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Overview
MARY (LAZARUS SISTER) FELT HOSPITALITY MEANT GIVE MORE
ATTENTION TO JESUS
Mary’s story is told in Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1745; John 12:1-11.
Hospitality is an art. Making sure a guest is welcomed, warmed, and well fed
requires creativity, organization, and teamwork. Their ability to accomplish these
goals makes Mary and her sister Martha one of the best hospitality teams in the
Bible. Their frequent guest was Jesus Christ.
For Mary, hospitality meant giving more attention to the guest himself than to the
needs he might have. She would rather talk than cook. She was more interested in
her guest’s words than in the cleanliness of her home or the timeliness of her
meals. She let her older sister Martha take care of those details. Mary’s approach to
events shows her to be mainly a “responder.” She did little preparation—her role
was participation. Unlike her sister, who had to learn to stop and listen, Mary
needed to learn that action is often appropriate and necessary.
We first meet Mary during a visit Jesus paid to her home. She simply sat at his feet
and listened. When Martha became irritated at her sisters lack of help, Jesus stated
that Mary’s choice to enjoy his company was the most appropriate response at the
time. Our last glimpse of Mary shows her to have become a woman of thoughtful
and worshipful action. Again she was at Jesus feet, washing them with perfume
and wiping them with her hair. She seemed to understand, better even than the
disciples, why Jesus was going to die. Jesus said her act of worship would be told
everywhere, along with the gospel, as an example of costly service.
What kind of hospitality does Jesus receive in your life? Are you so busy planning
and running your life that you neglect precious time with him? Or do you respond
to him by listening to his Word, then finding ways to worship him with your life? It
is that kind of hospitality he longs for from each of us.

Perhaps the only Mary understood and accepted Jesus coming death, taking time
to anoint his body while he was still living. She learned when to listen and when
to act
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Sits at Jesus' feet for instruction
Luke 10:38-40
Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a
certain woman named Martha received him into her house.
And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word.
But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord,
dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? Bid her therefore that
she help me.
And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and
troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that
good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
Mary and Martha both loved Jesus. On this occasion they were both serving him.
But Martha thought Mary’s style of serving was inferior to hers. She didn’t realize
that in her desire to serve, she was actually neglecting her guest. Are you so busy
doing things for Jesus that you’re not spending any time with him? Don’t let your
service become self-serving.

Beloved of Jesus
John 11:1-5
Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and
her sister Martha.
It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is
sick.
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When Jesus heard that, he said, this sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. Now Jesus loved Martha, and
her sister, and Lazarus.
The village of Bethany was located about two miles east of Jerusalem on the road
to Jericho. It was near enough to Jerusalem for Jesus and the disciples to be in
danger, but far enough away so as not to attract attention prematurely.
As their brother grew very sick, Mary and Martha turned to Jesus for help. They
believed in his ability to help because they had seen his miracles. We too know of
Jesus’ miracles, both from Scripture and through changed lives we have seen.
When we need extraordinary help, Jesus offers extraordinary resources. We should
not hesitate to ask him for assistance.
Any trial a believer faces can ultimately bring glory to God because God can bring
good out of any bad situation (Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28). When trouble comes,
do you grumble, complain, and blame God, or do you see your problems as
opportunities to honor him?
Jesus loved this family and often stayed with them. He knew their pain but did not
respond immediately. His delay had a specific purpose. God’s timing, especially
his delays, may make us think he is not answering or is not answering the way we
want. But he will meet all our needs according to his perfect schedule and purpose
(Phil. 4:19). Patiently await his timing.

Anoints Jesus
Matthew 26:7-13
There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment,
and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat.
But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, to what purpose is this
waste?
For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor. When
Jesus understood it, he said unto them, why trouble ye the woman? For she hath
wrought a good work upon me.
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For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. For in that she
hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.
Verily I say unto you, Whosesoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole
world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of
her.
This woman was Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, who lived in Bethany
(John 12:1-3). Alabaster jars were carved from a translucent gypsum. These jars
were used to hold perfumed oil.
All the disciples were indignant, but John’s Gospel singles out Judas Iscariot as
especially so (John 12:4).
Here Jesus brought back to mind Deut. 15:11: “There will always be poor people
in the land.” This statement does not justify ignoring the needs of the poor.
Scripture continually calls us to care for the needy. The passage in Deuteronomy
continues: “therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and
toward the poor and needy in your land.’ ” Rather, by saying this, Jesus highlighted
the special sacrifice Mary made for him.
A Message is sent to Jesus.
John 11:2
(It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
The village of Bethany was located about two miles east of Jerusalem on the road
to Jericho. It was near enough to Jerusalem for Jesus and the disciples to be in
danger, but far enough away so as not to attract attention prematurely.
As their brother grew very sick, Mary and Martha turned to Jesus for help. They
believed in his ability to help because they had seen his miracles. We too know of
Jesus’ miracles, both from Scripture and through changed lives we have seen.
When we need extraordinary help, Jesus offers extraordinary resources. We should
not hesitate to ask him for assistance.
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John 12:1-11
Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was
which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. There they made him a
supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with
him.
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the
feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the
odor of the ointment.
Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray
him, Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the
poor?
This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the
bag, and bare what was put therein. Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day
of my burying hath she kept this.
For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always. Much people of
the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake only,
but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead.
But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; because
that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus.
Pure nard was a fragrant ointment imported from the mountains of India. Thus it
was very expensive. The amount Mary used was worth a year’s wages.
Judas often dipped into the disciples’ money bag for his own use. Quite likely,
Jesus knew what Judas was doing (John 2:24-25; John 6:64), but never did or said
anything about it. Similarly, when we choose the way of sin, God may not
immediately do anything to stop us, but this does not mean he approves of our
actions. What we deserve will come.
Judas used a pious phrase to hide his true motives. But Jesus knew what was in his
heart. Judas’s life had become a lie, and the devil was entering him (John 13:27).
Satan is the father of lies, and a lying character opens the door to his influence.
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Jesus’ knowledge of us should make us want to keep our actions consistent with
our words. Because we have nothing to fear with him, we should have nothing to
hide.
This act and Jesus’ response to it do not teach us to ignore the poor so we can
spend money extravagantly for Christ. This was a unique act for a specific
occasion—an anointing that anticipated Jesus’ burial and a public declaration of
faith in him as Messiah. Jesus’ words should have taught Judas a valuable lesson
about the worth of money. Unfortunately, Judas did not take heed; soon he would
sell his Master’s life for 30 pieces of silver.
The chief priests’ blindness and hardness of heart caused them to sink ever deeper
into sin. They rejected the Messiah and planned to kill him, and then plotted to
murder Lazarus as well. One sin leads to another. From the Jewish leaders’ point
of view, they could accuse Jesus of blasphemy because he claimed equality with
God. But Lazarus had done nothing of the kind.
They wanted Lazarus dead simply because he was a living witness to Jesus’ power.
This is a warning to us to avoid sin. Sin leads to more sin, a downward spiral that
can be stopped only by repentance and the power of the Holy Spirit to change our
behavior.

Lessons from her life:
The busyness of serving God can become a barrier to knowing him personally
Small acts of obedience and service have widespread effects

Key verses:
“When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. I
tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she
has done will also be told, in memory of her” (Matthew 26:12-13).
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To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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