
won't be worried about what our Christian neighbor has done (see 2
Corinthians 5:10).

Everyone’s work will be made manifest.
1Cor. 3:12-13

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble;

[13] Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try
every man's work of what sort it is.

You will be judged with the same judgment that you use to judge
others.

Matthew 7:1-2

Judge not, that ye be not judged. [2] For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again.

Jesus' statement, "Do not judge others," is against the kind of hypocritical,
judgmental attitude that tears others down in order to build oneself up. Itis
not a blanket statement to overlook wrong behavior of others but a call to
be discerning rather than negative.
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Jesus said to expose false prophets
Matthew 7:15-23

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. [16] Ye shall know them by
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? [17]
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. [18] A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. [19] Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. [20]
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven.

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name
done many wonderful works?

And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity.

False prophets were common in Old Testament times. They prophesied
only what the king and the people wanted to hear, claiming it was God's
message.

Jesus indicates that false prophets were just as prevalent in his time. False
teachers are just as common today. Jesus says to beware of those whose
words sound religious but who are motivated by money, fame, or power.

You can tell who they are because in their teaching they minimize Christ
and glorify themselves.



We should trust God to be the final Judge
1Cor. 4:5

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who
both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have
praise of God.

It is tempting to judge fellow Christians, evaluating whether or not
they are good followers of Christ. But only God knows a person’'s
heart, and he is the only one with the right to judge. Paul's warning to
the Corinthians should also warn us.

We are to confront those who are sinning (see 5:12, 13), but we must not
judge who is a better servant for Christ. When you judge someone, you
invariably consider yourself better—and that is arrogant.

A day is appointed to judge the world.
Acts 17:30-31

And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men everywhere to repent:

Because he hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead.

Paul's speech received a mixed reaction: Some laughed, some wanted
more information, and a few believed. Don't hesitate to tell others about
Christ because you fear that some will not believe you. Don't expect a
unanimously positive response to your witnessing. Even if only a few
believe, it's worth the effort.
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1Tim.5:24

Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and
some men they follow after.

Those who have believer, repented and accepted God’s provision for their
salvation, send their sins before them unto the Judgement.

Forgiven sins will not be judged at the final judgment

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus
Rev. 3:20

Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart, please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, | believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living
God. | ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my
heart. |1 accept you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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