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God’s Law as Prophecy

To understand prophecy, we must have a good understanding of the law.

Christ came to fulfill the law and the prophecies.

Matthew 5:17
Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfil.
God's moral and ceremonial laws were given to help people love God with all their
hearts and minds. Throughout Israel's history, however, these laws had often been
misquoted and misapplied. By Jesus' time, religious leaders had turned the laws
into a confusing mass of rules. When Jesus talked about a new way to understand
God's law, he was actually trying to bring people back to its original purpose.
Jesus did not speak against the law itself but against the abuses and excesses to
which it had been subjected (see John 1:17).

Evidence of the law in the Old Testament
Luke 24:44
And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
Many days may have elapsed between verses 43 and 44 because Jesus and his
followers traveled to Galilee and back before he returned to heaven (Matthew
28:16; John 21). In his second book, Acts, Luke makes it clear that Jesus spent 40
days with his disciples between his resurrection and ascension.
The writings by Moses, the prophets, and in the Psalms refers to the entire Old
Testament. In other words, the entire Old Testament points to the Messiah.
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Jesus role as prophet was foretold in Deuteronomy 18:15-20; his sufferings were
prophesied in Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53; his resurrection was predicted in Psalm
16:9-11 and Isaiah 53:10, 11.
Moses and the prophets testify of Jesus.
Luke 24:27
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself.
After the two followers had explained their sadness and confusion, Jesus
responded by going to Scripture and applying it to his ministry. When we are
puzzled by questions or problems, we, too, can go to Scripture and find
authoritative help. If we, like these two, do not understand what the Bible means,
we can turn to other believers who know the Bible and have the wisdom to apply it
to our situation.

The Scriptures testify concerning Jesus the Messiah.
John 5:39
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me.
The religious leaders knew what the Bible said but failed to apply its words to their
lives. They knew the teachings of the Scriptures but failed to see the Messiah to
whom the Scriptures pointed. They knew the rules but missed the Savior.
Entrenched in their own religious system, they refused to let the Son of God
change their lives. Don't become so involved in "religion" that you miss Christ.
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John 5:46
For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.
The Pharisees prided themselves on being the true followers of their ancestor
Moses. They were trying to follow every one of his laws to the letter, and they
even added some of their own. Jesus' warning that Moses would accuse them stung
them to fury. Moses wrote about Jesus (Genesis 3:15; Numbers 21:9; 24:17;
Deuteronomy 18:15), yet the religious leaders refused to believe Jesus when he
came.

The Torah Testifies of Jesus
Psalm 40:7-8
Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight
to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.
"I take joy in doing your will, my God." Jesus portrayed this attitude of obeying
and serving God (John 4:34; 5:30). He came as the prophets foretold, proclaiming
the Good News of God's righteousness and forgiveness of sins. In Hebrews 10:510, verses 6-8 are applied to Jesus.

Hebrews 10:7
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy
will, O God.
The costly sacrifice of an animal's life impressed upon the sinner the seriousness of
his or her own sin before God. Because Jesus shed his own blood for us, his
sacrifice is infinitely greater than any Old Testament offering. Considering the
immeasurable gift he gave us, we should respond by giving him our devotion and
service.

Canceling the first covenant in order to put into effect a far better one meant doing
away with the system of sacrifices contained in the ceremonial law.
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It didn't mean eliminating God's moral law (the Ten Commandments). The
ceremonial law prepared people for Christ's coming. With Christ's death and
resurrection, that system was no longer needed. And through Christ we can fulfill
the moral law as we let him live in us
Christ's work is contrasted with the work of the Jewish priests. The priests' work
was never finished, so they had to stand day after day and offer sacrifices; Christ's
sacrifice (dying in our place) is finished, so he is seated. The priests repeated the
sacrifices often; Christ sacrificed once for all. The sacrifice system couldn't
completely remove sin; Christ's sacrifice effectively cleansed us.

Jesus, the Messiah would suffer.

Acts 3:18
But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets,
that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.
Some of these prophecies are in Psalm 22, Isaiah 50:6, and Isaiah 53. Peter was
explaining the kind of Messiah God had sent to earth. The Jews had expected a
great ruler, not a suffering servant.

Laws Concerning Jesus, the Christ

Romans 10:4
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth.
Christ accomplished the purpose for which the law was given in two ways: He
fulfills the purpose and goal of the law (Matthew 5:17) in that he perfectly
exemplified God's desires on earth. But he is also the termination of the law
because in comparison to Christ, the law is powerless to save.
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In order to be saved by the law, a person would have to live a perfect life, not
sinning once.
Then why did God give the law since he knew people couldn't keep it? According
to Paul, one reason the law was given was to show people how guilty they are
(Galatians 3:19).
The law was a shadow of Christ—that is, the sacrificial system educated the people
so that when the true sacrifice came, they would be able to understand his work
(Hebrews 10:1-4). The system of ceremonial laws was to last until the coming of
Christ. The law points to our need for a Saviour.

Christ fulfilled all laws about making sinners righteous.

Exodus 22:24-29
The Hebrew law code is noted for its fairness and social responsibility toward the
poor. God insisted that the poor and powerless be well treated and given the chance
to restore their fortunes. We should reflect God's concern for the poor by giving
and by helping those less fortunate than ourselves.
Why did the law insist on returning a person's cloak before sunset? The cloak was
one of an Israelite's most valuable possessions. Making clothing was difficult and
time-consuming. As a result, cloaks were expensive, and most people owned only
one. The cloak was used as a blanket, a sack to carry things in, a place to sit, a
pledge for a debt, and, of course, clothing.
The Israelites were to be prompt in giving God their offerings and not hold
anything back. The first of the harvest was to be dedicated to him. Since God
doesn't send payment overdue notices, it is easy to take care of other financial
responsibilities while letting our gifts to him slide. Giving to God first out of what
he has allowed you to have demonstrates that he has first priority in your life.
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The Testimony Concerning Jesus.
Rev. 19:10
And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I
am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus:
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
The angel did not accept John's homage and worship because only God is worthy
of worship.
Like John, it would be easy for us to become overwhelmed by this prophetic
pageant. But Jesus is the central focus of God's revelation and his redemptive plan
(as announced by the prophets).
As you read the book of Revelation, don't get bogged down in all the details of the
awesome visions; remember that the overarching theme in all the visions is the
ultimate victory of Jesus Christ over evil.
An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you
as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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