Overview

MICHAL BECAME INVOLVED IN SAVING DAVID'S LIFE

Michal’s story is told in 1 Samuel 14-2 Samuel 6. She is also mentioned in 1
Chron. 15:29.
Sometimes love is not enough—especially if that love is little more than the strong
emotional attraction that grows between a hero and an admirer.
To Michal, Saul’s daughter, the courageous young David must have seemed like a
dream come true. Her feelings about this hero gradually became obvious to others,
and eventually, her father heard about her love for David. He saw this as an
opportunity to get rid of his rival for the people’s loyalty.
He promised Michal’s hand in marriage in exchange for David’s success in the
impossible task of killing 100 Philistines. But David was victorious, and so Saul
lost a daughter and saw his rival become even more popular with the people.
Michal’s love for David did not have time to be tested by the realities of marriage.
Instead, she became involved in saving David’s life. Her quick thinking helped him
escape, but it cost her Saul’s anger and her separation from David. Her father gave
her to another man, Paltiel, but David eventually took her back.
Unlike her brother Jonathan, Michal did not have the kind of deep relationship
with God that would have helped her through the difficulties in her life. Instead she
became bitter.
She could not share David’s joyful worship of God, so she hated it. As a result, she
never bore David any children.

Michal was the younger of Saul's two daughters by his wife Ahinoam
1 Samuel 14:49-50
Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, and Ishui, and Melchi-shua: and the names of
his two daughters were these; the name of the firstborn Merab, and the name of the
younger Michal:
And the name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz: and the name
of the captain of his host was Abner, the son of Ner, Saul's uncle.

Michal fell in love with David and becomes his wife"
1 Samuel 18:20-28
In the meantime, Saul's daughter Michal had fallen in love with David, and Saul
was delighted when he heard about it.
"Here's another chance to see him killed by the Philistines!" Saul said to himself.
But to David he said, "I have a way for you to become my son-in-law after all!"
Then Saul told his men to say confidentially to David, "The king really likes you,
and so do we. Why don't you accept the king's offer and become his son-in-law?"
When Saul's men said these things to David, he replied, "How can a poor man
from a humble family afford the bride price for the daughter of a king?"
When Saul's men reported this back to the king, he told them, "Tell David that all I
want for the bride price is one hundred Philistine foreskins! Vengeance on my
enemies is all I really want." But what Saul had in mind was that David would be
killed in the fight.
David was delighted to accept the offer. So before the time limit expired, [27] he
and his men went out and killed two hundred Philistines and presented all their
foreskins to the king. So Saul gave Michal to David to be his wife.

When the king realized how much the Lord was with David and how much Michal
loved him,

Michal showed her affection for him by promoting his escape to
Naioth when Saul sought his life
1 Samuel 19:12-17
So she helped him climb out through a window, and he escaped. Then she took an
idol and put it in his bed, covered it with blankets, and put a cushion of goat's hair
at its head.
When the troops came to arrest David, she told them he was sick and couldn't get
out of bed.
"Then bring him to me in his bed," Saul ordered, "so I can kill him as he lies
there!" And he sent them back to David's house.
But when they came to carry David out, they discovered that it was only an idol in
the bed with a cushion of goat's hair at its head.
"Why have you tricked me and let my enemy escape?" Saul demanded of Michal.
"I had to," Michal replied. "He threatened to kill me if I didn't help him."

After this she did not see David for many years. Meanwhile she was given in
marriage to another man, Phalti or Phaltiel of Gallim
1 Samuel 25:44
Saul, meanwhile, had given his daughter Michal, David's wife, to a man from
Gallim named Palti son of Laish.

David afterwards formally reclaimed her as his lawful wife
2 Samuel 3:13-17
"All right," David replied, "but I will not negotiate with you unless you bring back
my wife Michal, Saul's daughter, when you come."

David then sent this message to Ishbosheth, Saul's son: "Give me back my wife
Michal, for I bought her with the lives of one hundred Philistines."
So Ishbosheth took Michal away from her husband Palti son of Laish.
Palti followed along behind her as far as Bahurim, weeping as he went. Then
Abner told him, "Go back home!" So Palti returned.
Meanwhile, Abner had consulted with the leaders of Israel. "For some time now,"
he told them, "you have wanted to make David your king.
The relation between her and David soon after this was altered. They became
alienated from each other. This happened on that memorable day when the ark was
brought up in great triumph from its temporary resting-place to the Holy City.
In David's conduct on that occasion she saw nothing but a needless humiliation of
the royal dignity.
Michal had been married to David. Saul had arranged the marriage as a reward for
David’s acts of bravery (1 Samuel 17:25; 1 Samuel 18:24-27). Later, however, in
one of his jealous fits, Saul took Michal away from David and forced her to marry
Paltiel (1 Samuel 25:44). Now David wanted his wife back before he would begin
to negotiate peace with the northern tribes. Perhaps David still loved her (but see 2
Samuel 6:20-23 for the tension in their relationship). More likely, he thought that
marriage to Saul’s daughter would strengthen his claim to rule all Israel and
demonstrate that he had no animosity toward Saul’s house. Paltiel was the
unfortunate victim caught in the web of Saul’s jealousy.

Michal remains childless
1 Chron. 15:29
But as the Ark of the Lord's covenant entered the City of David, Michal, the
daughter of Saul, looked down from her window. When she saw King David
dancing and leaping for joy, she was filled with contempt for him.
She remained childless, and thus the races of David and Saul were not mixed.
Illustrated Bible Dictionary: And Treasury of Biblical History, Biography,
Geography, Doctrine, and Literature.
David was willing to look foolish in the eyes of some people in order to express his
thankfulness to God fully and honestly.
In contrast, Michal was so disgusted by his “undignified” actions that she could not
rejoice in the ark’s return to Jerusalem. Worship had so deteriorated under her
father Saul’s reign that it had become stilted and ritualistic.
Michal could accept David as a military conqueror and as a king, but she could not
accept his free and spontaneous expression of praise to God. Some devoted people
may look foolish to us in their heartfelt expressions of worship, but we must accept
them. In the same way, we should not be afraid to worship God with whatever
expressions seem appropriate.

Lesson from her life:
Beyond feeling sorry for her, we need to see Michal as a person mirroring our own
tendencies. How quickly and easily we become bitter with life’s unexpected turns.
But bitterness cannot remove or change the bad things that have happened.
Often bitterness only makes a bad situation worse. On the other hand, a willingness
to respond to God gives him the opportunity to bring good out of the difficult
situations. That willingness has two parts: asking God for his guidance and looking
for that guidance in his Word.

We are not as responsible for what happens to us as we are for how we respond to
our circumstances
Disobedience to God almost always harms us as well as others

Key verse:
“As the ark of the Lord was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul
watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing
before the Lord, she despised him in her heart” (2 Samuel 6:16).
To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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