The loving Holy Spirit

We are made in God's image
Genesis 1:26, "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth."
Why does God use the plural form, "Let us make human beings in our image"?
One view says this is a reference to the Trinity—God the Father, Jesus Christ his
Son, and the Holy Spirit—all of whom are God.

The Holy Spirit sent Jesus to heal us!
Luke 4:18-19, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable
year of the Lord."
Jesus was quoting from Isaiah 61:1, 2. Isaiah pictures the deliverance of Israel
from exile in Babylon as a Year of Jubilee when all debts are cancelled, all slaves
are freed, and all property is returned to original owners (Leviticus 25). Jesus was
proclaiming himself as the one who would bring this Good News to pass, but he
would do so in a way that the people were not yet able to grasp.
The Holy Spirit anointed Jesus.
Acts 10:38, "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed
of the devil; for God was with him."

Peter's brief and powerful sermon contains a concise statement of the Good News:
Jesus' perfect life of servanthood; his death on the cross; his resurrection,
personally witnessed and experienced by Peter; Jesus' fulfillment of the Scriptures;
the necessity of personal faith in him.
A sermon or witness for Christ does not need to be long to be effective. It should
be Spirit-led and should center on Christ, the way and the truth and the life.
The Holy Spirit is our comforter and intercedes for us.
John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fa ther
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
Jesus promised the disciples that the Holy Spirit would help them remember what
he had been teaching them. This promise ensures the validity of the New
Testament. The disciples were eyewitnesses of Jesus' life and teachings, and the
Holy Spirit helped them remember without taking away their individual
perspectives.
We can be confident that the Gospels are accurate records of what Jesus taught and
did (see 1 Corinthians 2:10-14). The Holy Spirit can help us in the same way. As
we study the Bible, we can trust him to plant truth in our mind, convince us of
God's will, and remind us when we stray from it.
The Holy Spirit helps our infirmities.
Romans 8:26-28, "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. And we
know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose."

As a believer, you are not left to your own resources to cope with problems. Even
when you don't know the right words to pray, the Holy Spirit prays with and for
you, and God answers. With God helping you pray, you don't need to be afraid to
come before him. Ask the Holy Spirit to intercede for you "in harmony with God's
own will."
Then, when you bring your requests to God, trust that he will always do what is
best. God works in "everything"—not just isolated incidents—for our good. This
does not mean that all that happens to us is good. Evil is prevalent in our fallen
world, but God is able to turn every circumstance around for our long-range good.
Note that God is not working to make us happy but to fulfill his purpose. Note also
that this promise is not for everybody. It can be claimed only by those who love
God and are called by him, that is, those whom the Holy Spirit convinces to
receive Christ. Such people have a new perspective, a new mind-set. They trust in
God, not in worldly treasures; their security is in heaven, not on earth. Their faith
in God does not waver in pain and persecution because they know God is with
them.

The Holy Spirit reveals God’s love.
1 Corinthians 2:9-12, "But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, and the deep things of God.
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God;
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God."
We cannot imagine all that God has in store for us both in this life and for eternity.
He will create a new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17; Revelation 21:1), and
we will live with him forever. Until then, his Holy Spirit comforts and guides us.
Knowing the future that awaits us should give us hope and courage to press on in
this life, to endure hardship, and to avoid giving in to temptation. This world is not
all there is.

The Holy Spirit adopts us into the family of God.

Romans 8:15-16, "For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God."
We are no longer like "fearful slaves"; instead, we are the Master's children. What
a privilege! Because we are God's children, we share in great treasures as co-heirs.
God has already given us his best gifts: his Son, his Holy Spirit, forgiveness, and
eternal life; and he encourages us to ask him for whatever we need.
The Holy Spirit will teach us all things.
John 14:26, "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."
Jesus promised the disciples that the Holy Spirit would help them remember what
he had been teaching them. This promise ensures the validity of the New
Testament.
The disciples were eyewitnesses of Jesus' life and teachings, and the Holy Spirit
helped them remember without taking away their individual perspectives. We can
be confident that the Gospels are accurate records of what Jesus taught and did (see
1 Corinthians 2:10-14). The Holy Spirit can help us in the same way. As we study
the Bible, we can trust him to plant truth in our mind, convince us of God's will,
and remind us when we stray from it.
The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth.
John 16:13-15, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. He shall
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show (meaning, to reveal)
it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he
shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you."

Jesus said the Holy Spirit would tell them "about the future"—the nature of their
mission, the opposition they would face, and the final outcome of their efforts.
They didn't fully understand these promises until the Holy Spirit came after Jesus'
death and resurrection. Then the Holy Spirit revealed truths to the disciples that
they wrote down in the books that now form the New Testament.
The Holy Spirit makes us His dwelling place.
1 Corinthians 3:16, "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?"
Paul wanted the Corinthians to understand that they were a unified assembly ("all
of you together are the temple of God" and "the Spirit of God lives in you").
They were not to see themselves as a collection of competing interests or
independent individuals. Paul was emphasizing the intent of Jesus' prayer in John
17:21-23 that believers be unified in God. What actions could you take this week
to strengthen your ties to fellow Christians in the church of Jesus Christ?

Your Body is the Temple of God.
1 Corinthians 6:19, "What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your
own?"
What did Paul mean when he said that our body belongs to God? Many people say
they have the right to do whatever they want with their own bodies. Although they
think that this is freedom, they are really enslaved to their own desires. When we
become Christians, the Holy Spirit comes to live in us. Therefore, we no longer
own our bodies. That God bought us "with a high price" refers to slaves purchased
at an auction.
Christ's death freed us from sin but also obligates us to his service. If you live in a
building owned by someone else, you try not to violate the building's rules.
Because your body belongs to God, you must not violate his standards for living.

The Corinthians had written to Paul, asking him several questions relating to the
Christian life and problems in the church. The first question was whether it was
good to be married. Paul answers this and other questions in the remainder of this
letter.
The Holy Spirit sanctifies us
The Holy Spirit is here to take us higher in our walk with God and bring us
closer in our relationship with Him. He is here to help us become more
Christ-like and be sanctified, that is made pure and holy in our walk with
God.
The Holy Spirit reveals the glory of the Lord.
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14, "But we are bound to give thanks always to God
for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth. Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ."
Paul consistently taught that salvation begins and ends with God. We can do
nothing to be saved on our own merit—we must accept God's gift of salvation (see
the note on Ephesians 1:4). There is no other way to receive forgiveness from sin.
Paul is encouraging the Thessalonian believers by reminding them that they were
chosen by God from the beginning. Being made holy is the process of Christian
growth through which the Holy Spirit makes us like Christ (Romans 8:29). See the
note on 1:11, 12.
God worked through Paul and his companions to tell the Good News so that
people could share in Christ's glory. It may seem strange that God works through
us—fallible, unfaithful, untrustworthy human creatures. But he has given us the
fantastic privilege of accomplishing his great mission—telling the world how to
find salvation.

The Spirit brings freedom.
The Bible tells us that where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom!

Where the Holy Spirit is, there is liberty.
2 Corinthians 3:17-18, "Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
He has come to set us free from the law of sin and death.
Those who were trying to be saved by keeping the Old Testament law were soon
tied up in rules and ceremonies. But now, through the Holy Spirit, God provides
freedom from sin and condemnation (Romans 8:1).
When we trust Christ to save us, he removes our heavy burden of trying to please
him and our guilt for failing to do so. By trusting Christ we are loved, accepted,
forgiven, and freed to live for him. "Wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom."
The glory that the Spirit imparts to the believer is more excellent and lasts longer
than the glory that Moses experienced. By gazing at the nature of God with
unveiled minds, we can be more like him. In the Good News, we see the truth
about Christ, and it transforms us morally as we understand and apply it. Through
learning about Christ's life, we can understand how wonderful God is and what he
is really like.
As our knowledge deepens, the Holy Spirit helps us to change. Becoming
Christlike is a progressive experience (see Romans 8:29; Galatians 4:19;
Philippians 3:21; 1 John 3:2). The more closely we follow Christ, the more we will
be like him.

The Holy Spirit makes us free.
Romans 8:2, "For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death."
This life-giving Spirit is the Holy Spirit. He was present at the creation of the
world (Genesis 1:2), and he is the power behind the rebirth of every Christian. He
gives us the power we need to live the Christian life.
It is the Holy Spirit who calls us to eternal life
It is the Holy Spirit who leads us to Christ. It is the Holy Spirit who calls
people into the kingdom of God!

The Holy Spirit invites all to come to Christ.
Revelation 22:17, "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely."
An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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