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Future Times
By Harold Bollinger

Those who walk within the shadows,
Of these declining times.
Find no strength to reach the yonder shore.

I will rise above the sand, the waves and carbon skies.
To the peace of God’s new world

This, a place called heaven,
Will find no room for dying embers.
Of man-made schemes,
Discoloration or professors of deceit

The time is soon, the plan is now,
With no room for delay
Look now upon the distant shore,
Christ now beckons you to this door.
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Chapter 1

Peace came through Jesus Christ
2 Corinthians 5:18
Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,
God brings us back to himself (reconciles us) by blotting out our sins (see also
Ephes. 2:13-18) and making us righteous. We are no longer God’s enemies, or
strangers or foreigners to him, when we trust in Christ. Because we have been
reconciled to God, we have the privilege of encouraging others to do the same, and
thus we are those who have the “ministry of reconciliation.”

Jesus brings peace through the blood of his cross.
Colossians 1:20
And through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through
the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in
heaven.
Christ’s death provided a way for all people to come to God. It cleared away the
sin that keeps us from having a right relationship with our Creator. This does not
mean that everyone has been saved, but that the way has been cleared for anyone
who will trust Christ to be saved. We can have peace with God and be reconciled
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to him by accepting Christ, who died in our place. Is there a distance between you
and the Creator? Be reconciled to God. Come to him through Christ.
Believers are saved through the death of Jesus on the cross
Romans 5:10
For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
The love that caused Christ to die is the same love that sends the Holy Spirit to live
in us and guide us every day. The power that raised Christ from the dead is the
same power that saved you and is available to you in your daily life. Be assured
that, having begun a life with Christ, you have a reserve of power and love to call
on each day, for help to meet every challenge or trial. You can pray for God’s
power and love as you need it.
Because of the shed blood of Christ on the cross, we become blameless.
Colossians 1:22
Yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to
present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—
No one is good enough to save himself or herself. If we want to live eternally with
Christ, we must depend totally on God’s grace. This is true whether we have been
murderers or honest, hardworking citizens. We have all sinned repeatedly, and any
sin is enough to cause us to come to Jesus Christ for salvation and eternal life.
Apart from Christ, there is no way for our sin to be forgiven and removed.
In order to answer the accusation that Jesus was only a spirit and not a true human
being, Paul explained that Jesus’ physical body actually died. Jesus suffered death
fully as a human so that we could be assured that he died in our place. Jesus faced
death as God so we can be assured that his sacrifice was complete and that he truly
removed our sin.
The way to be free from sin is to trust Jesus Christ to take it away. We must remain
“established and firm” in the truth of the gospel, putting our confidence in Jesus
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alone to forgive our sins, to make us right with God, and to empower us to live the
way he desires.
When a judge in a court of law declares the defendant not guilty, the person has
been acquitted of all the accusations or charges. Legally, it is as if he or she had
never been accused. When God forgives our sins, our record is wiped clean. From
his perspective, it is as though we had never sinned. God’s solution is available to
you. No matter what you have done or what you have been like, God’s forgiveness
is for you.
We have received reconciliation through Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:11
And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received the reconciliation.
God is holy, and he will not be associated with sin. All people are sinful and so
they are separated from God. In addition, all sin deserves punishment. Instead of
punishing us with the death we deserve, however, Christ took our sins upon
himself and took our punishment by dying on the cross. Now we can “rejoice in
God.” Through faith in Christ’s work, we become close to God (reconciled) rather
than being enemies and outcasts.
Reconciliation of the world from death to life
Romans 11:15
For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance
be but life from the dead?
Paul was appointed as a missionary to the Gentiles. He reminded his Jewish
brothers of this fact, hoping that they too would want to be saved. The Jews had
been rejected, and thus Gentiles were being offered salvation. But when a Jew
comes to Christ, there is great rejoicing, as if a dead person had come back to life.
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Christ reconciled the world to himself.
2 Corinthians 5:19
Namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of
reconciliation.
God brings us back to himself (reconciles us) by blotting out our sins (see also
Ephes. 2:13-18) and making us righteous. We are no longer God’s enemies, or
strangers or foreigners to him, when we trust in Christ. Because we have been
reconciled to God, we have the privilege of encouraging others to do the same, and
thus we are those who have the “ministry of reconciliation.”
We are ambassadors for Christ
2 Corinthians 5:20
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
An ambassador is an official representative on behalf of one country to another. As
believers, we are Christ’s ambassadors, sent with his message of reconciliation to
the world. An ambassador of reconciliation has an important responsibility. We
dare not take this responsibility lightly. How well are you fulfilling your
commission as Christ’s ambassador?
Christ has broken down the barrier of the dividing wall.
Ephesians 2:14
For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the
barrier of the dividing wall,
Christ has destroyed the barriers people build between themselves. Because these
walls have been removed, we can have real unity with people who are not like us.
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This is true reconciliation. Because of Christ’s death, we are all one (Ephes. 2:14);
our hostility against each other has been put to death (Ephes. 2:16);
We can all have access to the Father by the Holy Spirit (Ephes. 2:18); we are no
longer foreigners or aliens to God (Ephes. 2:19); and we are all being built into a
holy temple with Christ as our chief cornerstone (Ephes. 2:20-21).
There are many barriers that can divide us from other Christians: age, appearance,
intelligence, political persuasion, economic status, race, theological perspective.
One of the best ways to stifle Christ’s love is to be friendly with only those people
that we like. Fortunately, Christ has knocked down the barriers and has unified all
believers in one family. His cross should be the focus of our unity. The Holy Spirit
helps us look beyond the barriers to the unity we are called to enjoy.
Christ has put death the enemy.
Ephesians 2:16
And might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having
put to death the enmity.
Because of Christ’s resurrection, we know that our bodies will also be raised from
the dead (1 Cor. 15:2-23) and that we have been given the power to live as
Christians now (Ephes. 1:19). These ideas are combined in Paul’s image of sitting
with Christ in “the heavenly realms” (see the note on +Ephes. 1:3). Our eternal life
with Christ is certain because we are united in his powerful victory.
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Chapter 2

Peace of Mind
Isaiah 26:3
"The steadfast of mind you will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in you.
We can never avoid strife in the world around us, but with God we can know
perfect peace even in turmoil. When we are devoted to him, our whole attitude is
steady and stable. Supported by God’s unchanging love and mighty power, we are
not shaken by the surrounding chaos (see Phil. 4:7). Do you want peace? Keep
your thoughts on and your trust in God.

The peace of God will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7
And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Imagine never being “anxious about anything”! It seems like an impossibility—we
all have worries on the job, in our homes, at school. But Paul’s advice is to turn our
worries into prayers. Do you want to worry less? Then pray more! Whenever you
start to worry, stop and pray.
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God’s peace is different from the world’s peace (see John 14:27). True peace is not
found in positive thinking, in absence of conflict, or in good feelings. It comes
from knowing that God is in control. Our citizenship in Christ’s kingdom is sure,
our destiny is set, and we can have victory over sin. Let God’s peace guard your
heart against anxiety.
The words of Jesus bring peace.
John 16:33
"These things I have spoken to you, so that in me you may have peace in the world
you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."
Jesus summed up all he had told them this night, tying together themes from John
14:27-29; John 16:1-4; and John 16:9-11. With these words he told his disciples to
take courage. In spite of the inevitable struggles they would face, they would not
be alone. Jesus does not abandon us to our struggles either. If we remember that
the ultimate victory has already been won, we can claim the peace of Christ in the
most troublesome times.
The fruit of the spirit includes peace.
Galatians 5:22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,
The fruit of the Spirit is the spontaneous work of the Holy Spirit in us. The Spirit
produces these character traits that are found in the nature of Christ. They are the
by-products of Christ’s control—we can’t obtain them by trying to get them
without his help. If we want the fruit of the Spirit to grow in us, we must join our
lives to his (see John 15:4-5). We must know him, love him, remember him, and
imitate him. As a result, we will fulfill the intended purpose of the law—to love
God and our neighbors. Which of these qualities do you want the Spirit to produce
in you?
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Let not your heart be troubled.
John 14:27
"Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to
you Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
The end result of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives is deep and lasting peace.
Unlike worldly peace, which is usually defined as the absence of conflict, this
peace is confident assurance in any circumstance; with Christ’s peace, we have no
need to fear the present or the future. If your life is full of stress, allow the Holy
Spirit to fill you with Christ’s peace (see Phil. 4:6-7 for more on experiencing
God’s peace).
Let the peace of God rule in your heart.
Colossians 3:15
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body; and be thankful.
The word rule comes from the language of athletics: Paul tells us to let Christ’s
peace be umpire or referee in our hearts. Our hearts are the center of conflict
because there our feelings and desires clash—our fears and hopes, distrust and
trust, jealousy and love.
How can we deal with these constant conflicts and live as God wants? Paul
explains that we must decide between conflicting elements by using the rule of
peace—which choice will promote peace in our souls and in our churches? For
more on the peace of Christ, see Phil. 4:9.
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The kingdom of God is righteousness and peace.
Romans 14:17
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Jesus himself is our peace.
Ephesians 2:14
For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the
barrier of the dividing wall,
Christ has destroyed the barriers people build between themselves. Because these
walls have been removed, we can have real unity with people who are not like us.
This is true reconciliation. Because of Christ’s death, we are all one (Ephes. 2:14);
our hostility against each other has been put to death (Ephes. 2:16); we can all have
access to the Father by the Holy Spirit (Ephes. 2:18); we are no longer foreigners
or aliens to God (Ephes. 2:19); and we are all being built into a holy temple with
Christ as our chief cornerstone (Ephes. 2:20-21).
The Lord is always with you.
Joshua 1:9
"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."
Many people think that prosperity and success come from having power,
influential personal contacts, and a relentless desire to get ahead. But the strategy
for gaining prosperity that God taught Joshua goes against such criteria.
He said that to succeed Joshua must (1) be strong and courageous because the task
ahead would not be easy, (2) obey God’s law, and (3) constantly read and study the
Book of the Law—God’s Word. To be successful, follow God’s words to Joshua.
You may not succeed by the world’s standards, but you will be a success in God’s
eyes—and his opinion lasts forever.
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Chapter 3

Peace to You
Psalm 125:5
But as for those who turn aside to their crooked ways, The LORD will lead them
away with the doers of iniquity Peace be upon Israel.
Psalms 120-134 are called “Pilgrim Psalms” or “Songs of Ascent.” They were sung
by those who journeyed (and thus “ascended”) to the temple for the annual feasts.
Each psalm is a “step” along the journey.
Psalm 120 begins the journey in a distant land in hostile surroundings; Psalm 122
pictures the pilgrims arriving in Jerusalem; and the rest of the psalms move toward
the temple, mentioning various characteristics of God.

Love with faith from God
Ephesians 6:23
Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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May your peace abound.
Daniel 4:1
Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, nations, and men of every language
that live in all the earth: "May your peace abound!
Although Nebuchadnezzar praised Daniel’s God, he still did not believe in him
completely or submit to him alone (Daniel 4:8). Many people attend church and
use spiritual language, but they really don’t believe in God or obey him. Profession
doesn’t always mean possession. How do your beliefs match with your obedience?

Peace be unto you, take courage.
Daniel 10:19
He said, "O man of high esteem, do not be afraid Peace be with you; take courage
and be courageous!" Now as soon as he spoke to me, I received strength and said,
"May my lord speak, for you have strengthened me."
It would be a mistake to read the Bible as dry history and miss the deep personal
feelings. In this section, Daniel was crying out to the Lord. He had a deep concern
for his nation and his people. So often our prayers are without passion and true
compassion for others. Are you willing to pray by pouring out your deep feelings
to God?
Peace be with you.
John 20:19
So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors
were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in
their midst and said to them, "Peace be with you."
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I will send you forth with peace.
John 20:21
So Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also
send you."
Jesus again identified himself with his Father. He told the disciples by whose
authority he did his work. Then he passed the job to his disciples of spreading the
gospel of salvation around the world. Whatever God has asked you to do,
remember:
(1) Your authority comes from God, and
(2) Jesus has demonstrated by words and actions how to accomplish the job he has
given you. As the Father sent Jesus, Jesus sends his followers. . . and you.
Jesus spoke peace to his disciples.
John 20:26
After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus
came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with
you."
Have you ever wished you could actually see Jesus, touch him, and hear his
words? Are there times you want to sit down with him and get his advice? Thomas
wanted Jesus’ physical presence. But God’s plan is wiser. He has not limited
himself to one physical body; he wants to be present with you at all times.
Even now he is with you in the form of the Holy Spirit. You can talk to him, and
you can find his words to you in the pages of the Bible. He can be as real to you as
he was to Thomas.
Jesus wasn’t hard on Thomas for his doubts. Despite his skepticism, Thomas was
still loyal to the believers and to Jesus himself. Some people need to doubt before
they believe. If doubt leads to questions, questions lead to answers, and the
answers are accepted, then doubt has done good work.
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It is when doubt becomes stubbornness and stubbornness becomes a life-style that
doubt harms faith. When you doubt, don’t stop there. Let your doubt deepen your
faith as you continue to search for the answer.
Peace to your house and all that you have.
1 Samuel 25:6
And thus you shall say, 'Have a long life, peace be to you, and peace be to your
house, and peace be to all that you have.
Nabal rudely refused David’s request to feed his 600 men. If we sympathize with
Nabal, it is because customs are so different today. First, simple hospitality
demanded that travelers—any number of them—be fed. Nabal was very rich and
could have easily afforded to meet David’s request. Second, David wasn’t asking
for a handout. He and his men had been protecting Nabal’s work force, and part of
Nabal’s prosperity was due to David’s vigilance.
We should be generous with those who protect us and help us prosper, even if we
are not obligated to do so by law or custom.
Peace to all who are in Christ.
1 Peter 5:14
Greet one another with a kiss of love Peace be to you all who are in Christ.
Peter wrote this letter just before the cruel Emperor Nero began persecuting
Christians in Rome and throughout the empire. Afraid for his life, Peter had three
times denied even knowing Jesus (John 18:15-27).
But here, having learned how to stand firm in an evil world, he encouraged other
Christians who were facing persecution for their faith. Peter himself lived by the
words he wrote because he was martyred for his faith. Those who stand for Christ
will be persecuted because the world is ruled by Christ’s greatest enemy. But just
as the small group of early believers stood against persecution, so we must be
willing to stand for our faith with the patience, endurance, and courage that Peter
exhibited.
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Let not your hearts be troubled.
John 14:27
"Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to
you Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
The end result of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives is deep and lasting peace.
Unlike worldly peace, which is usually defined as the absence of conflict, this
peace is confident assurance in any circumstance; with Christ’s peace, we have no
need to fear the present or the future. If your life is full of stress, allow the Holy
Spirit to fill you with Christ’s peace (see Phil. 4:6-7 for more on experiencing
God’s peace).
Jesus has overcome the world.
John 16:33
"These things I have spoken to you, so that in me you may have peace in the world
you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."

Jesus summed up all he had told them this night, tying together themes from John
14:27-29; John 16:1-4; and John 16:9-11. With these words he told his disciples to
take courage.
In spite of the inevitable struggles they would face, they would not be alone. Jesus
does not abandon us to our struggles either. If we remember that the ultimate
victory has already been won, we can claim the peace of Christ in the most
troublesome times.
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Chapter 4

Believers Experience peace.
Psalm 41:1-3
How blessed is he who considers the helpless; The LORD will deliver him in a day
of trouble. The LORD will protect him and keep him alive, and he shall be called
blessed upon the earth; and do not give him over to the desire of his enemies. The
LORD will sustain him upon his sickbed; in his illness, you restore him to health.
The Bible often speaks of God’s care for the weak, poor, and needy, and of his
blessing on those who share this concern. God wants our generosity to reflect his
own free giving. As he has blessed us, we should bless others.

Jesus gives rest to those who come to him.
Matthew 11:28
"Come to me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.
A yoke is a heavy wooden harness that fits over the shoulders of an ox or oxen. It
is attached to a piece of equipment the oxen are to pull. A person may be carrying
heavy burdens of|:
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(1) Sin,
(2) Excessive demands of religious leaders (Matthew 23:4; Acts 15:10),
(3) Oppression and persecution, or
(4) Weariness in the search for God.
Jesus frees people from all these burdens. The rest that Jesus promises is love,
healing, and peace with God, not the end of all labor. A relationship with God
changes meaningless, wearisome toil into spiritual productivity and purpose.

Paul chose to boast in his weakness.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me
from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan
to torment me--to keep me from exalting myself!
Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. And He has
said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness”
Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ may dwell in me.
We don’t know what Paul’s thorn in the flesh was, because he doesn’t tell us.
Some have suggested that it was malaria, epilepsy, or a disease of the eyes (see
Galatians 4:13-15).
Whatever the case, it was a chronic and debilitating problem, which at times kept
him from working. This thorn was a hindrance to his ministry, and he prayed for its
removal; but God refused. Paul was a very self-sufficient person, so this thorn must
have been difficult for him. It kept Paul humble, reminded him of his need for
constant contact with God, and benefited those around him as they saw God at
work in his life.
We do know it was an evil spirit that buffeted him.
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The Lord will bring you to safety.
2 Timothy 4:16-18
At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be
counted against them. But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that
through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles
might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me
from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
With his mentor in prison and his church in turmoil, Timothy was probably not
feeling very brave. Paul may have been subtly telling Timothy that the Lord had
called Timothy to preach, and would give him the courage to continue to do so.
God always gives us the strength to do what he has commanded.
Do not let your heart be troubled.
John 14:1-3
"Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. "In My
Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you;
for I go to prepare a place for you. “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to myself, that where I am, there you may be also.
Jesus’ words show that the way to eternal life, though unseen, is secure—as secure
as your trust in Jesus. He has already prepared the way to eternal life. The only
issue that may still be unsettled is your willingness to believe.
There are few verses in Scripture that describe eternal life, but these few verses
are rich with promises. Here Jesus says, “I am going there to prepare a place for
you,” and “I will come back.” We can look forward to eternal life because Jesus
has promised it to all who believe in him. Although the details of eternity are
unknown, we need not fear because Jesus is preparing for us and will spend
eternity with us.
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Chapter 5

Divine Peace in the New Testament
Romans 5:1
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ,
We now have peace with God, which may differ from peaceful feelings such as
calmness and tranquility. Peace with God means that we have been reconciled with
him. There is no more hostility between us, no sin blocking our relationship with
him. Peace with God is possible only because Jesus paid the price for our sins
through his death on the cross.
These verses introduce a section that contains some difficult concepts. To
understand the next four chapters, it helps to keep in mind the two-sided reality of
the Christian life. On the one hand, we are complete in Christ (our acceptance with
him is secure). On the other hand, we are growing in Christ (we are becoming
more and more like him).
At one and the same time we have the status of kings and the duties of slaves. We
feel both the presence of Christ and the pressure of sin. We enjoy the peace that
comes from being made right with God, but we still face daily problems that often
help us grow. If we remember these two sides of the Christian life, we will not
grow discouraged as we face temptations and problems. Instead, we will learn to
depend on the power available to us from Christ, who lives in us by the Holy
Spirit.
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No condemnation to those in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:1
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
“Not guilty; let him go free”—what would those words mean to you if you were on
death row? The fact is that the whole human race is on death row, justly
condemned for repeatedly breaking God’s holy law. Without Jesus we would have
no hope at all. But thank God! He has declared us not guilty and has offered us
freedom from sin and power to do his will.

Grace and peace from God our father.
1 Corinthians 1:2-3
To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in
Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brilliant scholar, Paul could have overwhelmed his listeners with intellectual
arguments. Instead he shared the simple message of Jesus Christ by allowing the
Holy Spirit to guide his words. In sharing the gospel with others, we should follow
Paul’s example and keep our message simple and basic. The Holy Spirit will give
power to our words and use them to bring glory to Jesus.

God provides us with all things to enjoy.
1 Timothy 6:17
Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their
hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all
things to enjoy.
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Ephesus was a wealthy city, and the Ephesian church probably had many wealthy
members. Paul advised Timothy to deal with any potential problems by teaching
that having riches carries great responsibility.
Those who have money must be generous, but they may not be arrogant just
because they have a lot to give. They must be careful not to put their hope in
money instead of in the living God for their security. Even if we don’t have
material wealth, we can be rich in good deeds. No matter how poor we are, we
have something to share with someone.
God provides us all things to enjoy.
Matthew 6:25-34
"For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will
eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life
more than food, and the body more than clothing? "Look at the birds of the air, that
they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not worth much more than they? "And who of you by being worried
can add a single hour to his life? ...
Because of the ill effects of worry, Jesus tells us not to worry about those needs
that God promises to supply. Worry may
(1) Damage your health,
(2) Cause the object of your worry to consume your thoughts,
(4) Negatively affect the way you treat others, and
(5) Reduce your ability to trust in God. How many ill effects of worry are you
experiencing? Here is the difference between worry and genuine concern—worry
immobilizes, but concern moves you to action.
To “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” means to turn to God first for
help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your pattern,
and to serve and obey him in everything. What is really important to you?
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People, objects, goals, and other desires all compete for priority. Any of these can
quickly bump God out of first place if you don’t actively choose to give him first
place in every area of your life.
Do not worry about your life.
Luke 12:22-31
And He said to His disciples, "For this reason I say to you, do not worry about
your life, as to what you will eat; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. For
life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. "Consider the ravens, for
they neither sow nor reap; they have no storeroom nor barn, and yet God feeds
them; how much more valuable you are than the birds! ....
Jesus commands us not to worry. But how can we avoid it? Only faith can free us
from the anxiety caused by greed and covetousness. It is good to work and plan
responsibly; it is bad to dwell on all the ways our planning could go wrong. Worry
is pointless because it can’t fill any of our needs; worry is foolish because the
Creator of the universe loves us and knows what we need. He promises to meet all
our real needs, but not necessarily all our desires.
Seeking the kingdom of God means making Jesus the Lord and King of your life.
He must control every area—your work, play, plans, relationships. Is the kingdom
only one of your many concerns, or is it central to all you do? Are you holding
back any areas of your life from God’s control? As Lord and Creator, he wants to
help provide what you need as well as guide how you use what he provides.
Money seen as an end in itself quickly traps us and cuts us off from both God and
the needy. The key to using money wisely is to see how much we can use for
God’s purposes, not how much we can accumulate for ourselves. Does God’s love
touch your wallet? Does your money free you to help others? If so, you are storing
up lasting treasures in heaven. If your financial goals and possessions hinder you
from giving generously, loving others, or serving God, sell what you must to bring
your life into perspective.
If you concentrate your money in your business, your thoughts will center on
making the business profitable. If you direct it toward other people, you will
become concerned with their welfare.
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Where do you put your time, money, and energy? What do you think about most?
How should you change the way you use your resources in order to reflect
kingdom values more accurately?

Seek and knock for God to open the door.
Matthew 7:7-11
"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you.”For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to
him who knocks it will be opened. "Or what man is there among you who, when
his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone? …
Jesus tells us to persist in pursuing God. People often give up after a few
halfhearted efforts and conclude that God cannot be found. But knowing God takes
faith, focus, and follow-through, and Jesus assures us that we will be rewarded.
Don’t give up in your efforts to seek God. Continue to ask him for more
knowledge, patience, wisdom, love, and understanding. He will give them to you.
The child in Jesus’ example asked his father for bread and fish—good and
necessary items. If the child had asked for a poisonous snake, would the wise
father have granted his request? Sometimes God knows we are praying for
“snakes” and does not give us what we ask for, even though we persist in our
prayers. As we learn to know God better as a loving Father, we learn to ask for
what is good for us, and then he grants it.
Christ is showing us the heart of God the Father. God is not selfish, begrudging, or
stingy, and we don’t have to beg or grovel as we come with our requests. He is a
loving Father who understands, cares, and comforts. If humans can be kind,
imagine how kind God, the Creator of kindness, can be.
Jesus used the expression “If you, then, though you are evil” to contrast sinful and
fallible human beings with the holy and perfect God.
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The angel of the Lord brings good news.
Luke 2:10-14
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has
been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. "This will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." …
The greatest event in history had just happened! The Messiah had been born! For
ages the Jews had waited for this, and when it finally occurred, the announcement
came to humble shepherds. The good news about Jesus is that he comes to all,
including the plain and the ordinary.
He comes to anyone with a heart humble enough to accept him. Whoever you are,
whatever you do, you can have Jesus in your life. Don’t think you need
extraordinary qualifications—he accepts you as you are.
Some of the Jews were waiting for a savior to deliver them from Roman rule;
others hoped the Christ (Messiah) would deliver them from physical ailments. But
Jesus, while healing their illnesses and establishing a spiritual kingdom, delivered
them from sin. His work is more far-reaching than anyone could imagine. Christ
paid the price for sin and opened the way to peace with God. He offers us more
than temporary political or physical changes—he offers us new hearts that will last
for eternity.
The story of Jesus’ birth resounds with music that has inspired composers for
2,000 years. The angels’ song is an all-time favorite. Often called the Gloria after
its first word in the Latin translation, it is the basis of modern choral works,
traditional Christmas carols, and ancient liturgical chants.
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Jesus came to establish justice and righteousness.
Isaiah 9:6-7
For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will
rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His
government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish
it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore the
zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.
In our gloom and despair, we fear that our sorrows and troubles will never end. But
we can take comfort in this certainty: although the Lord may not always take us
around our troubles, if we follow him wholeheartedly, he will lead us safely
through them.
This child who would become their deliverer is the Messiah, Jesus. Matthew
quotes these verses in describing Christ’s ministry (Matthew 4:15-16). The
territories of Zebulun and Naphtali represent the northern kingdom as a whole.
These were also the territories where Jesus grew up and often ministered; this is
why they would see “a great light.”
The apostle John also referred to Jesus as the “light” (John 1:9). Jesus referred to
himself as “the light of the world” (John 8:12).
In a time of great darkness, God promised to send a light who would shine on
everyone living in the shadow of death. He is both “Wonderful Counselor” and
“Mighty God.” This message of hope was fulfilled in the birth of Christ and the
establishment of his eternal kingdom. He came to deliver all people from their
slavery to sin.
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Chapter 6

Divine peace in the Old Testament
Genesis 2:16-17
The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you
may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."
God gave Adam responsibility for the garden and told him not to eat from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. Rather than physically preventing him from
eating, God gave Adam a choice, and thus the possibility of choosing wrongly.
God still gives us choices, and we, too, often choose wrongly. These wrong
choices may cause us pain, but they can help us learn and grow and make better
choices in the future. Living with the consequences of our choices teaches us to
think and choose more carefully.
Why would God place a tree in the garden and then forbid Adam to eat from it?
God wanted Adam to obey, but God gave Adam the freedom to choose. Without
choice, Adam would have been like a prisoner, and his obedience would have been
hollow.
The two trees provided an exercise in choice, with rewards for choosing to obey
and sad consequences for choosing to disobey. When you are faced with the
choice, always choose to obey God.
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The God of Israel is present.
2 Kings 5:13-19
Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, "My father, had the
prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much
more then, when he says to you, 'Wash, and be clean'?"
So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the
word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child
and he was clean. When he returned to the man of God with all his company, and
came and stood before him, he said, "Behold now, I know that there is no God in
all the earth, but in Israel; so please take a present from your servant now." …
Naaman, unlike most of his contemporaries, showed a keen awareness of God’s
power. Instead of adding God to his nation’s collection of idols, he acknowledged
that there was only one true God. He did not intend to worship other gods. His
asking for pardon in this one area shows the marked contrast between Naaman and
the Israelites, who were continually worshiping many idols.
Establish God’s word in your heart.
Job 22:21-22
"Yield now and be at peace with Him; thereby good will come to you. “Please
receive instruction from His mouth and establish His words in your heart.
Several times Job’s friends showed a partial knowledge of God’s truth and
character, but they had trouble accurately applying this truth to life. Such was the
case with Eliphaz, who gave a beautiful summary of repentance.
He was correct in saying that we must ask for God’s forgiveness when we sin, but
his statement did not apply to Job, who had already sought God’s forgiveness (Job
7:20-21; Job 9:20; Job 13:23) and had lived closely in touch with God all along.
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God will speak of peace.
Psalm 85:8
I will hear what God the LORD will say; For He will speak peace to His people, to
His godly ones; but let them not turn back to folly.
The psalmist was asking God to revive his people, bringing them back to spiritual
life. God is capable of reviving both churches and individuals. He can pour out his
love on us, renewing our love for him. If you need revival in your church, family,
or personal spiritual life, ask God to give you a fresh touch of his love.
All your sons will be taught of the Lord.
Isaiah 54:13
"All your sons will be taught of the LORD; and the well-being of your sons will be
great.
God made a covenant with Noah that he has never broken (Genesis 9:8-17).
Likewise, God made a covenant of peace with the people of Israel that the time
would come when he would stop rebuking them, would restore their wealth, and
would personally teach their children.
Keep the words of God so you may prosper.
Deuteronomy 29:9
"So keep the words of this covenant to do them that you may prosper in all that
you do.
What is the best way to prosper in life? For the Israelites, their first step was to
keep their part of the covenant. They were to love God with all of their heart, soul,
and strength (Deut. 6:4-5). We, too, are to seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness (Matthew 6:33); then true success in life will follow as a blessing
from the hand of God.

30

Choose life and prosperity that you may live.
Deuteronomy 30:15-16
"See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity; in
that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to
keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live
and multiply, and that the LORD your God may bless you in the land where you
are entering to possess it
God has called us to keep his commands, while reminding us that his laws are not
hidden from us or beyond our reach. Have you ever said you would obey God if
you knew what he wanted? Have you ever complained that obedience is too
difficult for a mere human? These are unacceptable excuses. God’s laws are
written in the Bible and are clearly evident in the world around us. Obeying them
is reasonable, sensible, and beneficial. The most difficult part of obeying God’s
laws is simply deciding to start now. Paul refers to this passage in Romans 10:5-8.
Those who love peace will not stumble.
Psalm 119:165
Those who love your law have great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble.
Modern society longs for peace of mind. Here is clear-cut instruction on how to
attain this: if we love God and obey his laws, we will have “great peace.” Trust in
God, who alone stands above the pressures of daily life and gives us full assurance.
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Jesus is knocking at your hearts door.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.

References:

Holy Bible: King James Translation

Holy Bible: Living Bible Translation
Additional comments and charts are taken from: Life Application Study Bible. Illinois: Tyndale House
2007. Print

32

