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Overview
MIRIAM, MOSES SISTER, DID BOTH GOOD AND BAD
Miriam’s story is told in Exodus 2; Exodus 15; and Numbers 12; Numbers 20. She
is also mentioned in Deut. 24:9; 1 Chron. 6:3; Micah 6:4.
Ask older brothers or sisters what their greatest trial in life is and they will often
answer, “My younger brother (or sister)!” This is especially true when the younger
sibling is more successful than the older. The bonds of family loyalty can be
strained to the breaking point.
When we first meet Miriam she is involved in one of history’s most unusual babysitting jobs. She is watching her infant brother float on the Nile River in a
waterproof cradle.
Miriam’s quick thinking allowed Moses to be raised by his own mother. Her
protective superiority, reinforced by that event, must have been hard to give up as
she watched her little brother rise to greatness.
Eventually Moses’ choice of a wife gave Miriam an opportunity to criticize. It was
natural for her insecurity to break out over this issue.
With Moses married, Miriam was clearly no longer the most important woman in
his life. The real issue, however, was not the kind of woman Moses had married.
It was the fact that he was now the most important man in Israel. “Has the Lord
spoken only through Moses? . . . Hasn’t he also spoken through us?”
No mention is made of Moses’ response, but God had a quick answer for Miriam
and Aaron.
Without denying their role in his plan, God clearly pointed out his special
relationship with Moses. Miriam was stricken with leprosy, a deadly disease, as
punishment for her insubordination. But Moses, true to his character, intervened
for his sister so that God healed Miriam of her leprosy.
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Sister of Moses
Watched over Moses when he was in the little basket
Exodus 2:4-8
The baby's sister then stood at a distance, watching to see what would happen to
him.
Soon after this, one of Pharaoh's daughters came down to bathe in the river, and
her servant girls walked along the riverbank. When the princess saw the little
basket among the reeds, she told one of her servant girls to get it for her.
As the princess opened it, she found the baby boy. His helpless cries touched her
heart. "He must be one of the Hebrew children," she said.
Then the baby's sister approached the princess. "Should I go and find one of the
Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?" she asked.
"Yes, do!" the princess replied. So the girl rushed home and called the baby's
mother.
Who was Pharaoh’s daughter? There are two popular explanations. (1) Some think
that Hatshepsut was the woman who pulled Moses from the river. Her husband
was Pharaoh Thutmose II. (This would match the earlier exodus date.)
Apparently Hatshepsut could not have children, so Thutmose had a son by another
woman, and this son became heir to the throne. Hatshepsut would have considered
Moses a gift from the gods because now she had her own son who would be the
legal heir to the throne. (2) Some think the princess who rescued baby Moses was
the daughter of Rameses II, an especially cruel Pharaoh who would have made life
miserable for the Hebrew slaves.
Miriam, the baby’s sister, saw that Pharaoh’s daughter had discovered Moses.
Quickly she took the initiative to suggest a nurse (her mother) who might care for
the baby. The Bible doesn’t say if Miriam was afraid to approach the Egyptian
princess, or if the princess was suspicious of the Hebrew girl.
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But Miriam did approach her, and the princess bought the services of Miriam and
her mother. Their family was reunited. Special opportunities may come our way
unexpectedly. Don’t let the fear of what might happen cause you to miss an
opportunity. Be alert for the opportunities God gives you, and take full advantage
of them.
Song of, after the destruction of Pharaoh and his army
Exodus 15:20-21
Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine and led all the women
in rhythm and dance.
And Miriam sang this song: "I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed
gloriously; he has thrown both horse and rider into the sea."
Miriam was called a prophetess not only because she received revelations from
God (Numbers 12:1-2; Micah 6:4) but also for her musical skill. Prophecy and
music were often closely related in the Bible (1 Samuel 10:5; 1 Chron. 25:1).
Was sent by God with Moses and Aaron
Micah 6:4
For I brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from your slavery. I sent Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam to help you.

Jealous of Moses, stricken with leprosy, healed
On account of the intercession of Moses
Numbers 12:1
And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman
whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman.
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Moses didn’t have a Jewish wife because he lived with the Egyptians the first 40
years of his life, and he was in the desert the next 40 years. The woman is probably
not Zipporah, his first wife, who was a Midianite (see Exodus 2:21). A Cushite was
an Ethiopian. There is no explanation given for why Miriam objected to this
woman.
People often argue over minor disagreements, leaving the real issue untouched.
Such was the case when Miriam and Aaron came to Moses with a complaint. They
represented the priests and the prophets, the two most powerful groups next to
Moses. The real issue was their growing jealousy of Moses’ position and influence.
Since they could not find fault with the way Moses was leading the people, they
chose to criticize his wife.
Rather than face the problem squarely by dealing with their envy and pride, they
chose to create a diversion from the real issue. When you are in a disagreement,
stop and ask yourself if you are arguing over the real issue or if you have
introduced a smoke screen by attacking someone’s character.
If you are unjustly criticized, remember that your critics may be afraid to face the
real problem. Don’t take this type of criticism personally. Ask God to help you
identify the real issue and deal with it.
Aaron asked that the sin he and Miriam committed not be held against them. It is
easy to look back at our mistakes and recognize their foolishness. It is much harder
to recognize foolish plans while we are carrying them out because somehow then
they seem appropriate. To get rid of foolish ideas before they turn into foolish
actions requires eliminating our wrong thoughts and motives. Failing to do this
caused Miriam and Aaron much grief.
Spitting in someone’s face was considered the ultimate insult and a sign of shame
imposed on wrongdoers. The religious leaders spat in Jesus’ face to insult him
(Matthew 26:67). God punished Miriam for her smug attitude toward not only
Moses’ authority, but also God’s.
He struck her with leprosy, then ordered her out of the camp for a week. This
punishment was actually quite lenient. A week was the length of time she would
have been excluded if her father had spat in her face. How much more she
deserved for wronging God! Once again, God was merciful while retaining an
effective discipline.
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Deut. 24:9
Remember what the Lord your God did to Miriam as you were coming from
Egypt.
Died and is buried at Kadesh
Numbers 20:1
In early spring the people of Israel arrived in the wilderness of Zin and camped at
Kadesh. While they were there, Miriam died and was buried.
It had been 37 years since Israel’s first spy mission into the promised land
(Numbers 13-14) and 40 years since the exodus from Egypt. The Bible is virtually
silent about those 37 years of aimless wandering.
The generation of those who had lived in Egypt had almost died off, and the new
generation would soon be ready to enter the land. Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb
were among the few who remained from those who had left Egypt. Once again
they camped at Kadesh, the site of the first spy mission that had ended in disaster.
Moses hoped the people were ready for a fresh start.

Life Application
Before criticizing someone else, we need to pause long enough to discover our
own motives. Failing to do this can bring disastrous results. What is often labeled
“constructive criticism” may actually be destructive jealousy, since the easiest way
to raise our own status is to bring someone else down. Are you willing to question
your motives before you offer criticism? Does the critical finger you point need to
be pointed first toward yourself?
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Lesson from her life:
The motives behind criticism are often more important to deal with than the
criticism itself

Key verses:
“Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all
the women followed her, with tambourines and dancing. Miriam sang to them:
‘Sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled
into the sea’ ” (Exodus 15:20-21).

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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