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Forward

When a spiritual relationship with God becomes routine, or even boring, perhaps
it’s time to seek a revitalized relationship with the God who yearns for your
passionate commitment.
To the “lukewarm” passage Jesus gives you a promise:
“To those who are victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just
as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne” (Revelation 3:21,

Beware of Lukewarm Christianity, which is distasteful to Christ.
Rev. 3:14-16
"Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from
the one who is the Amen—the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation:
"I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish you were
one or the other! But since you are like lukewarm water, I will spit you out of my
mouth!
And he will give you all you need from day to day if you live for him and make the
Kingdom of God your primary concern.
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Chapter 1

Believers must seek first the kingdom of God.
Matthew 6:33
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.
To “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” means to turn to God first for
help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your pattern,
and to serve and obey him in everything. What is really important to you? People,
objects, goals, and other desires all compete for priority. Any of these can quickly
bump God out of first place if you don’t actively choose to give him first place in
every area of your life.

Choose you today whom you will serve.
Joshua 24:14-15
Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put
away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in
Egypt; and serve you the Lord. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord,
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
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The people had to decide whether they would obey the Lord, who had proven his
trustworthiness, or obey the local gods, which were only man-made idols. It’s easy
to slip into a quiet rebellion—going about life in your own way. But the time
comes when you have to choose who or what will control you.
The choice is yours. Will it be God, your own limited personality, or another
imperfect substitute? Once you have chosen to be controlled by God’s Spirit,
reaffirm your choice every day.
In taking a definite stand for the Lord, Joshua again displayed his spiritual
leadership. Regardless of what others decided, Joshua had made a commitment to
God, and he was willing to set the example of living by that decision. The way we
live shows others the strength of our commitment to serving God.
My people refuse to stand up for the truth.
Jeremiah 9:3
"My people bend their tongues like bows to shoot lies. They refuse to stand up for
the truth. And they only go from bad to worse! They care nothing for me," says the
Lord.
Jeremiah felt conflicting emotions concerning his people. Lying, deceit, treachery,
adultery, and idolatry had become common sins. He was angered by their sin, but
he had compassion too. He was set apart from them by his mission for God, but he
was also one of them. Jesus had similar feelings when he stood before Jerusalem,
the city that would reject him (Matthew 23:37).

They have not helped the walls stand firm.
Ezekiel 13:5
They have done nothing to strengthen the breaks in the walls around the nation.
They have not helped it to stand firm in battle on the day of the Lord.
This warning was directed against false prophets whose messages were not from
God, but were lies intended to win popularity by saying whatever made the people
happy. False prophets did not care about the truth as Ezekiel did.
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They lulled people into a false sense of security, making Ezekiel’s job even more
difficult. Beware of people who bend the truth in their quest for popularity and
power.
Your love vanishes like the morning mist.
Hosea 6:4
"O Israel and Judah, what should I do with you?" asks the Lord. "For your love
vanishes like the morning mist and disappears like dew in the sunlight.
God answered his people, pointing out that their profession of loyalty, like mist
and dew, evaporated easily and had no substance. Many find it easy and
comfortable to maintain the appearance of being committed without deep and
sincere loyalty. If you profess loyalty to God, back it up with your actions.

The heart of the people fare fickle
Hosea 10:2
The hearts of the people are fickle; they are guilty and must be punished. The
Lord will break down their foreign altars and smash their many idols.
Israel prospered under Jeroboam II, gaining military and economic strength. But
the more prosperous the nation became, the more love it lavished on idols. It seems
as though the more God gives, the more we spend.
We want bigger houses, better cars, and finer clothes. But the finest things the
world offers line the pathway to destruction. As you prosper, consider where your
money is going. Is it being used for God’s purposes, or are you consuming it all on
yourself?
The house of God was left unbuilt.
Haggai 1:2
"This is what the Lord Almighty says: The people are saying, 'the time has not yet
come to rebuild the Lord's house—the Temple.' "
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Haggai encouraged the people to finish rebuilding the temple. Opposition from
hostile neighbors had caused them to feel discouraged and to neglect the temple,
and thus neglect God. But Haggai’s message turned them around and motivated
them to pick up their tools and continue the work they had begun.
Haggai 1:4-11
"Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins?
This is what the Lord Almighty says: Consider how things are going for you!
You have planted much but harvested little. You have food to eat, but not enough
to fill you up. You have wine to drink, but not enough to satisfy your thirst. You
have clothing to wear, but not enough to keep you warm. Your wages disappear as
though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes!
"This is what the Lord Almighty says: Consider how things are going for you!
Now go up into the hills, bring down timber, and rebuild my house. Then I will
take pleasure in it and be honored, says the Lord.
You hoped for rich harvests, but they were poor. And when you brought your
harvest home, I blew it away. Why? Because my house lies in ruins, says the Lord
Almighty, while you are all busy building your own fine houses.
That is why the heavens have withheld the dew and the earth has withheld its
crops.
I have called for a drought on your fields and hills—a drought to wither the grain
and grapes and olives and all your other crops, a drought to starve both you and
your cattle and to ruin everything you have worked so hard to get."
God asked his people how they could live in luxury when his house was lying in
ruins. The temple was the focal point of Judah’s relationship with God, but it was
still demolished.
Instead of rebuilding the temple, the people put their energies into beautifying their
own homes. However, the harder the people worked for themselves, the less they
had, because they ignored their spiritual lives.
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The same happens to us. If we put God first, he will provide for our deepest needs.
If we put him in any other place, all our efforts will be futile. Caring only for your
physical needs while ignoring your relationship with God will lead to ruin.
Because the people had not given God first place in their lives, their work was not
fruitful or productive, and their material possessions did not satisfy. While they
concentrated on building and beautifying their own homes, God’s blessing was
withheld because they no longer put him in first place.
Moses had predicted that this would be the result if the people neglected God
(Deut. 28:38-45).
Judah’s problem was confused priorities. Like Judah, our priorities involving
occupation, family, and God’s work are often confused. Jobs, homes, vacations,
and leisure activities may rank higher on our list of importance than God. What is
most important to you? Where is God on your list of priorities?
Grain, grapes for wine, and olives for oil were Israel’s major crops. The people
depended on these for security while neglecting the worship of God. As a result,
God would send a drought to destroy their livelihood and call them back to
himself.
Consider how things are going before laying the foundation.
Haggai 2:15
So think about this from now on—consider how things were going for you
before you began to lay the foundation of the Lord's Temple.
The example given in this message (delivered in December, 520 B.C.) makes it
clear that holiness will not rub off on others, but contamination will. (“Consecrated
meat” is meat made holy for the sacrifice.) As the people began to obey God, God
promised to encourage and prosper them. But they needed to understand that
activities in the temple would not clean up their sin; only repentance and obedience
could do that.
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Chapter 2

The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.
Matthew 26:41
Keep alert and pray. Otherwise temptation will overpower you. For though the
spirit is willing enough, the body is weak!"
Jesus used Peter’s drowsiness to warn him about the kinds of temptation he would
soon face. The way to overcome temptation is to keep watch and pray. Watching
means being aware of the possibilities of temptation, sensitive to the subtleties, and
spiritually equipped to fight it.
Because temptation strikes where we are most vulnerable, we can’t resist it alone.
Prayer is essential because God’s strength can shore up our defenses and defeat
Satan’s power.

Your love has become less than before.
Revelation 2:4-6
But I have this complaint against you. You don't love me or each other as you did
at first! Look how far you have fallen from your first love! Turn back to me again
and work as you did at first. If you don't, I will come and remove your lampstand
from its place among the churches. But there is this about you that is good: You
hate the deeds of the immoral Nicolaitans, just as I do.

9

Paul had once commended the church at Ephesus for its love for God and others
(Ephes. 1:15), but many of the church founders had died, and many of the secondgeneration believers had lost their zeal for God. They were a busy church—the
members did much to benefit themselves and the community—but they were
acting out of the wrong motives. Work for God must be motivated by love for God
or it will not last.
The Nicolaitans were believers who compromised their faith in order to enjoy
some of the sinful practices of Ephesian society. The name Nicolaitans is held by
some to be roughly the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word for “Balaamites.”
Balaam was a prophet who induced the Israelites to carry out their lustful desires
(see Rev. 2:14 and Numbers 31:16).
When we want to take part in an activity that we know is wrong, we may make
excuses to justify our behavior, saying that it isn’t as bad as it seems or that it
won’t hurt our faith. Christ has strong words for those who look for excuses to sin.
Through John, Jesus commended the church at Ephesus for hating the wicked
practices of the Nicolaitans. Note that they didn’t hate the people, just their sinful
actions. We should accept and love all people and refuse to tolerate all evil. God
cannot tolerate sin, and he expects us to stand against it. The world needs
Christians who will stand for God’s truth and point people toward right living.

Strengthen what little love remains.
Rev. 3:2-3
Now wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is at the point of
death. Your deeds are far from right in the sight of God. [3] Go back to what you
heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly and turn to me again. Unless you do, I
will come upon you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief.
The wealthy city of Sardis was actually in two locations. The older section of the
city was on a mountain, and, when its population outgrew the spot, a newer section
was built in the valley below.
The “seven spirits of God” is another name for the Holy Spirit. The seven stars are
the messengers, or leaders, of the churches (see Rev. 2:1).
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The problem in the Sardis church was not heresy, but spiritual death. In spite of its
reputation for being active, Sardis was infested with sin. Its deeds were evil and its
clothes soiled. The Spirit has no words of commendation for this church that
looked so good on the outside but was so corrupt on the inside.
The church at Sardis was urged to obey the Christian truth they had heard when
they first believed in Christ, to get back to the basics of the faith. It is important to
grow in our knowledge of the Lord, to deepen our understanding through careful
study. But no matter how much we learn, we must never abandon the basic truths
about Jesus.
Jesus will always be God’s Son, and his sacrifice for our sins is permanent. No
new truth from God will ever contradict these Biblical teachings.

God challenges the church to be hot or cold.
Rev 3:15-16
And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of
my mouth.
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Chapter 3

Example of lukewarmness
The Reubenites, when Deborah called on them to assist Sisera
Judges 5:16
Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleatings of the flocks? For
the divisions of Reuben there were great searchings of heart.
Four tribes—Reuben, Gilead (either Gad or Manasseh), Dan, and Asher—were
accused of not lending a helping hand in the battle.
No reasons are given for their refusal to help their fellow Israelites, but they may
be the same ones that stopped them from driving out the Canaanites in the first
place:
(1) Lack of faith in God to help,
(2) Lack of effort,
(3) Fear of the enemy, and
(4) Fear of antagonizing those with whom they did business and thus from whom
they prospered.
This disobedience showed a lack of enthusiasm for God’s plan.
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The Jews under Nehemiah
Nehemiah 3:5
And next unto them the Tekoites repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to
the work of their Lord.
The nobles of Tekoa were lazy and wouldn’t help. These men were the only ones
who did not support the building project in Jerusalem. Every group, even churches,
will have those who think they are too wise or important to work hard. Gentle
encouragement doesn’t seem to help. Sometimes the best policy is to ignore them.
They may think they are getting away with something, but their inactivity will be
remembered by all who worked hard.
The house of the Lord was forsaken.
Nehemiah 13:11
Then contended I with the rulers, and said, why is the house of God forsaken? And
I gathered them together, and set them in their place.
Because the Levites were no longer supported, they had returned to their farms to
support themselves, neglecting their temple duties and the spiritual welfare of the
people. Spiritual workers deserve their pay, and their support ought to be enough to
care for their needs. They shouldn’t have to suffer (or leave) because believers
don’t adequately assess and meet the needs of their ministers.
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The congregation at
Pergamos
Rev 2:14-16
And yet I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some among you who
are like Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people of Israel. He taught
them to worship idols by eating food offered to idols and by committing sexual sin.
In the same way, you have some Nicolaitans among you—people who follow the
same teaching and commit the same sins.
Repent, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against them with the sword of
my mouth.
There is room for differences of opinion among Christians in some areas, but there
is no room for heresy and moral impurity. Your town might not participate in idol
feasts, but it probably has pornography, sexual sin, cheating, gossiping, and lying.
Don’t tolerate sin by bowing to the pressure to be open-minded.
Balak was a king who feared the large number of Israelites traveling through his
country, so he hired Balaam to pronounce a curse on them. Balaam refused at first,
but an offer of money changed his mind (Numbers 22-24). Later Balaam
influenced the Israelites to turn to idol worship (Numbers 31:16; also see 2 Peter
2:15; Jude 1:11). Here Christ rebuked the church for tolerating those who, like
Balaam, lead people away from God.
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Thyatira
Rev 2:20-24
But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that woman—that
Jezebel who calls herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She is
encouraging them to worship idols, eat food offered to idols, and commit sexual
sin.
I gave her time to repent, but she would not turn away from her immorality.
Therefore, I will throw her upon a sickbed, and she will suffer greatly with all who
commit adultery with her, unless they turn away from all their evil deeds.
I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am the one
who searches out the thoughts and intentions of every person. And I will give to
each of you whatever you deserve.
But I also have a message for the rest of you in Thyatira who have not followed
this false teaching ('deeper truths,' as they call them—depths of Satan, really). I
will ask nothing more of you
A woman in the church in Thyatira was teaching that immorality was not a serious
matter for believers. Her name may have been Jezebel, or John may have used the
name Jezebel to symbolize the kind of evil she was promoting. Jezebel, a pagan
queen of Israel, was considered the most evil woman who ever lived (see 1 Kings
19:1-2; 1 Kings 21:1-15; 2 Kings 9:7-10, 30-37; and her Profile).
Why is sexual immorality serious? Sex outside marriage always hurts someone. It
hurts God because it shows that we prefer to satisfy our desires our own way
instead of according to God’s Word, or to satisfy them now instead of waiting for
his timing. It hurts others because it violates the commitment so necessary to a
relationship. It hurts us because it often brings disease to our bodies and adversely
affects our personalities. Sexual immorality has tremendous power to destroy
families, churches, and communities because it destroys the integrity on which
these relationships are built. God wants to protect us from hurting ourselves and
others; thus we are to have no part in sexual immorality, even if our culture accepts
it.
In pagan temples, meat was often offered to idols. Then the meat that wasn’t
burned was sold to shoppers in the temple marketplace.
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Eating meat offered to idols wasn’t wrong in itself, but it could violate the
principle of sensitivity toward weaker Christian brothers and sisters who would be
bothered by it (see 1 Cor. 8 and the note on +Romans 14:2). Jezebel was obviously
more concerned about her own selfish pleasure and freedom than about the needs
and concerns of fellow believers.
Jezebel was unwilling to repent. “Repent” means to change our mind and direction
from following our way to following God’s way, from sin and its disastrous
consequences to God and eternal life. In his mercy, God has given us time in his
mercy to decide to follow him. Only our stubborn willfulness stands in the way.
We cannot hide from Christ; he knows what is in our hearts and minds, and still he
loves us. The sins we try to hide from God need to be confessed to him.
The “deep secrets” of Satan were either false teaching advocated by heretics, or
secret insights by so-called believers “guaranteed” to promote deeper spiritual life.
We should hold tightly to the basics of our Christian faith and view with caution
and counsel any new teaching that turns us away from the Bible, the fellowship of
our church, or our basic confession of faith.
Sardis
Rev 3:1-3
"Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message from the
one who has the sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars.
"I know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation for being alive—but
you are dead.
Now wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is at the point of
death. Your deeds are far from right in the sight of God. [3] Go back to what you
heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly and turn to me again. Unless you do, I
will come upon you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief.
The wealthy city of Sardis was actually in two locations. The older section of the
city was on a mountain, and, when its population outgrew the spot, a newer section
was built in the valley below.
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The “seven spirits of God” is another name for the Holy Spirit. The seven stars are
the messengers, or leaders, of the churches (see Rev. 2:1).
The problem in the Sardis church was not heresy, but spiritual death. In spite of its
reputation for being active, Sardis was infested with sin. Its deeds were evil and its
clothes soiled. The Spirit has no words of commendation for this church that
looked so good on the outside but was so corrupt on the inside.
The church at Sardis was urged to obey the Christian truth they had heard when
they first believed in Christ, to get back to the basics of the faith. It is important to
grow in our knowledge of the Lord, to deepen our understanding through careful
study. But no matter how much we learn, we must never abandon the basic truths
about Jesus. Jesus will always be God’s Son, and his sacrifice for our sins is
permanent. No new truth from God will ever contradict these Biblical teachings.

Laodicea
Rev. 3:14-16
And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; these things saith the
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;
I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of
my mouth.
Laodicea was the wealthiest of the seven cities, known for its banking industry,
manufacture of wool, and a medical school that produced eye salve. But the city
had always had a problem with its water supply. At one time an aqueduct was built
to bring water to the city from hot springs. But by the time the water reached the
city, it was neither hot nor refreshingly cool—only lukewarm. The church had
become as bland as the tepid water that came into the city.
Lukewarm water makes a disgusting drink. The church in Laodicea had become
lukewarm and thus distasteful and repugnant. The believers didn’t take a stand for
anything; indifference had led to idleness. By neglecting to do anything for Christ,
the church had become hardened and self-satisfied, and it was destroying itself.
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There is nothing more disgusting than a halfhearted, in-name-only Christian who is
self-sufficient. Don’t settle for following God halfway. Let Christ fire up your faith
and get you into the action.
Some believers falsely assume that numerous material possessions are a sign of
God’s spiritual blessing. Laodicea was a wealthy city, and the church was also
wealthy. But what the Laodiceans could see and buy had become more valuable to
them than what is unseen and eternal.
Wealth, luxury, and ease can make people feel confident, satisfied, and
complacent. But no matter how much you possess or how much money you make,
you have nothing if you don’t have a vital relationship with Christ. How does your
current level of wealth affect your spiritual desire? Instead of centering your life
primarily on comfort and luxury, find your true riches in Christ.

Rev. 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior
and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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