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Living eternally with God

Jesus shall come in the glory of his Father to bring life.

Matthew 16:24-27
Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of man shall come in the
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according
to his works.
This passage corresponds to Daniel's prophecies: The Messiah would be cut off
(Daniel 9:26); there would be a period of trouble (Daniel 9:27); and the king would
come in glory (Daniel 7:13, 14). The disciples would endure the same suffering as
their King and, like him, would be rewarded in the end.
Follower who had just eloquently proclaimed Jesus' true identity, sought to protect
him from the suffering he prophesied. But if Jesus hadn't suffered and died, Peter
would have died in his sins. Great temptations can come from those who love us
and seek to protect us. Be cautious of advice from a friend who says, "Surely God
doesn't want you to face this." Often our most difficult temptations come from
those who are only trying to protect us from discomfort.
In his wilderness temptations, Jesus heard the message that he could achieve
greatness without dying (4:9). Here he heard the same message from Peter. Peter
had just recognized Jesus as Messiah; here, however, he forsook God's perspective
and evaluated the situation from a human one. Satan is always trying to get us to
leave God out of the picture. Jesus rebuked Peter for this attitude.
When Jesus used this picture of his followers taking up their crosses to follow
him, the disciples knew what he meant. Crucifixion was a common Roman method
of execution, and condemned criminals had to carry their cross through the streets
to the execution site. Following Jesus, therefore, meant a true commitment, the risk
of death, and no turning back (see 10:39).
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When we don't know Christ, we make choices as though there were no afterlife. In
reality, this life is just the introduction to eternity. How we live this brief span
determines our eternal state. What we accumulate on earth has no value in gaining
eternal life. Even the highest social or civic honors cannot earn us entrance into
heaven. Evaluate your lifestyle from an eternal perspective, and you will find your
values and decisions changing.
Jesus Christ has been given the authority to judge all the earth (Romans 14:9-11;
Philippians 2:9-11). Although his judgment is already working in our lives, there is
a future, final judgment when Christ returns (25:31-46) and everyone's life will be
reviewed and evaluated. This will not be confined to unbelievers; Christians, too,
will face a judgment. Their eternal destiny is secure, but Jesus will look at how
they handled gifts, opportunities, and responsibilities in order to determine their
heavenly rewards. At the time of judgment, God will deliver the righteous and
condemn the wicked. We should not judge others' salvation; that is God's work.

Those who have forsaken all shall receive everlasting life.
Matthew 19:28-30
And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that ye which have followed
me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye
also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every
one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife,
or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall
inherit everlasting life. But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be
first.
When Jesus told this young man that he would "be perfect" if he gave everything
he had to the poor, Jesus wasn't speaking in the temporal, human sense. He was
explaining how to be justified and made whole or complete in God's sight.
Should all believers sell everything they own? No. We are responsible to care for
our own needs and the needs of our families so as not to be a burden on others. We
should, however, be willing to give up anything if God asks us to do so. This kind
of attitude allows nothing to come between us and God and keeps us from using
our God-given wealth selfishly.
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We cannot love God with all our heart and yet keep our money to ourselves.
Loving him totally means using our money in ways that please him.
Because it is impossible for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, it appears
impossible for a rich person to get into the Kingdom of Heaven. The disciples were
astounded. They thought that if anyone could be saved, it would be the rich, whom
their culture considered especially blessed by God. Jesus explained, however, that
"with God everything is possible" (19:26). Even rich people can enter the Kingdom
if God brings them in. Faith in Christ, not in self or riches, is what counts. On what
are you counting for salvation?
In the Bible, God gives rewards to his people according to his justice. In the Old
Testament, obedience often brought reward in this life (Deuteronomy 28), but
obedience and immediate reward are not always linked. If they were, good people
would always be rich, and suffering would always be a sign of sin.
As believers, our reward is God's presence and power through his indwelling Holy
Spirit. Later, in eternity, we will be rewarded for our faith and service. If material
rewards in this life came to us for every faithful deed, we would be tempted to
boast about our achievements and act out of wrong motivations.
Jesus left Galilee for the last time—heading toward Jerusalem and death. He again
crossed the Jordan, spending some time in Perea before going on to Jericho.
Jesus assured the disciples that anyone who gives up something valuable for his
sake will be repaid many times over in this life, although not necessarily in the
same form. For example, a person may be rejected by his or her family for
accepting Christ, but he or she will gain the larger family of believers.
Jesus turned the world's values upside down. Consider the most powerful or wellknown people in our world—how many got where they are by being humble, selfeffacing, and gentle? Not many! But in the life to come, the last will be first. Don't
forfeit eternal rewards for temporary benefits. Be willing to make sacrifices now
for greater rewards later. Be willing to accept human disapproval, while knowing
that you have God's approval.
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You have been appointed a kingdom.

Luke 22:28-30
Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations. And I appoint
unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and
drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.
Satan wanted to crush Simon Peter and the other disciples like grains of wheat. He
hoped to find only chaff and blow it away. But Jesus assured Peter that his faith,
although it would falter, would not be destroyed. It would be renewed, and Peter
would become a powerful leader.

Righteousness shall reign in your life.
Romans 5:17
For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by
one, Jesus Christ.
We were all born into Adam's physical family—the family line that leads to certain
death. All of us have reaped the results of Adam's sin. We have inherited his guilt,
a sinful nature (the tendency to sin), and God's punishment. Because of Jesus,
however, we can trade judgment for forgiveness. Christ offers us the opportunity to
be born into his spiritual family—the family line that begins with forgiveness and
leads to eternal life. If we do nothing, we receive death through Adam; but if we
come to God by faith, we receive life through Christ. To which family line do you
now belong?
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Those who are dead in Christ shall live with him.

Romans 6:8
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:
Because of Christ's death and resurrection, his followers need never fear death.
That assurance frees us to enjoy fellowship with him and to do his will. This will
affect all our activities—work and worship, play, Bible study, quiet times, and
times of caring for others. When you know that you don't have to fear death, you
will experience a new vigor in life.

The spirit of life shall make alive your mortal body.

Romans 8:10, 11,
And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
The Holy Spirit is God's promise or guarantee of eternal life for those who believe
in him. The Spirit is within us now by faith, and by faith we are certain to live with
Christ forever.

If we suffer with Christ, we shall be glorified together.

Romans 8:17
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
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We are no longer like "fearful slaves"; instead, we are the Master's children. What
a privilege! Because we are God's children, we share in great treasures as co-heirs.
God has already given us his best gifts: his Son, his Holy Spirit, forgiveness, and
eternal life; and he encourages us to ask him for whatever we need.

The righteous shall be raised in incorruption.

1 Corinthians 15:42-58
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in
incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it
is raised in power: It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a
natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
And so it is written, the first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was
made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that
which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth,
earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.
As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are
they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we
shall also bear the image of the heavenly. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption. Behold, I shew you a mystery;
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?
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The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
Our present body is perishable and prone to decay. Our resurrection body will be
transformed. The spiritual body will not be limited by the laws of nature. This does
not necessarily mean we'll be super people, but our body will be different from and
more capable than our present earthly body. Our spiritual body will not be weak,
will never get sick, and will never die.
Because Christ rose from the dead, he is a life-giving Spirit. This means that he
entered into a new form of existence. He is the source of the spiritual life that will
result in our resurrection. Christ's new glorified human body now suits his new
glorified life—just as Adam's human body was suitable to his natural life. When
we are resurrected, God will give us a transformed, eternal body suited to our new
eternal life.

When Christ shall appear, you shall appear with him in glory.

Colossians 3:3, 4
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
What does it mean that a believer's life is "hidden with Christ"? Hidden means
"concealed and safe." This is not only a future hope but an accomplished fact right
now. Our service and conduct do not earn our salvation, but they are results of our
salvation. Take heart that your salvation is sure, and live each day for Christ.
Christ gives us power to live for him now, and he gives us hope for the future—he
will return. In the rest of this chapter Paul explains how Christians should act now
in order to be prepared for Christ's return.
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When the Lord appears, those dead in Christ shall rise first.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. [14] For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him.
For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. [18]
Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
The Thessalonians were wondering why many of their fellow believers had died
and what would happen to them when Christ returned. Paul wanted the
Thessalonians to understand that death is not the end of the story. The great hope
for all believers is in the Resurrection.
Because Jesus Christ came back to life, so will all believers, including those who
have already died. Therefore, we need not despair when loved ones die or world
events take a tragic turn. God will turn tragedy to triumph, poverty to riches, pain
to glory, and defeat to victory. All believers throughout history will stand reunited
in God's very presence, safe and secure. As Paul comforted the Thessalonians with
the promise of the Resurrection, so we should comfort and reassure each other with
this great hope. What did Paul mean when he wrote, "We tell you this directly from
the Lord"? Either this was something that the Lord had revealed directly to Paul, or
it was a teaching of Jesus that had been passed along orally by the apostles and
other Christians.

Knowing exactly when the dead will be raised, in relation to the other events at the
Second Coming, is not as important as knowing why Paul wrote these words: to
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challenge believers to comfort and encourage one another. This passage can be a
great comfort when any believer dies. The same love that should unite believers in
this life will unite believers when Christ returns and reigns for eternity.

The Holy City shall come down from God out of heaven.

Revelation 21:1-27
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, New
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I
make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and
faithful. And he said unto me, it is done.
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit
all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burned
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of
the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee
the bride, the Lamb's wife.

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me
that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the
glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper
10

stone, clear as crystal; And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at
the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel:
On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on
the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that talked with me had a
golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. And
the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured
the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and
the height of it are equal.
And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according
to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. And the building of the wall of it
was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the
foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious
stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a
chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;
The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the
ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an
amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one
pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And I
saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of
it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the
glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings
of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be
shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring the glory
and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no wise enter into it anything
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, nor maketh a lie: but they
which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

The earth as we know it will not last forever, but after God's great judgment, he
will create a new earth (see Romans 8:18-21; 2 Peter 3:7-13). God had also
promised Isaiah that he would create a new and eternal earth (Isaiah 65:17; 66:22).
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The sea is gone as well; in John's time, the sea was viewed as dangerous and
changeable. It was also the source of the beast (13:1). We don't know how the new
earth will look or where it will be, but God and his followers—those whose names
are written in the Book of Life—will be united to live there forever. Will you be
there?
The New Jerusalem is where God lives among his people. Instead of our going up
to meet him, he comes down to be with us, just as God became man in Jesus Christ
and lived among us (John 1:14). Wherever God reigns, there is peace, security, and
love.
God is the Creator. The Bible begins with the majestic story of his creation of the
universe, and it concludes with his creation of a new heaven and a new earth. This
is a tremendous hope and encouragement for the believer. When we are with God,
with our sins forgiven and our future secure, we will be like Christ. We will be
made perfect like him.
Just as God finished the work of creation (Genesis 2:1 -3) and Jesus finished the
work of redemption (John 19:30), so the Trinity will finish the entire plan of
salvation by inviting the redeemed into a new creation.
For more about the water of life, see the note on 22:1.
The "cowards" are the fearful ones who abandon Christ at the threats of the beast.
They fear persecution so badly that they choose temporary safety over eternal life.
They are put in the same list as the unbelieving, the corrupt, the murderers, the
immoral, the idolaters, the liars, and those practicing magic arts.
By contrast, people who are victorious "endure to the end" (Mark 13:13). They will
receive the blessings that God promised: To follow Christ requires boldness and
bravery to stand for him when oppression occurs. Pray for courage to do what is
right no matter what pressure you face. Those who can endure the testing of evil
and remain faithful will be rewarded by God.
The rest of the chapter is a stunning description of the new city of God. The vision
is symbolic and shows us that our new home with God will defy description. We
will not be disappointed by it in any way.
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The New Jerusalem is a picture of God's future home for his people. The 12 tribes
of Israel (21:12) probably represent all the faithful in the Old Testament; the 12
apostles (21:14) represent the church. Thus, both believing Gentiles and Jews who
have been faithful to God will live together in the new earth
The city's measurements are symbolic of a place that will hold all God's people.
These measurements are all multiples of 12, the number for God's people: There
were 12 tribes in Israel, and 12 apostles who started the church. The walls are 144
(12 x 12) cubits (216 feet) thick. There are 12 layers in the walls, and 12 gates in
the city; and the length, width, and height are all the same, 12,000 stadia (1,400
miles). The New Jerusalem is a perfect cube, the same shape as the Most Holy
Place in the Temple (1 Kings 6:20). These measurements illustrate that this new
home will be perfect for us.
The picture of walls made of jewels reveals that the New Jerusalem will be a place
of purity and durability—it will last forever.
The Temple, the center of God's presence among his people, was the primary place
of worship. No temple is needed in the new city, however, because God's presence
will be everywhere. God will be the light in the New Jerusalem. Light represents
what is good, pure, true, holy, and reliable. Darkness represents what is sinful and
evil. That God's glory illuminates the city means that the city will be enveloped by
him, who is perfectly holy and true. Light is also related to truth in that it exposes
whatever exists. Just as darkness cannot exist in the presence of light, so sin cannot
exist in the presence of a holy God. The city will be completely without sin and
evil. We will be able to worship God throughout the city; nothing will hinder us
from being with him.
Not everyone will be allowed into the New Jerusalem, but "only those whose
names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life." (The Book of Life is explained in
the notes on 3:5 and 20:12-15.) Don't think that you will get in because of your
background, personality, or good behavior. Eternal life is available to you only
because of what Jesus, the Lamb, has done. Trust him today to secure your
citizenship in his new creation.
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An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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