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Overview

MARY (JESUS MOTHER) IS VISITED BY AN ANGEL
Mary’s story is told throughout the Gospels. She is also mentioned in Acts 1:14.
Motherhood is a painful privilege. Young Mary of Nazareth had the unique
privilege of being mother to the very Son of God. Yet the pains and pleasures of
her motherhood can be understood by mothers everywhere. Mary was the only
human present at Jesus birth who also witnessed his death. She saw him arrive as
her baby son, and she watched him die as her Savior.
Until Gabriel’s unexpected visit, Mary’s life was quite satisfactory. She had
recently become engaged to a carpenter, Joseph, and was anticipating married life.
But her life was about to change forever.
Angels don’t usually make appointments before visiting. As if she were being
congratulated for winning the grand prize in a contest she had never entered, Mary
found the angels greeting puzzling and his presence frightening. What she heard
next was the news almost every woman in Israel hoped to hear—that her child
would be the Messiah, Gods promised Savior. Mary did not doubt the message, but
rather asked how pregnancy would be possible. Gabriel told her the baby would be
Gods Son. Her answer was the one God waits in vain to hear from so many other
people: “I am the Lords servant. . . . May it be to me as you have said” (Luke
1:38). Later, her song of joy shows us how well she knew God, for her thoughts
were filled with his words from the Old Testament.
Within a few weeks of his birth, Jesus was taken to the temple to be dedicated to
God. There Joseph and Mary were met by two devout people, Simeon and Anna,
who recognized the child as the Messiah and praised God. Simeon directed some
words to Mary that must have come to her mind many times in the years that
followed: “A sword will pierce your own soul” (Luke 2:35). A big part of her
painful privilege of motherhood would be to see her son rejected and crucified by
the people he came to save.
We can imagine that even if she had known all she would suffer as Jesus mother,
Mary would still have given the same response. Are you, like Mary, available to be
used by God?
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The mother of Jesus
Matthew 1:16
And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is
called Christ.
Because Mary was a virgin when she became pregnant, Matthew lists Joseph only
as the husband of Mary, not the father of Jesus. Matthew’s genealogy gives Jesus’
legal (or royal) lineage through Joseph. Mary’s ancestral line is recorded in Luke
3:23-38. Both Mary and Joseph were direct descendants of David.
Matthew traced the genealogy back to Abraham, while Luke traced it back to
Adam. Matthew wrote to the Jews, so Jesus was shown as a descendant of their
father, Abraham. Luke wrote to the Gentiles, so he emphasized Jesus as the Savior
of all people
Luke 1:26-38
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
named Nazareth,
To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and
the virgin's name was Mary.
And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the
Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.
And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary:
for thou hast found favour with God.
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call
his name Jesus.
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throne of his father David:
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And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall
be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, how shall this be, seeing I know not a
man?
And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age:
and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.
For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of
the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

Scripture review
Gabriel appeared not only to Zechariah and to Mary but also to the prophet Daniel
more than 500 years earlier (Daniel 8:15-17; Daniel 9:21). Each time Gabriel
appeared, he brought important messages from God.
Nazareth, Joseph’s and Mary’s hometown, was a long way from Jerusalem, the
center of Jewish life and worship. Located on a major trade route, Nazareth was
frequently visited by Gentile merchants and Roman soldiers. It was known for its
independent and aloof attitude. Jesus was born in Bethlehem but grew up in
Nazareth. Nevertheless, the people of Nazareth would reject him as the Messiah
(Luke 4:22-30).
Mary was young, poor, female—all characteristics that, to the people of her day,
would make her seem unusable by God for any major task. But God chose Mary
for one of the most important acts of obedience he has ever demanded of anyone.
You may feel that your ability, experience, or education makes you an unlikely
candidate for God’s service. Don’t limit God’s choices. He can use you if you trust
him.
God’s favor does not automatically bring instant success or fame. His blessing on
Mary, the honor of being the mother of the Messiah, would lead to much pain: her
peers would ridicule her; her fiance would come close to leaving her; her son
would be rejected and murdered.
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But through her son would come the world’s only hope, and this is why Mary has
been praised by countless generations as the young girl who “found favor with
God.” Her submission was part of God’s plan to bring about our salvation.
If sorrow weighs you down and dims your hope, think of Mary and wait patiently
for God to finish working out his plan.
Jesus, a Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua, was a common name meaning
“the LORD saves.” Just as Joshua had led Israel into the promised land (see Joshua
1:1-2), so Jesus would lead his people into eternal life. The symbolism of his name
was not lost on the people of his day, who took names seriously and saw them as a
source of power. In Jesus’ name people were healed, demons were banished, and
sins were forgiven.
Centuries earlier, God had promised David that David’s kingdom would last
forever (2 Samuel 7:16). This promise was fulfilled in the coming of Jesus, a direct
descendant of David, whose reign will continue throughout eternity.

The birth of Jesus to a virgin is a miracle that many people find hard to believe.
These three facts can aid our faith:
(1) Luke was a medical doctor, and he knew perfectly well how babies are made. It
would have been just as hard for him to believe in a virgin birth as it is for us, and
yet he reports it as fact.
(2) Luke was a painstaking researcher who based his Gospel on eyewitness
accounts. Tradition holds that he talked with Mary about the events he recorded in
the first two chapters. This is Mary’s story, not a fictional invention.
(3) Christians and Jews, who worship God as the Creator of the universe, should
believe that God has the power to create a child in a virgin’s womb.
Jesus was born without the sin that entered the world through Adam. He was born
holy, just as Adam was created sinless. In contrast to Adam, who disobeyed God,
Jesus obeyed God and was thus able to face sin’s consequences in our place and
make us acceptable to God (Romans 5:14-19).

5

A young unmarried girl who became pregnant risked disaster. Unless the father of
the child agreed to marry her, she would probably remain unmarried for life. If her
own father rejected her, she could be forced into begging or prostitution in order to
earn her living.
And Mary, with her story about being made pregnant by the Holy Spirit, risked
being considered crazy as well. Still Mary said, despite the possible risks, “May it
be to me as you have said.” When Mary said that, she didn’t know about the
tremendous opportunity she would have. She only knew that God was asking her
to serve him, and she willingly obeyed.
Don’t wait to see the bottom line before offering your life to God. Offer yourself
willingly, even when the outcome seems disastrous.
God’s announcement of a child to be born was met with various responses
throughout Scripture. Sarah, Abraham’s wife, laughed (Genesis 18:9-15).
Zechariah doubted (Luke 1:18).
By contrast, Mary submitted. She believed the angel’s words and agreed to bear
the child, even under humanly impossible circumstances. God is able to do the
impossible. Our response to his demands should not be laughter, or doubt, but
willing acceptance.

Luke 2:5-19
To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was,
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered.
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And
there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid.
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And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you; ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger.
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told
them concerning this child.
And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the
shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
Scripture review
The government forced Joseph to make a long trip just to pay his taxes. His
fiancee, who had to go with him, was going to have a baby any moment. But when
they arrived in Bethlehem, they couldn’t even find a place to stay.
When we do God’s will, we are not guaranteed a comfortable life. But we are
promised that everything, even our discomfort, has meaning in God’s plan.
Bands of cloth were used to keep a baby warm and give it a sense of security.
These cloths were believed to protect its internal organs. The custom of wrapping
infants this way is still practiced in many mideastern countries.
This mention of the manger is the basis for the traditional belief that Jesus was
born in a stable. Stables were often caves with feeding troughs (mangers) carved
into the rock walls. Despite popular Christmas card pictures, the surroundings were
dark and dirty.
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This was not the atmosphere the Jews expected as the birthplace of the Messiah
King. They thought their promised Messiah would be born in royal surroundings.
We should not limit God by our expectations. He is at work wherever he is needed
in our sin-darkened and dirty world.
Although our first picture of Jesus is as a baby in a manger, it must not be our last.
The Christ-child in the manger has been made into a beautiful Christmas scene, but
we cannot leave him there.
This tiny, helpless baby lived an amazing life, died for us, ascended to heaven, and
will come back to this earth as King of kings. Christ will rule the world and judge
all people according to their decisions about him.
Do you still picture Jesus as a baby in a manger—or is he your Lord? Make sure
you don’t underestimate Jesus. Let him grow up in your life.
God continued to reveal his Son, but not to those we might expect. Luke records
that Jesus’ birth was announced to shepherds in the fields. These may have been
the shepherds who supplied the lambs for the temple sacrifices that were
performed for the forgiveness of sin.
Here the angels invited these shepherds to greet the Lamb of God (John 1:36), who
would take away the sins of the whole world forever.
What a birth announcement! The shepherds were terrified, but their fear turned to
joy as the angels announced the Messiah’s birth. First the shepherds ran to see the
baby; then they spread the word. Jesus is your Messiah, your Savior.
Do you look forward to meeting him in prayer and in his Word each day? Have
you discovered a Lord so wonderful that you can’t help sharing your joy with your
friends?
The greatest event in history had just happened! The Messiah had been born! For
ages the Jews had waited for this, and when it finally occurred, the announcement
came to humble shepherds. The good news about Jesus is that he comes to all,
including the plain and the ordinary. He comes to anyone with a heart humble
enough to accept him. Whoever you are, whatever you do, you can have Jesus in
your life. Don’t think you need extraordinary qualifications—he accepts you as
you are.
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Some of the Jews were waiting for a savior to deliver them from Roman rule;
others hoped the Christ (Messiah) would deliver them from physical ailments. But
Jesus, while healing their illnesses and establishing a spiritual kingdom, delivered
them from sin. His work is more far-reaching than anyone could imagine.
Christ paid the price for sin and opened the way to peace with God. He offers us
more than temporary political or physical changes—he offers us new hearts that
will last for eternity.
The story of Jesus’ birth resounds with music that has inspired composers for
2,000 years. The angels’ song is an all-time favorite. Often called the Gloria after
its first word in the Latin translation, it is the basis of modern choral works,
traditional Christmas carols, and ancient liturgical chants.
Visits her cousin, Elisabeth
Luke 1:39-56
And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city
of Juda; [And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.
And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe
leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:
And she spoke out with a loud voice, and said, blessed art thou among women, and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?
For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped
in my womb for joy. And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a
performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.
And Mary said, my soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour. For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold,
from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. And his
mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.
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He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and
exalted them of low degree.
He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; as he spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.
And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house.

Scripture review
Apparently the Holy Spirit told Elizabeth that Mary’s child was the Messiah
because Elizabeth called her young relative “the mother of my Lord” as she
greeted her. As Mary rushed off to visit her relative, she must have been
wondering if the events of the last few days were real.
Elizabeth’s greeting must have strengthened her faith. Mary’s pregnancy may have
seemed impossible, but her wise relative believed in the Lord’s faithfulness and
rejoiced in Mary’s blessed condition.
1:42-43 Even though she herself was pregnant with a long-awaited son, Elizabeth
could have envied Mary, whose son would be even greater than her own. Instead
she was filled with joy that the mother of her Lord would visit her. Have you ever
envied people whom God has apparently singled out for special blessing? A cure
for jealousy is to rejoice with those people, realizing that God uses his people in
ways best suited to his purpose.
This song is often called the Magnificat, the first word in the Latin translation of
this passage. Mary’s song has often been used as the basis for choral music and
hymns. Like Hannah, the mother of Samuel (1 Samuel 2:1-10), Mary glorified God
in song for what he was going to do for the world through her.
Notice that in both songs, God is pictured as a champion of the poor, the
oppressed, and the despised.
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When Mary said, “From now on all generations will call me blessed,” was she
being proud? No, she was recognizing and accepting the gift God had given her.
If Mary had denied her incredible position, she would have been throwing God’s
blessing back at him. Pride is refusing to accept God’s gifts or taking credit for
what God has done; humility is accepting the gifts and using them to praise and
serve God. Don’t deny, belittle, or ignore your gifts. Thank God for them and use
them to his glory.
God kept his promise to Abraham to be merciful to God’s people forever (Genesis
22:16-18). Christ’s birth fulfilled the promise, and Mary understood this. She was
not surprised when her special son eventually announced that he was the Messiah.
She had known Jesus’ mission from before his birth
Attends the feast at Jerusalem with her husband and her son, starts
back on the return, misses Jesus, seeks and finds him in the temple area
Luke 2:48-51
And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son,
why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy father and I have sought thee
sorrowing.
And he said unto them, how is it that ye sought me? Do you not that I must be
about my Father's business?
And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down
with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept
all these sayings in her heart.

Mary had to let go of her child and let him become a man, God’s Son, the Messiah.
Fearful that she hadn’t been careful enough with this God-given child, she
searched frantically for him. But she was looking for a boy, not the young man
who was in the temple astounding the religious leaders with his questions.
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It is hard to let go of people or projects we have nurtured. It is both sweet and
painful to see our children as adults, our students as teachers, our subordinates as
managers, our inspirations as institutions.
This is the first mention of Jesus’ awareness that he was God’s Son. But even
though he knew his real Father, he did not reject his earthly parents. He went back
to Nazareth with them and lived under their authority for another 18 years. God’s
people do not despise human relationships or family responsibilities. If the Son of
God obeyed his human parents, how much more should we honor our family
members! Don’t use commitment to God’s work to justify neglecting your family.
Jesus’ parents didn’t understand what he meant about his Father’s house. They
didn’t realize he was making a distinction between his earthly father and his
heavenly Father. Jesus knew that he had a unique relationship with God.
Although Mary and Joseph knew he was God’s Son, they didn’t understand what
his mission would involve. Besides, they had to raise him, along with his brothers
and sisters (Matthew 13:55-56), as a normal child. They knew he was unique, but
they did not know what was going on in his mind.

Mary is present with Jesus at a marriage feast in Cana of Galilee
John 2:1-10
And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus
was there: And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.
And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, they have no
wine.
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet
come. His mother saith unto the servants, whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.
And there were set there six water pots of stone, after the manner of the purifying
of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, Fill the
water pots with water. And they filled them up to the brim.
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And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast.
And they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made
wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew
the governor of the feast called the bridegroom,
And saith unto him, every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and
when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good
wine until now.

Jesus was on a mission to save the world, the greatest mission in the history of
mankind. Yet he took time to attend a wedding and take part in its festivities.
We may be tempted to think we should not take time out from our “important”
work for social occasions. But maybe these social occasions are part of our
mission. Jesus valued these wedding festivities because they involved people, and
Jesus came to be with people.
Our mission can often be accomplished in joyous times of celebration with others.
Bring balance to your life by bringing Jesus into times of pleasure as well as times
of work.
Weddings in Jesus’ day were week-long festivals. Banquets would be prepared for
many guests, and the week would be spent celebrating the new life of the married
couple. Often the whole town was invited, and everybody would come—it was
considered an insult to refuse an invitation to a wedding.
To accommodate many people, careful planning was needed. To run out of wine
was more than embarrassing; it broke the strong unwritten laws of hospitality.
Jesus was about to respond to a heartfelt need.
Mary was probably not asking Jesus to do a miracle; she was simply hoping that
her son would help solve this major problem and find some wine. Tradition says
that Joseph, Mary’s husband, was dead, so she probably was used to asking for her
son’s help in certain situations. Jesus’ answer to Mary is difficult to understand,
but maybe that is the point.
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Although Mary did not understand what Jesus was going to do, she trusted him to
do what was right. Those who believe in Jesus but run into situations they cannot
understand must continue to trust that he will work in the best way.
The six stone water jars were normally used for ceremonial washing. When full,
the pots would hold 20 to 30 gallons. According to the Jews’ ceremonial law,
people became symbolically unclean by touching objects of everyday life. Before
eating, the Jews would pour water over their hands to cleanse themselves of any
bad influences associated with what they had touched.
People look everywhere but to God for excitement and meaning. For some reason,
they expect God to be dull and lifeless. Just as the wine Jesus made was the best,
so life in him is better than life on our own. Why wait until everything else runs
out before trying God? Why save the best until last?
Seeks Jesus when he is teaching in a house
Matthew 12:46-47
While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood
without, desiring to speak with him. Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother
and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee.

Jesus was not denying his responsibility to his earthly family. On the contrary, he
criticized the religious leaders for not following the Old Testament command to
honor their parents (Matthew 15:1-9).
He provided for his mother’s security as he hung on the cross (John 19:25-27). His
mother and brothers were present in the upper room at Pentecost (Acts 1:14).
Instead Jesus was pointing out that spiritual relationships are as binding as physical
ones, and he was paving the way for a new community of believers (the universal
church), our spiritual family.
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Present at the cross
John 19:25-26
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the
wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. [26] When Jesus therefore saw his
mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother,
Woman, behold thy son!
Even while dying on the cross, Jesus was concerned about his family. He
instructed John to care for Mary, Jesus’ mother. Our families are precious gifts
from God, and we should value and care for them under all circumstances.
Neither Christian work nor key responsibilities in any job or position excuse us
from caring for our families. What can you do today to show your love to your
family?
Jesus asked his close friend John, the writer of this Gospel, to care for Jesus’
mother, Mary, whose husband, Joseph, must have been dead by this time. Why
didn’t Jesus assign this task to his brothers? As the oldest son, Jesus entrusted his
mother to a person who stayed with him at the cross—and that was John.

Is committed to the care of John
John 19:27
Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple
took her unto his own home.

Lives with the disciples in Jerusalem
Acts 1:14
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women,
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
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Prophecies concerning Mary
Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Strengths and accomplishments:
The mother of Jesus, the Messiah
The one human who was with Jesus from birth to death
Willing to be available to God
Knew and applied Old Testament Scriptures

Lessons for life:
God’s best servants are often ordinary people available to him.
God’s plans involve extraordinary events in ordinary people’s lives.
A person’s character is revealed by his or her response to the unexpected.
Vital statistics:
Where: Nazareth, Bethlehem
Occupation: Homemaker
Relatives: Husband: Joseph. Relatives: Zechariah and Elizabeth. Children: Jesus,
James, Joseph, Judas, Simon, and daughters
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To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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